
1

Examining the 
Global Food Crisis

 2011



2

What is the Global Food Crisis?

•

 

The world is full of hungry people
–

 

an estimated 1 billion people go hungry 
every year.

•

 

Most of these people are concentrated 
in 25+ countries around the world.

•

 

A food crisis is when the cost of staple 
foods increases more rapidly than 
incomes making an adequate diet 
unaffordable for many
–

 

forcing people to buy less food
–

 

spend more HH income on food
–

 

skip meals
–

 

buy cheaper, less nutritious food

•

 

Sometimes these crises can result in 
riots and protests, and often capture 
strong media interest. 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The World Food Programme calls the global food crisis a phenomenon, a "silent tsunami," that is affecting families in every nation on every continent. 

It’s also referred to as a food price crisis because there is enough food in the world, it costs too much.

Food prices for popular menu items like rice, wheat and beans have doubled in the last year. 

Though increases in food prices have hit all budgets, it's the poor who bear the brunt of price inflation. The higher prices are forcing people who survive on just $1 a day to spend upwards of 80% of their budgets just on food.  

As a result, many people, including millions of children, are going hungry. The longer food prices rise, the more people will be plunged into hunger and poverty. 

�
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Why Does a Food Crisis Occur?
•

 

Food crises have various causes, ranging from natural 
to manmade. 

•

 

Some of the main  drivers of the 2008 Food Crisis:
–

 

On the supply side 
•

 

Short-term supply shocks due to crop failure 
in exporting countries

•

 

Rising oil prices and costs of inputs
•

 

Land degradation and declining crop yields
•

 

Speculation and devaluation of the U.S. dollar
•

 

Trade restrictions
–

 

On the demand side
•

 

Biofuel –

 

diversion of food grains for biofuels
•

 

Income and population growth along with  
changing dietary preferences

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
On the supply side 

Short term supply shocks

Crop failure in exporting countries

Rising oil prices and cost of inputs

Land degradation

Speculation and devaluation of the dollar

Trade restrictions

On the demand side

Biofuel – diversion of food grains as feedstock

Income and population growth
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•

 

Hunger is caused by a complex interaction of environmental, socio-economic and 
political factors.

•

 

“Food security

 

exists when all people, at all times, have physical, social and

 
economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food, which meets their dietary 
needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life. Household food security

 

is 
the application of this concept to the family level, with individuals within households 
as the focus of concern. 
Food insecurity

 

exists when people do not have adequate physical, social or 
economic access to food as defined above.”

 

(FAO, 2002, 2003) 

•

 

Food security

 

as

 

defined above involves four necessary conditions:
–

 

Availability of sufficient supplies of food (via own production or in local 
markets) 

–

 

Access to food -

 

via some combination of one’s own production, earned 
income, or from safety nets

–

 

Nutritional wholeness -

 

access to a complete and healthy diet 
–

 

Stability of access to sufficient food at all times.

What are the Root Causes of Hunger?

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Food security and insecurity are best addressed through attacking poverty at its roots – through addressing the root causes of unsustainable, unproductive and vulnerable household livelihood activities and strategies in urban and rural areas. Agricultural productivity, sustainability and resilience are key to doing this. 



“Food security exists when all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food, which meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life. Household food security is the application of this concept to the family level, with individuals within households as the focus of concern. Food insecurity exists when people do not have adequate physical, social or economic access to food as defined above.” (FAO, 2002, 2003) 



Food security defined involves four necessary conditions (Based on McCalla, 2010) 

Availability of sufficient supplies of food (via own production or in local markets. 

Access to food - via some combination of own production earned income or by safety nets

Nutritional wholeness - access to a complete and healthy diet 

Stability of access to sufficient food at all times.



While there are local problems with availability, globally there is not. It is primarily a question of access to food (quantity, quality and reliability of access) and this is ultimately a question of poverty. Addressing poverty today is the single best way to help poor people in developing countries achieve food security and adapt to climate change (Nelson et al., 2010). Hence, it is a social problem – and one that is highly context-specific and variable. Global averages mean nothing to someone whose children are hungry or sick. 

 

In Africa, 70% of the continent’s poor work in agriculture, agriculture accounts for 65% of full-time employment, 25-30% or GDP and over half of total export earnings – in other words it underpins the livelihoods of over 2/3 of Africa’s poor – and is even more important in the poorest countries (Haggblade et al., 2010). 



�

http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/y4671e/y4671e06.htm
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Fundamentals of the Current Crisis

•

 

In the late ’60s, food productivity 
increased because of the Green Revolution,
•

 

In the ’80’s and ’90s, we witnessed 
unprecedented drops in food prices 
worldwide, due largely to market reforms.
•

 

In the ’00s, China, India and Brazil became 
global economic engines, with increases in 
urban populations and average incomes.
•

 

This led to higher demand for raw 
materials such as wheat, sugar, and oil.
•

 

Then food production falls, dual nutrition 
crisis begins, and in 2008-09, the world 
economy grinds to a recession.

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Facts:

Prior to the GFC of 2008, there were already more than 800 million undernourished people world-wide, many of whom were children. 

In 2008, the situation deteriorated alarmingly making the plight of many of the world’s most vulnerable communities even worse. 

For the first time since 1973, the world had been hit by a combination of record high food and fuel prices, which are impacting the world’s ability to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. 

Recent development gains in reducing malnutrition are at risk of being reversed. 

According to a World Bank study, at least another 105 million people across the world were projected to be pushed deeper into poverty. 

This crisis highlighted the vulnerability of households, communities, and governments to achieving food security, particularly amongst poorer populations already affected by undernourishment, instability, HIV, conflict and drought. 



�

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_Revolution
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World Grain Trade

Source: Bread for the World (2010) Our Common Interest: Ending Hunger and Malnutrition. 
http://www.hungerreport.org/2011/report/download

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Figure 1.3 World Grain Trade Depends on Exports From a Few Countries



Bread for the World (2010) Our Common Interest: Ending Hunger and Malnutrition: 2011 Hunger report. Washington: Bread for the World Institute. http://www.hungerreport.org/2011/report/download

�

http://www.hungerreport.org/2011/report/download
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Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
This graphic provides a good overview of developments up until the end of last 2010�
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Global Food Price Trends 2010 - 2011 

2011 
trends, 

compared 
with 2008
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Food Price Trends

•

 

Global food prices continue to rise, though not uniformly for all grains.

The World Bank’s  food price index rose by 15% between Oct 2010 and Jan 2011. 
The grain price index remains 16% below its peak.
Price increases of sugar, fats and oils, wheat, and maize (in the last quarter)

•

 

Global wheat prices have increased the most in recent months

 

.

Weather shocks and export restrictions reduced supply; wheat prices have more than doubled.
Other factors for high wheat prices: 

Uncertainty about the size and the quality of wheat exports from export countries where crops were 
damaged (China and Australia)
Saudi Arabia is reducing domestic production of wheat to conserve water resources and rely more on 
imports.

•

 

Higher global wheat prices have fed into sharp increases in domestic wheat prices in many countries.

Wheat prices increased in Kyrgyzstan, Bangladesh, Tajikistan, Mongolia, Sri Lanka, Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, 
Sudan, and Pakistan; these countries have a large share of calories consumed from wheat based products, 
particularly for the poor.

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Speaker’s Notes:



Global food prices continue to rise, though not uniformly for all grains. The World Bank’s food price index rose by 15% between October 2010 and January 2011, is 29% above its level a year earlier, and only 3% below its June 2008 peak (figure 1). A breakdown of the index shows that the grain price index remains 16% below its peak mainly due to relatively stable rice prices, which are significantly lower than in 2008. The increase over the last quarter is driven largely by increases in the price of sugar (20%), fats and oils (22%), wheat (20%), and maize (12%).



Among grains, global wheat prices have increased the most in recent months. A confluence of weather shocks to various large producing countries, followed in some cases by export restrictions, curtailed supply and caused wheat prices to more than double between the lows of June 2010 and January 2011 (figure 2). Currently two factors are keeping wheat prices high. On the supply side, there is uncertainty about the size and the quality of wheat exports from Australia—where crops were damaged by excessive rains and floods—as well as concerns about China’s winter wheat crop. Demand drivers center around the possibility of large wheat importing countries, particularly in the Middle East and North Africa, coming to the market with large orders. These are related to assuring the public that adequate domestic food stocks exist during uncertain political times in some countries. Another reason is that countries like Saudi Arabia are progressively reducing domestic production of wheat to conserve valuable water resources and relying more on imports. 



Higher global wheat prices have fed into sharp increases in domestic wheat prices in many countries. The transmission rate of global wheat price increases to the domestic price of wheat-related products has been high in many countries. For instance, between June 2010 and December 2010, the price of wheat increased by large amounts in Kyrgyzstan (54%), Bangladesh (45%), Tajikistan (37%), Mongolia (33%), Sri Lanka (31%), Azerbaijan (24%), Afghanistan (19%), Sudan (16%), and Pakistan (16%). Several of these countries have a large share of calories consumed from wheat based products, particularly for the poor (table 1).







�

http://data.worldbank.org/
http://www.worldbank.org/foodcrisis/
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How can we respond?
• There are an estimated

 

800 million people in the world suffering from chronic under-nutrition.

• A food crisis, depending on its severity,

 

can add between 50 million to 200 million

 

to this population.

• Our best responses address:
•

 

the root causes of hunger: inability to  produce enough food, access enough food, or utilize  food 
appropriately. 
• acute manifestations of hunger through punctual interventions. 

• What programs address acute needs?
• Increases in social safety nets
• Increases in school feeding
• Increases in cash and voucher transfers
• Free or subsidized food hand-outs

•What programs address root causes?
• Improving the productivity, resilience and sustainability of small farmers.
• Improving the quality and the post-harvest conservation of food.
• Improved marketing of food and food products through processing.
• Increased employment and income-generating opportunities.
• Improving men and women’s knowledge of breastfeeding and appropriate weaning foods.
• Increased access to health care for pregnant and lactating women.

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
How did World Vision respond to the GFC in 2008? 



Various NOs in Africa finalised agreements for additional resources needed to respond to the immediate crisis.  Existing chronic crises, ongoing political insecurity, and poor governance hindered our ability to respond in a range of countries including Somalia, DRC, Zimbabwe, Sudan, Chad and Niger. 

In the Asia Pacific region, programming responses to the crisis began in North Korea and Bangladesh. 



In MEER, desert-like countries with little possibility to grow crops and droughts of varying intensity benefitted from other countries agricultural output. WV has a history of responses to food insecurity in many countries in the region including Albania, Bosnia, Armenia, JWG, and Afghanistan through the provision of inputs such as seeds, fertilizer and livestock. 



LACRO NOs engaged in a range of responses including strengthening collaboration with external agencies including the WFP, and making assessments of conditions in the field. Programmes were implemented based on areas of strengthening and expanding food for education programs, health and mother-child nutrition programs, and emergency food aid and food for work. 

The crisis had important implications for advocacy. While WV has been active on advocate positions on a range of food and child related issues, its advocacy work prior to the outbreak of the current food security crisis was fragmented. In response to the crisis, a representative group from across the Partnership was convened in May 2008. This became the Advocacy Working Group and an initial position paper setting out WV’s policy objective in relation to key aspects of the crisis was produced



WV was present at a number of high level forums on the crisis.



Communications teams across the Partnership responded by producing a wide range of materials reflecting the multiple aspects of the crisis and the locations it is affecting. Major fund raising campaigns were launched, and WVUS has been successful in attracting some additional government funds. 



Multilateral agencies, notably the World Bank and the UN, particularly through its FAO and WFP agencies, led a coordinated series of meetings of national leaders and fund raising appeals. 



Governments and their national aid agencies responded to the crisis in diverse ways. For example, DFID has allocated sizeable amounts of money to expanding agricultural R&D and expanding smallholder output. Other agencies responded through increased funding for multilateral agencies including WFP and country specific assistance. National government policy responses were less positive, with various countries implementing export bans or other restrictions, food subsidies and stockpiling, as well as import barrier reductions and agricultural supports. 



�



11

Types of Programmatic Action
•

 
Reactive

–
 
Crisis intervention activities 
•

 
Intended to provision people in desperate need of 
crisis intervention.

•
 
Proactive

–
 
“Safety net”

 
activities 

•
 

To protect livelihoods, prevent people falling 
further into destitution, and avoid the need for 
crisis intervention.

–
 
“Cargo net”

 
activities 

•
 

To help promote productive, sustainable and 
resilient livelihood strategies, thereby helping to 
lift people up out of extreme poverty.
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Group One1

(Crisis/Emergency)

Group Two2

(Transition and 
Development)

Group Three3

(Restoration and Development)

•

 

General Targeted 
Food/Cash 
Assistance4

•

 

Vulnerable Group 
Feeding (VGF)5

•

 

Community 
Management of 
Acute Malnutrition 
(CMAM)6

•

 

Food or Cash for Work 
or Assets 
(FFW/CFW/FFA/CFA)7

•

 

Support for Agricultural 
Inputs8

•

 

Essential Nutrition 
Package (ENP)9

•

 

Food for Education 
(FFE)10

•

 

Core Health and Nutrition 
Package11

•

 

Diversification of Farming 
Systems12

•

 

Soil and Water 
Conservation/Management1

•

 

Post-harvest Handling, Storage 
and Marketing14

* NB: In conjunction with priority program recommendations, it is important to continue and, where possible, 
scale up action in areas such as (1) water, sanitation and hygiene, (2) economic development and livelihoods 
programs, and (3) HIV & AIDS response –

 

prevention, care and support for orphans and vulnerable children 
and people living with HIV and AIDS .

Priority Interventions for Adaptation, Resilience 
and Food Security

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Program Context or Setting

Grouping program options into three distinct settings reflects the time horizon of the intervention rather than at what stage in an emergency it would take place. Typically, crisis response programs (column 1) are only intended to last a short time. Transitional programs of a more developmental nature (column 2) tend to take place over a longer period of time – hence, the mid-term designation. Program options listed as long-term (column 3) take much longer for their benefits to be realized and may need to be multi-year programs to be effective. However, they are critical to addressing the underlying causes of extreme vulnerability such as seen in the current Global Food Crisis. Ideally, they would begin around the same time as the mid-term interventions but continue on past them. The fourth group, across the bottom of the table, represents program areas that are important and ongoing. They do not need greater attention as a result of the food crisis, but they ought not to be neglected either.

1. Group One (Crisis/Emergency) – Programming options listed here are, for the most part, short-duration activities intended to preserve life or tide people over through a crisis situation until mid- and long-term activities take over. In the case of the Global Food Crisis, they are intended to take care of immediate problems people are having with obtaining sufficient food to maintain nutritional status or to help children recover if they have already become malnourished. They are only intended to last for a short period of time, although there may be circumstances where they are required over a longer period of time (such as where development programming of a transitional or restorative nature is not possible). 

Please note, however, that if the food crisis response is only limited to interventions in this group, we will only be consigning people to continued extreme vulnerability to future food price increases. While these are important crisis interventions, on their own they are only an interim measure at best.

2. Group Two (Transition and Development) – Programming options listed here are intended to either 

take over where the short-term interventions leave off, or 

help avert the need for short-term crisis interventions by helping to preserve people’s livelihoods (when the alternative would be to sell productive assets in order to buy food at very high prices and fall further into destitution). 

The intent is to provide additional assistance while simultaneously tackling the underlying issues associated with the food crisis – whether that is in the area of food production or nutritional status. In fact, these should be linked to activities which have a longer term pay-off, such as those in column 3, as they specifically target many of the underlying issues related to low productivity and food insecurity. These activities can be part of a transition from a crisis response to a longer term development process, but can also be a starting point where the situation was not already in crisis – and, in fact, help to avoid a crisis. 

3. Group Three (Restoration and Development) – Programming options listed here are designed to facilitate transformation of the livelihood system – the means by which families provide for themselves, especially their children. In areas where agriculture is the principle livelihood activity, it is important to tackle the root causes of the food crisis. By facilitating transition to a more diversified farming system that maintains and improves the health of the ecosystem through the use of good soil and water conservation practices we are able to help reduce vulnerability and increase resilience to both price shocks and changes arising due to climate change.  

Some interventions may be undertaken in combination with a cash or food for assets program (see column 2) and may involve support for agricultural inputs (see column 2), but attention must always be paid to their sustainability. Will the household have sufficient resources to continue the activities over the long term – that is, are they economically affordable, environmentally sustainable and socio-culturally acceptable?

Explanatory notes for the proposed interventions

The interventions described here are not new for the most part. However, in light of the Global Food Crisis, these are listed as priority interventions since they (1) represent best practice in dealing with either the immediate manifestations of the crisis, the underlying causes, or some combination of the two and (2) they will likely need to be scaled up in response to the crisis. Some of the proposed interventions are similar to activities that we have programmed in the past. In some cases, you will note that we are referring to essentially the same activity as in the past but by a different name. However, in most cases a change in name has been made in order for it to more accurately describe the activity or because there has been a change in emphasis in the content of the programming. The change in the focus of the programming options is important as it represents ‘best-practice’ as we understand it – particularly if we are to preserve lives and livelihoods, meeting short term needs while simultaneously tackling the underlying causes of extreme vulnerability and help people escape being trapped in poverty once and for all.

4. General Targeted Food/Cash Assistance is provided using cash, vouchers or in-kind (food) resources. In the past we have referred to this as Food Aid or Food Assistance, with a focus on the transport and distribution of the physical commodity to beneficiaries – often being shipped from a developed country. More recently, cash transfers have been used as an alternative means of providing assistance to obtain food. In fact, World Vision has done some pilot studies to gauge their effectiveness. The take-home message is that there are a variety of ways in which to procure and provide assistance to people who lack food to feed their families – some are more cost-effective than others. Careful selection (targeting) of recipients and careful assessment of the context in terms of local markets and the availability of food to purchase is needed in order to decide upon the most appropriate form that assistance will take and to avoid creating dependency. In the case of the food crisis, this form of assistance is an interim measure targeted at specific populations who are unable to meet immediate dietary needs.

5. Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF) is assistance to obtain food based on specific vulnerability criteria. It is targeted at specific vulnerable groups such orphans, widows, chronically ill (including people living with HIV/AIDS and TB) and those unable to work (who might fall through the cracks when more generalized targeted assistance is not available or not yet needed). As for General Targeted Food/Cash Assistance, it can be provided in various forms depending in the circumstances.

6. Community Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) is the new name for CTC (Community-based Therapeutic Care). It is a community-based rehabilitation program for severely malnourished children through the provision of specific nutritional supplements (e.g. Plumpy Nut). Community-based programs are more effective as they usual result in earlier detection and better follow-up.

7. Food or Cash for Work or Assets (FFW/CFW/FFA/CFA) refers to what has previously been referred to as Food for Work (FFW). The change in name reflects a more nuanced approach that is becoming more common among donors. Recipients receive either food, cash to buy food, or some combination of the two in exchange for contributing their labour resources for specific, pre-defined tasks. The reference to either Work or Assets is also important. FFW was typically focused on employment creation whereas FFA and CFA programming strategies emphasize the creation of assets that are owned, managed and utilized by the household or targeted community. Targeted households and communities benefit from both the immediate food security effects of the food or cash as well as the assets that are developed. The term FFA (and CFA) also captures the concept of developing human assets, such as knowledge and skills. By helping smallholder farmers (and/or other poor members if the community) through the provision food (or cash to buy food) it frees them up to invest labour resources in activities which will help address the underlying causes of vulnerability at the household or community level. FFA or CFA programming can (and should) be combined with the other programming options identified here, particularly agricultural diversification and/or the adoption of soil and water conservation practices (column 3) at the farm or community level. Appropriate selection of asset-building activities can simultaneously facilitate adaptation and reduce vulnerability to climate change.

8. Support for Agricultural Inputs is the new name for Seeds and Tools, a name which does not accurately describe the needs and the typical activities that are involved in supporting agricultural production during a single growing season. The intent is to rapidly increase access to productive inputs and expand local food production through assistance to obtain, for example, locally-adapted improved seed, fertilizers, tools, or livestock. Such assistance to obtain inputs can be provided through provision of (1) the goods themselves, (2) cash through micro-finance or (3) vouchers which can be redeemed at a local merchant. The latter has the advantage of supporting local trade in agricultural inputs. However, these inputs should not be introduced as a stand-alone intervention since they will not bring about a transition to a sustainable, resilient agricultural system on their own. This has been a limiting factor with too many Seeds and Tools projects in the past. In the absence of a link to the adoption of sustainable agricultural practices, they only help for the current season and provide no lasting change. Where possible, they should be linked to a longer-term project which promotes agricultural diversification and/or the adoption of soil and water conservation practices (column 3). In this way, Support for Agricultural Inputs can help to increase food production in the present while encouraging a change in agricultural practices that can reduce vulnerability and bring about a lasting change in people’s lives. 

9. Essential Nutrition Package (ENP) is a group of community-based interventions/activities that address persistent levels of poor nutrition. It involves working with ADPs to assess nutrition needs & underlying causes; formulate & build capacity for appropriate response (e.g., promotion of improved household food security; adequate Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) practices;  iodized salt; iron/folate/VACs to women and young children;  hygiene & health environment; adequate health service); and community-based monitoring systems.

10. Food for Education (FFE) was formerly referred to as School Feeding. Food for Education (FFE) programs serve as an incentive to keep children in school or to bring them to school, especially when times are tough. In addition to the nutritional benefit of an additional meal, a full stomach helps to improve children’s ability to concentrate and learn. As such, this type of activity is in line with the “child well-being outcomes” for “educated children” as well as the MDG’s. FFE programs can be implemented, depending on the availability of resources, for children attending school as well as vulnerable children not attending school in the community.  Clearly, this needs to be based on an assessment of the context and needs of the population and, like all programs, will depend to a certain extent on both the resources available combined with World Vision’s capacity to respond to the local situation.  FFE may be appropriate as a short, medium and long term intervention. It should be noted, however, that FFE does not directly target the underlying causes of high food prices and/or low and declining agricultural production – nor, for that matter, inadequate nutrition. Therefore, while it can be helpful as part of a larger response, it should not be thought of as a solution to the food crisis on its own.

11. Core Health and Nutrition Package extends the ENP (see above) to include health interventions as well as longer term nutrition interventions. It helps to build existing systems capacity to deliver & monitor a health & nutrition package targeting child survival, undernutrition & anemia. The target group is pregnant women and children under 24 months.

12. Diversification of Farming Systems refers to the integration of multiple crops, livestock and trees in the farming system. Integrated crop-livestock systems are intended to maximize on-farm nutrient cycling and minimize the need for relatively expensive purchased external inputs. They help provide households and communities with a more stable supply of staple food crops as well nutrient-dense animal foods. The trees are an integral part as they help to protect the soil and provide useful products for the farm, which can also be sold to generate income. Diversification reduces the risk of crop failure or disease as it is unlikely for a shock to affect all components of the farm equally. Appropriate diversification of farming systems not only reduces vulnerability to food price increases such as those experienced during the current crisis but promotes adaptation to climate change and reduced vulnerability to climate extremes.

13. Soil and Water Conservation/Management refers to two closely related areas for action. The first area is efforts to improve soil fertility and soil carbon as well as to reduce soil erosion and other forms of soil degradation. In combination, they help to improve crop yields and livestock production as well as reduce the impact of periods of low rainfall since better managed soils are able to hold more water and make it available for crops to grow. This not only reduces vulnerability to drought but also the risk of flooding. The second area of action is at the watershed level and involves members of a community who live within a specific watershed. By working together, they can improve groundwater recharge through management of surface water, protection or re-establishment of wooded areas and other ground cover. This helps to make more water available for agricultural production as well as from springs and wells for household consumption. Appropriate soil and water conservation practices facilitate adaptation to climate change and reduce vulnerability to climate extremes.

14. Post-harvest Handling, Storage and Marketing refers to efforts to improve post harvest handling, storage practices, food processing for sale and marketing infrastructure. Improvements to crop handling and storage aim to make more food available for home consumption and/or sale. Improvements to the function of markets reduce the cost of marketing and mean better prices for farm inputs and produce – helping to improve the income of farmers and, at the same time, reduce the cost of food in the market during food deficit periods.



�
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Disproportionate Impacts on Women and Children
Why are so many women and children hungry and malnourished?

•

 

The vast majority of the world’s poorest people are women (and children), live in rural areas and rely 
on agriculture as their primary means of food and income. (World Development Report on Agriculture 
2008)

•

 

Despite wide-spread recognition that women play a critical role in agriculture globally, they often lack 
access to or control over the range of productive resources they

 

need to sustainably increase food 
production and incomes. 

We need to support:

•

 

the potential of poor and disadvantaged women to sustainably strengthen their livelihoods and improve 
household food and nutrition security by access to resources (e.g. land, credit, seed, fertilizer, 
information, etc) and markets.

•

 

humanitarian assistance policies and programs that are aware of women’s multiple responsibilities and 
do not undermine or increase their vulnerabilities. 

•

 

food aid should be of sufficient quality to meet the nutritional needs of women and delivered in 
such a way that ensures their safety and security. 

•

 

the integration of improved nutrition outcomes for women and children into all food security 
programming.

•

 

gender-sensitive food security research that includes women’s perspectives and needs through program 
design to monitoring and evaluation. 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Why are so many women and children hungry and malnourished?



 The vast majority of the world’s poorest people are women (and children), live in rural areas and rely on agriculture as their primary means of food and income. Pro-poor investments in the agriculture sector still offers the most hope for improving the lives and health of the world’s poorest people (World Development Report on Agriculture 2008)



Despite wide-spread recognition that women play a critical role in agriculture globally, they often lack access to and control over the range of productive resources (land, labour, water, credit, extension services, etc) they need to sustainably increase food production and incomes, they are also more likely to be malnourished and in ill health. 



We need to support:



the potential of poor and disadvantaged women to sustainably strengthen their livelihoods and improve household food and nutrition security. (Includes strengthening secure access to resources (e.g. land, credit, seed, fertilizer, information, etc) as well as improving market access.)



 humanitarian assistance policies and programs that are cognizant of women’s multiple responsibilities and that do not undermine or increase their vulnerabilities. For instance, food aid should be of sufficient quality to meet the nutritional needs of women (particularly those that are pregnant and/or lactating) and delivered in such a way that ensures their safety and security. 



the integration of improved nutrition outcomes for women and children into all food security programming.



gender-sensitive food security research that includes women’s perspectives and needs through program design to monitoring and evaluation. 

�

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWDR2008/Resources/WDR_00_book.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWDR2008/Resources/WDR_00_book.pdf
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Additional Information: External Assistance for Food
The following map

 

shows the location of 29 countries in crisis requiring external

 

assistance for food (FAO/GIEWS, 
2011). It can also be found in tabular form

 

with a brief description of the situation. Each item in the table also links 
to one of a series of Country Briefs (http://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/). 

Legend: Shortfall in aggregate food production/supplies
Widespread lack of access
Severe localized food insecurity

Source: http://www.fao.org/giews/english/hotspots/map.htm

http://www.fao.org/giews/english/hotspots/map.htm
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/hotspots/map.htm
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Countries with the Most Extreme Hunger

1) DR Congo
2) Burundi 
3) Eritrea 
4) Chad
5) Ethiopia
6) Sierra Leone
7) Haiti
8) Comores
9) Madagascar
10) Central African

Republic
11) Yemen
12) Angola
13) Niger
14) East Timor
15) Zambia

16) Liberia
17) Bangladesh
18) India
19) Mosambique
20) Djibouti
21) Rwanda
22) Guniea-Bissau
23) Togo
24) Burkina Faso
25) Cambodia
26) Zimbabwe
27) Sudan
28) Tansania
29) Nepal

The Global Hunger Index

 

is composed of the proportion of the undernourished as a percentage of the 
population, the prevalence of underweight

 

children under the age of five and the mortality rate of children

 

under 
the age of five (calculated average, in percentages).

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The are currently 29 countries in crisis requiring external assistance for food (FAO/GIEWS, 2011) and there are 22 countries, of which WV is working in 15, that have been experiencing chronic food insecurity for the past 8 years (FAO, 2010). 



Many areas with very serious problems which need urgent attention, regardless of the direction of the trend in global food prices. 



People need assistance today as well as proactive action now to address the underlying causes of this insecurity. The key report's key messages are summarized as follows (FAO, 2010): 

The number and the proportion of undernourished people have declined, but they remain unacceptably high.

Countries in protracted crisis require special attention. 

Improving food security in protracted crises requires going beyond short-term responses in order to protect and promote people’s Livelihoods over the longer term. 

Supporting institutions is key to addressing protracted crises. 

Agriculture and the rural economy are key sectors for supporting livelihoods in protracted crises, but they are not properly reflected in aid flows. 

The current aid architecture needs to be modified to better address both immediate needs and the structural causes of protracted crises. 

Food assistance helps build the basis for long-term food security, and is particularly important in countries in protracted crisis. 



�

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Underweight
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_mortality
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