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Figure 2.2 from When Helping Hurts  
by Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert (p. 58) 
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The Three Spheres of Sustainability 

 

d 

 

Adopted from the 2002 
University of Michigan 
Sustainability Assessment 

Environmental 
Natural resource use 

Environmental management 
Pollution prevention (air, water, land, waste) 

Social 
Standard of living 

Education 
Community 

Equal opportunity 

Economic 
Profit 

Cost savings 
Economic growth 

Research and development 

Environmental–Economic 
Energy efficiency 

Subsidies / incentives for use of 
natural resources 

Social–Environmental 
Environmental justice 

Natural resources stewardship 
(locally and globally) 

Economic–Social 
Business ethics 

Fair trade 
Worker’s rights 
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Economic Solutions 
Markets 

Sustainability 
No charity, no dependency 

Abundant Life 
Shalom 

Vocation 
Holistic understanding of poverty 

Holistic Economic 
Principles 
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