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A Relational Understanding of Poverty 

SOCIAL SYSTEM 
Political, economic, 

religious, local/global 

Community 

Environment 

Others 

God 

= Broken, unjust 
    relationships 

Oppression 
Lack of access 
Moral poverty 

Web of lies 

Violence 
Racism 

God complex 
Domination 

INDIV IDUAL 
Marred identity 

Diminished vocation 
Poverty of being 

Overused land 
Poor land 
No land 

Other gods 
Domesticate God 

Self 

Adapted from Walking With the Poor 
by Bryant L. Myers (p. 144) 
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Right relationship with God will lead 
us toward shalom. A distorted 

relationship or understanding of God 
will leave us adrift in poverty. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


