


Leadership's Legacy
W o rZ d  Vision T o d a y ’s  issue on leadership is inspired b y  Bob 

Seiple, who th is month ends 11 years as God's servant a t  the 

helm o f  W orld Vision. Bob has been an indefatigable champion  

fo r  children because he understands th a t they are our emerging 

leaders— indeed, the world's future. In this spirit, the fo llow ing  

stories celebrate Bob and his exemplary tenure b y  introducing 

you  to people who have been fa ith fu l, as he w as, when called to 

leadership and service.

Bob visits and helps re-establish 
ministry in Vietnam. Having flown 
3 0 0  combat missions over Vietnam 
as a U.S. Marine nearly two decades 
before. Bob is moved by his trip. 
Reconciliation becomes a major thrust 
of World Vision’s  ministry during the 
next decade.

The Washington Forum is 
established. In an effort to p 
awareness among Worid Visii 
donors in the United States, 
annual gathering brings toget 
experts on issues of 
global importance.
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Bob Seiple begins 
his tenure as the fourth 
president of World Vision 
United States.

A three-year Child Survival 
and Beyond campaign begins. 
World Vision United States raises 
$50 0  million to support immuni
zation, medical care, food aid, 
and parent education. In 1988, 
3 8 ,0 0 0  children died each day 
from malnutrition and preventable 
diseases; today that number has 
been reduced to 3 3 ,0 0 0  thanks 
in part to the work of agencies 
such as World Vision.

Bob visits Romania shortly after 
the overthrow of Romanian dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu. World Vision 
United States commits to help 
neglected children in Romania's 
orphanages and to improve the 
country's medical system. On a 
subsequent visit, Bob helps 
negotiate the first working 
agreement between the Orthodox 
and Reformed churches in Romania 
since the Communist takeover in

The 30 Hour Famine begins 
in the United States. In an 
effort to educate youth and t. 
cultivate a future donor base 
Bob encourages the develops 
of this program. An estimates 
million young people will part 
in 1998.
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'orld Vision United States 
rovides more than $1.3 
lillion worth of food, 
ledicine, and relief supplies 
i Som alians suffering from 
imine a s  a result of drought 
nd anarchy caused by clan 
arfare.
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The World Vision United States 
headquarters relocates from 
Monrovia, Calif., to Federal Way, 
Wash. Completed on schedule 
and on budget, the move should 
result in a $ 5 .8  million savings.

World Vision establishes its Institute 
for Global Engagement. In an effort to 
increase donor awareness of worldwide 
humanitarian issues and to create more 
effective partnerships with the church. 
World Vision United States launches 
this new policy, strategic planning, 
advocacy, and education arm.
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/odd Vision plays a 
lajor role in rebuilding 
lozambique. Following 
n October 1 9 9 2  peace 
eaty. World Vision United 
tates helps supply relief 
oods, resettlement help, 
nd agricultural rehabilitation 
)  Mozambican families.

After Bob visits Rwanda 
twice in 1994, World Vision 
United States dedicates $8.2  
million to providing emergency 
relief and reconciling children 
with parents and relatives in 
this country torn apart by 
brutal fighting between Hutu 
and Tutsi tribes. “This will be 
the m ost important task in 
which the partnership has  
ever participated,’  Bob wrote 
after his trips. 'Th e  choice is 
obvious: reconciliation 
or more m assacre s.”

Relief and reconciliation work 
intensifies in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
After four years of war, which 
fragmented the former country of 
Yugoslavia and claimed some 1.5  
million lives. Bob visits the region 
and focuses national attention on 
the situation by hosting World 
Vision's Bosnia Briefing in 
Washington, D.C.
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Bob celebrates 
10 years of 
faithful service 
to World Vision.
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"Our ambition is not leadership, but servanthoodL 

Our task is not to grow leaders, but to make 

disciples who will follow Jesus," writes Steve Hayner, 

president ofInterVarsity Christian Fellowship 

U.SA., in this reflection on Christian leadership.



Y ears ago I fram ed a m agazine ad of 
a teenage boy doing a handstand 

on  the grass. Behind him  is a grade 

school boy  som ersaulting. And 

behind them  is a  little guy  w ith  his 
bo ttom  up  in the air, try ing  to  get his body 

over the hum p. The caption says: "W hen 

y o u 're  o u t in  fron t and  others follow, th a t's  
leadership!"

Being a  leader is n o t abou t a  title o r posi

tion. It is abou t influence and  modeling. I'm  

convinced th a t it's  o u r daily jo u rn ey —w ith  

its m yriad  of sm all decisions either tow ard  or 

aw ay  from  the Savior—th a t really m atters. 

Leaders can either help o r hinder those jo u r

neys. T hat is precisely w h y  godly character is 

so im portan t in  leaders; w e never know  w ho 

is w atching  and  following. Recently I recog

nized a  politician on  an  airplane and w atched 

as he very  hum bly  and  gently  cared for an  

older person w ho  w as having difficulty car

ry ing  his luggage off the  plane. T hat politi

cian d idn 't know  I w as w atching. He d idn 't
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know  he w as being a  leader for me a t th a t 
m om ent.

W orking a t leadership is no t the first step 
in becoming a  leader. Following Jesus is.

Jesus w as clear on the im portance of the 
integrity  and consistency of ou r w alk  w ith  

him . "Good people bring good things o u t of 
their hearts b u t evil people bring evil things 

o u t of their hearts" (M atthew 12:35). Thus 
w h a t we are as a  disciple will be evident in all 

th a t we do, including ou r leadership. Our 

obedience, both  in  the interior life and also in 

o u r relationships w ith  people and ou r pos

sessions, becomes far m ore im portan t th an  
well-crafted plans or impressive program s.

The m ost fundam ental quality  the Bible 

connects w ith  godly leadership is servant
hood. Learning leadership begins w ith  learn

ing hum ility, vulnerability, a  willingness to  

do w h a t is needed, "preferring one another," 

giving ou r lives away, and recognizing th a t 

w e are stew ards—never owners—of the gifts 

of God. Jesus repeatedly adm onished his dis
ciples w henever they  talked abou t exerting

I will never 
forget the week 
Bob Seiple led 
me and a few 
other pastors 
through Bosn 
Never before 
my heart been so 

>ken. Bob helped me see that a lot 
good can flow from a broken heart, 
i/as the beginning of our church's 
estment in the healing of Bosnia.
; are thankful that, under Bob’s 
idership, World Vision has included 
ngregations in its vision of global 
rtnership.

—Rev. Dr. Craig Barnes, Pastor, 
National Presbyterian Church, 

Washington, D.C.
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tremendous need. 
For that reason, World Relief is honor
ing Bob Seiple with its Helping Hands 
award this year. We appreciate the 
partnership with World Vision in meet
ing the needs of the poor, a task which 
al l of us have only just begun.

—Clive Calver, President, 
World Relief

Bob Seiple not 
only carried on 
the great tradition 
begun by World 
Vision founder 
Bob Pierce and 
followed by former 
presidents Stan 

Mooneyham and Ted Engstrom, he 
brought the ministry to new heights. 
Not only have millions of children been 
helped; not only has starvation and 
hunger been alleviated, but a great 
witness has been made to the world, 
showing that it is Christians who take 
their faith seriously enough to care for 
the least of these.

—Charles W. Colson, Chairman, 
Prison Fellowship Ministries



power: "The greatest am ong you m ust 
become like the youngest, and the leader like 
the one w ho serves" (Luke 22:26).

There is a growing am ount of m odem  
literature on servant leadership. But I'm  not 
sure I agree w ith  leadership as the 
fundam ental concept and servanthood as the 
modifier. Jesus gives an  unm odified 
call to  us to  be servants—serving God and 
serving one another. Along the way, God 
m ay also call us into specific roles of 
leadership. But there is no indication th a t 
obtaining those roles should be a believer's 
ultim ate ambition.

Once again, Jesus tu rn s  the world's— 
certainly the W estern world's—idea on its 
head. Our am bition is n o t leadership, b u t ser
vanthood. Our task  is no t to  grow  leaders, 
b u t to  m ake disciples w ho will follow Jesus. 
Our goal is no t to  get ou t there and get 
things done, b u t to  listen and obey. Our call 
is no t to  exercise pow er b u t to  be faithful to 
ou r Lord and the w ay  of the servant.

How God chooses to  use his servants is 
his concern. We m ay  be called to  lead or to  
follow, to  exert au thority  or to  submit, to  
tu rn  our God-given gifts in one direction or 
another. But th a t is God's business. Our iden
tity, our m eaning in life, ou r sense of signifi
cance, and our self-worth are no t to  be based 
on the roles we fill, the power we wield, or 
the num bers we lead. We play to  an  audience 
of one, w ho loves us, affirms us, and uses us. 
W hether we are called to  perform  the hand
stand or simply w atch  and clap from  the 
sidelines, we should long to  hear from  our 
God the words, "Well done, you  good and 
faithful servant!" ■

Steve Hayner has 10 years of experience leading 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship U.S.A., the Madison, 
Wis.-based ministry that 
nurtures college students' 
spiritual and vocational 
growth in nearly 800 campus 
charter groups nationwide.
Hayner holds a Ph.D. in Old 
Testament, and is a Presbyterian 
minister, husband, and father 
of three.
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Wrestling Through
| |  p  I  G  I I Richard Stearns accepts position
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as World Vision's f i f th  president

When th ings get stressfu l a t Lenox, 

Inc., m an u fa c tu re r  o f fine china, 

em ployees rem ind  each other, 

"Relax, it 's  on ly  dishes." B ut in  his new  

role as W orld Vision president, fo rm er 

Lenox CEO Richard S tearns know s "there 's  

a  lo t m ore a t  stake th a n  a  p ro d u ct line. 

People are  in  desperate need a ro u n d  the 

w orld , an d  th ey  are depending on  o rgan i

zations like W orld Vision."

0 : When did you become involved with  
World Vision?
A: M y wife an d  I have been donors since 

1984. In 1 9 8 6 ,1 traveled to  H aiti to  visit 

W orld V ision's w ork . It w as a  real eye- 

opener because I realized th a t  the  problem s 

of poverty  are solvable. I saw  th a t  W orld 

Vision has a  ph ilosophy  of creating change 

w ith in  a  co m m u n ity  th a t  w ill susta in  itself. 

Q: What was your reaction w hen World 
Vision's search committee asked you to  
apply for this job?
A: I w as  quite  con ten t a t  Lenox an d  in  m y  

life in  Pennsylvania b u t I w e n t th ro u g h  the 

h iring  process fo r one reason: I 'm  a  believer 

th a t  God does w o rk  in  o u r  lives, and  th is 

m igh t be a  w a y  th a t  God w as going to  w o rk  

in  m y  life an d  in  th e  lives o f m y  fam ily.

Q: How did you respond when World 
Vision offered you the position?
A: W hen y o u  m ake a  decision like th is, y o u  

see clearly  the  th ings y o u  are  giving u p — 

the  kids see school an d  friends; m y  wife 

sees he r involvem ents w ith  o u r  church  and  

com m un ity ; I see m y  career, 23 years in  

the  co rpora te  w orld . It took  a trem endous 
a m o u n t o f p ray e r an d  w restling  w ith  God.

U ltim ately, I cam e to  believe th a t  th is 

w as God directing m y  life. Renee an d  I felt

th a t  [accepting the  job] w as a  w ay  to  

dem onstra te  w here o u r  priorities need to  

be. If God calls one to  serve, one has to  be 
w illing and  ready  to  do th a t.

Q: What do you hope to accomplish at 
World Vision?
A: If the Book of Revelation were w ritten  

today, and  there w as a  letter to  the church  in 

America, I th ink  it w ould  decry the fact th a t 

o u r m ateria lism  and  w ea lth  have deafened 

o u r ears and blinded ou r eyes to  the cause of 

the poor. I'd like to  connect the poor w ith  the 

wealthy. There are blessings on both  sides of 

th a t equation.

I also w a n t donors to  k now  th a t  they  

can invest their dollars w ith  great confidence 

in  the  ethics and  in teg rity  o f W orld Vision. 

T hat will be a  very  high level of com m itm ent 
on  m y  part, to  m ake sure th a t everything 

is done w ith  financial accountability.

Q: How can people pray for you?
A: I'd ask  th a t God equip me to  do the job he 

has led m e to  and th a t I w ould be faithful in 

the tru s t th a t has been placed in me. ■

Back: Andrew, Sarah, Richard, Renee, Hannah 
Front: Grace and Peter
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Father Berdgno Beltran worked with garbage scavengers in Manila, the capital 
of the Philippines, helping to transform them into a productive Christian 
community. His ministry has earned many honors, including World Vision's 
1997 Robert W. Pierce Award for Christian Service. But Fr. Ben points to 
obedience: “I would not do otherwise. Jesus would not do otherwise."

W hen Father Ben Beltran came 
to  Smokey M ountain  20 
years ago, he saw  a  garbage 
heap alm ost 100 feet high, 
reeking of m ethane gas and 

polluting the a ir and  water. The dum p- 
site—ironically nam ed for its resemblance 
to  the Smokey M ountains in the United 
States—w as a b light on  the  landscape, a 
political h o t potato , a  sham eful sym bol of 
u rban  decay. It w as also hom e to  a  large 
squatter population.

1 The young 
I Catholic priest 
|  resolved, "In
1 a  Christian2

country, there 
should no t be
25,000 people 
surviving by  
picking th rough  

the garbage." 
That day, he 
began to  
dream  of a 
new  Smokey 
M ountain.

Now, the dream  is being realized by  

Sambayanang Kristiyano, Smokey 
M ounta in 's  self-sufficient, sp iritually- 
strong  com m unity. U nder Fr. Ben's tu te 
lage, com m unity  m em bers have tu rned

A Once upon a dump: Even children 
used to scavenge for recyclable 
items, breathing in carcinogens and 
risking cuts and skin infections.

from  hum iliating scavenging to  better jobs, 
and  converted the squa tte r settlem ent into 
som ething resem bling a  real neighborhood. 
The success earned Fr. Ben in ternational 
a tten tion , funding, and access to  Philippine 
President Fidel Ramos. But to  th is m odest 
m an, none of th a t  equals his long, loving 
association w ith  Sm okey M ountain , w here 
children take his hand  and  press it to  their 
foreheads in  a  gesture of honor.

G o in g  t o  t h e  M o u n ta in

Fr. Ben's life is inextricably entw ined 
w ith  Sm okey M ountain . He has become 
m ore a  product of this place th a n  the 
forests of M indinao (a sou the rn  Philippine 
island) w here he w as b o rn  in  1946. His 
parents, Benigno Sr., a  retired governm ent 
official, and  Concepcion, a  teacher, recall 
th a t  Ben, the  oldest of five, w as d raw n  to 
the religious life early, signing up  to  be a 
church  a lta r  boy before he could see over 
the altar. A serious student, he w as valedic
to rian  of bo th  his elem entary  and  h igh 
school g raduating  classes.

After college, Ben entered the sem inary 
of the Society of the Divine Word, assisted by 
Benigno Sr., w ho quit smoking and drinking 
and p u t th a t m oney tow ard  Ben's expenses. 

A lthough originally interested in missions 
w o rk  in  Africa, the new ly-ordained Fr. Ben 
seemed destined to  teach in  the  sem inary. 
But he w as troubled  by  his inability  to
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connect theo ry  w ith  practice. His solution: 
"I decided to  look for the poorest of the 
poor and ju s t  be w ith  them ." He asked the 
Sisters of Charity, M other Theresa's order, 
to  help him  find a needy place. They sent 
h im  to  Smokey M ountain.

Since 1954, M anila 's governm ent had 
been dum ping garbage on this form er 
fishing area. As the dum p grew, so did the 
num ber of scavengers—people broken by 
the hardships of the city w ho had no choice 
b u t to  live am ong refuse and rats. Politicians, 
journalists , and aid w orkers came to  gaw k 
a t the dum psite, quickly fleeing the stench 
and  crushing poverty. Fr. Ben stayed.

"I was no t trained for breathing in 
smoke and particles 24 hours a  day, or eating 
inside m osquito nets because otherwise the 
food w ould be full of flies," he says. "Nobody 
can tra in  you  for that." He developed chronic 
bronchitis and allergies.

Fr. Ben led the celebration of the 
Eucharist every Sunday in  a  run -dow n  
chapel th a t w as later repaired to  become the 
C hurch of the Risen Christ. "[The Mass] w as 
the answ er to  the people's prayers," Fr. Ben 
says. "It gave them  a  sense of identity." He 
w alked around  the shan ty tow n  and talked 
to  people, g radually  earning their tru st.

Fr. Ben's vision for the com m unity  
crystallized in  1983. The governm ent, 
eyeing the financial opportunities of a revi
talized w aterfron t, forcibly resettled the 
Sm okey M ountain  squatters to  ano ther 
area. "The people cam e back because there 
w ere no  jobs," Fr. Ben recalls. "They were 
starv ing  to  death." He set up  a  ta rpau lin  
for a  tem p o rary  chapel, and  the w ork  
began in  earnest. S tarting  w ith  the n a tu ra l 
leaders, he began tra in ing  people to  form  
"basic Christian com m unities"— families 
grouped in to  cells w ith  elected leaders 
representing their interests on  various 
problem -solving com m ittees, including

livelihood, health, education, culture, 
spirituality, sport, and housing.

Some com m unity  factions opposed the 
w ork. Fr. Ben received death  th reats. Once, 
a  grenade w as hurled  onto  the roof of his 
living quarters. It d idn 't explode, no r did it 
deter him . He dismisses the incident as a 
nuisance "on equal term s w ith  the flies."
His parents rem em ber Ben's perseverance:
"I cannot ru n  aw ay  from  problem s," he 
told them .

Smokey M ountain changed Fr. Ben. "I 
learned th a t God is speaking through the 
poor," he says. "We should not think th a t only 
theologians understand the Bible. We have not 
listened to the poor. Just because they are 
unlettered does not m ean th a t the tru ths of 
the Bible cannot be revealed to  them."

Fr. Ben discovered during his two 
decades of urban ministry: “You should 
not come to the poor to save them, but 
to save yourself.”

Fr. Ben implem ented Bible sharing, in 
w hich com m unity  m em bers read and dis
cuss Scripture, em powering them  to  take a 
m ore active role in their faith  w ithou t cues 
from  clergy—a break w ith  trad ition  in this 
predom inantly  Catholic country. "Even in 
o u r absence, people can ta lk  abou t problems 
and settle issues," says Fr. Jerom e M arquez, 
w ho joined the Smokey M ountain  staff in 
1995. "It m akes the Bible the key to  com m u
n ity  organizing, sustenance, and grow th."

As funding cam e in  from  the  Philippine 

and  U.S. governm ents, private donors, and  
relief agencies (World Vision supported  
leadership training), the  com m unity  

launched education p rogram s and bu ilt a 
w ater system , a  m ulti-purpose  center, and  
paved w alkw ays betw een people's hom es 
and  the dum p. Such changes had  g reat 
im pact on residents such as Christine



Calisterio, w h o  used to  be shunned  a t  the 

m ark e t because she smelled afte r trudg ing  

th ro u g h  m u d d y  garbage. Families also 

m oved fro m  th e ir sq u a tte r  shacks in to  

te m p o ra ry  housing , an d  soon w ill live in  

a ttrac tive  p e rm an en t ap artm en ts . "I only  

s ta rted  to  believe in  m iracles w hen  I cam e 

here," says Fr. Jerom e.

Missionaries to the Asphalt J ungle

The Society of the Divine W ord sem 

in ary  in  Tagaytay, a  th ree-hour drive from  

M anila, offers a  glimpse in to  the o ther side of 

Fr. Ben's life—contem plation, regeneration. 

The quiet sem inary, surrounded  by  lush  

b anana  and  coffee p lan ts and  colorful 

bougainvillea, provides the perfect setting.

Fr. Ben teaches here tw o  days a  week, prepar

ing young  sem inarians for u rb an  m inistry. 

"You have to  read  and  keep up  w ith  theorists, 

o therw ise y o u  ru n  o u t of ideas," he explains.

Part of Fr. Ben's effectiveness in  the 

classroom  is th a t  he lives w h a t he teaches, 

says Fr. Jerom e, a  fo rm er student. "[The 

w ork] becomes v e ry  concrete w hen  y o u  see 

it in  action."

"A new  h u m an ity  is being bo rn  in  the 

city, an d  th a t 's  w h y  m issionaries should  go 

there," insists Fr. Ben. "Our rom anticism  

tells u s w e should  go to  places like New 

Guinea. But the  decisions influencing the 

lives o f hundreds of m illions are n o t m ade in 

the villages, b u t  in  the  asphalt jungle."

Recently he p resen ted  a  m ulti-m ed ia  

sym posium  o n  "The C hurch  in  the  City," 

in troduc ing  sem inarians to  global u rb a n 

iza tion  trends an d  th e  com plex needs o f the  

u rb a n  poor, ending w ith  a  challenge to  the 

c h u rch  to  respond. The in fo rm atio n  over

w helm ed  m a n y  o f the  y o u n g  m en  from  

ru ra l  regions. But in  the  open fo rum , one 
s tu d en t com m ented, "Hope fo r the  city  is in  

o u r  hands. We are  the  church . But before 

w e can  change the  w orld , w e m u st change 

ourselves."

Such is the task of those w ho will follow in 

Fr. Ben's footsteps. At 51, he is ready to leave 
Smokey M ountain in the capable hands of 

com m unity leaders. At the year's end he will 
travel to  the United States to  set up  an  urban 

m inistry training program  w ith  missiologist 

Ray Bakke. There are, after all, m any  Smokey 

M ountains in the world needing the "new 

heavens and new  earth" promises of Isaiah 65.

"W hat w e have reaped here is all 
because a m an  had  a vision," says Fr. 

Jerom e. "It's like Jesus ' vision for every

body—the kingdom  of God." ■

End o f an era: Despite his popularity in 
Smokey Mountain, Fr. Ben worked 
himself out of his job by equipping the peo
ple to continue the community’s develop
ment. “They know what should be done,” he 

Y  says. “They know hundreds of things.”
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SIERRA LEONE: REBUILDING LIVES

Farm ers in Sierra Leone are pleading for 
seeds to  rep lan t their fields after seven 
years of sporadic civil war.

Sierra Leoneons rejoiced this spring w hen 
democratically-elected President Alhaji A hm ad 
Tijan Kabbah, w ho  w as deposed in  a  m ilitary  
coup in M ay 1997, retu rned  to  pow er after the 
illegal ju n ta  w as ousted.

However, villagers emerged from  hiding only 
to  find their hom es emptied or burned  to  the 
ground. Even their handm ade hoes w ere gone; 
their seed stock stolen or eaten by  retreating 
"junta boys"—rebels as young as 10. Health 
services are alm ost non-existent and the public 
education system  has collapsed; all schools have 
been closed since the 1997 coup. W idespread 
neglect of w ater and sanitation facilities has 
caused ram p an t disease. Families are surviving 
on yam s and other bush  food.

W orld Vision plans to  provide farm ers w ith  
seeds and tools, enabling them  to  grow  food for 
their families. "I know  th a t  I am  doing God's 
w ork , try ing  to  help people get back on  their 
feet," says W orld Vision w orker Abu Yarmah.

A With seeds, tools, and technical advice from Worll 
Vision, farmers like Baindu Williams will be able tc 
grow enough rice to feed her three sons.

1

ASIA: ECONOMIC CRISIS 
HITS THE POOR

The poor in  Asia's neediest countries are 
shouldering the long-term  im pact of 
the region's financial crisis: job  losses, 
food price hikes, and social service cuts. World 

Vision staff expect the crisis to  exacerbate 
social and economic problem s, including the 
expulsion of m igrants to  preserve local jobs, 
higher interest rates, and increased prostitu tion  
and  narcotics use.

Korea, one of the wealthier, m ore stable 
countries, has also been affected. The local cur-

I

rency lost half its value. Korean governm ent 
funding for World Vision's 13 com m unity  devel
opm ent centers has been cu t by  10 percent. Oh 
Jae Shik, director of World Vision Korea, is con
cerned about the im pact rising fuel oil costs will 
have on the 76 orphanages World Vision assists. || 

Despite budget constrain ts, W orld Vision 
Korea plans to  provide counseling and  job  
placem ent assistance to  the surge of new ly 
unem ployed. W orld Vision has nearly  30,000 
supporters in  Korea, including 15,000 child 
sponsors.
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Reported by KAREN HOMER, MARGARET JEPHSON, and SHERYL WAI

SIERRA LEONE: I

Farm ers in Sierra Leone are pie 
seeds to  rep lan t their fields aft 
years o f sporadic civil war.

Sierra Leoneons rejoiced this sprin 
democratically-elected President Alhe 
Tijan Kabbah, w ho w as deposed in a 
coup in M ay 1997, retu rned  to  powi 
illegal ju n ta  w as ousted.

However, villagers emerged from  1 
to  find their hom es emptied or burne 
ground. Even their handm ade hoes \ 
their seed stock stolen or eaten by  ret 
"jun ta boys"—rebels as young  as 10. 
services are alm ost non-existent and 
education system  has collapsed; all s< 
been closed since the 1997 coup. Wit 
neglect of w ater and  sanitation facilil 

caused ram p an t disease. Families are 
on  yam s and o ther bush  food.

ASIA: ECONOMI 
HITS THE POOR

The poor in  Asia's neediest cour 
shouldering the long-term  imj 
the region's financial crisis: jol 
food price hikes, and social service cu 

Vision staff expect the crisis to  exacer 
social and economic problem s, indue 
expulsion of m igrants to  preserve loc 
higher interest rates, and increased p 
and narcotics use.

Korea, one of the wealthier, more 
countries, has also been affected. The

How can you  
contribute to  

a legacy of 
leadership?

C hristian witness programs provide 
opportunities for people to open up to 
the love of God and discover his plan for 
their lives.
C hristian training, including pastors' 
conferences, Bible studies, and Christian 
youth camps, nurtures people's response 
to God's call to leadership.

The Sudan Relief 
program pro
motes health 
care for families 
and children, 
anticipating 
a day when 
peace will allow 
Sudanese fami
lies to support 
themselves.

The Maasai People's Project focuses on 
agriculture, water, education, sanitation, 
housing, and 
spiritual needs 
for 23,000 
Maasai in Kenya.

A World Vision nurse 
assesses this child's level 
of malnutrition: "If he does 
not eat he will not develop 
properly and could even die."

19.1 W nrlH  Vrcirvn TftHAY



A SPECIAL OFFER FOR YOU 
AND DREAMS OF HOPE 
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SIERRA LEONE: ]

Farm ers in  Sierra Leone are pli 
seeds to  rep lan t their fields afi 
years of sporadic civil war.

Sierra Leoneons rejoiced this sprin 
democratically-elected President Alh 
Tijan Kabbah, w ho  w as deposed in  a 
coup in M ay 1997, retu rned  to  pow 
illegal ju n ta  w as ousted.

However, villagers emerged f ro m ' 
to  find their hom es emptied or burn< 
ground. Even their handm ade hoes 
their seed stock stolen or eaten by  re 
" junta boys"—rebels as young  as 10 
services are alm ost non-existent and 
education system  has collapsed; all s 
been closed since the 1997 coup. Wi 
neglect of w ater and san itation  facili 
caused ram p an t disease. Families are 
on  yam s and o ther bush  food.

ASIA: ECONOM1 
HITS THE POOR

The poor in Asia's neediest com 
shouldering the long-term  im 
the region's financial crisis: jo 
food price hikes, and  social service ci 

Vision staff expect the crisis to  exace 
social and  economic problem s, inclm 
expulsion o f m igrants to  preserve lot 
higher interest rates, and increased p 
and  narcotics use.

Korea, one of the wealthier, m or 
countries, has also been affected. Th<
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World Vision nurse Dorothy Scheffel 
examines a Somali patient. Please see 
story on page 20 of this issue.
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A SPECIAL OFFER FOR YOU 
AND DREAMS OF HOPE 

FOR A CHILD
________________________________ I  41 9 9 7  

Annual 
Report
World Vision's 
life-changing, 
Christ-centered 
ministry is only 
possible through 

dedicated donors, caring staff, and 
sourageous community members. 
Thanks to them, the number of World 
/ision projects last year grew to 4,408, 
boosting the number of beneficiaries to 
50,105,512.

To request a copy of World Vision’s 
Innual Report, which includes informa- 
[ion and figures on the lives touched 
prough new and continuing programs, 
lall (800) 777-5777. You can also look 
f up on our website at www.worldvision 
iprg/worldvision/comms.nsf/stable/ar.

IV Different 
kind of 
Courage
Jim  Horsley, World 
J'is io n ’s director 

[f development, is 
& decorated Navy 
[ombat pilot who

Iew with the Blue 
ngels, the elite 
light demonstration team. His career 

vas filled with adventure, applause, 
ind glory. But none of it mattered when 
his life began to unravel. A Different 
kind of Courage (Word Publishing) is 
he engaging account of one man’s 
struggle to move beyond the masked 
pain of a forged public image in his 
search for significance. This one-of-a- 
kind story speaks to anyone who has 
pver stood at life’s crossroads and 
psked, “What’s next?” Horsley’s book 
Is available in Christian bookstores.

As a W orld Vision friend and five-time 
Grammy award winner Larnell Harris 
knows about the needs o f suffering 
children-and how compassionate 
people like you are helping to save 
them  from lives o f hunger, poverty 
and despair.

And now-as a special thank you when 
you send a gift o f  $25 or more to 
help children in need—World 
Vision is offering you Larnell 
Harris’ latest recording,
“First Love”.

Your gift will help provide 
things like clean water, 
nutritious food, health care 
and clothing to children and ' 
families in need. And you will 
help bring about long-term 
change as W orld Vision helps 
communities find lasting solutions.

And each time you listen to the 
inspirational songs from “First Love 
you can be assured that your 
generosity provided a hurting child 
not only with things like food and 
clothing... but with dreams of hope 
and a chance for a better life.

Nam e

yes, I ’d like  t o
HELP CHILDREN IN NEED,

...AND RECEIVE LARNELL HARRIS’
LATEST RECORDING, “FIRST LOVE”

P l e a s e  u s e  m y g i f t  o f  $ 2 5  □  O t h e r  $ ______
TO H ELP SUFFERING CHILDREN, waoo,

I p r e f e r  a  □  CD «»> □  C a s s e t t e  «k»
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j World in * Moses in
Moses Sinet Pulei, a former World Vision sponsored child from, Kenya, grew up 
a Maasai in a home made of cow dung and sticks. But he entered a strange, 
new wilderness when he ventured to the United States to gojo W hitwprth College— 
in Spokane, Wash., five years ago. Now attending graduateschpol a t San Francisco 
Theological Seminary, Moses tells in his own words how he nepafrielf^mbyQfp 
two worlds."

I s tarted  school late because m y  dad 
d idn 't th ink  a M aasai needed an  edu
cation—"white m an 's  m agic." He 
asked w hether it w as possible to  be an  

educated M aasai, to  hold a spear and  knife 
in  one hand  and books in  the other. He 
didn't see how  those tw o  things go together. 
That created some tension because m y  m om  
really w anted me to  go to  school. I did not 
go until age 8 o r 9, and I worked hard  to  
catch up.

The p rim ary  school w as close by, b u t 
high school w as 14 miles away. I ran  or 
walked barefoot 28 miles a  day. To keep m y  
uniform  clean I w ould  carry  it in  m y  book 
bag and w ear m y  regular clothing w hile I 
ran . Near school there w as a  farm , so I 
w ould  go to  the cattle tro u g h  and w ash  up  
and p u t on the un ifo rm  to  w alk  in to  class.

The governm ent provides free prim ary  
education, b u t you  have to  buy  yo u r ow n 
books and  m aterials. Probably by  American 
standards it is no t expensive, about $40 or 
$50 per term . For a  Kenyan family, th a t is a 
m on th 's  salary. We could afford food to  su r
vive, b u t w ithou t World Vision intervening,

I w ould no t have been able to  go to  school 
and neither w ould m y  three brothers.

It w as like n igh t and  day, w h a t life 
becam e after sponsorship. I got m y  u n i
fo rm  and  th ings I needed for school. Before,

if I got sick I w ould  go to  a gbvenfm ent 
hospital and w ait in  a long line. Sometimes 

they  did no t have the medicine and  t h b y j ^ '  
w ould  give me a  slip to  go b u y  it. I could 
n o t do th a t. After getting  sponsored, I gave 
the slip to  the W orld Vision person and  she 
b ro u g h t m e medicine. W orld Vision also 
started  a  tree p lan ting  project in  m y  com 
m unity , because people w ere desperate and 
cu t dow n trees to  b u rn  in to  charcoal to  sell. 
W orld Vision talked w ith  people abou t the 
im portance of the environm ent.

At first I th o u g h t W orld Vision w as ju s t  
some people connected to  the church  w ho  
w en t from  hom e to  hom e talk ing to  people. 
I w as skeptical. As tim e passed, I go t to  
know  W orld Vision people w ho  really  cared 
abou t me. They did no t t ry  to  force m e into 
w h a t they  believed.

M aasai p ray  to  Enkai, the  creator of 
everything. Enkai is the  sam e w ord  w e use 
to  describe the skies—so big th ey  are 
beyond description—th a t is o u r god. At 
first, C hristianity  did n o t m ake sense to  us, 
th a t there is one God b u t there are  three 
pa rts  to  him .

I became a  Christian a t a W orld Vision- 
sponsored y o u th  cam p in m y  senior year of 
high school. M y grandfather had died tw o 
years before, and I w as devastated. I tried to  
be strong, b u t I still felt em ptiness. At this 
camp, w hen  they  talked abou t Christianity,
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M y m o m  bee 
died-L istyear,

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
Story by  MOSES SINET PULEI

different Wil
sjin

Kenya

Man on cam pus: IVIoses at Whitworth College, now more 
at ease with American custom s and academ ic life.

it seem ed th a t  it absorbed all those th ings 

blessed are  those w h o  a r t  m o u rn in g  

because th ey  w ill be happy. I s ta rted  con 

necting m y  Own experiences w ith  w h a t 

w as being tau g h t.
M y dad th o u g h t it w as a  passing  cloud. 

Even tually  m y  p a ren ts  cam e to  accept it. ^

V

m e a  C hristian  w hen  m y  dad 

th ro u g h  C hristian  friends 

wHe-Xn^ited her.
W hen  I w as still a  n ew  Christian, I w as 

to ld  ab o u t a m issionary, Dr. Fred Strang, 

ym o  w as learning the M aasai language 

and  could help answ er m y  questions. We 
becam e great friends. Then I s ta rted  w o rk 
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ing w ith  ano ther m issionary, Tim Fairman, 
w ith  Young Life w ho  m inistered to  street 
kids in Nairobi. Both Tim and Fred said, 
"There is a lot of potential in you. It w ould 
be great if you  could get a college educa
tion." Tim's daughter w ent to  W hitw orth , 
and she talked very  highly of it. The 
Fairm ans w orked w ith  a  few  churches to  
get me some scholarships. T hat is how  I 
ended up  in  Spokane.

M y first im pression of the United 
States: People move too  fast. You w ould 
th ink  they  are late to  catch a  tra in . In 
Africa, there is no hu rry . Everything here 
w as different—food, driving on  the w rong  
side of the road.

In m y  freshm an year a t W hitw orth , I 
w as the  cu ltu ral diversity advocate, m edi
ating  com m unication betw een different 
cultures on  cam pus. I w as also a  dorm  resi
dent assistant, and  senior year I w as s tu 
dent body president.

I w as also a teaching 
assistant in several classes.
The m ore I am  exposed to  
teaching, the m ore I feel it is 
God's plan for me. One of m y 
goals is to  understand how  to 
com m unicate theology in 
other cultures. How do you  
explore the idea of culture 
and Christian faith w ith  the 
M aasai and help people feel 
th a t it's their ow n faith?

I go back to  Kenya every 
sum m er, leading m issions 
trips and  s tu d y  groups. I 
appreciate the b eau ty  of m y 
hom eland now. There are

Z0
some th ings in  m y  cu ltu re  f

1
th a t  I w a n t to  hold on  to, g
and  there are som e th ings g

n3V)
Z
X
o

th a t I feel I have to  let go to  be w ho  I am .
I'm  living proof th a t  sponsorship 

w orks. I 'm  ju s t one of m any. I know  people 
w ho  have done som ething w ith  their lives 
because someone sponsored them —teach
ers in  Kenya, a friend in  medical school 
w ho is going to  be a  surgeon. W hen you  
sponsor a child, you  invest in  someone. I 
th ink  th a t 's  w h a t Christian faith  is all 
about; Christ invested in  his disciples. You 
create hope, a sense of dignity. You bring 
the whole love o f Christ to  the child. ■

Vibrant culture: Moses says that if he hadn’t 
gone to school, he would be living much like 
these Maasai 
villagers. “But 
we say that a 
zebra never leaves 
its stripes, so I 
guess I’m always 
going to be a 
Maasai.”



TH E M A N Y COLORS A N D  PATTERNS OF COD'S WORLD

YO U R TU RN
In some places in Africa, children play the sanku, a musical instrument similar to a harp, 
but with only one string. With the help of an adult, you can make your own sanku.

World Vision TODAY 117

YOU W ILL NEED:

Knife; scissors; 12-inch  th in  string ; 2 6 - 

inch bendable stick; co n stru c tio n  paper; 

p a in ts  an d  b ru sh , crayons, o r m arkers; 

m atchstick  o r too thp ick ; large em p ty  

p lastic bo ttle  w ith  flat bo tto m ; clear tape.

C ut the  plastic  bo ttle  in  h a lf  

a b o u t five inches fro m  th e  base. 

Use the  b o tto m  h a lf  o f the  b o t

tle an d  c u t a  sm all hole in

the  center o f the  base. M ake

Strum m ing in Sudan: Wisdom 
Sabit plays hymns on his 
adungo, which is like a sanku.

tw o  holes opposite each o ther a t  the  b rim  

(big enough  for the stick to  fit th rough).

^  Turn the  bottle  upside dow n  so the  bo ttom  

is facing up. Cover the  sides of the  bottle 
w ith  construc tion  paper and  clear tape.

W here the  construction  paper cov

ers the  holes, cu t a  s ta r  shape 

and  th en  p u sh  the  construction  

paper flaps in to  the holes in  the 

bottle. Decorate the  construction  

paper w ith  pain ts, m arkers, o r  stickers.

Push  th e  stick th ro u g h  the  tw o  holes in  the 

sides o f the  bottle. Tie one end of the  string  
a ro u n d  the m atchstick  or 

too thp ick  and  th read  the 

m atch  th ro u g h  the  sm all hole in 

the  base of the  bottle. Pull the string  

tigh t. Fasten the o ther end o f the  string  to  

th e  stick as show n.
TO PLAY:

Hold the  in s tru m e n t and  pluck the  string. Different tensions 

on  the  string  produce different sounds. You could use a 

sm all piece o f w ood as a bow. Have fun!

Instructions for making a sanku instrument are adapted 
from "Some Crafty Things To Do," a collection of craft ideas 
for children and teachers published by Oxfam United 
Kingdom and Ireland and are reproduced with permission 
of Oxfam Publishing.

ILLUSTRATIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENT BY DIANA MOORE



Story and Photography by LAURA WHITE

Love in An]
Foreign language Teacher of the Year David R. Williams imparts 
more than vocabulary and grammar in his Maryland classroom.
Through the World Vision Club, he helps his students take an active u
role in caring for children in the developing world.

cultures. W orld Vision Club m em bers 
sponsor a  child in India, Indonesia, and 
Bolivia w ith  m oney they  raise th ro u g h  
creative activities—-jellybean-counting 
contests, singing b irthday  gram s, faculty  
volleyball games, and  m usical concerts. 
Club m em bers also get together to  discuss 
global issues over p izza and  popcorn.

Students form  relationships w ith  the 
children overseas; letters and birthday 
banners strengthen the link. The sponsored 
children's responses and photos are prom i
nently posted for the entire school to  see.

"We m ay  th ink  th a t  we need m ore th an  
we have. But to  kids in  need, we have the 
entire world," says club m em ber Kendall 
W yman, 14.

In  a room  festooned w ith  colorful flags 
and pinatas, a g roup of teenagers move 
in unison, their wild gestures accom
panied by  French phrases and laughter. 

This isn 't a new  form  of the M acarena line 
dance. It's "Simon Says" in  French class a t 
D um barton Middle School in  Baltimore,
Md. Leading the game, his coattails flapping 
like a  sym phony conductor's, is French and

Spanish teacher 

David Williams.

Have a heart: Dumbarton student 
Alyssa Stokes, 12, participates in a 
Valentine’s Day fund-raiser for the 
World Vision Club.

hands, feet, 
body, mind, 
spirit, soul," 

he explains. 
David's creative 
teaching has 
been well-

"I try  to  use 
m ulti-sensory 
activities to  
get students 
involved—

recognized th roughou t his career, m ost 
recently by  the 1996 nationw ide Teacher 
of the Year honor in the foreign language 

category, aw arded by  the Am erican Teachers 
Association, Walt Disney Co., and McDonalds.

David strives to  help his students develop 
compassion. In 1988 he started  the World 
Vision Club to  involve students in  child 
sponsorship and teach them  about other

David’s  guarantee: “When you help others, it comes baq 
he tells students. “You may not know their names or facej 

V but it comes back.”
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anguage Leaving the  World in

D ress code: “I wear a shirt and tie in the classroom to let the 
children know this is a business. I have a product to sell; it’s 
education. I’m going to do everything I can to get you to buy 
my product.”

David also initiated  a  m en to r p rog ram  

th a t  pairs foreign studen ts w ith  A m erican 

peers to  help th em  gain  fam iliarity  w ith  
D um barton . David him self know s w h a t it's  

like to  feel "foreign" in  a  classroom . He 

sta rted  school du ring  desegregation in  the

late 1950s, and  w as the only African- 

A m erican in  his first grade class. Each 

m orn ing  a  20 -m inu te  bus ride took  him  

from  his small, ru ra l, African-American 

com m unity  in to  a p redom inantly  w hite 
area  of Baltim ore county. The first few 

m on ths w ere traum atic . He frequently  

m ade tearfu l phone calls to  his m other w ho  
w orked  as a m aid nearby.

T hen David's first grade teacher took 

h im  under her w ing. "She gave m e the 

o p p o rtu n ity  to  take charge and  lead," he 

says. 'All o f a  sudden I w as approved of 

because I had  proven w ho  I w as and w h a t 

I could accom plish. M y teacher let everyone 

k now  I w as special. She m ade it clear I w as 

a  p a rt  of her classroom ."

T hat teacher inspired young  David 

to w ard  a  career in  education. On Saturdays, 

he set u p  a  classroom  w ith  cardboard  boxes 

and  played school w ith  his friends. "I w as 

alw ays the  teacher," he laughs.

In h igh school, David's Spanish teacher 

so im pressed h im  w ith  her fluency th a t 

he w as determ ined to  m aster the language. 

Two Fulbright scholarships to  Latin America 

and  M ary land 's Advanced Professional 

Certification in  secondary education 
equipped h im  w ith  significant language and 

teaching skills. Now m ost o f his students 

affectionately call h im  "Seiior."
"I t ry  to  model a Christian life," David 

explains. "The W orld Vision Club creates an  
oppo rtu n ity  for kids to  see a  different side 

of m e o ther th a n  instruction . They see w h a t 

m y  values are—th a t I care abou t people, 

children, the  less fo rtunate ."  ■
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Life Without Brake
Oregon native Dorothy Scheffel has served as a World Vision nurse 
in several African countries wracked with turmoil and danger. She 
doesn't consider herself a heroine, but rather "one of the lucky ones 
who gets to see the people World Vision helps."

After four years of caring for 
famine victims, vaccinating chil
dren in w ar zones, and dodging 
.armed attacks, crisis situations 

are D orothy Scheffel's unintended specialty.
Dorothy served from  1993 to  1996 as a 

World Vision health coordinator in Sudan, a 
coun try  suffering from  a 15-year civil w ar 
between the Arabic governm ent based in  the 
northern  city of K hartoum  and the black 
African rebels of the south. M ore th an  1.5 
million people have been killed since the w ar 
began. Dorothy, w ho m anaged tw o  health 
program s and eight staff in  rem ote Tonj and 
Yambio counties, helped evacuate staff four 
times due to  impending attacks, and su r
vived the torching of a village where World 
Vision worked.

"Sudan has nothing, nothing, nothing," 
D orothy reports. W ar has destroyed the 
coun try 's  economy, com m unications, and 
health  services. Few schools and only three 
hospitals rem ain. "There's no w ay  of people 
getting help except for w h a t relief agencies 
bring in."

D orothy accompanied im m unization 
team s to  a  different site each day, traveling 
by  utility  vehicle over bum py  roads and 
rickety bridges, sometimes w ith  the brakes 
disconnected as rough roads w ore o u t the 
brake pads every 48 hours. "You crash into 
trees occasionally," D orothy quips.

Mobile team s cover 35 clinics per 
m onth , providing inoculations against 
measles, polio, diphtheria, w hooping cough, 
tetanus, and tuberculosis. After World 
Vision came to  the area in  1993, im m uniza
tion rates for children in  Yambio rose from  
zero to  63 percent in the first tw o  years. In 
Tonj, the rate of full-course im m unizations 
increased to  five percent—a huge accom
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plishm ent given th a t  these nom adic people 

lacked health  care fo r 12 years before W orld 
Vision arrived.

The sa tisfac tion  o f im proved  coverage, 

how ever, d id n 't com pare w ith  D o ro th y 's  

delight a t  seeing a  m o th e r arrive  a t  a  hea lth  

clinic w ith  a  b ab y  o n  he r back  an d  several 

o th er children in  tow , hav ing  w alked  six 

m iles in  he r d e te rm in a tio n  to  have her 

fam ily  im m unized . W orld V ision provided 

fa rm ers  w ith  seeds an d  ag ricu ltu ra l tra in 

ing  th a t  resu lted  in  a  bo u n tifu l harvest.

By 1996, D oro thy  fo u n d  th a t  on ly  a  few  

children cam e to  the  clinics m alnourished .

Prior to  jo in ing  the  Sudan  team ,

D oro thy  devoted a  year 

as a  W orld Vision nurse  

in  Som alia during  the 

East A frican co u n try 's  

1992 anarchy  and 

fam ine. Before th a t, she 

volunteered for six 

years as a  nu rse  w ith  

the  evangelical o rgani

za tion  Youth W ith  A  

M ission in  Kenya and  

U ganda.
W orking in  w a r 

zones deepened 

D oro thy 's  spiritual

<
Personal touch:
Dorothy examines 
a Somali patient.
Several months earlier, 
she treated shrapnel 
wounds he suffered 
while defending World 
Vision’s supplies from 
looters.

insight. "I probably  u nders tand  the  heart 

o f God a  lo t be tter now," she explains. "I 

th in k  he h u r ts  w hen  he sees s itua tions like 
Sudan."

W hile recognizing God's compassion, 

D orothy struggles w ith  God's justice. "W hy 

w as I b o rn  in  America w ith  all the abun 

dance w e have w hen  these people were bo rn  

in  sou thern  Sudan w ith  nothing? People 

w h o  have a lot—I th ink  God expects m ore 

from  us somehow," she reflects. "It's n o t as 

if I owe God som ething, b u t it's  a  Christian 

responsibility to  be involved in  situations 

like this w hen  w e can help suffering people."

D oro thy 's  assignm ent in  Sudan ended in 

late 1996, w hen  she m oved to  World 

Vision's office in  W ashington, D.C. Draw ing 

u p o n  the m anagem ent skills she gained in  

Africa and  her knowledge of W orld Vision's 

w o rk  in  the field, she recruits new  staff to  

w o rk  in  far-flung places. ■

PLEASE pray 
for the crisis in 
Bahr el Ghazal 
province, southern 
Sudan:

• For the estimated
500,000 people— 

especially malnourished children—facing 
starvation due to displacement, fighting, and 
drought.
• For World Vision staff working in difficult 

conditions to provide emergency food, medical 
care, seeds, and survival kits.

• For a peaceful end to the conflict between the 
Sudanese Army and the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army.

PRAY with thankfulness that the government of 
Sudan lifted a ban on relief flights, allowing aid 
to reach the suffering victims.

t t T T T t

t t t t t t

World Vision TODAY | 21



Leaving the  World in

I Leave You A Story

A ll of us a t World Vision should be 
charged w ith  the task  of keeping 
stories. They represent ou r tribal 
memories. They rem ind us of 

difficulties overcome, hope emerging o u t of 
despair, challenges met, and opportunities 
grasped. Stories track w hat we believe to  be 
im portant. As I leave World Vision, then, it is 
only fitting th a t m y parting thoughts center 
on a  story.

In the early 1990s I visited an  o rphan 
age outside the city of Cluj-Napoca, 
Romania. Som ething w as w rong, terribly 
w rong. Every child in  the orphanage w as 
less th an  God intended. Each w as in  some 
state o f despair. The orphanage w as hom e 
to the deaf, the blind, the m entally  retarded, 
the physically disabled. I w as greeted by 
Agafite, a  9-year-old boy w ithou t an  arm . 
Laurentiu, 10 years old, had only stum ps 
for legs. There w as a lad on  a skateboard 
w ith  no legs a t  all, pushing h im self close to  
us. He began to  m assage m y friend's calves, 
as if to  say  "W hy did you  get to  be bo rn  
whole and n o t me?"

The com m on denominator, the hum an  
tie th a t bound each of these kids, w as th a t 
each w as a product of a  failed abortion. 
Someone had tried to  destroy life in the 
w om b. The w eaponry w as arranged against 
them , and they became veterans of foreign 
w ars before they  were born. But they w on 
th a t war! They were born  anyw ay. They are 
alive—b u t perm anently  scarred; mentally, 
physically, or both.

A nother young m an  came up  to  me and 

asked in perfect English, "Do you  love

Jesus?" M y first thought w as cynical: "This 
is a scam, part of a  setup. An emotional 
'come on ' to  milk the fat cats from  the West."

It w as certainly no scam. The director of 
the orphanage w as a Christian. He taugh t 
his charges a little English, and a  lot about 
Jesus. We experienced love, hope, and am az
ing grace as we toured the orphanage, seeing 
various Bible stories unfold in  pictures and 
w ords in  each decorated room. The orphan
age w as a  beam  of hope in the despair th a t 
w as Romania's child-care program  a t the 
s tart of the decade.

And the hope w as highly  personal. I 
have been a  Christian all m y  life, b u t  I can 't 
rem em ber anyone ever asking m e this 
question before, "Do y o u  love Jesus?" I've 
debated theology to  the poin t of anger and 
broken relations, w atched  m y  church  split 
over denom inational issues, and  w itnessed 
o ther denom inational fights th a t  sapped 
energy, eroded Christian credibility, and 
destroyed an y  hope o f the pow er and  the 
prom ise o f a  unified body of Christ. Never 
before, however, has an y  Christian asked 
m e this m ost p rofound question of o u r 
tim e, o r any  tim e—"Do y o u  love Jesus?" 
The Lord used a  little o rphan  kid w ho  
a lm ost w a sn 't  bo rn  to  challenge me w ith  
the m ost im p o rtan t th ing  in  life: re tu rn ing  
love to  one w ho  first loved us.

World Vision exists to  tell a story. It's the 
Jesus story, a  sto ry  of unconditional love, of 
grace m ore abundant, of hope m ade tangible 
th rough  his resurrection and sustainable by 
the promise of a second coming. There is no 
better story. This is the story  we react to 
w hen we consider ou r love for Jesus.
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fPRESID EN T’S WATCH 
ROBERT A. SEIP LE

At the  end o f the  day, w e have only one 

standard  of accountability. As w e complete 

o u r  business, as w e em ploy best practices in 

relief and  development, and  as w e consum 

m ate  o u r fund-raising relationships, w e need 

to  ask: "Did w e m ove people in  the direction 

of the  kingdom , a  kingdom  synonym ous 

w ith  its king, o u r Lord and  Savior, Jesus 

Christ? Did the Good News of the Gospel 

emerge o u t o f o u r  w ork? Has th a t  Gospel 

become m ore attractive because of the pu rity  

o f m otive in  presenting it th ro u g h  ou r very  

lives?" Ultim ately, it's  a  very  simple ques

tion, "Do w e love Jesus?"

A few  years ago a  friend gave m e her 

personal m ission statem ent: "To know  Jesus 

better today  th a n  yesterday; to  be closer to  

Jesus to day  th a n  yesterday." N othing fancy 

o r complex, b u t  pragm atically  w orkable in  

the  very  depths o f o u r souls.

It also w o rk s  fo r o rgan izations. A long 

w ith  the  stories, I pass it on  to  all o f  you . 

T here 's no  b e tte r  advice. A nd there  is no  

b e tte r  story . ■
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A  H elping Hand: Bob Seiple steadies a 
toddler during his 1991 visit to an 
orphanage in Cluj-Napoca, Romania.
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expres
sion o f  dur belief in Jesus ] 
Christ. Paul explains in 
Galatians 5:6 th^t “all we I 
need is faith working 
through love.” That’s why^ 
I sponsor a child through! 
World Vision.

I visited my sponsored child, Helan, in Honduras 
and saw firsthand the power o f sponsorship. W ith 
$22 a month each from me and other sponsors, 
the people o f HelanV village benefit from improved • 
health and nutrition, educational opportunities, and 
community improvements. And they know that 
God loves them because o f our support.

Sponsor a child today by 
calling 1-800-777-5777  
or by mailing in the 
coupon below.

| I  m utt to skouras chlLC the, lovt- ofCjod! >
{ D  I prefer to sponsor a D  boy Ds girl
j living in □  Africa □  Asia □  Latin America □  Middle East □  Where the needs are greatest 
I D  Enclosed is my first monthly payment o f $22 to help a needy child and his or her community. 

□  Check (made payable to World Vision) D  Bill me later 
Bill my monthly sponsors^) payment to my credit card:

□  Visa □  MasterCard □  American Express D  Discover 
Card n o . -_____ -_____  . v Exp. Date_______

Signature_______________________________ •,
' P  Instead of, or in addition to, my sponsorship, I would like to give a gift 

o f $  to help children in need. (1700)

WORLD I VISION |
Name --------------------------------------  —   — Acting on Faith

Address------------------------------------------------------------- —L.------------   I  Child Sponsorship H
~  /c  P.O. Box 70104 IECr.pf City/otate/Zip  J    T a c o m a , WA 98481-0104

1 Phone (______ )_____________________   _______ . . A68TST


