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No, we’re not 

financial geniuses o r 

independently wealthy. 

W e’ve simply 

discovered how we 

can do more.

philanthropists
We were already committed to  helping the poor through 
W orld Vision, doing what we felt we could to make a 
difference. We never realized we could do even more to 
bring hope to children in need and at the same time receive 
benefits ourselves.

W orld Vision's Gift Planning team opened the door to 
enormous possibilities. They showed us tax-wise ways to  plan 
our estate and charitable giving to  make a bigger impact than 
we ever imagined. Ways that benefit ourselves, our loved 
ones, AN D  poor children and families around the world.

Discover your possibilities. Start by contacting 
World Vision’s Gift Planning team today:

call: 1.888.852.4453
e-mail: giftplanning@worldvision.org
visit: www.worldvision.org/giftplanning

World

mailto:giftplanning@worldvision.org
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In this celebration of the Beatitudes, meet W orld Vision 
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[reader services]
Find out how you can get involved w ith W orld Vision

Share W orld  Vision with  
your family
1 FAMILY 

SPONSORSHIP 
This sponsorship program 
allows you to break the cycle 
of poverty by sponsoring an 
entire family in Ghana, Romania,
Sri Lanka, or El Salvador.

2 W O RLD VISIO N G IFT CATALOG  
On behalf of your loved ones, give 
unique gifts such as goats, bicycles, 
or medical supplies to those in need.

Bring W orld  Vision to  your 
church
3 A  C H ILD  IS W A IT IN G  Show 

your church family how they can make a 
difference through child sponsorship.

4 30 H O UR FAMINE
Get your youth group or school involved 
in the fight against world hunger by 
participating in World Vision’s nationwide 
annual famine event, www.30hourfamine.org

5 LOVE LOAF Help your congregation learn 
more about world poverty as they collect 
offerings for your church and World Vision.

6 REACHING O U T  T O T H E  
POOR A World Vision 
staff person will call you 
with ways World Vision 

can help your church reach 
out to the poor.
7 O NE LIFE 
REVO LUTIO N Give your 

youth group a tangible way to 
combat the HIV/AIDS pandemic 

by providing practical, life- 
sustaining items. 

www.oneliferevolution.org

Expand your world  
vision 

8 E-MAIL UPDATES 
Receive the latest news 

on World Vision’s work 
throughout the world. 
Must provide e-mail 
address to receive 
these updates.

9 W O M E N  OF V IS IO N  Join a 
volunteer ministry that serves the poor, 
learning from and advocating for women in 
developing countries, www.womenofvision.org

Please check the boxes below to learn more about partnering with World Vision to care for the poor. Clip this
coupon and return it in the envelope found between pages 8 and 9 or mail to World Vision, P. 0. Box 9716,
MS 321, Federal Way, WA 98063-9716. Thank you.

Please tell m e how 1 can:

Share World Vision with my family Share my resources with W orld Vision
□  1 □  2 □  15 □  16 □  17 □  18
Bring W orld Vision to  my church Volunteer through W orld Vision
□  3 J  4 □ 5  □ 6 □  7 □  19
Expand my world vision Know W orld Vision’s reason for hope
□  8 □  9 □  10 □  I I  □  12 □  20
Show W orld Vision to  my company
□  13 □  14

F IR S T  N A M E L A S T  N A M E

A D D R E S S

C IT Y /S T A T E /Z IP

P H O N E E -M A IL
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10 W O R LD  V IS IO N ’S PROGRAMS IN  
TH E  U N ITE D  STATES Find out what 
World Vision is doing for U.S. children 
through tutoring programs, inner-city you« 
initiatives, and other domestic ministries.

11 W O R LD  V IS IO N  ADVOCACY Expan 
your vision for justice, speak on behalf of t  
poor and powerless, www.seekjustice.org

12 W O R LD  V IS IO N  REPORT Listen to 
World Vision’s weekly newsmagazine on tl 
radio or online, www.worldvisionradio.org

Show W orld  Vision to  
your company
13 M A TC H IN G  GIFTS Learn how your 

employer may match your contribution 
to World Vision.

14 CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS Your 
company can benefit by supporting 
World Vision.

Share your resources 
with W orld  Vision
15 G IFT  P LA N N IN G  

Establish a legacy of hope by Including 
World Vision in your will or learn about 
other estate-planning options.

16 KEY CO NTRIBU TO RS Donate your cs 
boat, real estate, or recreational vehicle to 
World Vision and receive a tax deduction 
your contribution.

17 SCHOO LTO O LS Practical ways your 
group can provide essential school supplied 
to children around the world.

18 GET A  KICK O U T  OF SHARING  
Donate new or gently used soccer balls fotj 
children in need.

Volunteer through W orld  Vision
19 ARTIST ASSOCIATES Help Christian 

artists promote child sponsorship by 
volunteering at a local concert.

Know W orld  Vision’s reason 
for hope
20 W H A T  IT  M EAN STO  FO LLO W  

CHRIST Simple steps to a personal and 
lifelong relationship with Jesus Christ.

PH O TO : JO N  WARREN/WORLD VISION
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Jessed Are the Merciful
IN 1998, WHEN WORLD VISION’S board of directors 
interviewed me in their search for a new president, I took pains 
to make sure they knew about my many shortcomings.11! have 
no international experience; I am not a fund raiser; I don’t  have 
a degree in theology; and I don’t  really enjoy public speaking,” I 
told them. It seemed to me that these limitations would surely 
discourage them from hiring me.

But I was certain I would be disqualified by my answer to one 
question. I was asked about the very real prospect that as 
president of World Vision, I would be exposed to human suffering—  
children dying of malnutrition, mothers suffering with AIDS, families 
devastated by catastrophes like earthquakes and floods, and children living 
in garbage dumps.The question was, how comfortable was I with this?

I’ll never forget my answer.“Comfortable? Are you serious? I am so 
uncomfortable I can’t  find words to express i t  I am not Mother 
Teresa. My heart breaks for suffering people, but I am just not the right 
person to minister to them in their time of need.”

“That’s OK,” they said.“We have many people at World Vision who 
are gifted in working closely with those who are poor and suffering.” 

After traveling to 35 countries where World Vision works and 
meeting many of our staff, I have come to learn that the board 
members were right. World Vision has such “ Mother Teresas” all over 
the world, serving quietly, courageously, and usually anonymously in

..let your light shine before men, that they may see your 
]ood deeds and praise your father in heaven. ” —Matthew 5:16

some of the most difficult circumstances imaginable.
These are the people who represent the face of Christ to  those 

served by World Vision. Many have left their homes to serve in a place 
less comfortable. Some have left lucrative jobs, and some have even 
left family behind to follow their call to  serve with the poorest of the 
poor—“the least of these” in our world.

Joel was the joyful dentist I met on a World Vision medical boat 
serving communities up and down the Amazon River in Brazil. He quit 
his practice to help children who have never received dental care and 
to tell them about Jesus. Virginia, in Peru, told me that her life is her 
sacrifice to God. This young nurse fills her backpack each week with 
medical supplies and treks on foot 14,000 feet into the Andes to bring 
health care to the children who live in the mountain villages. She is 
sometimes gone for 10 days, facing the elements, fording rivers, and

ww.worldvision.org

World Vision’s Essau Mwendo (left, in orange 
shirt) surveys fish ponds, a sustainable program 
for rural families in Chingale, Malawi.

sleeping on the ground. She comes back to 
her small apartment for a day or two and 
then heads out again.

Flavia,whom I met in India in 2001,had 
lost her husband and small son to AIDS. HIV- 
positive herself, she would go from house to 
house in Mumbai, comforting other “widows 
in their distress.”  Essau, in Malawi, gave up his 
government job with the Ministry of 
Agriculture to serve Chingale, one of Malawi’s 
poorest regions. Six years later, Chingale has 
280 fish ponds that provide protein and 
income as well as a seed bank that exports 
seeds to other parts of the country. Essau told 

me that he is much more satisfied 
now, knowing that he is bringing hope 
and joy into people’s lives.

Saint Francis of Assisi once said, 
“ Preach the gospel always. Use 

words if necessary.” I know that each person 
these “ Mother Teresas”  encounter sees the 
face of Jesus. I know because I have met 
them.too.These inspiring servants are the 
heart and soul ofWorld Vision. I am 
delighted that you will get to meet a few 
more of them in this issue (see “The Joy of 
Blessedness” on page 12). ■
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©  News From the Field
materials to help children traumatized by th 
tragedy, and World Vision staff plan to 
contribute to ongoing psychosocial care for 
survivors.

Mtftaylsinn

W orld Vision staff 
hand out blankets 

and plastic 

sheeting in Kalma 

camp, southern 
Darfur, so that 
families can 

protect themselves 

from the elements.

6 I W orld Vision Winter

Sudan > World Vision relief efforts accelerated over the summer 
in Darfur, the province affected by conflict. Staff distributed 2,000 
metric tons of World Food Programme food to Sudanese families 
living in temporary camps.World Vision’s new health clinic in the 
Otash camp has been deluged with patients, the majority are 
children suffering from malaria and malnutrition.

Russia >  After the hostage siege at a Beslan school that
claimed more than 300 lives in September,WorldVision
provided medical equipment and supplies to five local

hospitals.Their own
stocks were quickly
depleted in caring for
the sheer number of
wounded. World

t  Vision’s supplies,<
“  including scalpels,
|  plastic mattress 
* covers, bloodO
s pressure gauges,and 

lung ventilation equipment, arrived two days after 
the crisis ended, enabling doctors to continue their 
frantic, round-the-clock efforts to save victims. A 
later shipment to Beslan included toys and creative

Kenya
2004

Kenya >  Drought-induced food shortage 
reached a crisis point after July rains failed. E 
August, five of Kenya’s seven provinces 
reported an average crop failure of 60 
percent. An estimated 2.3 million people— ; 
including 500,000 children— now require 
food assistance. World Vision, which operati 
39 sponsorship projects in Kenya, expects tt 
meet the food needs of some 459,000 peop 
in eight drought-affected areas.

El Salvador >  Six sponsored children '
were killed in a bus accident that claimed
41 lives on Aug. l4.The bus crashed into a ;
ravine in San Miguel after its brakes failed or*
a 90-degree bend in the road. Passengers

from the Assemblies of God Church wer«
I

en route to conduct baptisms. Among thel 
19 people hospitalized were four 
sponsored children and the wife and

1 -year-old son of World Vision staff :• 
member Johny Aviles.

SH Lanka > “ Perennial crop” : 
farming is catching on, thanks to , 
four enterprising farmers in 

Kebethigollewa. Four years ago, 
WorldVision staff convinced them 
to try  a new variation of high-

2 yielding seeds, the result of
O
j  breakthrough research by the Sri 
« Lankan Agriculture Department.
|  The farmers planted during the dry
0
5 months to prove that the crops 
g could grow despite poor rainfall, j
1 Through farmer-to-farmer training,

<O aC <E
www.worldvision.Qij
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t others in 21 villages are now using the seeds. World Vision plans 
expand the program to 33 more villages in Kebethigollewa.

bei*ia > Hundreds of people in Grand Cape Mount County 
ebrated the reopening of two World Vision health clinics.Two years 
), fighting between rebels and government soldiers forced World 
ion to close the clinics. A UNICEF grant in August enabled staff to 
>pen 10 facilities in two counties affected by the conflict.Villagers in 
ih and Madina clapped, danced, and sang at the reopening 
•emonies.'We are celebrating because World Vision, who is our 
jd friend, has brought back relief to  us in the midst of diseases,” 
d Imam Jahn Kiawen.

nited States > The U.S. Congress signed the Northern 
anda Crisis Response Act in August, signaling greater U.S. attention 
violence in several northern provinces afflicted by anti-government 
aels called the Lord’s Resistance Army. Children are the conflict’s 
;atest victims. World Vision and other organizations played an 
portant role in passing the bill by educating Congress members and 
listing congressional staff in drafting the legislation.

^  Hope Update

In August,

I World Vision handed <£ 
z

a out its 1 millionth 

oan to an entrepreneur living in a poor 

ommunity. Starting with the first loan in 

993, today World Vision operates micro- 

inance institutions in 45  countries, serving 

learly 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  clients. World Vision has 

oaned more than $360  million to borrowers 

vith good business ideas who lack access to 

:apital. These loans have created or sustained 

ibout 1 .7  million jobs, raising living standards 

cor nearly 3 .5  million children.

News from World Vision’s HIV/AIDS  
work around the globe
Uganda >  W orld  Vision’s Kasangombe 

project gives HIV-positive parents a chance to  
capture knowledge for th e ir children through 

“ m em o ry  books.” In the pages of the books 
provided by W orld  Vision, parents note  

im p o rtan t inform ation such as names of 
relatives as well as stories about the child’s 
birth  and early years. W h e n  parents die, 
children lose a sense o f identity and history. 
M em ory books give children a personal, lasting 

way to  rem em b er th e ir  m others and fathers.

Burundi >  A  W orld  Vision workshop sparked 

attitude changes toward H IV /A ID S .O n e  man 

who used to  believe th a t all HIV-positive people 

should be elim inated became heart-broken by 

the testim ony o f a fem ale pastor. A fterw ard, he 

packed a 110-pound bag of groundnuts and 

presented it to  her publicly, saying, “ Please, my 
daughter, forgive m e, and let these groundnuts 

help bring nutrition to  your life.”

prevention  

workshop for his 

eighth-grade  

class a t Nuevo  

A m anecer

World AIDS Day >  On Dec. 1,2004,
2 million children around the world will 
participate in a “ Lesson For Life”— activities 

and discussions about H IV /A ID S and its 
effects on children.The campaign is organized 

by the Global Movement for Children, a 
worldwide effort to  build a better future for 

children. U.S.schools and youth groups can 
participate. Go to www.gmfc.org/hivaids.

SSyw.worldvision.org
World Vision

C h i le  >  Sponsored children who learned 

about H IV /A ID S  prevention are passing the  

lifesaving inform ation on to  th e ir peers. O ne  
student, 13-year-old Diego Aravena, held an 

H IV /A ID S

School in 
Santiago. Diego  

spent several 
weeks preparing the m ateria l to  present in 

th ree  tw o-hour meetings.

http://www.gmfc.org/hivaids


©  In the Spotlight I

Fatmire Feka 
breaks down ethnic 
barriers between 
kids in Kosovo, 
where the absence 
o f war hasn’t  yet 
assured peace.

G i r l  f o r  P e a c e  > Fatmire Feka grew up in Kosovo, where tensions 

between ethnic Albanians and Serbs exploded into war in 1998-99. Serbs 

abducted her older sister and brother and burned down her house, leaving 

the 10-year-old seething with hate. But when her parents and remaining 

siblings sought refuge at a World Vision transit shelter in 1999, Fatmire met 

someone who introduced her to a new concept: peace.

A quick study, Fatmire suggested starting “Kids For Peace”  clubs where 

Albanian and Serb children could mix and make friends. World Vision 

brought her idea to life, and today there are 14 clubs across Kosovo 

involving 350 children. Now 16, Fatmire is internationally famous after 

representing the clubs at a children’s conference in Barcelona, Spain. She 

shares her story:

I love to talk about peace. It’s so important.
For years, I didn’t  know what peace was— until I met a World

Vision worker [Rudy Scholaer
former World Vision peace- I
building manager].The first j
time we met was in the transit
shelter. We became friends.
[We] kids would go into his
office and bug him:“ What’s ?
this? What’s that?”

I began asking him about
peace. I can’t  remember that Ft
ever heard the word before. H
talked about how difficult it wai
to work for peace, how there
were walls, but you had to
knock them down— never stop

He told me peace was to
be calm, free, close to others, |
respectful of the people
around you, tolerant. He gave
me an example I will never
forget. He asked me what I’d

5 do if a friend of mine was >
|  saying things I didn’t  like. I said.
0
|  right away that I’d hit her or
1 make her stop. I thought you ' 
§ had to be cold-blooded. Rudy
■O' i

-  said,“ No.You listen.”
People aren’t  all bad or all good. We have* 

been learning this in the Kids for Peace clubs 
I help run a club for children here in 
[Koshtova] village in the second, third, and 
fourth grades. We call ourselves “The Angels 
of the Golden Minds.”

I never thought I’d meet Serb kids like 
this— talking normally, shaking hands. I guess I 
thought they’d never talk to  me. It was 
confusing, looking at them and thinking about 
the war. My heart was split in two. One half o 
me was remembering my sister and brother 
and the pain. The other half was asking myselj 
how to go and greet them.

8 ! W o rld  V ision Winter 2004 www.worldvision.ori

http://www.worldvision.ori


I thought about how the other Albanian kids would be saying, 
ook at her, she lost her sister and brother, and she’s going to talk 
th those Serb kids.” It was difficult to make a decision. But by the 
ne I walked over to talk to  them, I knew this was the better thing to 
i for all of us. Something good would come from it.
God gave me a sign. He gave me strength to accept [the Serb 

ildren], I felt I needed to say yes. And now, here I am.

©  Upcoming Events
D E C E M B E R  2004

>  W orld  A ID S  Day, Dec. I.

J A N U A R Y  2005

>  Vision Villages trip  to  Honduras, Jan. 9 -15, 

www.worldvision.org/visionvillages
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F E B R U A R Y  2005

>  Pastor’s Vision Trip to  southern Africa,

Feb. I - 10, www.worldvision.org/c2c
>  Vision Villages trip  to  Honduras, Feb. 5 -11, 

www.worldvision.org/visionvillages
>  W om en  of Faith National Conferences:

Feb 17 -19 in Las Vegas, Nev.; Feb. 24-26 in 

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., www.womenoffaith.com
>  30 H our Famine national 

observance, Feb. 25-26, 

www.30hourfam ine.org

world vision
g ig

it's about 
saving kids' lives

M A R C H  2005

>  Vision Viflages trip  to  

Honduras, Mar. 12-18,

www.worldvision.org/visionvillages

A P R IL  2005

>  Pastor’s Vision Trip to  the Dominican 

Republic, Apr. 12 -21, www.worldvision.org/c2c

>  Vision Villages trip  to  Honduras, Apr. 23-29, 
www.worldvision.org/visionvillages

>  30 H o u r Famine national observance,
Apr. 29-30, www.30hourfamine.org

M A Y  2005
>  National Day of Prayer, May 5. 

www.nationaldayofprayer.org

>  A  Child is W aiting: weekend to  present 
sponsorship to  your church, May 7-8, 
www.worldvision.org/achildiswaiting

QJ 3 2  15 fN »  F A S T  F A C T  W ith  savings fro m  debt
C  Q . * ?  .8  re lie f, M o zam b iqu e has spent $13.9 m illion on

0  U  «  JJ* health  im provem ents, $ 10 m illion on
£  (d  ** ** providing e lectric ity  to  ru ra l schools and
W ) ^  Q _ §  ga hospitals, and $3.4 m illion  on a  program

<B *3 f increasing th e  n u m b er o f girls attend ing

a  (/) JJJ §  g  school. (W o r ld  Bank G roup)

> - - s  S l l
World Vision

984710081

http://www.worldvision.org/visionvillages
http://www.worldvision.org/c2c
http://www.worldvision.org/visionvillages
http://www.womenoffaith.com
http://www.30hourfamine.org
http://www.worldvision.org/visionvillages
http://www.worldvision.org/c2c
http://www.worldvision.org/visionvillages
http://www.30hourfamine.org
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org
http://www.worldvision.org/achildiswaiting
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©  In the Spot

Fatmire Feka 

breaks down ethnic 

barriers between 
kids in Kosovo, 
where the absence 

of war hasn’t  yet 
assured peace.

Girl for Peace > Fatmire Feka grew up i 

between ethnic Albanians and Serbs exploded in 

abducted her older sister and brother and burne 

the 10-year-old seething with hate. But when hei 

siblings sought refuge at a World Vision transit sh 

someone who introduced her to a new concept: I 

A quick study, Fatmire suggested starting “Ki< 

Albanian and Serb children could mix and make 

brought her idea to life, and today there are 14 < 
involving 350 children. Now 16, Fatmire is intern 

representing the clubs at a children's conference 

shares her story:

I love to talk about peace. It’s so importai 
For years, I didn’t  know what peace was-

W orld Vision

It’S the  
thought 

that COUntS
Show a child you care. 
Sponsor a child today.

Sponsorship offers tremendous benefits to 

a child living in poverty— education, health 

care, and better opportunities for her 
community. But it’s just as important for the 

child to know that someone far away cares 

enough to give, write letters, and pray.

8 W orld Vision W inter 2004

See the insert between 
pages 24 and 25 for details.



I thought about how the other Albanian kids would be saying, 
ook at her, she lost her sister and brother, and she’s going to talk 
th those Serb kids.”  It was difficult to make a decision. But by the 
ne I walked over to talk to them, I knew this was the better thing to 
i for all of us. Something good would come from it.
God gave me a sign. He gave me strength to accept [the Serb 

ildren]. I felt I needed to say yes. And now, here I am.
The clubs will be much better in the future. We will realize the 

earns of the children. It’s very hard, but when you see all the kids 
th their dreams and wishes, you know you have to act. ■

— as told to John Schenk

>lad You Asked
San I write to my 
•ponsored child by 
’-mail?

©  Upcoming Events
D E C E M B E R  2004
>  W orld  A ID S  Day, Dec. I.

J A N U A R Y  2005

>  Vision Villages trip  to  Honduras, Jan. 9-15, 

www.worldvision.org/visionvillages

F E B R U A R Y  2005

>  Pastor’s Vision Trip to  southern Africa,
Feb. I - 10, www.worldvision.org/c2c

>  Vision Villages trip  to  Honduras, Feb. 5-11, 

www.worldvision.org/visionvillages
>  W om en o f Faith National Conferences:

Feb 17 -19 in Las Vegas, Nev.; Feb. 24-26 in 

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., www.womenoffaith.com
>  30 H our Famine national 

observance, Feb. 25-26, 

www.30hourfam ine.org

world vision

a

M A R C H  2005  

> Vision Villages trip  to  

Honduras, Mar. 12-18, 

www.worldvision.org/visionvillages

it's about 
saving kids' lives

YES! Keeping in touch with your sponsored child is now just a 
dick away.

Sending letters by e-mail to your sponsored child is simple. It also 
saves you postage.Just log on to www.worldvision.org/emailmychild— 
lave your child’s full name and ID number handy. Write your message 
md click “submit.” It will arrive at World Vision’s national office in your 
sponsored child’s country. There, our staff will translate and deliver your 
message to your sponsored child. Your child can respond via standard 
mail, which requires the usual length of time for writing, translating, and 
mailing the letter.

Children love to hear from their sponsors. World Vision invites 
you to write your sponsored child via letter or e-mail. ■

A P R IL  2005

>  Pastor’s Vision Trip to  the Dominican 

Republic, Apr. 12 -21,www.worldvision.org/c2c

>  Vision Villages trip  to  Honduras, Apr. 23-29, 
www.worldvision.org/visionvillages

>  30 H o u r Famine national observance,
Apr. 29-30, www.3Ohourfamine.org

M A Y  2005
>  National Day of Prayer, May 5. 

www.nationaldayofprayer.org

>  A  Child is W aiting: weekend to  present 

sponsorship to  your church, May 7-8,
www.worldvision.org/achildiswaiting

»  F A S T  F A C T  W ith  savings fro m  debt 
re lie f, M o zam b iqu e has spent $ 13.9 m illion on 
health  im provem ents, $ 10 m illion on 

providing e lectric ity  to  ru ra l schools and 

hospitals, and $3.4 m illion on a program  

increasing th e  n u m b er o f girls attend ing  

school. (W o r ld  Bank G roup)
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Because Rodreshia 

Russaw (left) 
meets with kids 

wherever they are, 
she often finds 

herself on the 

basketball court.

Someone to  Believe in Them
In N ew  York, W orld  Vision youth outreach workers help at-risk teens discover 
the ir potential, by Rachel Wolff

RODRESHIA RUSSAW’S “ OFFICE” spans basketball courts, local 
schools, and street corners— anywhere at-risk youth can be found in 
this Upper West Side neighborhood of Manhattan.

In her third year as a Vision Youth outreach worker at Central 
Baptist Church, Rodreshia, 22, has built trust with local young people. 
Reaching out as a mentor, tutor, counselor, and friend, she shows 
troubled teenagers that she believes in their potential.“ Kids come to 
me now,” she explains.

Rodreshia moved from Washington state to New York City, 
committed to helping youth overcome the kinds of struggles she faced 
as a teenager. Raised by a single mother after her parents divorced, 
Rodreshia struggled with homework and got into trouble at school.“ l 
see the lives of kids now and think,‘I used to be that person.” '

Dedicated advocates like Rodreshia make all the difference for 
young people on the edge, helping them set goals for their future and 
develop their God-given potential. In New York, World Vision’s Vision 
Youth program partners with local churches to provide ongoing training 
and full-time salaries for youth outreach workers like Rodreshia— a 
luxury few inner-city churches can afford.

Rodreshia adjusted quickly to her new 
hometown.“The kids aren’t  insecure— they 
think they’re superstars,” she observes. 
“ Maybe it’s the strong media influence, but 
teens here want to be just like the people ir 
the magazines, and they want to have wealth 

But Rodreshia knows the realities these 
disadvantaged youth struggle against every 
day in their mixed-income community— po< 
education, drug use, gang activity, and lack ot 
job opportunities.

W ith many parents working multiple job 
to stay afloat, Rodreshia finds that often the 
biggest need for youth is to have an adult in 
their lives who is there for them.

“Their sense of family stability is gone,” 
explains Rodreshia.“ Carmen*, a high school 
student I mentor, has no one to help her wit) 
homework or to cook dinner because her 
mother has to work overtime. Sometimes I 
go make a meal for her and we talk.”

Youth often call Rodreshia for counsel in 
the middle of the night and early in the 
morning. She rarely has a day off. But she love 
her work. “The Lord constantly gives me 
strength to empower the youth and help ther 
through the crises they face,” Rodreshia says, 

One boy’s recent crisis exemplifies the 
complicated problem-solving required for her 
job.“ Elijah* was kicked out of his aunt’s home 
and then his brother’s home,”  Rodreshia says. 
“ I finally had to take him to a homeless shelter 

Elijah lost his mother when he was young 
and has always had a hard life, explains 
Rodreshia.The teen struggles with mental 
illness, which makes family relationships 
difficult. But after he started coming to the 
Friday night youth program at Central Baptist 
Rodreshia saw progress.

Watching Elijah take two steps backward
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auth outreach worker Marcus Smalls helps Michael Acevedo,
$, work on a video.

ith every step forward is not easy for Rodreshia. But she refuses to 
ve up on his future.“We are trying to find him medical help and a 
able home,” she says.

In the Lower East Side of Manhattan, New York native and youth 
linister Marcus Smalls guides his own group of youth at Primitive 
Ihristian Church. When Rodreshia started working with youth in 
lew York, Marcus gave her some advice based on his own experience: 
uild meaningful relationships.

“After 9/11, my purpose became so clear,”  Marcus says.“ Kids were 
cared of what might happen next and had lost hope. My job was to 
elp young people believe tomorrow was worth living for, so they 
/ouldn’t  fall into sex, drugs, or gangs.”

Vision Youth’s partnership with Primitive Christian Church allows 
larcus to continue reaching out to youth full time, and he sees 
hanges in his neighborhood. Earlier this year, Samantha*— a high 
chool senior he mentors— received thunderous applause from the 
;ongregation for her acceptance into Harvard.

“ Our younger teens see Samantha and say,‘If she did it, we can do 
t.’ Now they believe they can do anything they put their minds to. It’s 
lo t easy to convince kids of that,”  says Marcus.

Even so, Rodreshia and Marcus are trying— by showing young 
people that they believe in them. ■

I—Rachel Wolff and Sue Nolan, who contributed to this article, are writers 

| for World Vision.

*The names o f youth have been changed to protect their identity. 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

I) F A S T  F A C T  T he  num ber o f people living below  
the poverty line in the  U n ited  States rose in 2003 to  
135.8 m illion, up from  34.5 m illion in 2002.There  are also 
leven m ore children living in poverty— 800,000 m ore  
than in 2002. (U .S . Census Bureau)

30 Hour Famine >  How did Kelsi Schaefer 
spend her summ er vacation? In July, she spent a 

week in Brazil’s Am azon region, cruising the Rio 
Negro on W orld  Vision’s medical boat and 

visiting impoverished villages where she played 
with local children.

“ Coming on this trip, I’ve really experienced 
how to be God’s hands and feet,” says Kelsi, 15. 
“ I’ve also been able to feel the power of a smile.”

Kelsi and members of her youth group at the 

Evangelical Free Church of Winfield, Kan., were 

selected for the Amazon trip after participating in 
W orld Vision’s 30 Hour Famine, an international 
youth movement to fight world hunger and poverty.

In 2004,16,000 youth groups across the
United States—

I  approximately half a 
t #

million kids—went 
without food for 30 

hours. W hile  

experiencing a small 
measure of hunger’s 
sting, the teens 

learned about the 

grim realities that 
impoverished 

children face in the 
developing world. 
They also discovered 

the value of the money they raised during the 

event: About a dollar a day can feed a child.
Participants who raised a t least $360—  a whole 

year’s worth of care for a child— qualified for the 

W orld Vision Study Tour, an opportunity to  see 
W orld Vision’s ministry firsthand. Kelsi traveled to  

the Amazon with 10 other teens and six youth 
leaders to  see how sponsorship, health care, and 
agricultural assistance are changing the lives of 
people in rem ote riverside communities.

The 30 Hour Famine is an eye-opening 
experience for kids even if they don’t  leave their 

hometowns. Laurie Turner, the volunteer youth 

leader at Kelsi’s church and a m ember of the 
Amazon group, says,“You will never be the same. If 
you don’t  want to change, don’t  do it. But if you 

want to grow, you need to do the 30 Hour Famine.
National 2005 dates for the 30 Hour Famine 

are Feb. 25-26, Apr. 29-30, and Oct. 28-29— but 
teens can do it anytime. For more information, 
call toll free (888) 852-4453 or go to
www.30hourfamine.org. ■

wvsw.worldvision.org
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“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called sons of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

— M a t t h e w  5 : 3 - 1 0



ihrough

ductory text by the Rev. Tim Dearborn

t̂ Christmas we sing “Joy to the World,” for joy rests at 

|feg|eart of the Gospel. Jesus’ birth was accompanied

singing of “good news of great joy.” Jesus said,
K i r

iHingsJjaye I spoken to you that my joy may be in you,|HH '

ir  joy may be made full" (John 15:11). Joy is a fruit of the

presence.

at comes

BpaSpgijEss in Jesus Chi ist and the gil

S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ s . 'the'following pages portray

HBisj^fng-bifeanngllyes of people involved

The Rev. Tim Dearborn, Ph.D., is associate 

International's Christian Impact program.

PH O TO G RAPH BY JO N  W ARREN

ng— not a happiness that depends on



w  n t

O ur experience o f  life in Christ begins as we recognize/our need. We cannot turn to our material 

successes, our personal accomplishments, or our spiritualSiety. The Gospel proclaims that mis recognition 

can lead us through the doorway to blessedness, where joy and suffering can exist simultaneously.

Shining Her Light
A N G I E  D I A L E
Six years ago, Angie Diale found out that her infant son 
w as H IV -positive. A bsorbing the news th at Tshepa  

p rob ab ly w ouldn’t  live p ast age 2  w as difficult 
enough, but Angie, a nurse in Sow eto, South A frica, 
knew  there w as m ore. She had the virus, too .

Angie had already survived a tough childhood  
during the ap arth eid  era . H er fath er w as abusive.
“ [For] a m an w ho doesn’t  have the pow er to  decide 

w h at he w ants and doesn’t  w an t, hom e is the only  

place he can  be in con tro l and release aggression ,” 
she explains. W hen the m arriage fell ap art, the family 
scattered.

Angie struggled up from  p overty  to  becom e a 

m arried m other of three with a good job. The day she 

realized th at her husband had infected her with HIV, 
all th at she’d gained seemed lost.

B ut th rou gh  the lens o f faith— m odeled by her 

devout m other and grandm other— Angie began to see 

G od ’s hand in her circu m stan ces. “ G od knew  th at  

living w ith th at m an w as depriving me o f the life I’m  
supposed to  live, being able to  serve and live for h im ,” she says.

The first step w as to  face facts. She tested positive for H IV —  

she still has the crum pled paper bearing the results. Then she 

focused on survival, hers and T shepa’s.
She soaked up in form ation  and w rote  

dow n w h at she learned, creatin g  a 

m anual for living with HIV. Angie also  

left her nursing job to  s ta rt a wellness 
center fo r w om en and children in 

Sow eto, a tow nship w here 5 9  percent of  

the p op ulation  is unem ployed and  
H IV/AID S rates are high.

In fightin g A ID S, A ngie foun d  her 

m ission . “ I believe very  stro n g ly  th a t  

G od ’s plan fo r m y life is fo r m e to  be a

su n ,” she says. “ People will com e and sou rce  the light, 
the light will con tinu e to  shine. I believe th a t is w h at G od i! 
d oin g; he has p rep ared  m e to  m ove in every  sph ere, ever] 

corn er, to  m ake [people] aw are th at h» 

is the b e st.”

In August 2 0 0 3  Angie joined World  
Vision as the HIV/AIDS coordin ator foi 
a p roject in S ow eto. Today, she’s iri 
dem and aroun d  the clo ck , providing  

counseling, medical advice, or help with 

funeral arran gem en ts. AIDS sufferers 
* and their fam ilies em b race her as 
N som eone w ho know s w hat they’re going 

I through. In the evenings she spends time 
z w ith  her children, w ho live w ith hen
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other. (Son Lesigo, 2 1 ,  and d aughter O lerato , 1 3 , are not 

fected. Tshepa, now  6 , is doing w ell.) Angie sleeps at the 
dlness center, to  be there for patients during the night.
To keep this grueling schedule, Angie depends on  G od  

mpletely. “ M y breathing is G od; m y w alking is G od; my 
ting is G o d ,” she says w ith a smile. “H e is carrying m e. H e’s 

>ing everything. Everything I need, I ask of h im .”

This year has been eventful for Angie, w ho traveled to  
A ustralia, attended the Global AIDS Conference in Thailand, 
gave an interview to the BBC— and even carried the Olympic 
torch  when it passed through Cape Town. Everywhere she goes, 
she’s asked to  speak. Joyfully, she does, sharing the faith and 
hope with which she fights a killer disease, day by precious day.

— with reporting by Leigh-A nne H avem ann

arc 'J>€ Untv r

Normally we view grief and joy as opposites, yet in the Gospel, grief is the doorway to the hom e o f jay. Grieving 

proclaims that life is not as it should be. The Lord o f  the kingdom weeps—Jesus wept over Lazarus’ death 

and the deadness o f  Jerusalem. G od is able to comfort us in our mourning became he has shared in our grief.

\  Different Faith
) E H U E L  P E R E Z
unong D ehuel Perez’s accom plishm ents over 16  years with  
(forld Vision w as saving a child’s life. A N icaragu an  girl had a 
eart valve ob stru ction  and needed surgery. “H e r lips w ere  

•urple because she didn’t have any oxygen in her body,” recalls 

)ehuel, 4 6 ,  w ho w as then based in C osta  R ica but w orking  
vith com m unities over the border in N icaragu a.

Dehuel w ent to  a d o cto r in C osta R ica. “ G od touched his 
teart. H e offered his help,” the W orld Vision operations director 

ays. A fter a successful operation funded by W orld Vision, the 

;irl has grow n up healthy.
The happy outcom e provides satisfaction for a man w ho has 

:ndured m ore  than  his share of loss. F irst there w as the 
ievastating death of his wife, A na, in 1 9 8 7 . During the birth of 
:heir son, Dehuel, now  1 7 , a d o cto r’s mistake cost Ana her life.

Shortly after, Dehuel joined W orld V ision, starting a 

succession of jobs in the operations area, including stints where 
he com m uted m ore than 2 0 0  miles from  his hom e in San Jose, 
Costa R ica ’s capital, to  N icaragu a. H e implemented program s  
providing clean w ater, health ca re , and agriculture. “W hen I 
w ork w ith people, the starting point is my trust in G o d ,” he 

explains. “ It is [my job to  m ake] the people see th at God is 
there, just waiting to extend his h and .”

Dehuel Perez tends to his 15-year-old daughter, Sara, who suffers 

from a rare genetic disease. To the right is a photo of his son, 

Gabriel, who died of the same disorder.

At W orld Vision, Dehuel found meaningful work— and a new 
wife, Sari Jimenez. Within a few years, his family grew: Sara Isabel 
w as born in 1 9 8 9  and Gabriel in 1 9 9 1 . But before the children 
reached school age, both began to exhibit symptoms of a rare 
genetic disorder, Batten’s disease, that causes neuron deterioration. 
One after the othei; the children suffered convulsions. Soon they could 
no longer grasp objects or speak. Dehuel and Sari, supported by their

www.worldvision.org
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W orld Vision family, prayed for a miracle.
G radually the prayer changed, says Dehuel, to : “ O K , Lord, 

these are your children w hom  you loaned to  us, but I prefer you  
take them  so th at w e do n ot see them  suffer m o re .” G abriel 
died in 2 0 0 1  w ith Dehuel and Sari a t his side— a blessing given 
th at one parent usually needed to  stay w ith S ara, but on that 
day she happened to  be in the care  o f d octors at the sam e 
hospital. Fifteen-year-old Sara’s condition rem ains serious, and  
Dehuel and Sari treasure each m om ent w ith her.

Today, Dehuel focuses on the good in his life, including the ways 
his losses have helped him in his w ork. “ G oing through these

tests th at have caused so m uch pain has sensitized me to be abl 
to  understand the pain o f o th e rs ,” he says. “ Som etim es no 
having anything to feed one’s children can  be as painful for 

family as losing children.”
As inexplicable as D ehuel’s tragedies have been, they haw 

shaped and strengthened him  as a child of G od. “ I learned  
different faith , a faith  th a t w as n o t a function  of w h at Go| 
gives me in exchange for who I am ,” he says. “God gives me mucj 
m ore than I deserve— the hope of eternal life w here I am  surel 

going to  rejoice w ith those I have lo s t.”
— with repo rtin g  by K evin Coo,

C M 'C met
M eekness is one o f  the most misunderstood moral qualities. In our society, a meek person  

is a spineless weakling. Actually, Jesus uses a word that expresses the relinquishment 

o f  all illusion o f  control. Those who know their utter dependence on God, and are trained 

to trust G od in all things, know that they have nothing to lose.

God's Instrument 1
DR.  P U N I T H A  V I C T O R
In India, m any people see AIDS patients as lost causes. Eve; 
doctors might regard them  as merely bodies attached to medics 

ch arts— or, perhaps understandably in a cou n try  w here H P  

rates are escalating, as p art o f a troubling n ational problerr 
N o t Dr. Punitha Victor.

To her, these neglected m em bers o f society  are special t  
God and therefore precious to  her. In a quiet way, this Christia: 

w om an working with the poor in Chennai expresses the hope an  

light o f salvation  to  those w ho need it m o st. H e r rew ard  i 
seeing patients die joyfully. O ne w om an asked those in W orl 

V ision’s H IV /A ID S care  hom e to  sing hym ns and pray in he 

final hour; she passed aw ay w ith the w ords, “Jesus is calling | 
m e ,” on her lips.

“T h at w as a great testim ony fo r all the oth er w om en in th 

ca re  h o m e ,” Punitha says. “T h ey saw  her and asked , ‘Cai 
death be so go od ?’ ”
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