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FROM THE PRESIDENT

A Glimpse of God’s Kingdom
BY RICH STEARNS

E
a r lie r  th is  year, I w a s  in  

H o n d u ra s  w ith  a g ro u p  o f  

W o r ld  V is io n  s u p p o r te rs  

to  see  h o w , a f te r  18 ye a rs ,

W o r ld  V is io n  has  h e lp e d  

a c o m m u n ity  t r a n s fo r m  f r o m  p o v e r ty  to  

fu l ln e s s  o f  life .

H o p in g  to  v ie w  th is  t r a n s fo r m a t io n  

th r o u g h  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  a m a n  n a m e d  

F ra n c is c o  R o d r ig u e z , o u r  g ro u p  a s k e d  

h im  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  h is  fa r m in g  te c h ­

n iq u e s  a n d  v e g e ta b le  b u s in e s s . W e  d id n ’t  

g e t th e  a n s w e r  w e  e x p e c te d .

Y o u  see, F ra n c isco  re ce ive d  a g r ic u ltu ra l 

t r a in in g  f r o m  W o r ld  V is io n  a t a lo c a l c h u rc h , 

a n d  it  c h a n g e d  h is  life . H e  n o  lo n g e r  n e e d e d  

to  tra v e l fo r  d ays  to  f in d  w o rk  as a la b o re r.

F ra n c isco  c o u ld  s p e n d  t im e  ra is in g  h is  c h il­

d re n , p ro v id in g  fo r  th e ir  e d u c a tio n , a n d  fa rm in g  h is  o w n  la n d .

F ra n c is c o ’s a g r ic u ltu ra l t r a in in g  e n a b le d  h im  to  tu rn  h is  life  

a ro u n d  e c o n o m ic a lly , b u t  th e re  w a s  m u c h  m o re  to  th e  s to ry . H e  

had  b e e n  an  a b u s iv e  h u s b a n d  a n d  fa th e r, as w e ll as a d ru n k . F o r 

h im , a g r ic u ltu ra l t r a in in g  w a s  th e  c a ta ly s t fo r  m a n y  o th e r  c h a n g e s .

H e  a ls o  jo in e d  a B ib le  s tu d y  a n d  e n te re d  m a rr ia g e  c la sse s , 

w h ic h  g a ve  F ra n c is c o  a n e w  h o p e  a n d  s t re n g th .  A f te r  a w h ile ,  he  

w a s  m e n to r in g  o th e r  fa th e rs  a n d  h u s b a n d s  in  th e  c o m m u n ity .

I t  tu r n e d  o u t  th a t  fa r m in g  te c h n iq u e s  o n ly  h e lp e d  F ra n c is c o  

b e c a u s e  h is  l ife  w a s  b e in g  t ra n s fo r m e d  f r o m  th e  in s id e  o u t .

T h is  is w h y  W o r ld  V is io n ’s w o r k  as a C h r is t ia n  o rg a n iz a t io n  

is  s o  im p o r ta n t .  W h a t  F ra n c is c o  e x p e r ie n c e d  w a s  th e  G re a t 

C o m m a n d m e n t  a n d  th e  G re a t C o m m is s io n  a ll r o lle d  in to  o n e . 

B e fo re  J e s u s ’ d e a th  a n d  th e n  b e fo re  h is  a s c e n s io n , h e  g a ve  tw o  

b a s ic  in s t r u c t io n s .

F irs t, w e  a re  c a lle d  to  lo v e  G o d  w ith  a ll o u r  h e a r ts  a n d  lo v e  

o u r  n e ig h b o rs  as o u rs e lv e s . B u t th is  c a ll t o  a re n e w e d  h e a r t  is  

n o t  th e  e n d . W e  a re  a ls o  c a lle d  o u t  o f  o u rs e lv e s  to  “ g o  a n d  m a k e  

d is c ip le s  o f  a ll n a t io n s ."  T h is  is  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d — lo v in g  o u r  

n e ig h b o rs , d e m o n s t r a t in g  th e  g o o d  n e w s , a n d  in v i t in g  o th e rs  to  

jo in  G o d ’s g re a t m is s io n  in  th e  w o r ld .

T h is  g o s p e l d o e s n ’t  h a v e  a h o le  in  i t .  T o o  o f te n ,  C h r is t ia n s  

h a ve  e m p h a s iz e d  e v a n g e lis m  th r o u g h  w o r d  to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  

d e e d s . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , s o m e  C h r is t ia n  s o c ia l o rg a n iz a t io n s

‘How beautiful... are the feet of 
those who bring good news... ”

- I S A I A H  52:7

Francisco R odriguez traded  addiction  for a joyful, 

Christ-centered  life.

a re  m o t iv a te d  b y  th e ir  fa i th  to  a c t io n  b u t  

m a y  n e g le c t th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  w o rd s  in  

s h a r in g  th e  g o o d  n e w s .

In s te a d , th e  g o s p e l is  m o s t  p o te n t  

w h e n  p e o p le  se e  i t  in  a c t io n  a n d  h e a r  i t  

p ro c la im e d .

D u r in g  o u r  v is i t  t o  H o n d u ra s ,  I g o t  to  

see  ju s t  h o w  p o w e r fu l  i t  is  w h e n  w e  s h a re  

G o d ’s lo v e  fo r  o u r  n e ig h b o rs  in  b o th  w o rd  

a n d  d e e d . T h e  t ra n s fo r m a t io n  w e  s a w  in  

F ra n c is c o  h a d  s p re a d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  c o m ­

m u n ity .  I t  w a s  a g lim p s e  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  

G o d  in  a ll its  fu l ln e s s .

O n c e  p o o r , d e s p a ir in g , a n d  w it h o u t  

h o p e , th e  c o m m u n ity  n o w  b u s t le s  w ith  l ife  

a n d  o p t im is m .  C ro p  y ie ld s  a n d  in c o m e s  a re  in c re a s in g . W o m e n  

m e e t in  g ro u p s  to  w e ig h  t h e ir  b a b ie s , a ssess  fa m ily  n u t r i t io n ,  

a n d  h e lp  n e w  m o th e rs  le a rn  to  ra is e  h e a lth y  c h ild re n .

F in a n c ia l g ro u p s  are  p ro v id in g  lo a n s , w h ic h  h e lp  fa m ilie s  to  

b o o s t  th e ir  in c o m e s  a n d  a sse ts . C h ild re n  as w e ll as a d u lts  are 

le a rn in g  to  lead  c h a n g e  in  th e ir  c o m m u n it ie s .  L oca l c h u rc h e s  are  

e q u ip p e d  to  se rve , a n d  G o d 's  love  has  in f i l t ra te d  th is  c o m m u n ity .

W h e n  Jesus to ld  h is  fo l lo w e rs  to  p re a c h  th e  g o s p e l o f  th e  

k in g d o m  to  th e  e n d s  o f  th e  e a r th , h e  a s k e d  u s  to  s h o w  th e  

w o r ld  a d if fe r e n t  w a y  to  l iv e . H e  a s k e d  u s  to  re ach  o u t  to  p e o p le  

w h o  h a v e  b e e n  b ro k e n , e x p lo ite d , fo r g o t te n ,  a n d  ig n o re d . W h e n  

w e  d e m o n s t ra te  h is  g re a t lo v e  to  re s to re , re d e e m , a n d  re n e w  

th e  b ro k e n n e s s  in  o u r  w o r ld ,  i t  is th e  m o s t  p o w e r fu l  in v i ta t io n  

to  th e  fu l ln e s s  o f  l ife  G o d  o f fe rs  to  us  a ll. O

la test books, 

visit w w w .richsteam s.o rg .
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DON'T LET THEM DRINK DIRTY

Every day, 2 ,0 0 0  ch ild ren  d ie  because the ir 

fam ilies d o n 't have access to  clean water 

and basic san ita tion  systems.

Clean w ater is a co m m un ity 's  firs t essential 

s tep  to  reducing  sickness and u ltim a te ly  

e lim ina tin g  poverty.

W hen com bined  w ith  g rant funds, your gift 

will triple in im pact to  he lp  W orld  V is ion  

d rill wells, develop w ater storage systems, 

and treat contam ina ted  w ater in som e o f  

the  w orld 's  poorest regions.

ON WATER
eat trips to  the local health center to  treat waterborne 

eases a lso  will cease.

For Every Child is providing clean water, sanitation, and 

iene to 7.5 million children and their families in 12 countries, 

itributing significantly to World Vision’s role as the world’s 

;est provider o f  clean water in rural com m unities.

Soon, this Wonchi pond will no longer reflect the faces o f  those 

3 now com e to its edge to collect contam inated water.

See the form attached here to  help provide dean  water and 

ter health for rural com m unities. •
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

A Glimpse of God’s Kingdom

“How beaut 
those who b

a r lie r  th is  year, I w a s  in  

I ;  •  '  H o n d u ra s  w ith  a g ro u p  o f  

W o r ld  V is io n  s u p p o r te rs  

1 : A t o  see  h o w , a f te r  18 ye a rs ,

W o r ld  V is io n  h as  h e lp e d  

a c o m m u n ity  t r a n s fo r m  f r o m  p o v e r ty  to  

fu l ln e s s  o f  life .

H o p in g  to  v ie w  th is  t r a n s fo r m a t io n  

th r o u g h  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  a m a n  n a m e d  

F ra n c is c o  R o d r ig u e z , o u r  g ro u p  a sked  

h im  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  h is  fa r m in g  te c h ­

n iq u e s  a n d  v e g e ta b le  b u s in e s s . W e  d id n ’t  

g e t th e  a n s w e r  w e  e x p e c te d .

Y o u  see, F ra n c is c o  re ce ive d  a g r ic u ltu ra l 

t r a in in g  f r o m  W o r ld  V is io n  a t a lo c a l c h u rc h , 

a n d  i t  c h a n g e d  h is  life . H e  n o  lo n g e r  n e e d e d  

to  tra v e l fo r  days to  f in d  w o rk  as a la b o re r.

F ra n c is c o  c o u ld  s p e n d  t im e  ra is in g  h is  c h il ­

d re n , p ro v id in g  fo r  th e ir  e d u c a tio n , a n d  fa r m in g  h is  o w n  lan d .

F ra n c is c o ’s a g r ic u ltu ra l t r a in in g  e n a b le d  h im  to  tu r n  h is  life  

a ro u n d  e c o n o m ic a lly , b u t  th e re  w a s  m u c h  m o re  to  th e  s to ry . H e  

had  b e e n  an  a b u s iv e  h u s b a n d  a n d  fa th e r, as w e ll as a d ru n k . F o r 

h im , a g r ic u ltu ra l t r a in in g  w a s  th e  c a ta ly s t f o r  m a n y  o th e r  ch a n g e s  

H e  a ls o  jo in e d  a B ib le  s tu d y  a n d  e n te re d  m a rr ia g e  c la sse s , 

w h ic h  g a ve  F ra n c is c o  a n e w  h o p e  a n d  s t r e n g th .  A f te r  a w h ile ,  h 

w a s  m e n to r in g  o th e r  fa th e rs  a n d  h u s b a n d s  in  th e  c o m m u n ity .  

I t  tu r n e d  o u t  t h a t  f a r m in g  te c h n iq u e s  o n ly  h e lp e d  F ra n c is c o  

b e c a u s e  h is  l ife  w a s  b e in g  t r a n s fo r m e d  f r o m  th e  in s id e  o u t .

T h is  is  w h y  W o r ld  V is io n ’s w o r k  as a C h r is t ia n  o rg a n iz a t io n  

is  s o  im p o r ta n t .  W h a t  F ra n c is c o  e x p e r ie n c e d  w a s  th e  G re a t 

C o m m a n d m e n t  a n d  th e  G re a t C o m m is s io n  a ll r o lle d  in to  o n e . 

B e fo re  J e su s ’ d e a th  a n d  th e n  b e fo re  h is  a s c e n s io n , h e  g a v e  tw< 

b a s ic  in s t r u c t io n s .

F irs t, w e  a re  c a lle d  to  lo v e  G o d  w ith  a ll o u r  h e a r ts  a n d  lo v e  

o u r  n e ig h b o rs  as o u rs e lv e s . B u t th is  c a ll to  a re n e w e d  h e a r t  is 

n o t  th e  e n d . W e  a re  a ls o  c a lle d  o u t  o f  o u rs e lv e s  to  “ g o  a n d  m a t 

d is c ip le s  o f  a ll n a t io n s .”  T h is  is  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d — lo v in g  01 

n e ig h b o rs , d e m o n s t r a t in g  th e  g o o d  n e w s , a n d  in v i t in g  o th e rs  t  

jo in  G o d ’s g re a t m is s io n  in  th e  w o r ld .

T h is  g o s p e l d o e s n ’t  h a ve  a h o le  in  i t .  T o o  o f te n ,  C h r is t ia n s  

h a v e  e m p h a s iz e d  e v a n g e lis m  th r o u g h  w o rd  to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  

d e e d s . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , s o m e  C h r is t ia n  s o c ia l o rg a n iz a t io n s
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N E W S  A N D  N O T E S  A B O U T  T H E  W O R K  O F  W O R L D  V I S I O N  A R O U N D  T H E  G L O B E

F R O N T L I N E S

REFLECTIONS ON WATER
For now, this dirty pond is th e  o n ly  w a te r  s o u rc e  fo r  a c o m m u n ity  

in  W o n c h i, E th io p ia . V illa g e rs  c o m e  h e re  to  b a th e , c o lle c t d r in k in g  

w a te r, w a s h  c lo th e s , a n d  p ro v id e  w a te r  fo r  th e ir  a n im a ls . B u t in  a 

fe w  years, th e  p o n d  w il l  se rve  a n o th e r  p u rp o s e — a re m in d e r  o f  h o w  

life  u s e d  to  b e  in  W o n c h i b e fo re  th e  c le a n  w a te r  s y s te m  w a s  b u i l t  

th ro u g h  W o r ld  V is io n ’s C a m p a ig n  F o r Every C h ild .

W h e n  a th i r s ty  c o m m u n ity  g a in s  c o n v e n ie n t  a c ce ss  to  c le a n  

w a te r, e v e ry th in g  c h a n g e s : h e a lth  im p ro v e s , c ro p s  f lo u r is h ,  

h y g ie n e  s k y ro c k e ts , a n d  m o re . M o th e rs  in  W o n c h i w il l  n o  lo n g e r  

w a lk  fo r  a n  h o u r  e a c h  w a y  to  p ro v id e  w a te r  fo r  th e ir  fa m ilie s ;

re p e a t t r ip s  to  th e  lo c a l h e a lth  c e n te r  to  t r e a t  w a te rb o rn e  

d is e a s e s  a ls o  w il l  ce ase .

F o r Every C h ild  is p ro v id in g  c le a n  w a te r, s a n ita t io n , a n d  

h y g ie n e  to  7.5 m il l io n  c h ild re n  a n d  th e ir  fa m ilie s  in  12 c o u n tr ie s , 

c o n t r ib u t in g  s ig n if ic a n t ly  to  W o r ld  V is io n 's  ro le  as th e  w o r ld 's  

la rg e s t p ro v id e r  o f  c le a n  w a te r  in  ru ra l c o m m u n it ie s .

S o o n , th is  W o n c h i p o n d  w il l  n o  lo n g e r  re fle c t th e  fa ce s  o f  th o s e  

w h o  n o w  c o m e  to  its  e d g e  to  c o lle c t c o n ta m in a te d  w a te r.

See the form attached here to help provide clean water and 

better health for rural com m unities. •

WI I KI . I I  V I S I O N  • P A C K  S • W I N T K l< . Mi l l



WORLD WATCH

WHEN HOME ISN'T SAFE

DE
OF T H E  C O N G O

845,000
affected by conflict, political 

violence, including:

affected by conflict, including:

5 09 ,00 0  I DPs | 2.7 m illion

I f l t l f l t f t
Refugees IDPs 
415,000 435,000

War, political violence, and the 
illegal drug trade have forced more 
than 44 million people worldwide to 
flee their homes. This includes 28.8 
million who are internally displaced 
people (IDPs). IDPs move within their 
nation’s borders and are therefore 
ineligible to receive aid from the 
United Nations refugee agency. 
Refugees—those who have fled to 
neighboring countries—account for 
15.4 million o f  these homeless people.

S Y R I A

6 MILLION
affected by conflict, including:

• • • • • • A  • ±  •
Refugees | 2.1 m illion  IDPs | 4  m illion

(SOURCE U.N.)

C O L O M B I A

4 4  MILLION
affected by conflict, political violence, 

illegal drug trade, including:

• • •  A  A •  A • A

i m H i m
Refugees IDPs Refugees
4 0 0 ,0 0 0  4  m illion

D ig ita l D igest: Each m onth, d ig  d eep er into an issue that im pacts children 

around th e world— like education, child em p ow erm en t, health, and 

h unger— with n ew s stories, features, prayer points, p hotos, and video. To receive our 

m onthly best-of-the-best roundup in your inbox, sign up at w vm ag.o rg /d igest.
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IN MEMORIAM

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION
World Vision Kenya e a rn e d  th e  

L ife t im e  A c h ie v e m e n t A w a rd  

fo r  o u ts ta n d in g  c o n t r ib u t io n s  

to w a rd  th e  M ille n n iu m  

D e v e lo p m e n t C o a ls , w h ic h  is 

th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s ’ ro a d m a p  

fo r  e ra d ic a tin g  e x tre m e  p o v e rty  

w o r ld w id e  by  2015. W o r ld  V is io n  

w a s  re c o g n iz e d  fo r  e ffo r ts  to  

f ig h t  h u n g e r, p ro v id e  e d u c a tio n , 

p ro m o te  h e a lth ca re , a n d  e n a b le  

a ccess to  c lea n  w a te r.

World Vision Sierra Leone 

g a rn e re d  th e  e H e a lth  a w a rd  

f r o m  th e  A fr ic a n  D e v e lo p m e n t 

B a n k  fo r  an  in n o v a tiv e  a p p ro a c h  

to  d e liv e r in g  h e a lth  se rv ice s  w ith  

m o b ile  te c h n o lo g y , m o s t  n o ta b ly  

s u p p o r t in g  a n d  s tre n g th e n in g  

m a te rn a l, n e o n a ta l, a n d  c h ild  

h e a lth  se rv ices .

HIV CHILD RATES CUT IN HALF
S even  s u b -S a h a ra n  A fr ic a n  

c o u n t r ie s  h a v e  c u t  th e ir  H IV -  

in fe c t io n  ra te  a m o n g  c h ild re n  

by  h a l f  o r  m o re  s in c e  2 0 0 9 ,  

th a n k s  la rg e ly  to  im p ro v e d  

e d u c a t io n , c o u n s e lin g , a n d  

a ccess  to  a n t ir e t ro v ira l  d ru g s  

fo r  p re g n a n t  a n d  b re a s tfe e d ­

in g  m o th e rs . W o r ld  V is io n  

fo c u s e s  o n  re d u c in g  m o th e r-  

to - c h ild  t r a n s m is s io n ,  w h ic h  

a c c o u n ts  fo r  m o re  th a n  9 0  

p e rc e n t o f  H IV  in fe c t io n s  

a m o n g  c h ild re n  in  G h a n a ,

S o u th  A fr ic a , M a la w i,  Z a m b ia , 

a n d  E th io p ia — fiv e  o f  th e  se ven  

c o u n t r ie s  th a t  h a lv e d  th e ir  

c h i ld - H IV  ra te s  in  th e  p a s t fo u r  

ye a rs .

DRC CHILD MINERS
A  n e w  W o r ld  V is io n  re p o r t, 

“ C h ild  M in e rs  S p e a k ,”  s h e d s  

l ig h t  o n  th e  d a n g e ro u s  w o r k ­

in g  c o n d it io n s  o f  c h ild re n  w h o  

m in e  a b o v e  g ro u n d  f o r  c o p p e r  

a n d  c o b a lt  in  th e  D e m o c ra t ic  

R e p u b lic  o f  th e  C o n g o ’s (D R C ) 

s o u th e rn  K a ta n g a  p ro v in c e . 

T h e  h e a v y  w o rk  o f  c o lle c t in g  

ra w  m a te r ia l a n d  e x tra c t in g  

m e ta ls — m a n y  u s e d  to  m a k e  

e le c tro n ic s  l ik e  c e ll p h o n e s —  

c a n  p e rm a n e n t ly  d a m a g e  a 

c h ild ’ s d e v e lo p m e n t.  N in e te e n  

p e rc e n t o f  c h ild re n  in te rv ie w e d  

fo r  th e  re p o r t  h a v e  se en  

a n o th e r  c h ild  d ie  w h i le  m in ­

in g . W o r ld  V is io n  is  w o rk in g  

to  s u p p o r t  fa m ilie s  a n d  f in d  

a lte rn a t iv e s  to  c h ild  m in in g  in  

th e  D R C .

RWANDA CLINTONS VIS IT  
WORLD VISION PROJECT
F o rm e r  P re s id e n t B ill C lin to n  

a n d  h is  d a u g h te r , C he lse a , 

v is ite d  K ig a li, R w a n d a , to  le a rn  

a b o u t  W o r ld  V is io n ’s p a r tn e r ­

s h ip  w ith  P ro c te r  &  G a m b le  

th a t  is  b r in g in g  sa fe  d r in k in g  

w a te r  to  m o re  p e o p le . P & G

O n  J u l y  4 , two World Vision staff members in Sudan 
were killed when f i t t i n g  erupted among armed groups 
near the World Vision compound in South Darfur.
We thank God for the lives and work of Ali Ibrahim,
33, and Sabil Mansour, 49. Ali, who became a father in 
April 2013, worked as a food distributor for five years 
in camps for internally displaced people. Sabil, a father 
o f nine, was World Vision Sudan’s vehicle maintenance 
and transportation coordinator since 2007. Join us in 
praying for Ali’s and Sabil’s families, colleagues, and 
those they faithfully served. •

d e v e lo p e d  w a te r  p u r if ic a t io n  

p a c k e ts  th a t  t r a n s fo rm  w a te r  

f r o m  d ir ty  a n d  d a n g e ro u s  

to  sa fe  a n d  d r in k a b le  w ith in  

3 0  m in u te s . “ I t 's  o n e  o f  th e  

s im p le s t  th in g s  w e  c a n  d o  to  

sa ve  l iv e s ,"  B ill C lin to n  sa id .

A s  p a r t  o f  its  C a m p a ig n  For 

E very C h ild , W o r ld  V is io n  p la n s  

to  p ro v id e  9 0  p e rc e n t access 

to  sa fe  w a te r  by  2 0 1 6  in  th e  

a rea s  o f  R w a n d a  w h e re  W o r ld  

V is io n  w o rk s . A t  th e  C lin to n  

G lo b a l In it ia t iv e  a n n u a l m e e t­

in g  o n  S e p t. 2 4 , th e  C lin to n s  

la u n c h e d  F lash  F lo o d  fo r  G o o d , 

a 7 2 -h o u r  c a m p a ig n  to  ra ise  

m o n e y  to  p ro v id e  w a te r  p u r i f i ­

c a t io n  p a c k e ts  to  W o r ld  V is io n  

c o m m u n it ie s .  •

FAST FACTS

23%
T/

T



LIVESTOCK ROCK READ MORE ABOUT THIS STORY 
ATWVMAG.ORG/WINTER2013.

A  fam ily’s financial distress inspires a festival fo r  charity.

ne cold Sunday morning, Jill H a ss  

s a t in  c h u rc h  a n d  s o b b e d . H e r  

h u s b a n d , A lex , w a s  u p  f r o n t  p la y in g  

in  th e  w o rs h ip  b a n d . H e r  tw o  

c h ild re n  w e re  in  S u n d a y  s c h o o l. 

F ro m  th e  o u ts id e , th e y  lo o k e d  lik e  a 

ty p ic a l, m id d le -c la s s , M in n e s o ta n  fa m ily .

B u t, says J ill, “ W e  w e re  in  a ve ry  d a rk  tu n n e l. ”  

In  th e  w a k e  o f  th e  2 0 0 7  f in a n c ia l c r is is , 

A le x  h a d  to  c lo s e  th e ir  fa m ily -o w n e d  

m o r tg a g e  c o m p a n y . “ W e  h a d  n o th in g  le f t , ”  

h e  says. "S o m e t im e s  w e  h a d  n o  fo o d . ”  

T h e ir  p o w e r  w a s  s h u t  o f f .  T h e ir  d re a m  

h o m e  w a s  in  fo re c lo s u re .

H e lp  c a m e  u n s o l ic ite d .  P e o p le  d ro p p e d  

o f f  g ro c e r ie s , p a id  e le c tr ic a l b il ls ,  a n d  e ve n  

p a id  th e ir  m o r tg a g e . “ I t  m a d e  u s  fe e l lik e  

w e  w a n te d  to  g iv e  b a c k ,”  says  J ill. “ B u t w e  

h a d  n o th in g  to  g iv e .”

T h a t S u n d a y  m o r n in g  a t c h u rc h , in  th e  

m id s t  o f  h e r  te a rs , “ I fe lt  l ik e  th e  L o rd  w a s  

s p e a k in g  to  m e ,”  J ill says. “ W e  n ee d  to  g iv e  

back . W e  need  to  h a v e  b a n d s  p la y  in  o u r

b ackya rd  a n d  ra ise  m o n e y  to  h e lp  p e o p le ."

E a r lie r  t h a t  w in te r ,  J ill w a s  th u m b in g  

th r o u g h  th e  m a il h o p in g  n o t  t o  f in d  

a n o th e r  b il l .  In s te a d , h e r  eyes s to p p e d  o n  

a W o r ld  V is io n  G i f t  C a ta lo g .

H e r  d e s p e ra te  s i tu a t io n  h a d  g iv e n  h e r  

a n e w  c o m p a s s io n  fo r  p a re n ts  in  n e e d . “ I f  

w e  fe e l l ik e  th is  in  A m e r ic a , w h e n  w e  h a ve  

th e  w o r ld  a t  o u r  h a n d s ,”  s h e  says , “ w h a t  

a b o u t  p a re n ts  w h o  h a v e  to  w a tc h  th e ir  

k id s  e a t n o th in g  a n d  d ie ? "

T w o  m o n th s  la te r, L iv e s to c k — a p la y fu l 

n o d  to  W o o d s to c k — w a s  la u n c h e d  in  th e ir  

b a c k y a rd , w ith  tw o  b a n d s , p o t lu c k  fo o d , 

a n d  n e a r ly  1 0 0  fr ie n d s  a n d  fa m ily . T h e  

e v e n t ra is e d  $ 4 ,0 0 0  to  p ro v id e  a n im a ls  fo r  

fa m ilie s  in  n ee d  th ro u g h  th e  G i f t  C a ta lo g . 

J ill k n e w  th e y  w e re  o n to  s o m e th in g .

F ive  y e a rs  la te r, L iv e s to c k  is  o n e  o f  

th e  b ig g e s t e v e n ts  in  S t. P eter, t h e ir  to w n  

o f  n , o o o .  T h e  c e n tra l p a rk  is  f i l le d  w ith  

m u s ic ,  fo o d  t ru c k s ,  m e rc h a n d is e  te n ts ,  

b o u n c y  c a s tle s , a n d  a p e t t in g  z o o .

T h is  year, L iv e s to c k  ra is e d  m o re  th a n  

$ 3 0 ,0 0 0 .  J ill a ls o  t ra v e le d  to  S ie rra  L e o n e  

to  see h o w  h e r  t o w n ’ s g e n e ro s ity  is 

c h a n g in g  liv e s .

“ W h a t w e  a re  d o in g  is  w o r k in g , "  says 

J ill. “A n im a ls  a re  a g i f t  t h a t  c a n  c o n t in u e  

t o  g iv e . T h e y  a re  life -s u s ta in in g .  L iv e s to c k  

a n im a ls  c a n  o f fe r  s o  m a n y  th in g s :  w o o l fo r  

c lo th in g ,  m i lk  t o  d r in k ,  e g g s , o r  l ik e  a b u ll  

o r  o x e n  f o r  w o r k in g  in  th e  f ie ld s .”

A s  fo r  J ill a n d  h e r  fa m ily , f in a n c e s  a re  

s t i l l  t ig h t .  B u t J ill ru n s  h e r  o w n  d a yca re  a n d  

A le x  h a s  a jo b  in  th e  T w in  C it ie s .

“ I’ m  n o t  a n y b o d y  s p e c ia l,”  Jill says. “A ll 

i t  ta k e s  is a p a s s io n  to  m a k e  a d if fe re n c e  in  

th e  w o r ld ,  really. I t  is  s im p ly  ju s t  s a y in g  yes 

to  s o m e th in g  w a y  b ig g e r  th a n  o u rs e lv e s ."  •  

—Andrea Peer

1 4  life-changing gift through 

W orld V ision ’s Gift Catalog. S ee  the 

insert betw een p ages 16 and 17.
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WHY I LOVE BEING 
A CHILD SPONSOR
FRANCES BAILEY I NEW YORK CITY

A few  years ago, I d e c id e d  to  ta ke  

m y  d re a m  t r ip  to  A fr ic a , in c lu d in g  

a v is it  to  m y  s p o n s o re d  c h ild  in  

Kenya. I c h o s e  U tik a s  to  s p o n s o r  

b e ca u se  h e  w a s  b o rn  th e  s a m e  day  

as m y  o ld e s t nep h e w , a n d  I w a n te d  

to  e n c o u ra g e  m y  n e p h e w  to  lea rn  

a b o u t k id s  in  o th e r  c irc u m s ta n c e s . 

M y  n e p h e w  sa ved  m o n e y  s o  I 

c o u ld  b u y  U tik a s  s o m e  tre a ts .

O n c e  in  K e n ya , I v is ite d  

U t ik a s  a t  s c h o o l.  I t  w a s  s o  h u m ­

b lin g . H o w  d o  y o u  s h a re  h o w  

m u c h  y o u ’v e  p ra y e d  fo r  s o m e o n e  

o v e r  f iv e  ye a rs?  I a ls o  v is ite d  

h is  h o u s e  a n d  m e t  h is  m o th e r .  I 

p re s e n te d  U t ik a s  w ith  th e  tre a ts ,  

b u t  w h a t  h e  lo v e d  m o s t  w a s  m y  

n e p h e w ’s le tte r .

T h is  w a s  o n e  o f  m y  l ife ’ s 

g re a te s t m o m e n ts ,  w a tc h in g  

U t ik a s  c o n n e c t  th e  d o ts  th a t  a 

fa m i ly  a c ro s s  th e  w o r ld  w a s  p ra y ­

in g  a n d  r o o t in g  fo r  h im ,  in c lu d ­

in g  a y o u n g  m a n  h is  e x a c t age .

O n e  o f  m y  m o s t  tre a s u re d  

b le s s in g s  in  l ife  is  m y  fa m i ly ’s 

to ta l  s u p p o r t .  W e  a ll n e e d  c h e e r ­

le a d e rs  in  l ife , a n d  I w a n t  m y  

s p o n s o re d  c h ild  to  k n o w  th a t  h e  

h a s  a c h e e r le a d e r, to o — s o m e o n e  

to  y e ll e n c o u ra g e m e n ts  f r o m  

th e  s id e lin e s  a n d  o f fe r  a h a n d  in  

t im e s  o f  t r o u b le .  •

W hy d o  you love be ing  a ch ild  

sponsor? W rite  th e  e d ito rs  at 
w v m a g a z in e @ w o rld v is io n .o rg .

o

CHANGE AGENT

We are so amazed 
to look back at the 
hand o f God in all 
of this. There are no 
limits to what God 
can do!”

|NAME | K n o b lo c h  F a m ily  |HOME 1 N o rm a l,  III. | PH06HAH | G i f t  C a ta lo g

[THE BUZZ | A s Christm as approached la s t year, M a t t  a n d  S u m m e r  K n o b lo c h  w a n te d  to  

te a c h  th e ir  c h ild re n — C h a rlo t te , C live , a n d  C o ra — th e  tru e  s p ir i t  o f  C h r is tm a s . Even 

th o u g h  fa m ily  fin a n c e s  w e re  t ig h t ,  th e y  s ta rte d  a “ s e rv a n t’ s ja r ."  W h e n  M a tt  o r  S u m m e r  

“ c a u g h t”  th e  c h ild re n  s e rv in g  s o m e o n e , th e y  p u t  lo o s e  c h a n g e  in  th e  jar. T h e  c o u p le  

p la n n e d , o n  C h r is tm a s  Eve, to  m a tc h  w h a te v e r  th e  c h ild re n  e a rn e d , a n d  th e  fa m ily  a g reed  

to  s p e n d  th e  fu n d s  o n  ite m s  in  th e  W o r ld  V is io n  G if t  C a ta lo g . W h e n  D e c  2 4  a rr ive d , 

th e  c h a n g e  a n d  m a tc h  to ta le d  $ 2 6 , b u t  th e y  c o u ld n 't  d e c id e  o n  a g if t .  A  fe w  days later, 

C h a r lo tte , th e n  6, d e c id e d  sh e  w o u ld  m a k e  a n d  se ll b o o k m a rk s  fo r  25 c e n ts  e ach  to  

f in a n c ia lly  h e lp  th e  fa m ily . T o u c h e d , S u m m e r  s u g g e s te d  C h a r lo t te  in s te a d  p u t  th e  m o n e y  

to w a rd  th e ir  s til l-u n d e c id e d  W o r ld  V is io n  g if t  fo r  a fa m ily  in  nee d . T h ro u g h  a b o o s t f ro m  

S u m m e r ’ s Fa ce b oo k  fr ie n d s , C h a r lo t te 's  sa les b ro u g h t th e  c o m b in e d  fu n d ra is in g  to  $ 2 0 0 . 

B u t G o d  s t i l l  w a s n ’t  d o n e . In  th e  la s t w e e k  o f  sa les, a lo c a l b u s in e s s  o w n e r  m a tc h e d  th is  

n e w  a m o u n t— b r in g in g  th e  to ta l to  $ 4 0 0 . S u m m e r  says, “ W e  a re  s o  a m a z e d  to  lo o k  back 

a t th e  h a n d  o f  G o d  in  a ll o f  th is . T h e re  a re  n o  l im its  to  w h a t  G o d  ca n  d o ! "  •

SHARING SPONSORSHIP
N ow  child sp o n so rs c a n  h e lp  c h a n g e  th e  liv e s  o f  e v e n  m o re  c h ild re n  a ro u n d  th e  

w o r ld ,  by  s im p ly  te l l in g  th e ir  s to r ie s . S h a re  a b o u t  y o u r  s p o n s o rs h ip  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  

o th e rs  o n  m yworldvision.org, w h e re  y o u  c a n  c re a te  y o u r  p e rs o n a l s p o n s o rs h ip  

p a g e — a n d  in v i te  o th e rs  to  jo in  y o u .

To get started, 

just follow 

these three 

easy steps:

□
1. Create and 
p erson alize your 
w eb page.

O p  o

2. Share your page 
with friends and 
family.

o
a

Si
J Z I

“My webpage was so fast to set up, and now 
I have a simple way to spread the word about 
something that really makes a difference."
- I. K A 11 P A R S O N S ,  W orld Vision sponsor | Olathe, Kan,

3. W atch as  friends sp o n so r 
children on  your w eb p a g e —  
and lives are changed.

t  m yw ortdv is ion .o rg /share

to  learn m ore, create yo u r page, and 

sh a rii w ith  friends.
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BIBLE INSIGHTS FOR 
CHILDREN

God’s Love For You, written by Rich and 
Renee Steams, is a Bible storybook with a big 

worldview. Renee explains why.

T here are a lot o f  ch ild ren ’s Bible storybooks o u t th ere. W hat is u nique abou t 

C o d ’s Love fo r  You?
REN EE; S c r ip tu re  is th e  e x p a n s iv e  s to ry  o f  C o d ’ s lo v e  fo r  a ll h u m a n k in d ,  y e t w e  o fte n  

re a d  th e  B ib le  as i f  i t  o n ly  a p p lie s  to  u s— A m e r ic a n  C h r is t ia n s . By p a ir in g  fa m i l ia r  B ib le  

s to r ie s  w ith  th e  s to r ie s  o f  p e o p le  l iv in g  in  a v a r ie ty  o f  p la ce s  a n d  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a ro u n d  

th e  w o r ld  to d a y , Cod’s Love For You re m in d s  re a d e rs  ju s t  h o w  b ro a d  a n d  d e e p  G o d ’ s lo v e  

is  f o r  a ll o f  us .

H ow  did your experience o f  reading the Bible to  your five children influence you as you 

wrote the modern-day stories?

A s  p a re n ts , w e  to o k  s e r io u s ly  th e  re s p o n s ib i l ity  to  ra is e  o u r  c h ild re n  to  lo v e  C o d , h is  

W o rd , a n d  th e  p e o p le  h e  c re a te d . R e a d in g  B ib le  s to r ie s  w ith  o u r  c h ild re n  e ach  day, w e  

lo n g e d  to  b r in g  a liv e  th o s e  b ib lic a l p r in c ip le s  th r o u g h  re a l- life  e x a m p le s . W h e n  R ich  b eg a n  

w o rk in g  a t W o r ld  V is io n , w e  w e re  in t ro d u c e d  to  a w h o le  w o r ld  o f  re a l- life  e x a m p le s . So w e  

d e c id e d  to  s h a re  th e s e  s to r ie s  w ith  p a re n ts  to  h e lp  th e ir  c h ild re n  see  C o d 's  b ig  w o r ld .

In their n ew  Bible storybook, Renee 

and Rich Stearns featu re  stories o f  

children they m et all o ver th e  world.

W hat m essage  did you and Rich seek to 

com m unicate through th ose stories?

O u r  g o a l is  to  i l lu s t ra te  n o t  o n ly  h o w  m u c h  

C o d  lo v e s  a n d  ca re s  fo r  a ll o f  h is  c re a t io n , 

b u t  a ls o  h o w  h e  m ig h t  u s e  e ven  th e  

s im p le s t  a c ts  o f  k in d n e s s  a n d  c o m p a s s io n  

to w a rd  o th e rs  to  c h a n g e  th e  w o r ld .

W hy is it im portant to teach children about 

the realities o f  people living in need around 

th e world?

A s  w e  liv e  in  an  in c re a s in g ly  in te rc o n n e c te d  

g lo b a l c o m m u n ity ,  w e  ca n  h e lp  o u r  

c h ild re n  b e c o m e  a w a re  th a t  th e  w o r ld  

is  f i l le d  w ith  p e o p le  w h o  m a y  s e e m  ve ry  

d if fe re n t  f r o m  u s  b u t  a re  re a lly  q u ite  

s im ila r . W e  a ll a re  lo v e d  by  G o d  a n d  in  

n ee d  o f  a S a v io r. A n d  G o d  h a s  in v ite d  e ven  

th e  y o u n g e s t a m o n g  u s  to  h e lp  m a k e  th e  

w o r ld  a b e t te r  p la c e  to  l iv e  b y  e m b ra c in g  

G o d ’ s c a ll to  lo v e  th e  w o r ld  as Jesus d o e s .

W hat is your advice for parents about 

praying with their children for th ese 

concerns?

S o m e  o f  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  in  w h ic h  

p e o p le  liv e  a re  to o  m u c h  f o r  s m a ll c h ild re n  

to  h a n d le . B u t th e re  a re  w a y s  to  g e n t ly  

h e lp  c h ild re n  re la te  to  th o s e  in  n ee d .

F o r e x a m p le , w h e n  y o u  g iv e  y o u r  s o n  o r  

d a u g h te r  a g la s s  o f  w a te r, p ra y  to g e th e r  

f o r  th e  7 6 8  m i l l io n  p e o p le  w h o , a t le a s t fo r  

to d a y , d o n ’t  h a v e  th e  c le a n  w a te r  w e  so  

e a s ily  ta k e  fo r  g ra n te d . O r  w h e n  y o u  ta k e  

y o u r  c h ild  to  th e  p e d ia tr ic ia n , p o in t  o u t  

t h a t  th e re  a re  c h ild re n  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld  

w h o  a re  s ic k , a n d  a g a in  ta k e  a m o m e n t  to  

p ra y  fo r  th e m .  R ely o n  y o u r  c h i ld ’s n a tu ra l 

e m p a th y  to  d ra w  th e m  in to  c o n v e rs a t io n  

w ith  G o d  a b o u t  th o s e  in  n e e d . •

^ s
by T h o m a s N elso n , is availab le n o w  in 

b o o k sto res and  on lin e  retailers. Find o u t 

m ore at w w w .rich stearn s.o rg . S ee  artw ork 

from  C o d ’s Love For You on  p a g e s  12-13.
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GHRI 
CENTERED 
BOOKS THAT 
CHALLENGE
Few gifts are more val­

ued than those that offer 

refreshing, timeless truth. 

These new books from 

World Vision U.S. President 

Rich Steams and his wife, 

Renee, are filled with faith- 

growing wisdom and com­

pelling stories that inspire 

action— just in time for 

Christmas giving.
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Unfinished: Believing Is 
Only the Beginning

R ic h ’ s s e c o n d  b o o k  e n c o u r ­

a ges re a d e rs  to  d is c o v e r  

th e ir  u n iq u e  ro le s  in  G o d ’s 

k in g d o m . Unfinished in v ite s  

C h r is t ia n s  to  re c a p tu re  th e  

u rg e n c y  o f  G o d ’s s p e c if ic  

m is s io n  in  th e ir  liv e s  a n d  

d is c o v e r  th e  m e a n in g , 

p u rp o s e , a n d  s ig n if ic a n c e  

w e  lo n g  fo r. A  s e p a ra te  s ix - 

s e s s io n  D V D  s tu d y  g u id e  

e q u ip s  s m a ll g ro u p s  a n d  

B ib le  s tu d y  p a r t ic ip a n ts  to  

d ig  d e e p e r  in to  G o d 's  ca ll 

o n  th e ir  live s .

God’s Love For You: 
Sharing His Heart With 
Children Around die World

In  th is  b e a u t ifu l ly  i llu s tra te d  

c h ild re n ’ s s to ry b o o k , R ich  

a n d  R ene£  c o u p le  fa m il ia r  

B ib le  a c c o u n ts  w ith  s to r ie s  

o f  c h ild re n  in  d e v e lo p ­

in g  c o u n tr ie s , s h o w in g  

h o w  G o d ’ s lo v e  re ach e s  

e v e ry  c o rn e r  o f  o u r  w o r ld .  

C h ild re n  a ge s  4  to  9  w il l  

le a rn  h o w  to  s h a re  G o d ’s 

lo v e  w ith  th e ir  c o m m u n it ie s  

a n d  th e  w o r ld  th ro u g h  th e s e  

in s p ira t io n a l n a rra tiv e s .

He Walks Among Us: 
Encounters With Christ 
in a Broken World

In  th is  9 0 -d a y  d e v o t io n a l,  

R ich  a n d  R ene£  h e lp  re ad e rs  

t o  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  G o d  sees 

th e  p o o r  as  b le s s e d  a n d  

g iv e s  U .S . b e lie v e rs  a g lo b a l 

p e rs p e c tiv e  o n  C h r is t ia n  

fa ith .  D y n a m ic  s to ry te l lin g  

a n d  p h o to s  in v ite  re ad e rs  

t o  e n c o u n te r  G o d ’s t ra n s ­

fo r m in g  p o w e r  in  th e  liv e s  

o f  C h r is t- fb l lo w e rs  w h o  

m a y  h a v e  v e ry  l i t t le  m a te r ia l 

w e a lth  b u t  a re  b le s s e d  w ith  

s p ir i tu a l  r ic h e s . •

As a Family 

C hristian 

M inistry, 100 

percent o f  

earnings from  

iD isc ip le  w ill 

be donated 

to  suppo rt 

C hristian  m in ­

istries around 

the  w orld .

DIGITAL TOOL FOR THE DAILY WALK
There are countless re s o u rc e s  fo r  C h r is tia n  d is c ip le s h ip  o u t  

th e re — b o o k s , m a g a z in e s , w e b s ite s , a pp s , a n d  a u d io  a n d  v id e o  d ip s .  

W o u ld n 't  i t  be  g re a t i f  th e y  w e re  eas ily  a cce ss ib le  a ll in  o n e  p lace?

N o w  th e y  a re . iDisciple, a F a m ily  C h r is t ia n  M in is try , d e liv e rs  

b ib lic a l a n d  p ra c t ic a l c o n te n t  f r o m  C h r is t ia n  th o u g h t  le a d e rs —  

in c lu d in g  W o r ld  V is io n — to  m o b ile  d e v ic e s . U s e rs  c a n  a ccess  fre e  

b a s ic  fe a tu re s  o r  s u b s c r ib e  fo r  $ 4 .9 9  a m o n th  to  re ce ive  

d e v o t io n a ls ,  B ib le  s tu d ie s , s e rm o n s , a n d  m o re , c u s to m iz e d  to  th e ir  

in te re s ts  a n d  s e a s o n s  o f  life . S u b s c rib e rs  ca n  a ls o  a ccess  p re m iu m  

c o n te n t  a n d  g iv e  to  th e ir  fa v o r ite  ca use s .

L o o k  fo r  W o r ld  V is io n ’s fre e  c h a n n e l o n  iD is c ip le ,  d e liv e r in g  

d a ily  p h o to s , s to r ie s , a n d  p ra y e r c o n te n t  a b o u t C h r is t ia n s  c a r in g  fo r  

th e ir  n e ig h b o rs  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld .  •

S S S f i S H B H I  I M f t
to d ay at www.iDisdplaApp.com/WV an d  sta rt receiving 

daily reso u rces to  help  gu id e  you r w alk w ith  G o d . iD iscip le  is 

availab le o n  IPhone, iPad, Android d ev ices , and  th e  w eb.

W O R L D  V I S I O N  • P A G E  I I  • W I N T E R  SOI  .1

http://www.iDisdplaApp.com/WV




M O R E  T H A N  2 , 0 0 0  YEARS AGO,  G O D  C H O S E  H U M B L E  SHE PH ER DS  T O BE 

THE FIRST TO GREET THE N E W B O R N  CHRIST .  T ODAY ,  IN THE PLACES WH ER E  

W O R L D  V I S I O N  W O R K S ,  G O D  STILL CALLS A N D  EQUI PS  T H O SE  W H O  ARE 

D I S A D V A N T A G E D  TO D E M O N S T R A T E  HIS LOVE A N D  BU I LD  HIS K I N G D O M .

BY MARILEE PIERCE D U N K E R  

I LL U S TR A T I ON  BY M A R T I N A  PELUSO

And there were shepherds living 
out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 

over their flocks at night. 

—Luke 2:8



■
 2003, I visited a remote area of Kenya where World Vision had

worked for nearly 20 years. Celebrating all God had done in that 
time, a group of local pastors invited me for a special “barbeque” 
under the stars. Meat roasted on a spit, and its juices dripped into 
the roaring flames, setting off sparks that shot up into the night 

sky like swarms of brilliant fireflies.
I put my head back to watch their ascent and caught my breath, dazzled by the endless 

canopy of stars overhead. Millions of stars twinkled with a brilliance I’d never seen in the 
murky skies over my Southern California home.

Whenever I read the story of the first Christmas in Luke 2 ,1 picture that night. Like 
our Maasai hosts, the shepherds who kept watch over their sheep at night were nomadic 
people of the land. Their days were measured by the rhythm of God’s creation. Their lives 
were hard but predictable, each day much like the one before. Then one night, something 
extraordinary happened.

“An angel o f the Lord appeared to them, and the glory o f the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been bom to you; he is the Messiah. This will be a sign to you: 
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger., ” —LUKE 2:9-12

The world changed that silent, starry night. For thousands of years Israel had been await­
ing the arrival of the Messiah. Now he was here and, incredibly, of all the people on the plan­
et, God chose to announce this astounding news to a group of humble, illiterate shepherds.

These men were among the poorest of the poor. But their humble station did not dis­
qualify them from participating in a miracle. In fact, the Word says that they were the first 
to seek out the Christ child—and the first to share the good news with others. Luke 2:18 tells 
us that “all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.”

Wherever World Vision works, we see God using humble servants like these to declare 
his glory in the darkness and participate in the works of his kingdom. And as was true of the 
shepherds’ extraordinary tale, their stories never fail to amaze and astound.
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T H E  G O D  W H O  S E E S  U S

N L I K E  T H E  N I G H T  O U R  S A V I O R  W A S  

B O R N ,  there was no celebration when 
Minakhsy Roul came into the world. She 
was born w ith only partial vision, and in 
rural India it is broadly assumed that 
physical and mental impairments are the 

result of past sins or generational curses. The result of this 
fatalistic view is that a disabled child is often considered a 
burden and of little use to either the family or the community.

“I grew up feeling inferior to others. The children called 
me ‘the girl w ith one eye.’ And while my parents loved me, I 
was sure it was out of pity. After all, I was handicapped,” 
Minakhsy recalls.

“Minakhsy used to cry and ask why her siblings were 
normal and she was not,” says Dhirendra Roul, M inakhsy’s 
father. “We were very concerned about her future. Who 
would m arry her? We were certain that she wouldn’t be able

to take care of herself.”
Angry at the world, her parents, and God, Minakhsy 

dropped out of school before completing 10th grade. Feeling 
lonely and w ithout hope, she became increasingly depressed. 
It was during this time that God sent a messenger of hope 
into her life.

Pratima Tandi, a prayerful and spirited World Vision 
community development coordinator, saw something spe­
cial in the young woman and went out of her way to encour­
age her.

“W hen I first interacted with Minakhsy, she had very low 
self-esteem. It took many visits for her to realize that she was 
special and that God loved her just the way she was. 1 told 
her that everything happens for a reason and that while o th­
ers did not see her potential, God saw her for who she truly 
was and had a purpose for her life.”

Eventually Minakhsy introduced Pratima to people with



different kinds of disabilities, like 45-year-old Anjita Das, 
who has no fingers or toes, and Atushi Biswal, a young 
woman w ith autism. Pratim a learned that neighbors told 
Atushi’s m other tha t her daughter was insane and strongly 
suggested that she kill the little girl to be free from the 
burden. But Anjana Biswal loved her daughter and refused. 
Life has been a struggle ever since.

Pratim a and M inakhsy began praying for God to show 
them  ways to assist disabled women like Anjita and Atushi 
and help them  develop their God-given talents. As a result, 
the Maa Batamangala Self-help Group for women w ith 
mental and physical challenges was established.

“People thought tha t we were crazy and questioned the 
efficiency and sustainability of the group. But we knew the 
purpose God had given us and kept his vision in mind,” 
Pratim a says.

Because the women didn’t  have any income, World 
Vision invested $400 in a poultry farm  and trained the 
nine-member support group to raise chickens and manage 
their finances. Pratim a constantly encouraged the group, 
instilling a “never-accept-defeat” attitude in the team.

They succeeded beyond all expectations. As a result, a 
local agricultural officer sanctioned a $7,400 loan, and 
now group members are hoping to make their poultry 
farm a renowned enterprise w ith  hundreds of chickens.

“So w hat if I don’t  have fingers and toes on my hands 
and feet? I can still do things,” declares Anjita proudly. 
“From 40 chicks we will increase to 200, then 300. No one 
can stop us now.”

Atushi’s mother, Anjana Biswal, has seen a similar 
transform ation in her daughter’s life. “Once my autistic 
child was confined to her home. But now she mixes w ith 
the group, laughing and dancing, and the very neighbors 
who advised me to kill her now say tha t she is lakshmi— a 
source of income into our home. It is only God’s grace that 
brought her to this group and his provision gives us hope.” 

The Bible tells the  story of a m an who was born blind. 
The disciples ask Jesus who sinned, the m an or his par­
ents? Jesus answers, “N either.... This happened so tha t the 
works of God might be displayed in him .”

Minakhsy Roul was born partially blind, but today she 
works tirelessly on behalf of neighbors w ith special needs, 
petitioning the government for everything from wheel­
chairs to disability pensions and helping others to see them ­
selves as God sees them —as people of value and purpose.

Looking at all she has achieved, her father says, “W hen 
I die, M inakhsy will not face the problems I thought she 
would. She is self-sufficient, and her future is bright. This 
is solely possible because of God’s love. This is the bigger 
plan of God!”

a

People thought that we 
were crazy and questioned 

the efficiency and 
sustainability o f the group. 
But we knew the purpose 
God had given us and kept 

his vision in mind.

$§

—Pratima Tandi
WORLD V ISIO N  CO M M U N ITY  

D EV ELO PM EN T COORDINATOR

T H E  G O D  W H O  
G I V E S  P U R P O S E

V E R  T H E  Y E A R S ,  I have m et many peo­
ple like Minakhsy, and they have taught me 
that the most powerful messengers of hope 
are often those who once were the most 
hopeless.

As a trained World Vision AIDS care­
giver in the Keembe area of Zambia, Susan Mweetwa has 
brought hope and comfort to hundreds of people suffering 
from HIV and AIDS. Her unique ability to understand their 
pain stems from the fact that Susan is HIV-positive and 
knows w hat it means to be w ithout hope.

W hen she was 17, Susan was raped by a man she barely 
knew. W hen her father discovered she was pregnant, he 
insisted that she quit school and marry the man. Two years 
later, her husband died, and Susan took her young son to live
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