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C hildren in T iraque, 
Bolivia, are encouraged  

to  explore th e ir faith.
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Departments
FROM THE PRESIDENT
We m u s t never fo rg e t th a t w e are 
engaged in  a c lash o f  tw o  s p iritu a l 
k in g d o m s .

0 5  FRONTLINES
A  bike b rings  good news; a teen ’s reason 
fo r  ru n n in g ; and m ore .

WHERE ARE THEY NOW
A  fo rm e r sponso red  c h ild  becom es an 
u nde rcove r cop .

INSPIRATION
C od uses a personal tragedy to  open doors 
in  M a u rita n ia .

Features

Rochunga Pudiate was 
an eager student when he 

first met Bob Pierce.

Bearing Witness in Bolivia
W o rld  V is io n ’s m is s io n  has an e te rn a l d im e n s io n .

^  ̂  An Investment 
to Last a Lifetime

M a rile e  P ierce D u n k e r d isco ve rs  h o w  he r fa ther, 
W o rld  V is io n  fo u n d e r  B ob P ierce, in s p ire d  o ne  o f  
In d ia 's  fo re m o s t C h ris t ia n  leaders.

/  A Network of Prayer
H o w  sponsors  fro m  th e  U n ited  States pray fo r  th e  
ch ild ren  they  s u p p o rt a round  th e  globe.

A B O V E  

W orld  V is ion partners  
w ith  churches in Bolivia 

to  m eet physical and  
spiritual needs.
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F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

A World at War
BY  R I C H  S T E A R N S

ast C hristm as, m y 
daughte r gave m e “ Band 
o f  B rothers,”  the  award- 
w in n in g  H B O  series th a t 
fo llow s th e  legendary 
101st A irbo rne  D iv is ion  

th rough  its key battles in W orld  W ar II. O ne 
o f  the  m o s t d ram atic  episodes dep icts the  
Battle o f  the  Bulge. Fought over the  w in te r 
m on ths  o f  1944 and 1945, th is  was H itle r ’s 
last-d itch a tte m p t to  d iv ide  the  A llied forces 
d r iv ing  tow ard  G erm any and d is ru p t supply 
lines by cap tu ring  th e  p o rt o f  A ntw erp .

A n tw e rp  was critica l to  su p p ly in g  th e  
A llies  w ith  fuel, a m m u n itio n , food , and 
every th ing  needed to  s u p p o rt tro o p s  at 
th e  fro n t lines. H itle r  knew  th a t i f  he cou ld  
break th e  supp ly  lines, he cou ld  s to p  the  
A llied  o ffens ive  in its  tracks.

The  G e rm an  a rm y  had in it ia l success, c u tt in g  o f f  all seven 
h ighw ays le a d in g  to  B astogne by n oon  o f  Dec. 21. By n ig h tfa ll, 
it  had su rro u n d e d  w h a t w ere  p r im a r ily  A m e rica n  a irb o rn e  and 
a rm o re d  in fa n try  fo rces. T he  o u tn u m b e re d  A m e rica n s  lacked 
co ld -w ea the r gear, a m m u n it io n , fo o d , m ed ica l supp lies , and 
leadersh ip . T h e ir  o n ly  chance o f  success depended  on  be ing  
resupp lied  by an a ird ro p  beh in d  enem y lines— w h ich  w as de­
layed by unu su a lly  severe s n o w  and fog .

A g a in s t a ll odds , th e  A m e rica n s  m anaged to  h o ld  o f f  
th e  G e rm an  ta n ks  u n til th e  m o rn in g  o f  Dec. 23, w hen  the  
te m p e ra tu re  p lu m m e te d , th e  sky daw ned  c lea r and b r ig h t 
w ith  u n lim ite d  v is ib ility , and th e  lo n g e d -fo r a ird ro p  becam e 
poss ib le . W ith  fresh  supp lies , th e  A m e rica n s  cou rageous ly  
he ld  on  a g a in s t th e  G e rm an  advances u n til, fina lly , G eneral 
G eorge  P a tto n ’s T h ird  A rm y  succeeded in p u n c h in g  th ro u g h  
to  B astogne on  th e  day a fte r C h ris tm as.

H itle r  had be t th e  fa rm  on  th is  one last o ffens ive  and lost. 
The  rest, as they  say, is history.

Just as tw o  k ingdom s clashed in Europe d u rin g  W orld  W ar II, 
today there con tinues to  be a clash o f  tw o  sp iritua l k ingdom s in 
o u r w orld . The k ingdom  o f  G od is engaged in a m igh ty  struggle

b Jjf

“Be strong in the Lord 
and in his mighty power.

-E P H E S IA N S  6:10

against the  forces o f  darkness. In Ephe­
sians, the  apostle Paul advises us to  “ pu t 
on the  fu ll a rm o r o f  G od”  in readiness fo r 
a struggle “ n o t against flesh and b lood, bu t 
against the  rulers, against the  authorities, 
against the  powers o f  th is  dark w o rld  and 
against the  sp iritua l forces o f  evil in the  
heavenly realm s”  (Ephesians 6:11-12).

L iv ing  in 21st-cen tu ry  A m erica , w e  can 
easily  lose perspective  on  th is . I t  is n o t 
fa s h ionab le  to  ta lk  a b o u t s p ir itu a l forces 
o f  evil. B ut i f  you d o n ’t  be lieve in these 
fo rces, I w o u ld  like to  in v ite  you to  com e 
w ith  m e to  see w h a t I’ve seen— to  places 
w here  ch ild ren  are b o u g h t and so ld  in to  
sexual slavery; w here  so ld ie rs  gang  rape 
and m u tila te  w o m e n  fo r  sp o rt; w here 
m en spread te r ro r  by a m p u ta tin g  lim bs  
w ith  m achetes; and w here  th e  p o o r are 

tra p p e d  in  g r in d in g  and u n re le n tin g  poverty.
D o n ’t  be foo led  ju s t because w e live in c o m fo rta b le  hom es 

and c ities . The w o rld  is at war, and w e are in th e  m id d le  o f  
th e  ba ttle . You, as ch ild  s ponso rs  and  s u p p o rte rs , are feed ing  
th e  c rit ica l supp ly  lines fo r  G o d ’s k in g d o m  m in is tr ie s  on  th e  
fro n tlin e s  a round  th e  g lobe. W orld  V is io n , w ith  4 0 ,0 0 0  fu l l­
t im e  s ta f f  in nearly 100 co u n trie s , w o u ld  be o u t o f  bus iness 
w ith in  6 0  days i f  o u r  d o n a tio n s  s to p p e d  today. The sam e is 
tru e  fo r  ju s t a b o u t every k in g d o m  m in is try  you can nam e. N o  
m oney, no  m in is try . N o  m in is try , and th e  ba ttle  is lost.

Jesus said to  his disciples, “ From  th e  days o f  John the  Baptist 
un til now, the  k ingdom  o f  heaven has been fo rce fu lly  advancing, 

and forcefu l m en lay ho ld  o f  it "  (M a tthew  
11:12). Friends, please con tinue  to  be 
forcefu l m en and w om en. M uch is at 
stake fo r  the  k ingdom  o f  G od. 0

a t w w w .fiicebo ok .com /
R ichardS tearn s.W VU S .
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N E W S  A N D  N O T E S  A B O U T  T H E  W O R K  O F  W O R L D  V I S I O N  A R O U N D  T H E  G L O B E

F R O N T L I N E S

C o m p i l e d  by J a m e s  A d d i s

TORNADO TRAGEDY
T H E  DEVASTATION M IG H T  resem ble  th a t seen in Port- 
au-P rince, H a iti, fo llo w in g  one  o f  th e  w o rld 's  w o rs t e a rth ­
quakes, b u t th e  scene is ac tua lly  Tusca loosa, A la., a fte r 
scores o f  to rn a d o e s  and v io le n t s to rm s  sw ep t across the  
S ou th  and  M id w e s t th is  pas t sp ring , k illin g  m o re  than  4 0 0  
people . I t  was th e  la rgest o u tb reak  o f  to rn a d o e s  in U.S. 
h is to ry  and th e  w o rs t na tu ra l d isas te r to  s trike  th e  co u n try  
s ince  H u rr ic a n e  Katrina in 2005. Veron ica May, 25, and 
her 6-year-o ld  son, Isa iah (p ic tu re d ), w ere  a m o n g  those

w h o  lo s t th e ir  h o m e  and a lm o s t all th e ir  possessions. 
In th e  im m e d ia te  a fte rm a th  o f  th e  s to rm s , W orld  V is ion  
trucked  in em ergency supp lies  to  A labam a, O k lahom a , 
N o rth  C aro lina , M is s iss ip p i, M is s o u ri, M in n e so ta , and 
V irg in ia — m u c h  o f  i t  fro m  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n ’s new  d o m e s ­
tic  d isas te r headquarte rs  in N o rth  Texas. The s to rm s  
show ed th a t w hen ca la m ity  s trikes, nobody  is in v u ln e r­
able, and th a t a tru e  “ w o rld  v is io n "  m eans ta k in g  care o f  
those  a t h o m e  as w ell as those  in d is ta n t lands. •
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ETHIOPIA
Failure o f  seasonal ra ins in th e  O ro m ia  reg ion  in M arch  p ro m p te d  v illagers to  tre k  fo r  m iles  to  get water, r isk in g  attacks by baboons. 

T he  d ro u g h t caused peop le  to  deepen tra d it io n a l hand -dug  w e lls , m a k in g  th e m  m o re  dangerous and d if f ic u lt to  use. V illagers reported 

n u m e ro u s  cases o f  p re gnan t w o m e n  m isca rry ing  a fte r a tte m p tin g  to  b r in g  w a te r fro m  these  deep w e lls  to  th e  surface. W orld  V is ion  

began tru c k in g  w a te r to  severely a ffected v illages to  p rov ide  relief.

MYANMAR I BADLY SHAKEN
A  m a g n itu d e  6 .8  e a rthquake  
in th e  h ig h ly  p o p u la te d  sta te  
o f  Shan k ille d  m o re  th a n  70  
peo p le  in  M a rch  and severely 
dam aged  sch o o ls  and 
h o m e s . It  a lso  w recked  
w a te r-s u p p ly  sys tem s, leav ing  
th o u s a n d s  w ith o u t  safe 
d r in k in g  w ater. W o rld  V is io n  
in s ta lle d  w a te r-p u r if ic a tio n  
e q u ip m e n t th a t de live red  
1 ,800  g a llo n s  o f  c lean w a te r

a day to  a ffec ted  areas. The  
o rg a n iz a tio n  a lso  p ro v id e d  
em ergency  s u p p lie s  such  as 
c lo thes , b lanke ts , and 
m o s q u ito  ne ts  to  m o re  th a n
8 ,0 0 0  peop le .

CAMBODIA I FIRE FIGHT
T housands  fled  heavy a rtille ry  
b o m b a rd m e n ts  in  Preah 
V ihea r p rov ince  in February as 
T ha i and C am bod ian  forces 
exchanged fire  over d isp u te d

te rrito ry . M o s t C am bod ian  
evacuees cam ped  o u t in rice 
fie lds, te m p le s , and schools  
in th e  Kulen d is tr ic t, w here 
p o o r san ita ry  c o n d itio n s  
led to  h igh  rates o f  d ia rrhea  
and fever a m o n g  c h ild ren . 
W orld  V is io n  d is tr ib u te d  
em ergency supp lies  to  10 ,0 0 0  
d isp laced  people, con stru c te d  
50 la trines , and es tab lished 
C h ild -F riend ly  Spaces fo r  
a ffected ch ild ren .
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JAPAN I CONTINUING EDUCATION
W orld  V is ion  suppo rted  
g o ve rn m e n t a tte m p ts  to  
encourage  ch ild ren  to  
re tu rn  to  schoo l fo llo w in g  
th e  w o rs t earthquake in the  
c o u n try ’s h istory. In A pril, 
th e  o rgan iza tion  began 
d is tr ib u tin g  thousands  
o f  back-to-school k its  fo r  
ch ild ren  w hose  education  
was d is ru p te d  by the  M arch 
quake. W orld  V is io n 's  re lie f 
and recovery e ffo rts  in Japan 
w ill c o n tin u e  fo r  tw o  years 
and w ill in c lude  e s tab lish ing  
c o m m u n ity  k itchens fo r  the  
d isp laced.

EAST AFRICA I MILLIONS FOR WATER
W orld  V is io n  launched  a 
$120 m il l io n  w ater, sa n ita tio n , 
and hyg iene in it ia tiv e  in A p ril 
to  im p ro v e  c h ild  w e ll-be ing  
and c o m m u n ity  live lih o o d s  
fo r  4  m il l io n  peop le  in

W O R L D ’S 
H U N G R I E S T  
CO UN TR I E S

Countries suffering 
exceptional food 

shortages or widespread 
lack o f access to food.

E X C E P T I O N A L
S H O R T A G E

ZIMBABWE* 
IRAQ

W I D E S P R E A D  
L A C K  OF  A C C E S S

NIGER* 
SIERRA LEONE* 

SOMALIA* 
NORTH KOREA* 

MONGOLIA* 
ERITREA 
LIBERIA

*  Indicates where World Vision is 
working to  improve food supply. 

SOURCE: FAO, M AR C H  2011

E th iop ia , Kenya, U ganda, and 
Rwanda. Seven o u t o f  every 10 
peop le  in  th e  areas ta rge ted  
by th e  p ro je c t c u rre n tly  do  
n o t have access to  safe water. 
The  in it ia tiv e  is p a rt o f  W orld  
V is io n 's  "C h ild  H e a lth  N o w ” 
cam pa ign  to  end preven tab le  
c h ild  deaths.

RUSSIAN FEDERATION I 
NEWBORN CARE
A  new ly launched “ H ea lthy  
M o th e rs  fo r  H ea lthy  C h ild re n " 
p ro je c t in  Ingushe tia  and 
D agestan w ill im p ro v e  
th e  tra in in g  o f  m a te rna l- 
hea lthcare  p ro v id e rs  and 
supp ly  in fo rm a tio n  on  
new bo rn  care to  m o re  than
6 ,0 0 0  m o th e rs . M a te rna l 
and in fa n t m o rta lity  rates in

th e  reg ion  are up  to  th ree  
tim e s  h ig h e r th a n  th e  Russian 
Federation average.

CHINA I MALARIA MENACE
A  m a g n itu d e  5.8 quake  s tru c k  
Y unnan  p ro v in c e  in  M a rch , 
k il l in g  m o re  th a n  25 peop le , 
d e s tro y in g  18 ,0 0 0  h om es , 
and  fo rc in g  th e  e vacua tion  o f  
m o re  th a n  1 2 0 ,0 0 0  peop le . 
W o rld  V is io n  responded  w ith  
d is tr ib u t io n s  o f  q u ilts , te n ts , 
and  hyg iene  k its  to  th e  w o rs t 
a ffec ted . As th e  w e t season 
ap p ro a ch e d , th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  
s u p p lie d  8 ,0 0 0  m o s q u ito  
ne ts  to  c o u n te r  th e  h igh  
m a la r ia  risk.

ARMENIA I ESCAPING PROSTTTUTION
C h ild ren  liv in g  at C h ild  Care 
Residen tia l In s t itu t io n  2 
in  Yerevan have new 
o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  voca tiona l 
tra in in g  fo llo w in g  the  
in tro d u c tio n  o f  classes 
s u p p o rte d  by W orld  V is io n . 
S kills  ta u g h t in c lu d e  ta ilo rin g , 
ba tik  p a in tin g , ha ird ress ing , 
and  cookery. T rad itiona lly, 
c h ild ren  leav ing  res iden tia l 
in s titu t io n s  have had few  skills  
and lim ite d  jo b  p rospects . 
M any  fa ll prey to  tra ffickers  
and end  up  in  p ro s titu t io n .

INDONESIA I RECOVERY PLAN
A  W orld  V is io n  eco n o m ic  
recovery p ro g ra m  launched 
in February w ill assis t fa rm ers  
w h o se  live lih o o d s  were los t 
fo llo w in g  th e  e ru p tio n  o f  
M o u n t M e rap i. The  e ru p tio n  
k illed  lives tock  and buried  
c ro p s  w ith  v o lca n ic  ash. The 
p ro g ra m  w ill he lp  re-estab lish  
snake fru it  g ro w in g  in the  
a ffected area (a c ro p  p roduced  
by a na tive  p a lm  tree) and

assis t fa rm e rs  to  d ive rs ify  in to  
banana, c h ili, cassava, and 
m u s h ro o m  p ro d u c tio n .

PHILIPPINES I MONSOON MAYHEM
U n p re ce d e n te d  m o n s o o n s  
in  M in d a n a o  p ro v in c e  in 
February tr ig g e re d  m ass ive  
f lo o d s  th a t su b m e rge d  
h o m e s , b locked  roads, and 
w ashed  away b rid g e s . The  
loss  o f  in fra s tru c tu re  and  
th e  c o n tin u o u s  d r iv in g  ra in  
h a m p e re d  W o rld  V is io n  re lie f 
d is tr ib u t io n s  o f  fo o d  and 
p ow de red  m ilk . M a n y  liv in g  
in  is o la te d  v illages  crossed 
h a za rd o u s  sw a m p la n d  and 
f lo o d e d  rive rs  to  reach W o rld  
V is io n  ass is tance , •

PR O G R E SS  
ON P O V E R T Y

T h is  U .N . M il le n n iu m  
D e v e lo p m e n t C o a l lo o k s  
ach ievab le : t o  re d u c e  by 

h a lf  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  
l iv in g  in  e x tre m e  poverty .

1990 »  1.8 billion* 

2005 »  1.4 billion 

2015» 883 million

*  N u m b er living on  
less than $1.2$ a day.

SOURCE: WORLD BANK. 
APRIL 20U PRESS RELEASE



AFRICAN HEARTBEAT
A youngster's friendship with her sponsored 
child inspires a new book.

W hen  w r ite r  Barb C h ris t in g ’s 6-year-o ld  d a u g h te r p icked  o u t a young  
boy, B orn face  M aga las i, to  s p o n s o r a t a chu rch  s p o n so rsh ip  drive , 
Barb w as less th a n  e n th u s ia s tic . She c o u ld n 't he lp  th in k in g  th a t 
p h o to s  o f  m any  o f  th e  o th e r c h ild ren  on  th e  s p o n so rsh ip  tab le  looked 
m o re  a ttrac tive .

B u t try in g  to  change Katie ’s m in d  proved fu tile . "T here  was 
s o m e th in g  a b o u t th is  ch ild  th a t really to u c h e d  m y daugh te r," Barb 
says, “ and she refused to  p u t th e  fo ld e r dow n . So B ornface cam e in to  
o u r lives .”

W h a t happened subsequently  so insp ired  Barb, o f  La M irada , Calif., 
th a t she jo in e d  forces w ith  illu s tra to r  P h illip  C isneros to  p roduce a

ch ild ren ’s p ic tu re  book. African Heartbeat, 
pub lished by W orld  V is ion , explains 
sponso rsh ip  fro m  a c h ild ’s perspective.
The book is loosely based on  Katie 
and Bornface’s b lo sso m in g  friendsh ip , 
developed th ro u g h  th e ir  exchange o f  cards, 
letters, and photos.

D espite her young  age, Katie gained an 
in s ig h t in to  th e  challenges o f  g row ing  up 
in rura l M a law i and h o w  ch ild  sponsors 
can m ake th in g s  better. Thanks to  
sponsorsh ip , Bornface’s c o m m u n ity  has 
a new  school, a new  w ell, and a better 
d ie t th ro u g h  th e  use o f  im proved  fa rm in g  
techn iques.

A t the  sam e tim e , Barb no ted  a 
deepen ing  sense o f  com pass ion  and 
generosity  in her daughter. W hen the  
C h ris ting  fa m ily  decided to  buy Bornface 
a goa t in a d d ition  to  th e ir  regular 
sponso rsh ip  c o n tr ib u tio n , an overjoyed 
Katie danced a round  th e  house. “ C hildren 
o ften  w ande r a round  w ith  th is  m irro r  in 
fro n t o f  th e ir  face— all they see are th e ir  
needs and th e ir  w a n ts ," Barb says. “ Child 
sponso rsh ip  a llow ed m y daugh te r to  take 
th a t m ir ro r  d ow n  and see past herself.”

Speak to  Katie, and it  becom es clear 
w h a t she m eans: “ Bornface ta u g h t m e th a t 
no  m a tte r w here you are in the  w orld , you 
can s till be loved by som eone  fa r away.”

Barb hopes th a t th e  book w ill open 
c h ild re n ’s eyes to  the  jo y  o f  g iv ing  and 
how  they, to o , can have a fr ie n d  in a 
d is ta n t land. “ K ids are lo o k in g  fo r  the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  be taken seriously,”  she 
says. “ They like to  he lp . O u r  jo b  is to  
e m p o w e r th e m  to  do  so .”  •

See th e  v id e o  o f  Barb  

ta lk in g  a b o u t h e r b o o k  a t 

w v m a g .o rg /h e a rtb e a t o r  

scan  th is  Q R  co d e  w ith  

y o u r  s m a rtp h o n e .

T O  O R D E R  African Heartbeat/ v is it  
W ww.worldvisionresources.com. Idea l fp r  

V  ch ild re n  ages 4  to  8  b u t w)H appea l to  .all.
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CHANGE AGENT I
>Mf | C ra ig  and C arol Powell 

Ihdme I M eadv ille , Pa.

M] C red it ana lys t and o ffice  m anager

M G if t P lanning

ZZj As a fo rm e r fa rm er, C raig Powell 
ap p re c ia te s  th e  va lu e  o f  w a te r in  an ag ra rian  
s o c ie ty  and  lo n g s  to  m ake  i t  ava ilab le  to  
th o s e  w h o  need it. H is  w ife , Carol, a fo rm e r 
para lega l, loves th e  idea o f  fe e d in g  hung ry  
ch ild ren . For years, th e  c o up le  has c o n tr ib u te d  
to  b o th  goa ls  by p u rch a s in g  ite m s  fro m  W orld  
V is io n 's  G if t Cata log— p ro v id in g  fu n d in g  fo r  
th in g s  like  w e lls , ch ickens, and fish  ponds. 
Im p ressed  by w h a t th e ir  d o n a tio n s  have 
ach ieved, th e y  w a n t to  c o n tin u e  th e ir  g iv in g  
a fte r th e ir  life tim e  and have m ade  W orld  
V is io n  a bene fic ia ry  o f  th e ir  w ill. •

For m any years, I  have been in estate 
administration as a paralegal. I  am always 
am azed by w hat people can accomplish by 
m aking a charitable donation in their will.”
- C A R O L  P O W E L L

F O R  IN F O R M A T IO N  O N  h o w  to  in c lud e  
W orld  V is io n  in  yo u r w ill,  ca ll 800.426.5753 
o r e m a il giftplanningQ w orldvision.org.

BLESSED BIKE

I
The C h ris t B ike is a labor 
o f  love, b u t the  m an 
w h o  p u t the  cus tom  
m oto rcyc le  to g e the r does 
n o t w ish  to  be know n.
H e calls h im s e lf “ D oc 
H o lliday ”  and is a re tired  
d o c to r fro m  upsta te  
N ew  York.

"H o llid a y "  spen t 
th ree  years and $ 6 0 ,0 0 0  

b u ild in g  the  bike, w hose design and pa in tw o rk  dep ic t th e  life  o f  Jesus. As the  
p ro jec t neared c o m p le tio n , he decided he cou ld  n o t keep th e  b ike fo r  h im se lf. 
Instead, he fe lt th e  Lord d ire c tin g  h im  th a t i t  shou ld  be used to  advance the  
cause o f  th e  gospel in the  b iker c o m m u n ity  as w e ll as the  w o rk  o fW o r ld  
V is ion . H o lliday  was fa m ilia r w ith  W orld  V is ion  a fte r d o in g  m edica l w o rk  fo r  
underp riv ileged  c o m m u n it ie s  in  A frica  and Asia.

So H o lliday  con tacted  Joe M archelewski (aka Pastor Ski) o f  the  R ush ing W ind  
B iker C hurch in Bohem ia, N.Y. It  was agreed th a t d u rin g  2011 the  bike w ou ld  be 
exh ib ited at shows around the  coun try  and raffled to  raise money. It’s hoped the 
p ro ject w ill raise a t least $250 ,000— w ith  50 percent o f  the  proceeds g o in g  to  
W orld  V is ion  and th e  rest g o ing  to  a Rushing W in d  church  b u ild in g  p ro ject and 
Bikers fo r  Christ.

W h ile  on  display, the  bike w ill serve ano the r purpose— to  m ake C h ris t know n. 
E xh ib itors  o f  the  bike w ill be able to  expla in its  va rious  features. In a d d itio n  to  the  
a rtw ork , these  inc lude  a head ligh t ensconced in barbed w ire  to  deno te  the  c row n 
o f  th o rn s ; a Rom an spearhead, s im ila r  to  one  p lunged in Jesus’ s ide, on  the  
cha in  cover; and 30  pieces o f  s ilver fused in to  the  gas tank, w h ich  a lso carries the  
w o rds  o f  John 3:16 and John 14:6— “ N o  m an com es to  the  fa the r except by m e ."

Pastor Ski says H o lliday  does n o t w a n t any g lo ry  fo r  h im se lf. “ H e  ju s t w ants 
th e  bike o u t there  d o in g  G od 's  w o rk ."  •

and purchase a raffle ticket w ith  the 
potentia l to w in the bike, visit w vm ag.org/b ike .

V O L U N T E E R  A T  W O M E N  O F  F A I T H

World Vision urgen tly  needs vo lun tee rs  fo r  u p c o m in g  W om en o f  Faith 
conferences held in  c ities  across th e  country. C ou ld  you he lp  s ta ff a ch ild  
sp o n so rsh ip  tab le  and encourage o the rs  to  s p o n so r a child?

“M y husband, Gene, and I really enjoyed our experience last night for 
World Vision. I understand our group collectively signed up 80  children.
We loved helping people find the child they wanted to support 
Those children are so precious." —Brenda Fuller, Leesburg, Va.

» VISIT www.worldvision.org/events or call 888.511.6417. YWIMFNM HAITI \
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Meeting a 14-year-old sex worker breaks the heart o f  a fellow teen.

T here is a song  th a t lam en ts  
th a t nobody  is bo rn  in 
M a ta m o ro s — a tro u b le d  
M exican b o rd e r to w n  th a t 
c om prises  a roo tless po p u la ­
t io n  fro m  all over th e  country. 
M any  end up  the re  a fte r 
be ing  assured o f  safe passage 

in to  th e  U n ited  S tates, o n ly  to  f in d  th a t 
such assurances are w o rth less . G irls  o ften  
re so rt to  sex w o rk  to  s u p p o rt them se lves  
and th e ir  fam ilie s .

In 2009 , S tephanie W h ite  o f  
W eym outh , M ass., then  ju s t 15 years o ld , 
v is ited  the  red-ligh t d is tr ic t as pa rt o f  a 
church  m iss ion  tr ip . A m o n g  the  m any 
shocks was seeing g irls  even younger than  
he rse lf se lling  th e ir  bodies. The  shacks they 
operated fro m  had w indow s w here  p ro ­
spective c lien ts  cou ld  v iew  w h a t was go ing

on inside. “There w ere several people 
d o in g  th a t,”  S tephanie says, “ and it  ju s t 
broke m y heart.”

O ne  g irl, Ruby, approached 
S tephan ie ’s m a le  trans la to r, a s su m in g  he 
was a like ly c lien t. H e assured her th a t he 
was n o t b u t suggested they  all s it dow n 
and have a soda. S tephanie  recalls try in g  
to  te ll Ruby, w h o  w as a b o u t 14 years o ld , 
a b o u t G o d ’s love, b u t it  was hard go ing . 
“ You co u ld  ju s t see on  her face,”  she says, 
“ th a t the re  was no  e m o tio n , no  hope, 
n o th in g  le ft."

Ruby fin a lly  b righ tened  w hen 
S tephan ie  gave her a S panish N ew  
Testam ent. B ut s h o rtly  a fterw ard, 
S tephan ie  and he r tra n s la to r fe lt  c o m ­
pelled to  m ake a hu rried  depa rtu re  as 
Ruby’s p im p  approached. S tephan ie ’s last 
s ig h t w as o f  Ruby a rg u in g  w ith  th e  p im p

as he dem anded  Ruby give h im  th e  Bible.
G irls  like Ruby see lit t le  o f  th e  m oney 

they earn. P im ps w ill pay th e m  in grocer­
ies o r dem and  e xo rb itan t renta l paym ents 
fo r  th e  shacks they  use. “ G irls  are unable 
to  save up  and ge t o u t o f  th e  system ,”  
S tephanie  says.

M e m o rie s  o f  M a ta m o ro s  have 
haun ted  S tephanie , now  18, ever since. 
D e te rm ined  to  do  s o m e th in g  to  he lp  g irls  
like Ruby, she dec ided to  run 365 m iles 
over th e  course  o f  th e  s u m m e r to  raise 
m oney fo r  W orld  V is ion  p rog ram s to  help 
sexually exp lo ited  g irls . Each m ile  repre­
sents  one. day in a year o f  su ffe ring  fo r  an 
exp lo ited  g irl. 0

Stephan ie 's fun d ra is in g  
e ffo rt, v is it w vm ag.org /runn ing .

W O R L D  V I S I O N A U T U M N  2 0 1 1

S te p h a n ie  W h ite , 18, 

d o n s  h er ru n n in g  

shoes to  c o m b a t 

sexual slavery.
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THE STORY
Z on d e rva n ’s book The Story reads 
like a novel and condenses the  
g rea t events and characters  o f  
th e  B ible in to  31 c o m p e llin g  and 
accessib le chap ters. N o w  W orld  
V is ion  presents “ T he  S tory" doub le  
a lb u m , fe a tu r in g  18 new  songs 
te llin g  th e  b ib lica l s to ry  fro m  A dam  

and Eve to  th e  second c o m in g  o f  C hris t. The  
a lb u m  fea tu res  a lm o s t tw o  dozen C h ris tian  a rtis ts  
in c lu d in g  M ichae l W. S m ith , A m y  G ran t, Chris 
T o m lin , and M a rk  H a ll (Casting C row ns). M oney 
ra ised fro m  sales o f  th e  a lb u m  w ill s u p p o rt W orld  
V is io n ’s “ C h ild  H ea lth  N o w ”  cam pa ign .

visit w w w .th e s to ry c d .c o m .
about Child Health Now, 

v is i tw w w .w o rld v is io n .o rg /c h ild h e a h h n o w .

BUY A BIBLE, HELP A CHILD
Purchase a T h o m a s  N e lson  B ib le in a C hris tian  
re ta il s to re  and he lp  s u p p o rt W orld  V is io n 's  e ffo rts  
to  end poverty  and preventab le  deaths am o n g  
ch ild ren  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld  and in th e  U n ited  States. 
“ Buy a B ible, H e lp  a C h ild ”  is p a rt o f  T hom as 
N e lso n ’s “ G o d ’s W ord  in  A c tio n ” cam pa ign—  
encou rag ing  C hris tians  to  change th e  w o rld  by 
se rv ing  o the rs . M oney 
raised fro m  B ib le  sales 
w ill be m u lt ip lie d  fo u r  
tim e s  by m a tch in g  g rants  
and co rpo ra te  d o n a tion s  
w ith  an overa ll goa l to  
p rov ide  m o re  th a n  $1 m il­
lio n  to  c h ild ren  in  need.

CYNTHIA CARROLL,
W h ile  a tte n d in g  a W om en o f  Faith conference in 
O c to b e r 2 0 0 9 , 1 fe lt th a t there  was ano the r reason 
to  be there  besides w o rsh ip  and fe llow sh ip . People 
fro m  W orld  V is ion  began to  speak, exp la in ing w ha t 
a d iffe rence ch ild  sponso rsh ip  makes. I lis tened, no t 
know ing  i f  I cou ld  a ffo rd  it, due  to  be ing on disability. 
I knew  th a t I had the  love, b u t m one ta rily  I d id  no t 
know. I stepped in to  the  hall and began to  pray. The 
Lord spoke to  me: Have I not always provided fo r  you? 
I re turned to  m y seat, and there was a p ic tu re  o f  a 
beautifu l g irl fro m  A lbania. I no ticed  her b irthday: 
Feb. 14, the  day o f  love. I began to  cry and knew then 
th a t she was fo r  m e to  sponsor. The Lord has seen 
to  it  th a t I have enough fo r  m y sponsorsh ip  and an 
extra m o n th ly  g ift. A nd  I have a friend  w ho  calls m e 
“ G ra n d m a ”  fro m  far away. •

E Why do you love 
being a child sponsor? W rite the editors a t 
w v m a g a z in e Q  w o rld v is io n .o rg .

I f
WHAT CAN 

I  DO?
Four ways to 

share the joy o f  
child sponsorship.

I

HOPE SUNDAY
S ha re  w ith  y o u r  c h u rc h  

th e  d iffe re n c e  th a t  
in d iv id u a ls  ca n  m a ke  

by  s p o n s o r in g  a c h ild .

1
CHILD AMBASSADOR
Receive t ra in in g  and  

s u p p o r t  to  in s p ire  
o th e rs  to  s p o n s o r  c h il­
d re n . T rave l t o  p ro je c t 
lo c a tio n s  a n d  see f ir s t ­
h a n d  h o w  s p o n s o rs h ip  

ch a n g e s  lives.

GLOBAL DINNERS
H o s t  a  d in n e r  p a rty  
fe a tu r in g  a d e lic io u s  

m e a l f ro m  y o u r 
s p o n s o re d  c h ild 's  

co u n try .

SPONSORSHIP DISPLAY 
PROGRAM

Set u p  d is p la y s  a b o u t 
c h ild  s p o n s o rs h ip  in  

h ig h -v is ib il ity  lo c a tio n s  
su c h  as lib ra r ie s , 

s h o p p in g  m a lls , a n d  
c o m m u n ity  cen te rs .

For m o re  in form ation  
and resources, v is it 

w w w .w o rid v is io n .o rg / 
sharesponsorsh ip .

WHY I LOVE 
BEING A CHILD SPONSOR
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I N  P O O R  C O M M U N I T I E S  W H E R E  C H I L D R E N  S U F F E R ,  

P H Y S I C A L  H E L P  IS N O T  E N O U C H .  W O R L D  V I S I O N ’ S 

F O C U S  O N  F A I T H  H E L P S  S T R E N G T H E N  F A M I L I E S  A N D  

C O M M U N I T I E S  T O  L I V E  F O R  M O R E  T H A N  T H E  N O W .

B Y  R I C H  S T E A R N S  | P H O T O S  B Y  | O N  W A R R E N



High on a hill overlooking Cochabamba, Bolivia, 
stands Cristo de la Concordia (Christ of Peace), one 
of the largest statues of Jesus in the world. I t’s one 
of many signs of Christ’s presence in Bolivia, where 
I traveled in January to visit World Vision’s projects 
and m eet children and families whose lives have 

been changed through child sponsorship.
Bolivia is a beautiful country, but like many places where 

World Vision ministers, it’s a hard place to live. I t’s one of the 
poorest countries in Latin America, w ith an average annual 
income of $1,000. In places like this, w hen families strug­
gle and communities fail, children are the most vulnerable. 
About half of Bolivian children never finish primary school.

World Vision has operated in Bolivia for more than 30 
years, starting with a pastors conference in Cochabamba in 
1965. The chief purpose, recorded by World Vision founder 
Bob Pierce, was “to provide the opportunity for pastors to 
be together to warm their hands and hearts on the fire of 
Christian love.”

Pastors returned to their congregations filled with

enthusiasm and zeal, and subsequent pastors conferences 
convened in 1970 and 1972. In 1975, child sponsorship started 
here; today more than 85,000 children are sponsored. From 
the beginning, World Vision’s work in Bolivia has had a 
strong focus on spiritual nurturing.

W O R L D  V IS IO N 'S  H E A R T B E A T

I’m often asked how being a Christian organization makes a 
difference in the way World Vision works in communities. 
Our faith is the heartbeat of this ministry. “We are Christian” 
is the first of our six organizational core values.

Our identity in Christ guides every decision we make and 
every action we take. This commitment is clearly reflected 
in our founding documents and guiding principles. Consider 
our mission statement: “World Vision is an international 
partnership of Christians whose mission is to follow our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in working with the poor and 
oppressed to promote human transformation, seek justice, 
and bear witness to the good news of the kingdom of God.”

We’re not just here to provide humanitarian aid. We’re
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FACING PAGE: A group 
of Bolivian m others 
learns about nutrition 
from World Vision staff. 
BELOW: This tranquil 
water-catchm ent pond 
is part of a World Vision 
irrigation project.

called to share the gospel.
As the apostle Paul wrote to the 

Christians in Corinth, “Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new 
has come! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation. ... We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal through us”
(2 Corinthians 5:17-20).

We are all ambassadors. At World 
Vision, we take this seriously. We are to represent Christ in 
all circumstances, and our conduct both at work and at home 
should reflect Christ’s character.

W A T C H IN G  L O V E  A T W O R K

I saw that clearly in Bolivia, where World Vision staff mem­
bers regard their role as more than a job: It is their calling.

They follow Christ by serving their neighbors. Love and 
compassion flow out of them naturally because they feel 
loved by God themselves.

I saw wonderful examples of how our Christian faith 
finds expression in our work. In the community of Viloma, I 
met Johnny Ledezma, who came from a family of alcoholic 
parents and ended up on the streets as a young boy, fending 
for himself. As he grew, he developed a problem with alcohol 
but eventually married and started a family. As an alcoholic. 
Johnny couldn’t hold a job, and he was abusive to  his family.

His wife, Elizabeth Revollo, became a volunteer for World 
Vision’s project in Viloma. When the project manager, Gerson 
Cardenas—who was also an ordained minister—observed that 
many families in the community were suffering because of 
alcoholism and violence, he started a couples counseling pro­
gram for about 18 families.

At Elizabeth’s urging, Johnny attended the counseling 
with Gerson. “I talked to the pastor," Johnny said to me. “and 
told him, ‘1 am like this,' and he said. ‘No, you have to be dif­
ferent. You have to change.’"

Our identity in 
Christ guides 
every decision 
we make and 
every action 
we take.
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TOP: World Vision is working 
with neighbors to support 
these children, w hose mother 
abandoned them  and w hose 
father is often absent. FACING 
PAGE: Recovering alcoholic 
Johnny Ledezma is now a 
model fam ily man.

W O R L D  V I S I O N  • P A G E  1 6  • A U T U M N  2 0



In time, Gerson helped him understand 
it is only through faith in Christ that we 
are able to overcome addictions. Through 
that counseling, Johnny deepened his faith 
commitment and changed his ways.

Johnny is a different man. He doesn’t 
drink anymore. There’s no more abuse in 
his  hom e. H e  is w o rk in c  and  su n n o r f in e

Children 
are being 
witnesses
in thpir nu/n

World Vision

BALTAZAR VENTURA/W ORLD VISION

SHARE THE GOOD NEWS
WITH CHILDREN IN NEED

In addition to  caring fo r impoverished children’s physical and 
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children and marginalized groups.
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to  the spiritual needs o f  a lm ost 500,000 children.

Your gift today will support this life-transforming work.
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and in ju s tic e . In fo rm a tio n  c o n ce rn in g  W o rld  V is io n , 
in c lu d in g  fin a n c ia l in fo rm a tio n , m ay be o b ta ined  

iu w ith o u t c o s t by w r it in g  to  o u r  p r in c ip a l p lace o f
?  bus iness  a t th e  fo llo w in g  address : W orld  V is io n , Inc.,
z  P.O. Box 9716, Federal Way, W A  98063, o r  by c a llin g

1-888-511-6548. Y our c o n tr ib u tio n  is d e d u c tib le  to  th e  
0  ex ten t p e rm itte d  by federa l law. In a d d it io n , res iden ts

o f  th e  fo llo w in g  s ta tes m ay o b ta in  fin a n c ia l a n d /o r  
o  lic e n s in g  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  th e ir  states, as in d ica ted .
U R eg is tra tion  w ith  these  s ta tes, o r  any o th e r state, 

does n o t im p ly  e n d o rse m e n t by th e  state.

O  Florida: A  COPY O F T H E  OFFIC IAL REGISTRATION A N D  FINAN CIAL
“ - IN FO R M A TIO N  M AY BE O BTAINED FROM TH E  D IV IS IO N  O F  CONSUM ER
Z  SERVICES BY CALLING  TO LL FREE l-Boo-HELP-FLA (1-800-435-7352) W IT H IN
3  TH E  STATE. REGISTRATION DOES N O T  IMPLY ENDORSEMENT. APPROVAL
10 OR REC O M M EN D ATIO N  BY TH E  STATE. FLORIDA REGISTRATION NUM BER
u  # C H i7 94 - • G eorgia: A  fu ll and fa ir descrip tion  o f  the  charitable p rog ram  fo r wh ich

th is  so lic ita tion  cam paign is being carried o u t, and a fo il and fa ir descrip tion  o f  the 
o_ program s and activ ities o f  th is  organization, w ill be sent upon re q u e s t A  financial

statem ent o r sum m ary, cons istent w ith  the financia l sta tem ent required to  be filed 
w ith  the  Secretary o f  State pursuant to  G eorgia Code $ 43*17*5, w ill be sent upon 
request. ■ M aryland: A  copy o f  the  cu rren t financial sta tem ent o f  W orld V is ion, In c  
is available by w riting : W orld  V is ion, In c ,  P.O. Box 9716, Federal Way, W A  98063, 

1/1 o r by ca lling 1*888*511*6548. D ocum ents and in fo rm a tion  subm itted  under the
M aryland Solic ita tions A ct are also available, fo r  the  cost o f  postage and copies, 

__ fro m  the  M aryland Secretary o f  State, State H ouse, Annapolis, M D  21401, (410)
—1 974'5S34* * M iss iss ipp i: The o ffic ia l reg is tration and financia l in fo rm a tion  o f  W orld
q  V is ion, In c  m ay be obta ined fro m  the  M iss iss ipp i Secretary o f  State's office by call-
iu  ing  1-800*236-6167. Registration by the  Secretary o f  State does n o t im p ly  endorse-

m e n t by the  Secretary o f  State. ■ N ew  Jersey: IN FO R M A TIO N  FILED W IT H  THE 
J  ATTORNEY GENERAL C O N C E R N IN G  TH IS  CHARITABLE SOLICITATION A N D
q  TH E PERCENTAGE O F CO N TR IBU TIO N S RECEIVED BY TH E CHARITY D U RING
u . TH E LAST REPORTING PERIOD TH AT WERE DEDICATED T O  TH E CHARITABLE
on PURPOSE M AY BE O BTAINED FROM TH E ATTORNEY GENERAL O F THE
w  STATE O F N EW  JERSEY BY CALLING  973-504-6215 A N D  IS AVAILABLE O N  THE

INTERNET AT h ttp ://w w w .s ta te .n j.u s /lp s /ca /ch a rfrm .h tm . REGISTRATION W ITH  
<J T H E  ATTORNEY GENERAL DOES N O T  IMPLY ENDORSEMENT. • Pennsylvania:
Z  The official reg is tra tion and financial in fo rm a tion  o f  W orld V ision, In c  m ay be
O  obta ined fro m  the  Pennsylvania D epartm ent o f  State by ca lling toll-free, w ith in

Pennsylvania, 1 (800) 732*0999. Registration does no t im p ly  endorsem ent. ■ 
V irg in ia : A  copy o f  the financial statem ent is available from  the State O ffice o f  

0*  C onsum er Affairs, D epartm ent o f  A gricu ltura l and C onsum er Services, P.O.
Box 1163, R ichm ond, VA 23218, o r  by ca lling  (800) 552-9963 o r (804) 786*2042. • 

r  W ash ington: Thank you fo r supp orting  W orld  V is ion, Inc. For add itiona l in fo rm a­
tio n  regarding the  organization 's activ ities o r financia l in fo rm ation , W orld V ision, 
Inc. is registered w ith  the W ash ington State Charities Program as required by law 

^  and in fo rm a tion  m ay be obta ined by ca lling 800*332-4483 o r 360*725*0378. ■ West
uj V irg in ia : West V irg in ia  residents m ay obta in  a sum m ary o f  the  regis tra tion and finan ­

cial docum ents fro m  the Secretary o f  State, State Capitol, Charleston, West Virgin ia 
25305. Registration does n o t im p ly  endorsem ent. ■ W isconsin: A  financia l statem ent 
o f  th is  charitable o rganization d isc los ing  assets, liabilities, fond balances, revenue 
and expenses fo r the preceding fiscal year w ill be provided upon request. (Rev 3/11)

http://www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/charfrm.htm


>
n
o

-o
o
00

o
X

NO
00
-U

^4 
O  
O  
00 CO

H>
£D

O
O
00

>
o

>
o
o

otnvOcn

W O R L D  '

984710081



In time, Gerson helped him understand 
it is only through faith in Christ that we 
are able to overcome addictions. Through 
that counseling, Johnny deepened his faith 
commitment and changed his ways.

Johnny is a different man. He doesn’t 
drink anymore. There’s no more abuse in 
his home. He is working and supporting 
his family, and through a loan, he is ambi­
tiously building a house. More importantly, 
he and Elizabeth are now examples to 
other couples in the community of w hat it means to 
responsible, caring spouses and parents.

IN V E S T IN G  IN  T H E  F U T U R E  

Faith is also integrated in World Vision’s programs with 
children. In Tiraque, I enjoyed meeting a group of child lead­
ers—active, bright, and engaged, full of amazing questions for 
me. Each boy or girl leads a group of 30 other children, who 
come to learn and talk about their rights and their faith. The 
child leaders have been mentored by a World Vision staff mem­
ber and local pastor, Edwin Fernandez. He focuses on investing 
in young children—building their self-esteem, helping them

Children 
are being 
witnesses 
in their nwn 
homes.



LEFT: Magaly is a 
World Vision child 
leader, w ith plans to 
be president of Bolivia 
one day. FACING PAGE: 
Women community 
leaders get excited 
about health and 
nutrition.

believe they can stay in school and have a bright future.
The year before, all the children attended a youth camp 

in Colomi for games, character development, and leader­
ship development. Those who wanted one received a New 
Testament and learned how their faith in Jesus Christ can be 
integrated into their daily activities, their families, and their 
communities. They said the experience changed their lives.

Back at home, they started asking their parents to pray 
before meals and at bedtime. Graciela Zenteno, 13, told me that 
her parents said, “It is good what you learned in this camp.” 

Now, the children say that their parents fight less and 
the fathers drink less. These children are being witnesses in 
their own homes.

W hen I asked where they see themselves in about 10 
years, their eyes lit- up. One girl wanted to be a doctor, and 
another wanted to be a nurse. A couple of the boys wanted 
to be soldiers and join the military. One 12-year-old girl 
named Magaly Villararroel looked me right in the eye and 
said,. “I plan to be president of Bolivia.” She pulled a copy of 
the Bolivian constitution out of her backpack (she carries

it w ith her everywhere), told me that she had read it, and 
vehemently stated that every child should read and own it.

Over the next few days, I saw Magaly at other local gath­
erings, including one w ith government officials who were 
celebrating a new water project. I delivered a speech, as did 
the mayor and other community leaders. After lunch, there 
was Magaly on the microphone, addressing the children. I 
turned to my colleague and said, “She’s already started her 
campaign. I believe that this little girl might someday be the 
president of Bolivia.”

T H E  B O T T O M  L IN E

It’s inspiring to see children's potential unleashed in a com­
munity. These children are going to make something of them ­
selves. That’s w hat we hope for them. I t’s w hat Jesus wants 
for them. It’s why he came—that they might have life in its 
fullness (John 10:10).

Child sponsorship is about so much more than just a meal 
on the table, clean water to drink, and getting a basic educa­
tion, as important as those things are. I t’s also about what
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kind of leaders the children will be 
w hen they grow up. To achieve their 
full potential, they need loving fami­
lies and thriving communities where 
people care for each other, where there 
is integrity and honesty. Those values 
come out of faith and Scripture. It is 
World Vision’s hope that all children 
can grow up in this kind of nurturing 
environment and, like the children in 
Tiraque, become leaders and bright 
lights for God.

Bolivia is predominantly a Christian 
country, so we can share the gospel openly there. World Vision 
also ministers in many countries where the dominant faith is 
Islam, Hinduism, or Buddhism. In those contexts, proclaim­
ing the good news requires discernment. We are committed to 
witness through our lives, our actions, and our conversations, 
and by pointing to evidence of God’s work in our world.

W hat we don’t do is force a religious message onto people

who don’t want it. Spiritual issues are sensitive, and we must 
respect others’ beliefs as much as their cultural differences. 
We don’t manipulate, take advantage, or coerce. We don’t 
say, “We’ll help you if you’ll listen to our message or read this 
Scripture trac t” World Vision staff support the freedom for 
all people to choose their religious beliefs, and we respect 
parents’ wishes in regard to the faith of their children.

The example we set in front of people and communities 
can speak volumes about our faith. It makes people wonder. 
What’s different about you? The answer is the power of Christ 
in our lives. (See “Surprised with Goodness,” page 21, for an 
example of this kind of witness.)

We first earn the right to speak into someone’s life. 
Believe me, the World Vision staff I’ve seen working in 
Bolivia and all over the world have earned that right. They 
have shared the joys and the sorrows of the people they work 
with. They love their neighbors and they’re demonstrating it 
every day. And that is a powerful witness.

When Jesus talks about evangelism, he says the fields 
are ripe for harvest (John 4:35). But long before a harvest.

Child
sponsorship 
is about 
more than 
just a meal 
on the table.
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workers have to clear the land. They have to cut down trees 
and pull out stumps and boulders. Then they have to plow 
the land, prepare it, and soften it for the seeds. Only then 
are the seeds planted. Very carefully, the seeds must next 
be cultivated. W ith good weather and good help from God, 
eventually there’s a harvest.

In some of the places w here World Vision works, there 
is a big harvest going on. But in other places, we still find 
stones, boulders, and stumps in the ground. In those places, 
I like to think that we’re pulling stumps, and maybe we’re 
planting some seeds. That's our part. God does the rest: "So 
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but 
only God, who makes things grow" (1 Corinthians 3:7). •

Scan this code or go to 
wvm ag.org to watch Rich 
Stearns share how World 
Vision cares for children 
and teens in Bolivia.

El Vacio en Nuestro Evangelio (The Hole in O ur Gospel)

Richard Stearns’ book, w h ich  w on  the  
U l M  2010 C hris tian  Book o f  th e  Year award, is 

■ ■ ■ J J iM lH H  available in S panish. A ro u n d  the  globe,
readers are be ing cha llenged by Rich's 

IS M R n S H M H H H  question , “ W h a t does G od expect o f  us?” 
The answer is life -changing, and i t ’s m ob i- 
liz in g  people  to  he lp  change th e  w o rld .

O R D E R  El Vacio en Nuestro Evangelio 
or The Hole in Our Gospel at 
www.worldvisionresources.com.

http://wvmag.org/qr/2011/autumn/20

http://www.worldvisionresources.com


S U R P R I S E D  W I T H  G O O D N E S SG od has called us to  love o u r neighbors, even w hen those 
ne ighbors despise us. W orld  V is ion  serves in m any places 
w here C hris tian ity  is n o t the  m a jo rity  re lig ion and is no t 
always w elcom e. In those  places, w e can be respectful and 
s till be fa ith fu l, fru itfu l w itnesses.

Regassa Boset was a fa rm e r and a local gove rnm en t o ffic ia l in 
E th iopia. H e  hated C hris tians and persecuted churchgoers. W hen 
W orld  V is ion  was s ta rtin g  an irriga tion  p ro ject in h is com m un ity , 
we needed h is approva l, as he had the  respons ib ility  o f  assign ing 
land to  businesses.

Because he hated C hris tians, he hated W orld  V is ion. So instead 
o f  g iv ing  us th e  land w e requested, he gave us a piece o f  land in 
th e  cemetery, a te rrib le  insu lt. B ut th a t w a sn 't enough. H e started 
a sm ear cam pa ign , go in g  fro m  fa rm e r to  fa rm e r to  speak against 
W orld  V is ion  and the  irriga tion  pro ject.

Then Regassa’s life to o k  a trag ic  tu rn . H e becam e sick and lost 
all o f  h is assets. H e h it rock b o tto m  w hen his w ife  d ied. Poor, sick, 
and grieving, Regassa d id  n o t even have the  w ater to  wash his w ife ’s 
body and prepare it  fo r  buria l, an im p o rta n t tra d itio n  in his cu lture .

W orld  V is ion  heard abou t his p ligh t, so s ta ff m em bers w en t to  
Regassa and said, "W e can help you ." They uncapped a new  well so 
he cou ld  bathe his w ife 's  body and bury her. Then they helped h im

8et back on his feet with his farming.
His heart began to soften as World

If you see your enemy . . . .  . a  . . ,  , .  -Vision staff cam e alongside him . They
hungry, go buy him lunch; inv jted  h im  to  a c h ris t ia n  conference,
If h8 S thirsty, bring him 8 w here he decided to follow Christ— in

drink. Your gonorosify will large part because o f the people he had
SUrpriSG him With goodness, seen, the way they had loved him, and
and God Will look after you.”  what he had learned about C od through

-  P R O V E R B S  25:21 that Period in his l i f e -
(THE MESSR6E) I m et Regassa in 2 009  during a trip

to Ethiopia. H e  had remarried, had two 
more children who became sponsored, and received benefits from  
World Vision's programs: a cistern and a treadle pum p, along with 
agricultural help. H e was growing fruit trees, raising cows for milk, 
and building a new house. H e had recently been selected as “best 
model farmer" in his com munity and was once again a leader. And 
as a follower o f Christ, he attended church each week.

It was the integration o f  Christian witness and love in World 
Vision's development work that first opened Regassa’s heart. Then 
he was ready to receive the gospel, which resulted in his acceptance 
o f Christ. Today, he is a man transformed. •

— Rich Steams
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A N  I N V E S T M E N T  T O  L A S T

BY M A R I L E E  P I E R C E  D U N K E R

T H E  A U T H O R ' S  F A T H E R ,  W O R L D  V I S I O N  F O U N D E R  BOB P I E R C E ,  S E T  T H E  E X A M P L E ,  A N D  E VE R S I N C E ,  
W O R L D  V I S I O N  H A S  I N V E S T E D  I T S  W I T N E S S  A N D  I T S  R E S O U R C E S  I N T O  B U I L D I N G  C H R I S T I A N  L E A D E R S .

“MY GRANDFATHER WAS A H EA DH UN TER . 
But by God’s grace, today I am a heart-hunter.”

I was 10 years old the first time I heard 
Rochunga Pudaite make that statement, and I 
have never forgotten the vivid image it painted.

Rochunga grew up in a village deep in the 
jungles of Manipur, India. His tribe, the Hmar, 
was greatly feared because members took the 

heads of their enemies as trophies. But 
in 1910 a missionary named Watkin 

Rochunga Roberts came to Rochunga’s village to
Pudaite share the gospel. Rochunga’s father,
and Bob Changwa, was among the first to

ce’ receive Christ; and when Rochunga
was 10, he also gave his heart to Jesus. 

Hungry for an education so he could learn 
more about the Bible and help his people, Ro (as 
his friends call him) began attending a mission 
school at age 11. It was a five-day journey from 
his village to the school, and he made the trip 
four times each year—alone.
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RO T R A N S L A T E D  T H E  N E W  T E S T A M E N T  I N T O  T H E  H M A R  
L A N G U A G E  A N D  F O U N D E D  T H E  E V A N G E L I C A L  FREE  

C H U R C H  OF I N D I A .

As a child I loved hearing my father tell the 
story of the little boy who trusted God to keep him 
safe from the man-eating tigers, bears, and snakes 
of the jungle.

His brave journey was featured in a 1960 issue 
of World Vision magazine and turned into a flannel- 
graph presentation for Sunday schools. So you 
can imagine my excitement when Ro visited us 
in Southern California for the first time. I fully 
expected him to walk through the door with a tiger 
by his side and a monkey on his shoulder.

Instead, Dad introduced us to a slender, gentle- 
spirited young man in his 20s, w ith eyes that 
sparkled and a smile that lit up the room. From that 
time on, Ro was part of our family, and my father 
and mother would often speak of him as their 
“spiritual son.” W hen my mother passed away last 
April, Ro and his wife, Mawii, came to California to 
be w ith the family and pay tribute to the woman we 
all called “Mama.”

God’s plan for Ro took him far beyond the jun­
gles of his childhood. The boy who risked his life 
to gain an education and learn more about Jesus 
w ent on, with my father’s help, to earn a mas­
ter’s degree from W heaton College. While still in 
school, he translated the New Testament into the 
Hmar language and later founded the Evangelical 
Free Church of India, which now has more than 
300 churches across northeast India.

Today, more than 80 percent of the Hmar 
are Christians, and thousands of children from 
remote villages like Ro’s have received an educa­
tion because of the schools he and Mawii helped 
build. During the early years, many of those chil­
dren were sponsored through World Vision.

EN  R O U T E  T O  IN D IA

In February 2011, the Pudaites invited me to visit

their w inter home in Seilmat, overlooking the hills 
and valleys of Manipur. My father had first trav­
eled to Seilmat in 1957 to help Ro purchase land 
he would later use to build a hospital, Christian 
school, and Bible college. The tigers and head­
hunters who used to roam the dense jungles are 
long gone, but I discovered that the heart-hunters 
are still there. And their numbers are growing.

At 84, Ro is as active as ever, serving as presi­
dent of Bibles for the World, chairman of the board 
of Partnership Missions, and moderator of the 
Evangelical Free Church of India. While visiting 
him, I spoke to several groups, including the new 
graduates of Trinity College and Seminary (which 
Ro had founded)—all of whom had come to Christ 
and been educated through the Pudaites’ ministry.

“Pray for me, Auntie,” requested one young 
convert, her face aglow. “Pray that I lead my entire 
tribe to Jesus.”

I couldn’t  help but think of how blessed my 
father would be to see the fruit of his vision and 
his many prayers.

" T E L L  M E  A S T O R Y ”

During my five-day visit, I also visited the new 
hospital that Partnership Missions was building in 
Seilmat and some of the churches EFCI had built.

In the evenings I became like a child again, 
sitting at Ro’s feet to listen to his amazing stories. 
“Begin at the beginning,” I urged on the first night. 
“How did you meet my dad?”

“It was 1951 and I was a [college] student in 
Calcutta,” Ro began, and I settled back to listen.

“One day my pastor, Dr. Walter Corlette from 
the William Carey Baptist Church, called. He said 
that a Youth for Christ speaker named Bob Pierce 
was coming to Calcutta on his way home from 
Korea, and he wanted me to help him gather a
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group of university students.
“I w ent from campus to campus handing out 

fliers, and 150 students showed up to hear your 
father speak. Your dad showed a grainy, black-and- 
white film called ‘Korea Vision.’ I will never forget 
it. The film showed a man—thin, dirty, and dressed 
in rags—singing the old hymn, ‘I must have Jesus 
... I cannot bear my burdens alone.’ The love of 
Christ shone on his face.

“After the movie, your father spoke about starv­
ing children and refugees living w ithout shelter or 
food, and we all wept.

“Back then, I never cried,” Ro added with a 
twinkle in his eye. “Then your father looked at us 
and said, “You may not be able to give much, but 
you can give something to help these children. 
Don’t  let me leave here w ith nothing.’

“W hat was remarkable about your dad was 
that, even though we were just poor college stu­
dents, he treated us like people who could make a 
difference. I had my scholarship money from the 
government in my pocket, and when they passed 
the plate, I gave it all!

“That was my first introduction to your father,” 
Ro finished with a laugh.

After the meeting, Ro, my father, and Dr. 
Corlette went out to dinner, where they talked for 
hours about their visions for ministry. “At 23 my 
vision was simple,” Ro remembered. “I wanted to 
go to seminary, translate the Bible into the Hmar 
language, and lead people to Jesus.”

A P O W E R F U L  IN V E S T M E N T  

Recognizing God’s anointing on the young college 
student, my dad began helping Ro with his tuition 
in India and later at W heaton College. In 1 9 5 2 ,  
when Ro experienced an attack of appendicitis, 
Dad gave him the money for a life-saving opera­

tion. And during the years Ro spent 
translating the Bible, World Vision 

A DOmmu- helped support him and his new wife, 
nity EFCI W hen my father returned to New 
church in Delhi, India, in 1 9 5 3 ,  he sent for Ro. 
northeast At the time, Ro was attending the 
India. University of Allahabad. But when his 

friend and mentor called, Ro dropped 
everything and rushed to my father’s hotel room 
to m eet him.

“Ro, there is something I need you to do for 
me,” my father said. “I am going to be here for 2 4  
hours, and during that time I need you to arrange 
for me to meet w ith Prime Minister Nehru.”

Ro’s eyes grew big at the memory: “I couldn’t 
believe my ears. He might as well have asked me 
to grow another head!

“ ‘I can’t  do that, Dr. Pierce,’ I said.
“Your father fixed me with a look I would 

become well acquainted w ith over the years and 
said, ‘Never say you can’t  do something until you 
have tried!’ Then he left to do a radio broadcast, 
adding as he walked out the door, ‘I am praying 
you will have my appointment when I get back.’

“I dropped to my knees, crying out to God.”
A few minutes later, a hotel bellman knocked 

on the door to ask if Ro needed anything. An idea 
popped into his head, and Ro asked for a tele­
phone book.

“I looked up ‘government offices’ and saw a 
number for the ‘principal private secretary to the 
prime minister,’” Ro recalled. “W ith shaking hands 
I dialed the number and, amazingly, someone 
answered. ‘Hello,’ I said. ‘My name is Rochunga 
Pudaite and I am calling on behalf of Dr. Bob Pierce, 
a very important American. He would like an 
appointment to see the prime minister.’

“ ‘W hat does he want?’ the voice asked.
“ ‘I’m not sure,’ I replied honestly. ‘I only know 

that he has just come from Korea, and he has 
very important business to discuss w ith Prime 
M inister Nehru.’
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H O W  B L E S S E D  M Y  F A T H E R  W O U L D  BE T O SEE  
T H E  F R U I T  OF H I S  V I S I O N  A N D  H I S  

M A N Y  P R A Y E R S .

“ ‘Hold on,’ the voice said, sounding put out. I 
began to pray. A few minutes later the man came 
back on the line and said, ‘The prime minister will 
see him at 4 o’clock today, for five minutes only.’

“Of course,” Ro finished with a smile, “the 
prime minister talked w ith your father for 35 min­
utes, and the next day there was a big picture in 
the newspaper showing Dr. Bob Pierce, president 
of World Vision, shaking hands w ith the prime 
minister of India.”

A P O W E R F U L  L E G A C Y

The significance of this story can only be truly 
appreciated from the advantage of hindsight. I 
am struck by the audacity of my father’s faith: He 
believed that w hat God had given him to share 
was important enough to demand an audience 
with the first prime minister of India. I am also 
deeply moved by the simple, childlike faith it took 
for Ro to make that call.

And I am astounded by the way God does the 
impossible when we obediently serve 
him. The newspaper picture of my 
father w ith Nehru gave World Vision Marilee 
immediate credibility and helped open Wj>h
the doors for the organization’s life- Rochunga 
transforming work among India’s poor. an(j kic

But the story doesn’t end there. In W|fu 
1971, God gave Ro a vision to reach the 
world for Christ by sending Bibles to every name 
and address listed in the public telephone book. 
Since then, Bibles for the World has mailed more 
than 20 million Bibles to telephone users in over 
100 countries. It makes me sniile to think that the 
seed for this simple idea may have been planted 
almost 20 years earlier in a hotel room in Delhi.

“You know none of this would be here—the 
schools, the churches, Bibles for the World—if it

hadn’t  been for your father and mother,” Ro com­
mented as we walked together.

This made me think of the millions of young 
men and women like him whom World Vision is 
helping today—children with a hunger to know 
God and a desire to help their people. God has a 
plan for each and every one, and as sponsors and 
donors, we play a significant part in that plan. It is 
my prayer that everywhere World Vision works, 
children will hear the good news of the gospel, 
and that we will continue to inspire new genera­
tions of world-changers and heart-hunters. •

Marilee Dunker Pierce is a World Vision ambassador for 
children and author of four books, including Man of Vision: 
The Candid, Compelling Story of Bob and Lorraine Pierce.

VISIT w v m a g .o rg /ro c h u n g a  to  lea rn  m o re  ab o u t  
M a r ile e  P ie rc e  D u n k e r 's  jo u rn e y  to  In d ia  an d  
R o ch u n g a 's  H is to ry  w ith  W o rld  V is io n .
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the United States share how 
they pray for the children they support.

ponsors

‘I have an orange World Vision rubber 
bracelet... that I wear 24/7. Whenever 
I glance at it or am aware of it, I say 
a prayer for [Moteng] and World 
Vision’s work: I pray for safety, health, 
and courage as he grows up being the 
oldest man of the house to his mom 
and siblings. Most of all, I pray that he 
will continue to hear about God and 
strengthen his relationship with him.”

‘I keep [Sumitra’s] picture on 
the refrigerator as a constant 
reminder to pray for her. I pray 
that she learns to love the Lord 
and lean on him and know he 
loves her.”

I  pray God keeps [Jose’s] belly 
full and his bed warm at night 
and that he will live in a town





WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

DRUG BUSTER
A  F O R M E R  S P O N S O R E D  C H I L D  B E C O M E S  A N  U N D E R C O V E R  C O P .

BY J A M E S  A D D I S  A N D  K A N N I K A R  T H R E E P A L A V I S E K U L

elaxed, affable, and se ldom  in  u n ifo rm  these 
days, N o p p a d o n  C hangreuen— a m a jo r in 
th e  Royal T ha i Police— looks n o th in g  like a 
s te reo typ ica l, hard-nosed po licem an . M e n tio n  
th is , and he w ill laugh heartily  and say it  is ju s t 
as w e ll. As head o f  th e  d ru g  squad a t S am u t 

Prakan po lice  s ta tio n  in Bangkok, he o ften  poses as an a dd ic t 
o r  pushe r w h ile  try in g  to  tra p  m a jo r d ru g  dealers. I t ’s a ro le  he 
relishes. N o p p a d o n , n o w  31, g rew  up  in th e  B onkai Flat area o f  
B angkok— at th a t t im e  a s lu m  n o to rio u s  fo r  g a m b lin g  dens and 
d ru g  a d d ic tio n . As a resu lt, he says, “ I unde rs tand  th e  p rob lem .
I know  how  to  ta lk  to  these  people . We speak th e  sam e language.” 

In o th e r ways, h is backg round  w o u ld  seem  to  have o ffe red  few  
advantages. H is  paren ts  and tw o  s iste rs  lived in a s in g le -ro o m  
fla t, and h is fa m ily  eked o u t a liv in g  by ru n n in g  a sm a ll grocery

s tore. N o p p a d o n  w o u ld  spend lo n g  hou rs  w o rk in g  at th e  store, 
o ften  co lla p s in g  exhausted on  th e  shop  f lo o r  to  sleep ra the r than  
head ing  hom e.

H e  a lso lived c lose to  a m ilita ry  academ y and was im pressed 
by h ow  a t it le  and u n ifo rm  con fe rred  au tho rity . H e  fe lt tha t, p ro p ­
erly used, th is  a u th o rity  co u ld  be a fo rce  fo r  g ood . T h a t awareness, 
p lus h is  experience see ing th e  effects o f  d ru g  use in h is n e ighbo r­
hood , gave h im  a passion fo r  d ru g  p o lic ing .

N everthe less, he feared th a t h is  d ream  m ig h t rem ain  ju s t 
th a t— a d ream . To ge t in to  th e  po lice  academy, he had to  m eet 
h igh  academ ic  s tandards, and N o p p a d o n ’s paren ts  constan tly  
s trugg led  to  a ffo rd  schoo l fees.

Th ings  g o t easier w hen N o ppadon  and his s isters were enro lled 
in a W orld  V is ion  ch ild -sp o n so rsh ip  p rog ram  th a t pa id  th e ir  school 
fees and provided  new  shoes, new  u n ifo rm s , and textbooks.
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“I WAS THE VERY 
FIRST PERSON IN 
MY COMMUNITY TO 
STUDY TO BECOME 
A POLICE OFFICER.”

M oreover, N o p p a d o n  learned th a t fa r 
away som e o n e  cared a b o u t h im , even 
th o u g h  th e  tw o  had never m et. “ I re m e m ­
ber th a t m y s p o n so r w as a fo re igne r,” 
he says. “ W hen  I was young , he sen t m e 
C h ris tm as  and N ew  Year cards as w e ll as 
le tters. I w as so happy w hen  I received m y 
f irs t le tte r."

A n o th e r h ig h lig h t o f  be ing  sponsored  
invo lved  s u m m e r tr ip s  to  seaside resorts. 
For m any o f  N o p p a d o n ’s fr iends , i t  was 
th e  firs t t im e  they  had seen th e  ocean. 
"They were shocked w hen they  saw  the

sea and d id n ’t  w a n t to  go  in, they  w ere so 
a fra id ,”  he laughs. “ B ut by th e  second day 
they  liked i t  very m uch . They d id  n o t w a n t 
to  re tu rn  h o m e .”

O n  these  tr ip s , th e  even ings con ta ined  
m ore  fun  and gam es, as w ell as educa tion  
a b o u t drugs.

S om etim es, sponsored  ch ild ren  w ere 
taken to  d ru g -re h a b ilita tio n  centers to  
learn th e  dow ns ides  o f  us in g  d rugs  and 
m ee t so m e  o f  th e  add ic ts . “ T hose people 
w ere  so w eak, you c o u ld n ’t  really ta lk  to  
th e m ,”  he rem em bers. “They w ere  like 
crazy people . I to ld  m y s e lf I w o u ld  never 
ge t invo lved  in ta k in g  d ru g s .”

Today, th e  d ru g  p ro b le m  in Bonkhai 
is m u ch  d im in is h e d — a change th a t 
N o p p a d o n  believes has a lo t to  d o  w ith  
W orld  V is io n 's  in fluence .

W ith  h is schoo l expenses taken care 
o f, N o p p a d o n  concen tra ted  on  g e ttin g  
good  grades. H e  w as accepted in to  a 
se lect secondary schoo l and la te r spen t 
fo u r  years a t th e  Royal Police Academ y, 
w here  he g radua ted  as a sub -lieu tenan t. 
“ I f  I h a d n 't becom e a p o licem an , I d o n ’t  
know  w h a t I w o u ld  have d o n e ,"  he says. 
“ I t  was m y o n ly  goal in  life .”

U pon  g ra dua tion , N o p p a d o n  began 
w o rk  at S am u t Prakan, w here  he handled 
e ve ry th ing  fro m  tra ffic  o ffenses and los t 
c h ild ren , to  f ig h tin g  and snakes in  hom es. 
“ I 'm  a fra id  o f  snakes, to o ,"  he laughs,
“ b u t they called m e  anyway.”

Later, he p a tro lled  near th e  C am bod ian  
border, c o m b a tin g  illegal forestry, poach­
ing, and h u m a n  tra ffic k ing , befo re  re tu rn ­
in g  to  S am u t Prakan to  concen tra te  on 
d ru g  c rim e . “ By c o m b a tin g  d ru g s ,"  he 
says, “ I can solve a lo t o f  p ro b le m s  fo r  
m any peop le ."

N o p p a d o n  loves h is  jo b  and is deeply 
g ra te fu l to  h is s p o n so r fo r  h e lp in g  m ake 
h is d ream  co m e  true . “ I was the  very 
firs t person  in m y c o m m u n ity  to  s tudy to  
becom e a po lice  o ffice r," he says. “ I was 
th e  ta lk  o f  the  to w n ."  •

w w w .w o rld v is io n .o rg /R e a d a n d R e s p o n d
se e  th e  e n v e lo p e  b e tw e e n  p a g e s  16 a n d  17 o r  g o  to

ABOUT WORLD VISION
W H O  W E  A R E  | W orld 
V is ion  is a C hristian 
hum an ita rian  organ iza tion  
dedicated to  he lp ing  ch ild ren, 
fam ilies , and th e ir  com m un ities  
w orldw ide  reach th e ir  fu ll 
po ten tia l by tack ling  the causes 
o f  poverty and in justice .

W H O M  W E S E R V E  | 
M otivated by ou r faith in Jesus 
Christ, we serve alongside the 
poor and oppressed— regardless 
o f  a person's religion, race, 
ethnicity, o r gender— as a 
dem onstration o f  God's 
unconditional love fo r all people.

W H Y  W E S E R V E  | O ur 
passion is fo r the w orld ’s poorest 
children whose suffering breaks 
the heart o f  God. To help secure 
a better future fo r each child, we 
focus on lasting, com m unity- 
based transform ation. We 
partner w ith  ind ividuals and 
com m unities, em pow enng them  
to  develop sustainable access to  
clean water, food supplies, health 
care, education, and econom ic 
opportun ities.

H O W  W E S E R V E  | Since 
1950, W orld V ision has helped 
m illions  o f  children and fam ilies 
by p rovid ing emergency 
assistance to  those affected 
by natural disasters and civil 
conflict, developing long-term  
solutions w ith in  com m unities to  
alleviate poverty, and advocating 
fo r justice on behalf o f  the poor.

Y O U  C A N  H E L P  |
Partnering w ith  W orld V ision 
provides tangible ways to  honor 
God and pu t fa ith in to action. By 
working together, we can make 
a lasting difference in the lives 
o f  ch ildren and fam ilies w ho are 
struggling to  overcome poverty. 
To find ou t how you can help, 
v is it worldvision.org. •
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I N S P I R A T I O N

Healing Love

W
hen th e  events o f  9/11 
echoed a round  th e  
w o rld , I w as in to  m y 
th ird  year as na tiona l 
d ire c to r o f  W orld  
V is io n ’s p ro g ra m  in M a u rita n ia — a p o o r and 

iso la ted  Is la m ic  repub lic . N atura lly , I was 
shocked a t th e  events.

A fte r  12 years o f  w o rk in g  in  Is la m ic  
c o u n tr ie s , m y  fa m ily  and I knew  th a t m o s t 
M u s lim s  are everyday peo p le  w h o  share  
h opes and  d re a m s , fears and  d is a p p o in t­
m ents-— ju s t  like  everyone else. W e had 
g ro w n  to  love  th e m  deeply. G o v e rn m e n t 
o ff ic ia ls  and  n e ig h b o rs , so m e  o f  th e m  in 
tea rs , o ffe re d  p e rso n a l c o n d o le n ce s  fo r  th e  
acts  o f  9/11.

S ince th e  b e g in n in g  o f  W orld  V is io n ’s 
w o rk  in  M a u rita n ia , o u r  s ta f f  has prayed fo r  
w is d o m  on h o w  to  be an e ffective  w itness  o f  
a lo v in g  G od. O u r  prayers w ere  answered in 
ways I w o u ld  n o t have chosen.

A  few  weeks a fte r 9/11, a m an  approached 
m y s ta tiona ry  car on  a lone ly  s tre tch  o f  
road. A fte r asce rta in ing  th a t m y d a u g h te r 
and I w ere  A m ericans , he opened  fire  w ith  
a handgun . I was s h o t th ro u g h  th e  a rm ; m y 
10-year-old d a u g h te r to o k  a b u lle t in th e  chest. M iracu lous ly , the  
b u lle t s lipped  a ro u n d  her r ib  cage and exited near he r a rm p it, 
leav ing he r se rious ly  h u r t b u t alive.

A fte r w eeks o f  recovery in  Europe, w e  m ade th e  d if f ic u lt 
dec is ion  to  re tu rn  to  M a u rita n ia . There  w ere  m any  w h o  fe lt 
i t  to o  unsafe  to  c o n tin u e  th e  W orld  V is io n  p rog ram , b u t o th ­
ers beseeched us n o t to  abandon  it. A fte r days o f  uncerta in ty,
I requested a m e e tin g  w ith  one  o f  th e  lead ing  im a m s  in  th e  
c o u n try— som eone  I had never m e t— and exp la ined  to  h im  m y 
quandary. H e  w as an elderly, re flective  m an.

A fte r  a lo n g  pause he said, “ Mr. N o rm a n , w hen  W o rld  V is ion  
com es in to  o u r  p o o r c o m m u n it ie s , th e ir  p ro fe ss io n a lism  is c o m ­
m endab le , b u t the re  is s o m e th in g  I d o n ’t  th in k  you u n d e rs ta n d .”

A t th is  p o in t, I w as sure he was g o in g  to  
say, “ N everthe less, a C hris tian  o rgan iza tion  
w o rk in g  a m o n g  de vo u t M u s lim s  is s im p ly  
n o t c o m p a tib le .”

B ut w h a t he ac tua lly  sa id w as, "W e 
M u s lim s  g ive a lm s and he lp  th e  p o o r 
because w e are in s tru c te d  to  do  so; b u t w ith  
W orld  V is io n , you w o rk  w ith  th e  p o o r because 
you love th e  poor. Stay in  th is  c o u n try  and 
teach o u r  peop le  h o w  to  love th e ir  poor.”

In th a t m o m e n t, I saw  th a t G od had 
answered o u r  cry— w e w ere be ing  e ffective 
vessels o f  h is love. M in u te s  a fte r th e  m eeting , 
I w as convinced : W orld  V is io n ’s p rog ram  in 
th e  co u n try  w o u ld  con tin u e .

M eanw hile , o u r  assa ilan t w as caught. M y 
w ife , daughter, and I were open a b o u t o u r  fo r ­
g iv in g  h im  and o u r des ire  th a t no  b itte rness 
be harbored  aga ins t h im . Later, w e expressed 
th is  to  h im  d irec tly  d u r in g  a v is it to  th e  p ris ­
on . The  s to ry  m ade  th e  na tiona l papers.

A fte r m y  c o n ve rsa tion  w ith  th e  im a m , I 
trave led  a ro u n d  th e  coun try, a ssu rin g  peop le  
o f  W orld  V is io n ’s c o m m itm e n t to  c o n tin u e  
w a lk in g  w ith  th e m . I w as as tounded  by th e ir  
c o m m e n ts  and q u e s tio n s : We've known th a t  
you are a C hristian o rgan ization a lthough we 

d on ’t  know  m uch abou t Christians. B u t now  we see you r w illingness 
to  stay w ith  us when n o t only we are suffering a nd  a t risk, b u t you  
are as well. Moreover, how  can a 10-year-old fo rg ive  a m an  who tried  
to  take her life? Where does th is pow er to  fo rg ive  com e fro m ?

I began to  see h ow  G od, in h is in f in ite  w isd o m , had taken per­
sona l tragedy  and used it  in  d ire c t answ er to  o u r  prayers. D oors 
o f  o p p o rtu n ity  began to  open  as w e  so u g h t ways to  approp ria te ly  
answ er these  qu e s tio n s  and te ll th e  s to ry  o f  th e  O n e  w h o  is the  
source  o f  o u r  hope. O

D r. Ray N o rm a n  served  as W o rld  V is io n ’s n a tio n a l d ire c to r fo r  M a u r ita n ia  

f ro m  1 9 9 9  u n til 2 0 0 2 .  H e  is cu rren tly  d ea n  o f  th e  S chool o f  Science, 

E ng ineering , an d  H e a lth  a t M ess ia h  C o lleg e  in G ra n th a m , Pa.

B Y  O R .  R A Y  N O R M A N
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“I  will praise you, 0  Lord, 

among the nations;

I  will sing o f  you among 

the peoples. For great is 

your love, higher than the 

heavens; your faithfulness 

reaches to the skies.”

-  PSALM 108:3-4



S P E C T

THE VILLAGERS O F THLOK VEAN co m m u n e  find  several uses fo r th e  large leaves found  on  th e  

kloung  tree . They are handy fo r w rap p in g  food and m akin g  roofs fo r v illage huts . H ere , N a t  

C h h im  finds an o th er use— shading  his sleepy d aughter Sophy fro m  th e  fierce sun as h e  m akes  

a trek to  th e  local lake to  h u n t fo r snails and eels to  e a t  In  th e  past it's  been tough fo r N a t and  

his w ife , C hab, to  always provide th e  care th e ir ch ildren need. T h e ir first d aughter struggles  

w ith  m u ltip le  health  p rob lem s fo llow ing  a d ifficu lt b irth . A t th e  tim e , N a t  and C h ab  had little  

know ledge ab out health  and hygiene. Today, they are m uch  better in fo rm ed  because C hab began  

attend ing  a village health  support group organized by W orld V is ion. N o w  th e ir ch ildren 's health  

is on e  o f  th e  co up le ’s top  priorities. It  m eans Sophy has a m uch better chance o f  g row ing  up  

healthy and strong— and is m uch  less likely to  get sunburned . •
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IS THERE ROOM IN 
YOUR HEART

M aybe she’s a lo ne ly  o rphan  
w h o  strugg les t o  care  fo r  

h e r yo u n g e r siblings. 
O r  a b oy  w h o  cries 

h im se lf to  sleep each 
n ig h t w ith  hunger. 

O r  maybe even a ch ild  
o f  dy ing  fro m  a 

p reven tab le  disease.

SPONSOR A N O TH ER  CHILD NOW
□  I w an t to  sponsor a □  g irl □  boy □  e ith e r
□  Charge m y $35 m on th ly  g ift to : □  VISA □  M asterC ard □  A m E x □  D iscover

Is th e re  ro o m  in y o u r  
h e a rt t o  s p o n so r 

a n o th e r  child? 
Please go  o n lin e  
n o w  and choose 

a ch ild  w h o  
needs y o u r  love, 

y o u r  prayers, 
and y o u r  

he lp  today.


