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BY KAREN E. KLEIN 
A N D  STEPHEN A. SCAUZILLO

B r u n o  L o p e z  wonders how long his family will be able to stay on 
the small farm  that has been his home fo r  60 years on the out- 

| skirts o f  Tijuana, Mexico. His extended family o f  17 scrapes 
out a  living growing cilantro, onions, spinach, and corn on 

their small acreage.
But Lopez’ age-old pepper trees have begun to dry up and die. His 

crops are small and sometimes the harvest doesn’t come in at all. Three 
o f  his eight groundwater wells have dried up and five smell bad and look 
suspect.

The Lopez farm  lies in the shadow o f  a huge complex o f  internation
ally owned assembly plants called “Industrial City. ” A few years ago, a 
greasy-looking new stream appeared on Bruno Lopez’ land. It trickles 
from the factories directly across his property, sometimes running bright 
blue and sometimes dull green.

“My children are sick all the time. They never used to get sick, ” Lopez 
complains. Although the fam ily no longer drinks the ground water they 
relied on fo r  decades, they still use it to irrigate their crops, water their 
livestock, wash their clothes and dishes, and bathe in.

Lopez’ neighbor, 58-year-old Francisco Diaz Hernandez, is selling his 
ranchito and plans to leave. “Now that the factories are here, this is no



place fo r  a  fa rm ,” Hernandez says. He 
reaches into a water trough fo r  his cows. 
On the bottom, he dredges up solid brown 
sludge.

“This used to be clear. There was 
never anything on the bottom, ” he says.

He has asked government officials 
and a  television reporter i f  his water can 
be tested fo r  contamination, but so fa r  
nothing has been done. “Sometimes I  am  
afraid to stay here,"he says.

N"

( L  rAre ce n t environm ental su rvey  
asked  several U .S . e lem en tary  
sch o o l ch ild ren , “W h e re  do 
you th in k  all th e  trash  

g o es?” T h e  q uestion  e licited  a 
telling resp o n se  from  o ne second-grader, 
w ho w rote, ‘T o  co u n tries  lik e  M e x ic o .” 
U nfortunately, sh e  w as c lo se r  to th e  
m ark  than m any A m erican s realize.

W ith  landfill sp ace  b eco m in g  
scarcer, fe e s  fo r dum ping in creasin g , 
federal regu lation s tigh ten in g , and W est
e rn e rs  m o re  w ary  o f th e  h ea lth  d an gers 
o f trash  and toxin s, w aste sh ipm en t com 
p anies and m anu facturing  g ian ts are  
dum ping —  b oth  legally  and illegally  —  
our g arb ag e  on th e  T h ird  W orld.

W h eth er  th ey  build  facto ries  in b o r
d er tow ns like T iju a n a  (w here th e re  are  
few  environm en tal regu lation s and even  
few er re so u rce s  to en fo rce  th e m ), o r pay 
developing co u n trie s  to  a ccep t ship
m en ts o f to x ic  w aste, m u ch  o f th e  W est
e rn  w orld is  u sin g  th e  T h ird  W orld as a 
dum ping ground. E n viro nm en talists  call 
it “to x ic  te rro r .”

“In  th e  U .S . it [Third  W orld w aste 
shipping] really  is th e  sta tu s quo, and 
E u rop ean  co u n tries are  try in g  to expand 
on it,” says J im  V allette, co ord in ator o f 
th e  anti-w aste-trade cam p aign  fo r th e 
en vironm en tal group G reen p eace . T h e  
organization  e stim a tes  th a t d ea lers have 
shipped m o re  th an  5 m illion to n s o f 
w aste  to th e  developing w orld s in ce  
1986.

A m erican s a lo n e g e n era te  200  mil
lion to n s o f g arb ag e  annually. M o st co l
le c t it in trash  can s, put it out on th e  curb  
ev e ry  w eek , and fo rg et it.

B u t th e  k itch en  scrap s, food wrap
p ers , and ju n k  m ail don’t g o  away. 
H ou sehold  g a rb ag e  p iles up, along  with 
p o ison ou s ch em ica ls  and industrial 
w aste. W h e re  d o es it all go? In th e  past 
d ecad e, th e  U nited 
S ta tes  h as lo st 7 0  p er
ce n t o f its  d esign ated  
landfill cap acity  b e 
cau se  o f lack  o f sp ace  
and tig h ter  regu la
tion s on estab lish in g  
new  landfills. A long 
with that, a  “not-in- 
m y-backyard ” m en 

tality h as spread throu gh 
th e  country.

B u t th e  trash  h as to 
go  so m ew h ere, and th a t’s 
w h e r e  w a s t e  t r a d i n g  
co m es in. No on e se em s 
to ca re  w hen th e  dump is 
located  in so m eon e e lse ’s  
b a c k y a r d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
w hen th at yard  happ ens 
to b e  h alf a w orld away.

Dr. Edwin R. S qu iers, 
d irecto r o f th e  Randall 
C en ter fo r Environm ental 
S tu d ies at T ay lo r U n iversity  in Indiana, 
te lls  h is  C h ristian  co lleg e  stu d en ts th at 
attitude is  anti-B iblical. ‘W e  are  ch arg ed  
with loving our n eigh bo rs as we love our
se lves. I w ouldn’t p ut th is  g arb ag e  in m y 
own backyard , so how  can  I fo ist it  o ff  on 
so m eo n e  e lse?” a sk s  Sq u iers .

B u t th at’s  exactly  w hat is b e in g  
done. T h e  O rganization  o f E co n o m ic  
Cooperation and D evelop m ent estim ates 
th at in 1987, in ternation al w aste disposal 
w as a $20-billion-a-year bu sin ess. Instead  
o f paying up to $350  p er ton to d ispose of

o one seems 
to care 

when the dump 
is located in 

someone else’s 
backyard.

w aste in th e  United 
S ta tes, garb ag e com pa
n ies  p ack  and ship 
large am ounts o f refu se 
to developing coun
tries, paying th em  as 
little as $40  p er ton to 
accep t th e ir  cargo.

F ar-o ff p laces like 
G onaives, Haiti; Cato 
R idge, Sou th  A frica; 
K oko, N igeria, and 
B e iru t h ave b eco m e 
recep ta c les  for trash  

produced in th e  W estern  world. In  T iju a 
na, res id en ts  regu larly  co llec t w ater for 
w ashing and b ath in g  in larg e  m etal 
d ru m s th a t o n ce  contain ed  U .S.-m ade 
hazard ou s ch em ica ls.

F o r  m any developing coun tries, th e  
o ffer o f m illions o f d ollars is h ard  to tu rn  
down —  even  w hen hazardou s strin gs 
are  attach ed . O n e firm  o ffered  th e  sm all 
W est A frican co u n try  o f G u inea-B issau  
an annual in com e four tim es its  g ro ss  
n ational p rodu ct to d ispose o f 15 m illion 
to n s o f E u rop ean  to x ic  w aste. T h e

In Tijuana, 
Mexico many 

families use these 
barrels that 

once contained 
toxic chemicals 

to carry and 
store water 

fo r bathing and 
cooking.
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M u ch  o f th e  w aste  p rod u ct from  th e  
fa c to r ie s  en d s  up in th e  T iju a n a  River, 
w h ich  flow s th ro u g h  th e  city  o f  8 5 0 ,0 0 0  
p eop le in  a  c o n c r e te  ch a n n e l ch o k ed  
w ith  old tire s , ro ttin g  g a rb a g e , and p las
t ic  b ag s. T h e  w aste-treatm en t p lants 
b u ilt to  h an d le  th e  w aste  w ater are  fre 
q u en tly  in op erative , so  b e a c h e s  sou th  o f 
S a n  D ieg o  a re  o ften  c lo sed  due to co n 
tam in ation  from  th e  riv er’s  outflow.

In tern a tio n a l w aste  sh ipp in g  and 
th e  e x p o rt o f  p ollu tin g  in d u stries  tak e  
th e ir  to ll m ain ly  on  th e  p oo r pop u lations 
o f  th e  T h ird  W orld. T h e  lo s e rs  a re  th e  
eco n o m ica lly  and p olitically  p ow erless, 
p eop le lik e  B ru n o  Lop ez, w ho have th e  
m isfo rtu n e  to  live and d ie  in p la ces  lik e  
T iju a n a , P o rt-au -P rin ce , and B a n g k o k . 
“T h e y ’r e  n o t em p ow ered  to  m ak e  th e  
c h o ic e  (ab ou t w h eth er  to  a c c e p t w aste  
sh ip m e n ts). T h e y  m ay n o t b e  ab le  to 
read  and th e y  m ay b e  d e sp era te  fo r for
e ig n  c u rre n c y  so  th ey  can  b u y  fo od ,” 
sa y s  S q u iers .

L ast M a rch , an WipaJindaret 
ex p lo sio n  and fire  worries about the 
to re  th ro u g h  th e  health o f  her
K lo n g T o e y  p o rt com - young children 
p lex  and sh an tytow n  after the expla

in  B a n g k o k , w h ere  *'on°nd ^ . 5 *
.1 *. i i N o n e  Toey.’ The
th e  c ity ’s  p o o rest ^ e„ wYasvery 
slu m  d w ellers m ak e  bad. M y  youngest
th e ir  h o m e s  o u t o f  son couldn’t  stop
scra p  w ood and card - coughing the first
bo ard . T h e  m a k esh ift night. I was afraid

sh a c k s  lit up lik e  he mi* ht die~ 
m a tch b o x e s , k illin g  
five re s id e n ts  and tu rn in g  th e  en tire  
co m m u n ity  in to  b la ck e n e d  c in d e rs  in a 
m a tte r  o f  h ou rs. T h e  sp o n tan eo u s c h e m 
ical exp losio n  engu lfed  a larg e  pile o f o x i
dized p h o sp h o ro u s, w h ich  w as 
im p rop erly  sto red  out in th e  open . 
B e c a u s e  no re c o rd s  a re  kep t o f  haz
ard o u s w aste  sto red  at th e  p ort, no o n e  
kn o w s fo r  su re  h ow  th e  c h e m ic a ls  got 
th e re . M o re  th an  1 ,000  d estitu te  re s i
d en ts  o f  K lo n g  T o e y  w ere  treated  for 
so re  th ro a ts , re sp ira to ry  p ro b lem s, skin  
ra sh e s , n au sea , and v om itin g  in th e  days 
a fter th e  fire. E igh t died o f co m p lication s 
in th e  m on th  a fte r  th e  exp losio n .

Pattana C h o om b o n  M ai, a 9-year-old 
g irl w ho lived in K lon g  T o ey  with h er  
gran d m oth er, g ath ered  up h e r  18-month- 
old b ro th e r  w h en  sh e  h eard  th e  first 
b la sts  o f  th e  exp lo sio n . “I knew  we had 
to g et out o f  th e re  a s  q u ick ly  as we could 
b e c a u se  a lread y  so m e  o f th e  h o u ses  
w ere  b u rn in g , and th e re  w as a te rr ib le  
sm ell in th e  air. I co u ld n ’t b re a th e  v ery  
w ell," th e  g irl reca lls . ‘T h e n  a p ie ce  o f 
b u rn in g  m ateria l fell on my head. It 
b u rn ed  my h ead , and it hu rt so  badly. I 
tried  to b ru sh  it o ff, but I had to hold on 
to m y baby b ro th er . F inally  I got it off, 
but I w as in a g rea t deal o f p ain .”

A long with th e  h o m e le ssn e ss  and

6

C o n g o , th e  B a h a m a s , and G u yan a have 
e a ch  re ce iv e d  s im ila r o ffe rs  b u t h ave 
r e je c te d  th em .

T h e  p oo rly  reg u la ted  in tern a tio n a l 
co m p a n ies  th a t o p en  up a sse m b ly  p lan ts 
a lo n g  th e  U .S .-M e x ic o  b o rd e r  g e n e ra te  
h u n d red s  o f  th o u sa n d s o f  to n s  o f  haz
ard o u s w aste  e v e ry  year, re su ltin g  in 
co n tam in atio n  o f  su r fa c e  and grou n d  
w ater and a ir  and land re so u rc e s . B u t 
th e  M e x ic a n  g o v ern m e n t h a s  e n co u r
aged  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  fa c to rie s , 
ca lled  maquiladoras, b e c a u se  th ey  pro
v id e b ad ly  n e ed ed  jo b s  and a  shot-in-the- 
a rm  fo r  th e  M e x ica n  econom y.

E c o n o m ic s  p ro fe sso r  V ic to r  C astil
lo , w ho stu d ies th e  eco lo g y  o f  th e  b o rd e r  
a re a  in  th e  S a n  D ieg o -T iju an a  reg io n , 
e s tim a te s  th a t only  10 p e rce n t o f  th e  
m o re  th an  5 0 0  maquiladoras o p eratin g  
in  T iju a n a  h av e fully co m p lied  w ith envi
ro n m en ta l law s. F re q u e n t to x ic  sp ills  
p lag u e  th e  m o d ern  fa c to r ie s  th a t are  
b u ilt sm a c k  up ag a in st sad  colonias, 
d e n se ly  p ack ed  n e ig h b o rh o o d s w h ere  
w o rk e rs  and th e ir  fam ilies  live in sh a c k s  
w ith ou t ru n n in g  w ater o r  e lectricity .

th e  in itial illn e sses , m any q u estio n s 
rem ain  u n answ ered  ab ou t th e  long-term  
e ffe c ts  o f  th e  K lon g T o ey  tragedy. W ipa 
Jin d a re t w o rries  ab ou t th e  h ealth  o f  h e r  
y o u n g  ch ild ren . T h e  sm ell w as v ery  
bad , it w as d ifficult to b rea th e . M y 
yo u n g est son  w as only th re e  m o n th s old 
at th e  tim e. T h e  first n igh t, h e  co u ld n ’t 
stop  co u g h in g . I w as afraid h e  m igh t die. 
H e developed a rash  w hich  lasted  for 
th re e  d ays and h e  still c o u g h s frequ en t
ly," s h e  says.

In th e  g lo bal w aste  trad e, th e  m ost 
attractiv e  dum ping g ro u n d s a re  th e  
co u n tries  that a re  th e least industrialized 
and co n seq u en tly  have th e  few est 
re so u rc e s  with w hich  to properly treat 
and d isp o se  o f  garb ag e . In A ugust 1988, 
a  U .S . com p an y h ired  th e  carg o  ship  
K hian S e a  to  d isp o se  o f  14,M 0  to n s  ot 
m unicipal ash  from  Philadelphia. It 
u n su ccessfu lly  tried  to dum p th e  carg o  
on a B ah am ian  island and th en  began  to 
w an d er th e  C arib b ean , lo okin g  fo r a 
p lace  to unload.

T h e  K hian S e a  landed at th e  port o f 
G o n aiv es in H aiti in 1987, w h ere  it left 
about 4 ,0 0 0  to n s o f th e  a sh , lab eled  a s  
fertilizer, at a fo rm er sh ipp ing d o ck . 
B e fo re  it could  finish unloading, how ev
er, govern m en t o fficia ls ord ered  it to halt
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and it fled th e  p ort. T h e  
p o te n t ia l ly  d a n g e r o u s  
waste still sits on the beach.

O n e o f th e  la test 
w ays o f shipping to xic 
peril o verseas is to w rap it 
in a  n eat p ack ag e and 
label it “re cy c la b le ,” says 
Ja n  H uism an, o f  th e  Unit
ed N ations Intern ation al 
R eg istry  o f Potentially  
T o x ic  C h em ica ls. M o re  
than  6 0  p e rcen t o f  re c e n t w aste trade 
prop osals h e  h as review ed cla im  so m e 
recy clin g  angle.

“T h e  ex p o rt o f n on -ferrou s m etals 
to  A sia is  really m assiv e ,” h e  says. 
‘T h e r e  are  sm elters  in  Taiw an w h ere 
od ors and fu m es rea ch  sch o o ls  down
wind and th ey  have had  to c lo se  th e  
sch o o ls  b ecau se  kids have b een  found to 
have ex trem ely  h ig h  levels o f lead  in 
th e ir  b lood .” H igh levels o f  lead  expo
su re  in ch ild ren  lead s to brain  dam age 
and low ered in te llig en ce . In sev ere  
c a se s , it can  even  cau se  retardation .

“T h e  B ib le  says th at th e  s in s  o f  th e 
fa th ers  will b e  v ested  on th e  ch ild ren , to 
th e  th ird  and fo u rth  g en e ra tio n s ,”

S q u iers  says. “S om e
w h ere  along th e  line, 
so m eon e will pay for 
th e se  kinds o f ab u ses. 
It’s  alw ays w rong to 
befoul G od’s  crea tio n .” 

D esp ite  th e  attrac
tion of fo re ign  capital, 
so m e developing coun 
tr ie s  are  listen in g  to th e  
fears  o f th e ir  resid en ts, 
se e in g  th e  h ea lth  prob

lem s th a t g o  along w ith accep tin g  W est
e rn  refu se , and actin g  to stem  th e  
p roblem . In  1990, 83 co u n tries banned 
w aste im ports.

T h is  year, A frica’s  environm ental 
m in isters  adopted a treaty  m aking  it ille
gal to ship  h azard ou s and n u clear w aste 
into th e  A frican contin en t. Sou th  A frica 
is th e  only co u n try  in A frica th a t now 
allow s th e  im p ortation  o f w aste. A ccord 
in g  to G reen p eace , co m p an ies in Sou th  
A frica regu larly  acce p t m ercu ry  w aste 
from  E u rop e and th e  U nited  S ta tes .

Vallette n otes th a t w hile 83 develop
ing countries have banned w aste im ports, 
only two on th e W estern  side o f th e  w aste 
trade have m oved to ban exp orts: Italy

and Norway. “T h e  re s t have an open door 
regarding w aste,” Vallette says.

M any environm ental organizations 
hope to se e  all w aste exp o rts  banned, 
and a re  su pp orting leg islation  cu rren tly  
in C o n g ress  that would prohibit U .S . par
ticipation in th e  w aste  trade. □

Bruno Lopez’ wife continues to wash 
the fam ily’s clothing in a tub on her back 
porch. Farmhand Robert Monroy waters a 
donkey at the mysterious stream that flows 
from  Industrial City over the hill onto 
Lopez’ farm . He pulls a  wooden plank 
from  the top o f  a  well to show a curious 
visitor the white particles floating on top o f  
the groundwater about 15 feet down. ‘The 
animals drink this water and nothing bad 
has happened to them,” he says hopefully.

Outside o f  Francisco Diaz Hernan
dez’ farm  hangs a sign: Se Vende Este 
Rancho — “This Farm  For Sale. ”

“We’re getting out o f  this area ,” he 
says. “I f  you don’t have water, you don’t 
have a  farm . ”

Karen E. Klein is a  free-lance writer 
living in Monrovia, Calif. Stephen A. 
Scauzillo is an environmental writer.

I
n 1987, inter
national waste 

shipping was a 
$ 2 0-billion-a- 
year business.

W hat Y ou Can D o
If  you ’re  c o n cern ed  ab ou t th e  

ex p o rtin g  o f g arb ag e  to th e  T h ird  
W orld, h e re  are  so m e re so u rce s  for 
m o re  in form ation  abou t th e  issu e  and 
fo r tak in g  action:

• G et a b ib lical p ersp ective on 
stew ardship  o f th e  earth . T h r e e  C h ris
tian  o rganization s th at provide litera
tu re  and th eo lo g ica l gu id elin es on th e  
environm ent are: T h e  N orth  A m erican  
C o n feren ce  on C h ristian ity  and E co lo 
gy, R O . B o x  14305, San  F ra n c isco , CA 
94114 ; th e  Au S a b le  Institu te  o f Envi
ron m en tal S tu d ies, 7526  S u n se t T ra il 
N .E ., M an celon a , M I 49659 ; and th e  
C h ristian  N ature F ed eration , P.O. B o x  
33000 , F u llerto n , CA 92633 . T ay lo r 
U n iversity ’s  Randall C en ter  fo r Envi
ron m en tal S tu d ies  d o es o u treach  and 
re se a rc h  on g lobal, reg ion al, and lo cal 
environm en tal issu es : 500  W. R eade 
Ave., Upland, IN 46989-1001.

• In v estigate  th e  c u rren t leg isla 
tion, au thored  by U .S. Rep. Ed  T ow ns, 
th at would ban  U .S . particip ation  in 
sh ip m en ts o f w aste o v erseas. Environ
m en tal g ro u p s th a t oppose w aste-trad
in g  are  ask in g  su p p o rters  o f th e  b ill 
(Tow ns’ W aste E x p o rt and Im p ort Pro
hibition  A ct, H .R. 2580) to w rite th eir 
sen a to rs  and rep resen ta tiv es abou t it.

• F ind  out m o re  ab ou t th e  eco lo 
gy  o f th e  U .S . b o rd er a reas . T w o  
re se a rch  gro u p s studying in d u stry ’s 
e ffe c ts  along th e  b o rd er  are : T h e  B o r
d er E co lo g y  P ro je c t, P.O. B o x  5, N aco, 
AZ 85620 ; and th e  T e x a s  C e n ter  for 
P o licy  S tu d ies, P.O. B o x  2618 , A ustin, 
T X  78768.

• B e in g  a co n serv ato r o f creation  
s ta r ts  at h om e. S o r t  and re cy c le  you r 
own g a rb a g e  and cu t down on th e  
am ou nt o f trash  g o in g  into o u r land
fills. G et involved w ith lo ca l group s 
th a t a re  try in g  to m ake a d ifferen ce  in 
you r own n eigh borh ood . B u y  recy cled  
p ro d u cts and p rod u cts th a t are  b io
d egrad ab le  and le s s  h arm ful to th e  
en vironm en t.

W hat W e’re D oing
W orld V ision  s ta ff m em b ers, who 

w ork  with th e  p oor and d isenfran
ch ised  w orldw ide, frequ en tly  s e e  th e  
a fterm ath  o f cro ss-b o rd er dum ping on 
T h ird  W orld populations. M in isterin g  
in shantytow ns p erch ed  on th e  ed g es  
o f trash  dum ps and in th e  crow ded, 
d irty  slu m s th a t are  h om e to m any 
peop le in th e  w orld’s  la rg e st c ities , 
h e re  a re  so m e o f th e  w ays W orld 
V ision  is  co n fro n tin g  th e  p roblem :

• In  th e  Ph ilippines, a p rogram  
in th e  p lanning stag es  called  “U rban 
A dvance” will ad d ress p ro b lem s relat
in g  to th e  slu m  co m m u n ities o f 
m etropolitan  M anila. R esid en ts th ere  
are  profoundly a ffected  b oth  by 
g arb ag e  from  th e  in ternation al w aste 
trad e and b y  pollution gen erated  
in sid e th e ir  own country. Insu rin g  
clean  drin king  w ater, stem m in g  th e 
spread o f d isease , and en cou rag in g  
p rop er w aste  d isposal w ill b e  
p aram ount co n c e rn s  o f th e  new  pro
g ram  w hich  h a s  a  b road  com m unity  
focu s.

• F ro m  A frica to A sia, Latin 
A m erica , and th e  M iddle E ast, W orld 
V ision  p ro jec ts  p rovide clean  drinking 
w ater to peop le w ho o th erw ise  would 
b e  exp osed  to d isease  and h ealth  risk s 
from  contam inated  water. In hu ndred s 
o f  s ites , W orld V ision  team s have 
drilled new  w ells to find untainted 
w ater fo r d rinking and co n stru cted  
in frastru ctu re  to pipe fresh  w ater into 
tow ns and v illages from  ru nning  
sp rin gs. In  d o zens o f o th er  areas, 
W orld V ision  h a s  provided filters for 
w ater supplies. In  M exico , W orld 
V ision  h a s  provided testin g  fo r som e 
n e ig h b o rh o o d s w h ere  ex istin g  w ater 
supplies a re  b elieved  to b e  polluted or 
tain ted  with bacteria .
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W h o  is R e ally  
Po o r ? BY DEBBIE SHEPARDSON 

WITH ANNA WATERHOUSE

■' h e  b u s  I ’m  on  is  lik e  th e  U n ited  S ta te s . It is 
c lean , p lu sh , and  q u iet. T h e  p eop le  u n d er
stan d  e a c h  o th er, b o th  in lan g u ag e  and cu l
tu re . I fe e l sa fe  in sid e .

S till, I d idn ’t  co m e  all th is  w ay ju s t  fo r a co m 
fo rta b le  b u s  rid e . I fo rc e  m y se lf to  p e e k  o u t m y win
dow. O u tsid e  is  C airo , E gyp t. N eon  s ig n s  flash  
a d v e rtise m e n ts  in  A rab ic. V en d ors h old  s tra n g e , 
filth y  fru its  and v eg e ta b le s . T a c k y  sh o p s a re  p las
te re d  w ith  E n g lish  s ig n s  h aw kin g  so u v en irs.

I s e e  a  m a ss  o f  p eop le , th o u san d s o f  b o d ies  
jo s tlin g  e a c h  o th e r  in an open m ark et. T h e  o d o rs  o f 
s tra n g e  sp ic e s  and b u rn in g  m eat a ssa il m e. O n all 
s id e s  I h e a r  th e  rat-tat-tat o f  A rab ic . H u n g ry  ch il
d ren  p ush  th e ir  h an d s th ro u g h  m y window. An em a
c ia ted  d o g  d ra g s  so m e th in g  dead a c r o s s  th e  s tre e t, 
leav in g  a  tra il o f  b loo d  and g u ts.

T h e n  it h its  m e. I am  s tu c k  h e re . F o r  th e  n e x t 
s ix  w e e k s , I w ill b e  trav elin g  th ro u g h  s ix  T h ird  
W orld  co u n tr ie s  w ith M in is try  o f  M o n ey  to ex p eri
e n c e  a  little  o f  w h at th e  p oo r e x p e rie n c e . B u t th is  
s tra n g e  w orld o u t m y w indow  c lo s e s  in on  m e. I ’m 
o v erw h elm ed  b y  its  p ov erty  and cro w d e d n e ss . And 
a lth ou gh  I’m  h e r e  to g ive m y 17-year-old m ind so m e 
p ersp ectiv e  on  th e  way “o th e r  p eop le” live, all I want 
to  do is  h id e . I  su d d en ly  fe e l v e ry  c lo s e  to th e  13 
o th e r  A m e rica n s  on  th e  b u s.

T h a t ’s  th e  w ay I sp end  th e  n e x t th re e  days—  
w an d erin g  th ro u g h  E gyp t, h id in g  in sid e  m y m ind 
and m y g ro u p , s e e in g  v e ry  little . I am  afraid to le t 
m y se lf g o , afraid  th e  a n g e r  and d isg u st and so rro w  
w ill undo m e.

T h e n  I'm  sw ept into Sudan and a re fu g ee  cam p. 
S o m e  o f  th e  p eop le h e r e  h ave w alked  h u n d red s o f 
m iles  to  e sc a p e  war. T h e y  a re  beautifu l. T h e y  don’t 
b eg . T h e y  w ant to h old  o u r h an d s o r to u ch  us. I am  
u n co m fo rta b le , bu t I le t th em  h old  m y h an d s. T h e y  
sh ow  u s  th e  h e a p s  o f  ru b b le  th ey  ca ll h o m e. S o m e
o n e  in m y g ro u p  h an d s out can d y  b a rs , w hich  d is
ap p ear a lm o st im m ediately. O n e  w om an, n otic in g  
h e r  p reg n an t friend  h a sn ’t g o tten  a can d y bar, g iv es 
up h e r  ow n, th o u g h  sh e  h e r s e lf  is m aln ou rish ed .

A s th e  d ays g o  by, m y co n fu sio n  g ro w s. I want 
so m e th in g  m o n u m en tal to happen. I want to a ccep t 
th e s e  p eop le a s  th ey  a ccep t m e, yet I am  afraid to 
to u ch  th em . I feel m y se lf sh u ttin g  ev ery th in g  out, 
and I h a te  m y se lf fo r it.

In K en ya , m y jo u rn e y  h a lf over, I w rite a poem :

Why is it, Ixrd, that I don't feel?
I've seen wounds that only you can heal
and poverty no one should bear.
Yet it's hard for me to care.
I want to care; I want to love,
but instead I tend to push and shove.

I don't look into their hungry eyes
or brush away the many flies.
Instead, I look the other way
and wish I didn't have to stay.
A wall goes up, and I ’m not there.
But God, I really want to care.

T h e  day w e leave fo r India, I s it in th e  air
p o rt and  cry . C a lcu tta  is  a  sew er, I ’ve b e e n  told. 
A fter th e  p lan e lan d s, a  d ying b u s  ta k e s  u s  to a 
d ingy h o te l. P eo p le  co v ered  w ith b la n k e ts  lie 
lik e  s ta ck ed  c o rp se s  on th e  sidew alk. M ange- 
e a ten  d o g s  roam  freely. P u sh y  h an d s and h o s
tile  s ta re s  g r e e t  u s. T h e  a ir is heavy w ith h eat 
and g rim e . M en  u rin ate  in s tre e ts  alread y lined 
w ith m oldy sew ag e . T h e  o p p ression  is  to u ch 
ab le , th e  people loud and re s tle ss . I am  petrified 
and sick .

T h e  n ex t m o rn in g  w e attend M a ss  with th e  
M iss io n a ry  S is te r s  o f  C h arity  (M o th er  T e r e s a ’s  
g ro u p ). W e e n te r  a sm all, b a re  room  with a  c ru 
c ifix  on  o n e  en d  and open w indow s on th e  
o ther. F ro m  th o se  w indow s I h e a r  th e  soun d s o f 
th e  w akin g  city, so u n d s th at rem in d  m e o f th e  
b ed lam  ju s t  ou tsid e .

T h e  n u n s file  in , and I m arv el at th em . In 
th e  m id st o f  th is  hell, th ey  a re  calm . T h e y  begin  
to  sin g . T h e ir  v o ice s  a re  so  sw eet th at, for th e  
first tim e in w eek s, I relax . I w atch th e ir  faces as 
th ey  w orship . T h e y  a re  lo okin g  up, ex p ress io n s  
full o f  love and joy.

I h e a r  a  co m m o tio n  by th e  d o o r and turn 
arou nd. A tiny, w rinkled  w om an ap p ears and 
h o b b le s  to  a  stool. I h e a r  w h isp ers  and gasp s. 
It’s  M o th e r  T e re s a . W h at th is  sm all w om an h as 
accom p lish ed  in h e r  lifetim e m oves throu gh my 
m ind lik e  a  litany.

M y d e fe n se s  co llap se . I’ve b een  in th is  for
e ig n  w orld alm ost six  w eek s, try in g  to step  
around th e  w re tch ed n ess . Now I finally adm it 
that it is I w ho am  poor. H ere, th e  only goal is to 
re a ch  out to  o th e rs  and to w orship  G od: w h ere
a s  I se t g o a ls  th at are  trivial and try  to m eet 
th em  at th e  e x p e n se  o f  ev ery th in g  that is truly 
im p ortant. M y g o a ls  en slav e  m e b e ca u se  I have 
put th em  ab ov e carin g , and I let th em  drive m e.

T h e s e  w om en w ho sin g  so  beautifu lly  to 
my G od h ave n oth in g , yet th ey  have e v e ry 
thing. And I rea lize  that it is not th e  pain or 
not'd o f o th e rs  I ’ve boon afraid to tool. It is my 
ow n. n

Debbie Shcpardson, now IS, lives in Mary
land Heights, Mo., and is currently an exchange 
student in Brazil.

MELISSA SURER
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R O N  W IL S O N
PHOTOS BY ERIC WHEATER'

eniedtfieir 
government- 
provided milk, 
residents of a 
Brazilian 
slum unite Luiz 
to make 
changes.

f uiz Carlos Correia had sand in his shoes and a fire in 
his throat. He had spent a long morning„under the 
intense Brazilian sun visiting families in an urban 

— — slum north of Natal.̂ o he stopped si a "snack bar, 
bought a bottle of lemow sBdl, and sat down. —v -

Brazilian slums are called favelas, and most of the resi
dents come from the countrysider~swelling the cities to 
unmanageable proportions. The people bf Favela Sarney, 
however,'had been pushed out of another slum by a land 
developer. ...

So on a flat stretch of sand and grass used as a dunjp, 
they erected Shelters from scrap wood, plastic, metal, and 
cardboard. Like thousands of squatter settlements sur
rounding Third World cities, sewage ran through open

ditches, an occasional
Carlos Correia, left, knows now to ask the questions 

that lead the powerless to empower themselves.

an
spigot supplied water, and 
crude electrical wiring 
provided weak lighting. ~ 

A boy of about 5, barê . 
foot and wearing only a 
pair of stained blue 
shorts, approached Luft 
Carlos and politely asked 
if Luiz would buy him a 
glass of milk.

Strange, Luiz thought. 
_  ----w T *. The government supplies

vOLJj MILK niilk for poor children. If
f the child lived in that 

favela, his mother should get 30 tickets a month? each good 
for one glass of milk: at a local distribution center.

When Luiz Carlos inquired, the owner of the snack bar 
explained.

‘We have a problem here,” he. said. “The president of 
our neighborhood association is fighting with the president 
of the town council who is a friend of the man who controls 
the milk tickets. That’s the way it is, Senor,” h^shrugged. 
“He’s punishing our president by not giving ourpeople their 
milk tickets.” - . f i lm  23p
8 W O R LD  V IS IO N  /  DECEMBER 19 9 1-JANUARY 1992



“S o  w h at h av e you  d o n e a b o u t it?” 
Luiz a sk e d  a s  a  few  o f  th e  n e ig h b o rs  
c a m e  in .

T h e y  lo ok ed  a t e a ch  o ther, and  final
ly o n e  w om an sp o k e . “W h atm an  w e do? 
T h e  co m m u n ity  co u n cil is  th e  only 
g ro u p  th a t d is tr ib u te s  th e  t ic k e ts .” T h e y  
all n od d ed  in  a g re e m e n t.

“W ell, h ow  m an y tim e s  h ave you 
g o tte n  to g e th e r  to  try  and so lv e  th e  
p ro b lem ? H ave you  m et w ith th e  p resi
d en t o f  yo u r n e ig h b o rh o o n  asso c ia tio n  
o r  th e  p resid en t o f  th e  co u n cil?  H ave you 
b ro u g h t th e  tw o o f th em  to g e th e r? ”

, T h is  w as e x a ctly  th e  kind o f p rob
lem  Luiz liked  to  g e t  h is  te e th  in . A s an 
u rb an  co o rd in a to r  fo r W orld V isio n  o f  
B ra z il, h e  h ad  o ften  se e n  s itu a tio n s lik e  
th is.

“D o you know  w hat th e  b a s ic  p ro b 
lem  is?” h e  ch a lle n g e d  th em . T h e y  
sh o o k  th e ir  h ead s. “T h e  p ro b lem  is  th at

th e  m ilk  is  n o t th e irs  to do with 
p lea se . T h e  g o v ern m en t g iv es  it 
W h y  sh ou ld  you  le t  th em  d ecid e  
d is tr ib u te  y o u r m ilk?”

T h a t  s tirre d  th em , b u t Luiz C arlos 
kn ew  it w ould tak e  m u ch  m o re  th an  th a t  
T h e  B razilian  g o v ern m en t h a s  o rganized 
th e  s lu m s in to  n e ig h b o rh o o d ^ iz ed  r e s i 
d e n ts ’ a sso c ia tio n s  th a t b e lo n g  to  a  town 
co u n cil. B u t  m any o f  th e  p e o d e , unedu
ca ted  and u n em p loyed , h ave n ev er 
le a rn ed  to  m a k e  th e  sy stem  w ork  fo r 
th e m , t -

M o s t  o f  th e  m en  in FaVela Sbr-‘ 
n ey  w ere  biscateiros, un skilled  
w o rk ers  w ho did w h atever 

th ey  cou ld  find— clean in g , p ainting, co n 
s tru ctio n . If th ey  m ad e 3 ,0 0 0  c ru z e iro s  a 
w eek , th ey  w ere  lucky. If th e  w om en  ̂
b ro u g h t h o m e  th e  sa m e , a  fam ily m igh t 
e a rn  th e  eq u iv alen t o f  $ 6 0  to  $ 7 0  a

m on th , en o u g h  fo r b e a n s  and r ic e  fo r a 
fam ily o f  fo u r o r  five.

M any fam ilies, how ever, had s ix  o r  
e ig h t ch ild ren  living in one- o r  tw o-room  
sh a n ties . M o re  ch ild ren  m ean t m o re  
in co m e, b e c a u se  ch ild ren  cou ld  ea rn  
m o n ey  o n  th e  s tr e e t  to  h elp  su p p o rt th e 
family. O n any g iven  day h a lf o f  Favela 
S a rn e y 's  ch ild ren  could  b e  found in th e  
m a rk etp lace  se llin g  ch ew in g  g u m  o r 
ch o co la te , h an g in g  around th e  d o ck s, o r 
e y e in g  th e  eam erasT iroun d  th e  to u ris ts ’ 
n e c k s  on N atal's b e a ch e s .

Luiz C a rlo s  p rop osed  th ey  sen d  a 
d eleg atio n  to  th e  n eig h bo rh oo d  Associa
tion  p res id en t's  h o m e. P o o r Angjelo! He 
m u st h ave w ondered  why th is  d eter
m ined grou p  o f c itizen s crow ded into h is 
patio  th at aftern oo n .

A ctually, A n gelo  w asn ’t a s  p oor as 
th e 'p e o p le  w ho ca m e  t t r s W  him . H e 
w orked half-tim e in th e  m in istry  o f  edu

l
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cation  and half-tim e w ith com m unity  
affairs. H is h om e w as a step  o r  two up 
from  th o se  o f F avela  S arn ey  resid en ts . 
B u t th ey  had e lected  h im  p resid en t 
b e ca u se  th ey  b eliev ed  h e  had th e ir  w el
fa re  in m ind.

Now, how ever, h e  w as on th e  d efen
sive. H e b ristled  a s  th ey  p resen ted  th e  
p roblem .

“W h at can  I  do? W h at can  I do?” H e 
th rew  h is  h an d s up and ta lked  loudly as 
m en  in th a t p a rt o f  th e  co u n try  o ften  do. 
“I am  th e  en em y  o f th e  p resid en t o f th e  
tow n co u n cil.”

“W e know ! W e know !” th e y  ch o 
ru sed . T h e n  so m eo n e  su g g ested  th ey  
ca ll th e  lo ca l se c re ta ry  o f h ea lth . S o m e 
o n e  e lse  said  h e  had  a  p assin g  acquain
tan ce  w ith th e  m an. Luiz C arlos w anted 
th e  lo ca l c h u rc h e s  to b e  involved. So  
th ey  found a p asto r to jo in  th e m  and 
w en t to th e  h ea lth  se c re ta ry ’s  o ffice  in 
th e  city.

# t  to o k  sev era l m o re  m eetin g s, b u t 
as  Luiz gu ided  th em , th e  people o f 
Fav ela  S a rn e y  b eg an  to se e  and 

u n d erstan d  th e  p ro ce ss . T h e y  had  to 
w ork to gether. So m etim es th ey ’d have to 
co n fro n t so m eon e e lse . B u t th ey  had  th e  
pow er to so lve th e ir  own p rob lem s.

Finally, in  a  n oisy  p ublic m eetin g  
w ith th e  h ealth  secre ta ry , th e  p resid en ts 
o f th e  town co u n cil and th e  n e ig h b o r
h ood  asso cia tio n  and th e  h ead s o f th e  
m o th er’s  c lu b s  reso lv ed  th e  p roblem .

Su rp rised  and elated , th ey  left with 
th e  h ea lth  se c re ta ry ’s  p ro m ise: “I  will 
send  in sp e cto rs  to  m ake su re  th e  m ilk  is 
rea ch in g  you .”

T h e  com m u nity ’s  n ex t in ju stice  
a ffected  a few  fam ilies w ho had  “invad
ed ,” a s  th e  B raz ilian s _« . , ...
ca ll it, an idle p iece  o f  his ™flS
land and e re c te d  a  one of those
p atch w ork  o f flim sy  who received
sh e lte rs . M o st land in government-
B razil is  in th e  h an d s provided milk.

o f a few. B u t th e  p oo r are  b eg in n in g  to 
figh t b ack . In th e  p ast 25  y e ars , m ore 
th an  1 ,000  peop le have died over land- 
ow nership  co n flicts .

N o o n e  died  in F av ela  Sarn ey , bu t 
late on e night, w hile m o st w ere  sleeping, 
th e  landow ner se n t a  sm all arm y o f m en 
w ith tru ck s  to bu lldoze th e  sh an ties. S o , 
o n ce  again, Luiz C arlos called  th e  people 
to g e th e r  and gen tly  prodded th em .

“You solved th e  m ilk  p ro b lem ,” h e  
said . “W h y ca n ’t  you w ork  to g e th e r  and 
do so m eth in g  abou t th is?”

A  n oisy  d iscu ssion  follow ed, and 
finally th ey  ch o se  a  d elegation  to go  to 
th e  go vern m en t-h o u sin g  agency. W h en  
th e  d irecto r w ouldn’t  rece iv e  th em , th ey  
m et again  and th is  tim e A n gelo  had an 
idea: “If  h e  w on’t  m e e t u s in h is  o ffice , 
w e’ll h ave b rea k fa st w ith h im  at h is 
h o u se .”

Luiz C arlos te lls  w hat happened: “At 
seven  in th e  m o rn in g , 2 0  peop le gath 
ered  in fro n t o f th e  h o u se  o f  th e  h ou sin g  
d irecto r and b eg an  clapping th e ir  hands. 
It’s  a  well-to-do d istrict, and th e  n eigh 
b o rs  cam e out and asked  w hat w as going 
on. S o m e  su g g ested , ‘L e t’s  g o  to th e

The jungle of p olice b ecau se
squatter's huts th ey’re  go ing
was replaced to invade th is
with neat m an’s h o u se !’
rows of sturdy D UnA
concrete block B,ut
houses. a lr e a d y  to ld

t h e  p o l i c e  
w hat w e planned to do and th ey  
had agreed .

“W e ran g th e  bell and finally 
th e  m an cam e and told u s, ‘I 
can ’t  m eet w ith you now, b u t if 
you ’ll co m e  to m y o ffice  th is 
a ftern oon , I ’ll g ive you 30  m in
u tes .’

“W e end ed  up staying four 
h ou rs. H e g o t involved in th e 
c a se  and said h e ’d sen d  som e
on e to c h e c k  into it. T h e  last 
tim e I  h eard  th e y  w ere  sen d in g  

an e n g in e er  to  se e  w hat n eed ed  to  b e 
done to m ak e  th e  area  safe  fo r th e  peo
ple.

“M y jo b  is  to h elp  th e  p oor help 
th em se lv e s ,” Luiz C arlos says. “I f  th ey  
m ove from  b e in g  dependent on u s rath er 
th an  th e  govern m en t, w e rea lly  h aven ’t 
h elped  th em . T h e y  h ave th e  reso u rce s  
b u t th ey  don’t  know  how  to u se  th e m .”

am s h o r t  tim e a fter th e  m ilk  tick e ts  
j g jg  w ere  re tu rn ed  and th e  sh an ties 

reb u ilt, a  kindly p olitical wind 
b lew  on th e  o p p ressed  citizen s o f Favela 
Sarn ey . E lec tio n s  w ere  draw ing near, 
and th e  g o v ern m en t o f P res id en t Jo s e  
S arn ey , fo r w hom  th e  favela had  b e e n  
nam ed, w as ex trem ely  unpopular. Soo n  
tru ck lo a d s  o f  c o n c re te  and build ing 
m ateria ls  b eg an  arriv ing as p art o f a  fed
era l su b sid y  fo r slum  im provem ent.

T h e  cy n ics, o f co u rse , had th e ir  say, 
b u t A n gelo ’s  people w ere  gratefu l. T h e  
ju n g le  o f  dism al, dank sq u atter’s  h u ts 
w as rep laced  w ith n ea t row s o f sm all bu t 
sturdy c o n cre te  b lo ck  h o u se s . T h e y  had 
w indow s (but n o  g la ss ) , m o st had  e lec 
tricity, and a few  even had running water.

S in ce  th e se  c h a n g es , B raz il h a s  
adopted an au sterity  program  to  stabilize 
its  trou b led  econom y. M an y  su b sid ies 
h ave fallen  to th e  b u d g et cu tter’s  ax , and 
life is  still d ifficult in F avela  Sarney. 
U nem ploym en t h a s  risen  and inflation is 
w o rsenin g . M o n ey  th a t th e  F av ela  Sar
n ey  res id en ts  earn ed  last y e a r  will buy 
one-fifth le s s  th is  year.

B u t d esp ite  th e se  cond ition s, A nge
lo and th e  o th e rs  now  know  th ey  can  
im prove th e ir  own lives. T h e y  know  that 
if th ey ’re  ev er go in g  to b re a k  th e  cy cle  of 
poverty, th ey  ca n ’t  depend upon anyone 
e lse . B y  th e  g ra ce  o f G od th ey  can  w ork 
to g e th e r  and do it th em selv es. □

Ron Wilson is a free-lance writer in 
Earlysville, Va. and a contributing editor 
to WORLD VISION magazine.
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BY MARK CUTSHALL

T h i r d  World 
women, once taught 

to keep silent, 
are beginning to 

speak up and  
affect change in their 

communities.

V JHISPERS 
OF CHANGE

CHARLES MAINGI / WORLD VISION -  gQ  p Q Q  j- '

The woman’s voice was as 
dry as the ground under her 
black, leathery feet.

Sitting next to her was a 
Kenyan woman, a World Vision worker 
named Rebecca Cherono. Rebecca saw 
the woman’s hut and her hungry chil
dren playing in the dirt She looked into 
the woman’s eyes and saw herself as a 
young Kenyan girl who spent seven 
hours a day searching for and carrying 
firewood.

“Is this your land?” asked Rebecca. 
“Yes,” the woman said.
“How much of it have you worked

. . .  O H ;Rebecca Cherono, right, with a M aasal woman: As I shore my
life with her, we discover we may have things In common." “ J haven’t,” the W o m a n  replied. "We

have no seeds, fertilizers, or hoes.” 
Rebecca asked if she would work 

the land if these things became avail
able. The woman looked up. Every
thing in her face said "Yes.”

Once again, Rebecca Cherono had 
encouraged a woman in development, 
one of many women in the Third 
World who are beginning to see thern-
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se lv es a s  p art o f th e  so lution  to  eco n o m 
ic developm ent. R eb ecca  had throw n out 
a handful o f carefu lly  ch o sen  q u estio n s 
to  a stran g er in n eed . T h e n  sh e  w aited. 
W aited fo r th em  to tak e  roo t in  a 
stran g er’s  im agination.

Tw o y ears la ter th e  w om an was rais
in g  en ou gh  to feed  h e r  family.

f  I  h is  in cid en t could  b e  w ashed  
W m away lik e  th e  se e d s  in on e o f 

m K en y a’s  vio len t rain s— ex cep t 
j i r -  fo r a s ta rk  fact th a t flood s th e  

co u n try : W om en are  re sp o n sib le  fo r 80  
p ercen t o f  th e  food p rodu ced  in A frica 
today. K now ing th is , R e b e c ca  C h eron o  
h old s onto  th e  w ords o f  M o isari M b en e: 
“K en y a  will n o t ch a n g e  until K en y a’s 
w om en ch a n g e .”

B u t th rou gh o u t th e  T h ird  W orld 
th e re  is  a frightful w aste o f  w om en’s 
lives. T h e  U nited N ations recen tly  d eter
m ined how  w om en from  30  d ifferent 
co u n tries sc o re  on its developm ent 
index. In  m o st industrialised  co u n tries 
w om en ra te  abou t 20  p ercen t below  m en. 
In  K enya, w h ere  w om en’s  developm ent 
is about h alf that o f m en , th e  situation 
lo oks terrib le .

T h a t is, th e  slow  h a rv e s t o f self-con
fid en ce fo r K enyan w om en h a s  n ot co m e 
easily.

“M o st h o u seh o ld s in K enya’s  ru ral 
a rea s  are  ru n  b y  w om en ,” say s R e b ecca , 
fo rm er field  d irecto r fo r W orld V ision  in 
N airobi, K enya. ‘T h e  m en  m u st g o  into 
urban  situ ations to lo o k  fo r em ploym ent. 
If they"re fo rtu n ate to g e t  a  jo b , th ey  m ay 
stay  in th e  city  11 m o n th s o f  th e  year. 
T h is  leav es th e  w om an to  m an age th e  
fam ily.”

Ever-changing eco n o m ics h ave add
ed p ressu re  on m any K enyan w om en, 
R e b e cca  says. ‘T rad ition ally , m en  could 
dig, uproot th e  tre e s , and th en  le t th e  
w om en till th e  land. Now, w om en m u st 
do th e  m an’s  w ork  a s  w ell a s  th e ir  ow n.” 

T h is  p red icam en t h a s  p ushed  
K enyan w om en to exh au stion . “T h e y ’re  
th e  o n es w ho will co o k  th e  last g ra in  o f 
r ice , w ho will w alk m iles to b rin g  th e ir  
ch ild  to a  c lin ic. T h e  m en  co m e  o n ce  or 
tw ice and g ive up. B u t th e  w om en will 
p ersisten tly  co m e  until so m eth in g  is 
d one.”

T h e  p roblem  isn ’t  related  to gender,

R e b e cc a  says. “I  th in k  m o st o f our 
A frican m en  are  really  resp o n sib le  peo
p le .” T h e  g re a te s t en em y facin g  K enyan 
w om en in developm ent is  th e ir  own self
attitude. “F o r  y ea rs  w om en have b een  
raised  to su ffe r  quietly. In th e  old days, 
w e didn’t  have th e  freed om  to  sp eak  in 
th e  p re se n ce  o f m en .”

T h a t u n com fo rtab le  s ilen ce  h as 
g iven  w ay to w h isp ers o f ch an g e . W ith  
an e a r  to th e ir  own people and a  read i
n e ss  to act, m ore K enyan w om en a re  dis
co v erin g  th a t th e  n e ce ss itie s  o f food, 
w ater, and se lf-esteem , like a life-giving 
spring, a re  ju s t  below  th e  su rface . And 
R eb ecca  C h eron o  is helping th em  dig for 
an sw ers.

‘T r u e  developm ent can  only tak e  
p lace  w hen peop le rea lize  th ey  h ave a 
p ro b lem ,” says R eb ecca . “Y ears  ago th e  
M aasai in n o rth e rn  K enya had  a prob
lem . D ro u g h t had  w iped o u t m o st o f 
th e ir  anim als. T h e s e  n om adic p eople live 
o ff th e ir  cam els , cow s, and go ats. So 
th ey  k n ew  if th e ir  an im als died th ey  a lso 
w ould die. T h e y  kn ew  th ey  had  a  prob
lem : T h e y  n eed ed  m o re  go ats. S o  w e 
provided five g o a ts  ea ch  to so m e 300

# o m e n  o f V ision , a 
/  W orld V ision  pro- 

§ /  1 /  gram , is  a  lin k  o f 
su p p o rt and under

standing betw een  A m erican  w om en 
and n eed y w om en and th e ir  fam i
lie s  in o th e r  co u n tries . T h e  pro
gram  in clu d es d iscu ssion  grou p s 
abou t poverty, v isits to p ro jec ts  that 
b e n e fit w om en, and ra isin g  su pp ort 
fo r sp ecific  p ro jects  su ch  as th e  
w ater p ro jec t at Chilulu , K enya.

C u rrently , abou t 650  w om en 
are  involved in W om en  o f V isio n  in 
two C aliforn ia  ch a p ters  w ith anoth
e r  ch ap ter form in g  in Pennsylvania. 
T h e s e  com m itted  w om en h elp  sup
p ort five p ro jects  in A frica and M ex 
ico , and two in th e  U nited  S ta tes .

T o  learn  m o re  abou t h elp in g  
su p p o rt W om en o f V ision , co n tact 
A nn M cK u sick , W orld V ision , 919  
W. H untington D r., M onrovia, CA 
91016 .

fam ilies. It w as w om en 
w ho cared  fo r th e  goats, 
w hile th e  m en  w ere 
fo rced  to drive th eir 
ca m els  fa r away for 
water. S ev era l yea rs  ago 
w e w ent b a ck  to th e  a rea  
and th e  people show ed 
u s w hat th e ir  five go ats 
had grow n into. S om e 
now  had 3 0 0  g o ats ; oth
e r s  had  m o re .”

F o r  R e b ecca , suc
cessfu l developm ent is 
n ot a  m atter o f te lling  
o th e rs  w hat to  do. T h e  
k e y  is ask in g  th em ,
“W h at do you have?
W h a t do you need?
W h at a re  you w illing to 
do abou t it?”

B y  ask in g  th e  righ t 
q u estio n s, R e b e cca  
h old s up a m irro r  to 
w om en in developm ent.

“I s ta r t  b y  ask in g  
th em , T e l l  m e m o re  k
abou t yourself. I w ant to 
listen  to you r story .’ I 
w ant to a sk  qu estio n s 
th a t w ill m ak e  a  w om an 
fee l good  abou t h erse lf.
T h e n  I te ll h e r  about 
m yself— th at I ’m  a ®
m other, th a t I co m e 
from  a ce rta in  v illage, and th a t I ’ve
learn ed  le sso n s . A s I sh are  m y life with 
her, w e d iscov er w e m ay have th in gs in 
com m on . T h e n , by th e  tim e w e g e t down 
to  th e  rea l th in g s, sh e ’s  already co m fo rt
ab le  to ta lk  abou t h e r  rea l co n cern s .

“T h e n  I’ll w alk  w ith th em  a step  at a 
tim e, so m etim es even  beh in d  to se e  
w h eth er th ey  can  g o  on by th em selv es. 
T h a t way w hen you re tra c t th ey  will 
m ove o n .”

O n ce w om en h ave identified a prob
lem  and ow ned it fo r th em selv es, R eb ec
c a  says, th ey  act. “S ix ty  to 8 0  p ercen t of 
th e  e ffo r ts  to  en su re  developm ent in 
K enya h ave happ ened  b eca u se  w om en 
to o k  th e  in itiative,” sh e  says.

T a k e  C hilulu , a  com m unity  n ear 
K en y a’s  co asta l p o rt o f M o m b assa . F o r 
y ears  it had no n earby  w ater so u rce . T h e  
m en ta lked  abou t doing so m eth in g  but
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nee women realize that God has made 
them in a very special way just like 

men, then our world will be different.
U N D A  VALENTINE

n o th in g  w as d o n e. It w as th e  w om en , 
g o in g  to  th e  riv e r  e v e ry  day and c o lle c t
in g  w ater, w ho said , “T h is  ca n ’t g o  on 
an y m o re .”

T h e  C hilu lu  w om en  b eg a n  th in k in g  
o f  w ays to ra ise  m oney. “T h e y  g o t to g eth 
er, o rg an ized  th em se lv e s , and b eg an  h ir
in g  o u t p ie c e s  o f  land, ra is in g  cro p s, and 
se llin g  th em  at m ark et. B y  th e  tim e we 
g o t to kn ow  ab o u t th em , th ey  had 
alread y  ra ised  6 ,0 0 0  sh illin g s  [$300 ] for 
th e ir  w ater p ro ject.

‘T o d a y  th e re  is  w ater in th at v illage 
and th e  m en  a re  involved. A nything that 
is  new, th ey  w ant to b e  a p art o f.”

e b e c c a  m a k e s  it c le a r  that 
en co u ra g in g  w om en in d evel
o p m en t is not m ean t to sp ark  
a b a ttle  o f  th e  s e x e s  but 

to k in d le a co m m o n  e ffo rt

fo r b u ild in g  th e  e n tire  com m unity.
“I ’ve m et v e ry  few  w om en w ho are  

se lfish . It's  n o t tru e  th at w om en look for 
in d ep en d en ce  so  th ey  can  co m p e te  with 
m en . In m o st c a s e s  w om en  really  a re  
striv in g  to m ak e  life b e tte r  for th em 
se lv e s  and th e ir  fam ilies ."

In C hilu lu , th e  s u c c e s s  o f th e  new  
w ater sy stem  h a s  g en era ted  en th u siasm  
fo r o th e r  p ro je c ts . C o re  g ro u p s o f 10 to 
2 0  w om en m eet for m utual su pp ort and 
ev e ry  w eek  th ey  b rin g  two sh illin g s to 
th e  group . W ith in  a sh o rt tim e, each  
g ro u p  raised  b etw een  10 ,000  and 2 0 ,0 0 0  
sh illin g s. T h e ir  goal is to build a co m 
m on c e n te r  w h ere  th e ir  ch ild ren  ca n  b e 
ca re d  fo r  w hile th ey  g o  out and w ork.

“I ’ve d isco v ered  that m ost w om en 
in K enya and in o th e r  c o u n trie s  want to 
co m e  to g e th er ; th ey  want to sh a re  ideas, 
learn  from  o n e  an oth er. T h is  h elp s

w om en  build  co n fid en ce  so  th ey  can  
fo rg e  ah ead . F o r  w om en  in K enya, th e 
g ro w in g  b e lie f  is , ‘T o g e th e r  w e can  do 
so m eth in g ; a lo n e I ca n ’t ’”

T h e  issu e  o f  w om en in developm ent 
is  n o t u n iqu e to  K en y a  o r  to  A frica.

“W o m en ’s  issu e s  a re  individual,” 
R e b e cc a  says. “W h e th e r  a  w om an is  edu
ca ted  o r  illitera te . W h e th e r  s h e ’s  in 
A frica, A sia, Latin A m erica , o r  E u rop e, it 
is  th e  positive view o f h e rse lf  a s  a w oman 
th a t will b re a k  all th e  b o n d ag es  th at 
r e s tr ic t  w o m en  from  d oin g  and b e in g  
w hat G od w ould have u s  b e .

“O n ce  w om en realize th at G od h as 
m ade th em  in a  v ery  sp ecia l way ju s t like 
m en , and  th a t th ey  h ave so m eth in g  to 
co n trib u te , th en  o u r w orld will b e  d iffer
e n t "

if fe r e n t  L ike th e  K enyan 
w om an R e b e cc a  learn ed  
ab ou t w ho ra ised  h a lf a  mil
lion sh illin g s to build  a  

m o rg u e  in h e r  own town so  that th e  bod
ie s  o f  lo cal ch ild ren  w ouldn’t have to b e  
sto red  far aw ay from  th e ir  final re stin g  
p lace.

D if fe r e n t  L ik e  a  p oor w om an 
w h ose future had seem in gly  w ithered  up 
and blow n away until so m e o n e  w ho had 
w alked h e r  road sid led  up to  h e r  and 
invited h e r  to th in k  fo r h e r s e l f . . .

W h at do you have?
W h at h ave you done?
W h at a re  you w illing to do?
R e b e cc a  C h e ro n o  is  a sk in g  th ese  

q u estio n s to a  new  g en eratio n  o f w om en. 
H er co n ce rn  can  ra ise  c o n sc io u sn e ss  
and new  p o ssib ilities . T h at way R eb ecca  
C h eron o  will find th e  freedom  o f w alking 
w ith o th e r  w om en. N ot lead in g  th e  way. 
but sim p ly sh arin g  it. T h e  kind o f free 
dom  that m ade a p oor w om an rich  when 
sh e  u n exp ected ly  m et a w om an nam ed 
R e b e cc a  C h ero n o , and w ho in grow ing 
h e r  own food unknow ingly d iscovered  
th e  m ean in g  o f  R ain er M aria R ilke 's  
w ords: “l iv e  th e  qu estio n s now. Perh aps 
you will then  gradually, without noticing 
it, live a lo n g  so m e  distant day into th e  
an sw er.” n

Mark Cutshall is a Seattle freelance 
writer who heads the Mark Cutshall Cre
ative Services public relations firm.
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FAMILY LIFE 
EDUCATION 

HEALTH 
ARMED CONFLICT

SUBSTANCE ABUSE
CHILD LABOR

Top concerns for the world's children, 
as identified by UNICEF

Numbing
the D. l a

Mi

am

illions o f ch ild ren  w orld
w ide are  d ru g addicts 
b e fo re  th e ir  teen s. M any of 

‘ th e se  ch ild ren  stea l o r sell 
th e ir  b o d ies  fo r  d ru gs. T h e  le ss  afflu ent 
dig th rou gh  g arb ag e  dum ps fo r d iscard
ed  g lu e o r so lven t to sniff.

W h y a re  d ru g s so  attractive to 
T h ird  W orld ch ild ren ? S o m e sim ply fol
low th e  exam p le o f th eir su bstance-abu s
in g  p aren ts. B u t fo r m any o th ers , d ru gs 
num b th e  h o rro r  o f poverty, exploitation, 
and sexu al ab u se; and help  w ard o ff 
h u n g er and cold.

T h e  co n se q u e n ce s  are  frigh tenin g . 
An in creas in g  n u m ber o f ch ild ren , th eir 
m inds and b o d ies  stu nted , are  w ander
in g  th rou g h  life in  a  d rug-induced stu
por. A ID S is  sp reading am ong th o se  who 
trad e n eed les  o r s e x  fo r dru gs.

U N IC E F ’s  C onvention  on th e 
R igh ts o f th e  Child , how ever, h as 
acknow ledged  ch ild ren ’s rig h t to p rotec
tion from  p hysical, em otional, m ental, 
and sexu a l ab u se  re la ted  to d ru g  u se. 
T h e  U nited N ations also included th is 
issu e  at T h e  W orld Su m m it fo r C hildren  
last year.

B u t until ch ild ren  can  ea t en ou gh , 
k eep  w arm , and live in a loving hom e, 
d ru g s will con tin u e to b e  a su b sti
tu te. □

&

These teenagers from a slum near Recife, 
Brazil spend hours each day inhaling the 
fumes from bottles of glue.
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DAVID BROW NE /  NEW S VISION

Opium addiction knows no age limitation 
in the mountains of northern Thailand. The elderly use it 

to dull the pain of disease; the young as an escape 
from their marginalized existence.

In Kenya, thousands of 
runaway and abandoned 
children, some as young 
as 3, survive by stealing 
and escape their misery 
with drugs.
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CAMARTMNT
vJSAMFLERlN

RESOURCES FOR 
HELPING OTHERS 
IN THE NAME 
OF CHRIST

STEERING 
MONEY TO 
MISSIONS

Compiled and written 
by Karen £  Klein

“ h e  cattle  upon a thousand hills
■  are  m in e,” th e  Lord  said in
■  P salm s. A  u n iqu e m in istry  th at 

originated on th e  G reat Plains aim s to 
fulfill th a t v erse .

S T E E R , Inc. ra ise s  funds for m is
sion a g en c ies  th rou gh  a p artn ersh ip  
b etw een  donors and farm ers. T h e  
donors contribu te $ 700  toward a farm  
anim al o r  a  crop  w hich th e  farm er 
ra ises  free  o f ch arg e .

W h en  th e  cow, sow, o r sh eep  is 
sold o r th e  crop  is  h a rv ested , th e  
profit is donated to  a  m issio n s orga
nization ch o sen  b y  th e  donor. T h e  
fa rm er g e ts  to  c h o o se  th e  p ro jec t o r 
sp ecific  m issio n ary  w ithin th a t orga
nization. T h e  orig inal $ 7 0 0  is th en  
rein vested  in a new  crop  o r m o re  live
sto ck , p erp etu ating  th e  donation. I f  a 
farm er is  ra isin g  a  d airy  cow, th e  m ilk 
m on ey g o e s  to th e  m issio n s agen cy  
on a w eek ly  o r  m onthly  b asis .

S in ce  its  founding in 1957, 
S T E E R , In c. h a s  ra ised  $3 .7  m illion 
fo r  m issio n ary  w ork  worldw ide. 
S o m e 75 evan gelica l m issio n  so ci
e ties , including  W orld V ision , g e t  fin
an cial su pp ort from  th e  p rogram —  
and th at’s  n o t a  bu m  steer.

F o r  inform ation, co n tact S T E E R , 
In c ., P.O. B o x  1236, B ism a rck , ND 
58502 ; (701) 258-4911.

WHOSE 
BIRTHDAY IS IT?

H e c tic  shop p ing in crow ded 
m alls, fran tic  d ecoratin g , bak
ing, and caro lin g  all lead  up to 

th e  b ig  m om en t— a visit from  Santa  
C lau s and h is  go od ie-p acked  sleigh . 
T o o  o ften , Je s u s  g e ts  exclu d ed  from  
C h ristm as ce leb ra tio n s, b u t a  C h ris 
tian-based social ju stice  organization is 
try in g  to m ake room  fo r C h rist during 
th e  holidays.

A lternatives, w hich w as organized 
in 1973  a s  a p ro test ag a in st th e  co m 

m ercialization  o f C h ristm as, publishes 
reso u rc e  m ateria ls th a t en co u rag e  ce l
eb ratio n s o f C h rist’s  b irth . Giving gifts 
o f tim e and m on ey to  th e  poor, having 
fam ily A dvent se rv ice s , and exp lorin g  
th e  tru e  sto ry  o f S t  N icholas (a fourth- 
cen tu ry  p astor who gave to  th e  needy) 
are  so m e o f th e  su g g estio n s m ade in 
A ltern ativ es’ m aterials.

P am p hlets, w orkbooks, and 
v id eo s em p hasizin g  altern ative holi
day ce leb ra tio n s g eared  tow ard fam i
lies, sm all group s, and co n g reg atio n s 
a re  available th rou gh  A lternatives, 
P.O. B o x  4 29 , E llenw ood, G A  30049; 
(404) 961-0102.

OUTER 
MONGOLIA, 
LORD?

W' h en  Je s u s  ch arg ed  h is  d isci
p les to tak e  th e  good new s to 
th e  en d s o f th e  earth , h e  m ay 
have b een  talking about M ongolia.

F o r  cen tu ries , th e  em p ire  crea ted  
b y  G en g h is  K han  h a s  b e e n  on e o f th e  
m o st iso lated  p laces  in th e  w orld. T w o 
y e a rs  ago, w hen th e  M on golian  gov
e rn m e n t ab and o n ed  co m m u n ism  and

adopted dem ocracy, 
only about 15 p ercen t o f M ongolia’s 
2 m illion population had even heard  of 
Je s u s  C hrist. B u t with th e  ch an ge in 
governm ent, M ongolia’s  b ord ers have 
b e en  opened fo r th e  first tim e to C hris
tian professionals.

T h e  E n g lish  Language Institute, a 
C h ristian  ag en cy  th a t sp on sors 
E n g lish  te a ch e rs  o v erseas, h as 
receiv ed  on e o f th e  firs t invitations to 
sen d  te a ch e rs  to  M ongolia. T h e  group 
aim s to sen d  100  C h ristian s to teach  
E n g lish  in th e  co lleg es  and universi
tie s  o f U lan B ator, M o n golia ’s  capital.

A nyone in terested  in m in istering  
in M on golia  should  c o n tact E L I at E O . 
B o x  265 , S an  D im as, CA 91773 ; (800) 
FO N -ELIC .
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HE'S FEEDING THEIR

RED SQUARE 
OR BUST

W r h a t will th e y  th in k  o f next? 
How abou t tak in g  a  group  o f 
N o rth  A m erican  C h ristian s 

to  M o scow , tu rn in g  th e m  lo o se  on 
R ed  S q u a re , and le ttin g  th e m  sin g  
ab o u t th e  jo y  o f  th e  re su rre c tio n ?  
T h a t ’s  ex a c tly  w h at C am p u s C ru sa d e  
fo r  C h r is t  In te rn a tio n a l is  p lan n in g  to 
pull o ff  n e x t E a s te r  w ith a  g ro u p  it’s  
c a llin g  th e  N ew  L ife  2 0 0 0  C hoir.

A p p lication s fo r  th e  g ro u p  a re  
b e in g  ta k en  now, fro m  b o th  m u si
c ia n s  and n o n -m u sician s w ho w ant to 

m a k e  th e  trip  to  th e  Sovietj_ 
U n ion  and sh a re  th e  g o sp e ff  

th e re .
L a st y ear, a 

s im ila r  g ro u p  p er
fo rm ed  in th e  

K rem lin  and 
on national 
te lev isio n  fo r 
an au d ien ce  o f 

100  m illion  S o v ie ts . 
T h o u sa n d s  o f  p eop le 

re ce iv ed  C h ris t th ro u g h  th e  
c h o ir ’s  m in istry . H ow ard S tev en so n , 
a s so c ia te  p a sto r  o f  th e  E van g elica l 
F r e e  C h u rch  o f F u lle rto n , C alif., will 
d ire c t th e  ch oir.

T h e  trip  is  p lanned fo r April 2 0  to 
3 0 , 1992  and c o s ts  $ 2 ,3 9 9 , w hich 
in clu d es a irfare  from  N ew Y ork, hotel 
c o s ts , and  m ea ls . D ead lin e  fo r re g is 
tration  is  M a rch  2 , 1992. F o r  m o re  
in form atio n , co n ta c t: E a s te r  in M o s
cow , K ey n o te  C o m m u n icatio n s, 
2 2 9 1 2  M ill C re e k  #A, Lagu na H ills, 
C A  9 2 6 5 3 ; (800) 92-C H O IR .

a
B y  g iv in g  th in g s  aw ay  
w e u n d erm in e th e  pow er 
o f  th e  w orld.
—Jacques Ellul

His Advice: "The way to a young person's heart is through 
their stomach."

FIND A INAY TO THEIR HEARTS
Join thousands o f people across N orth  America on 
F e b r u a r y  2 1  &  2 2 ,  1 9 9 2
Co 30 hours w ithout food and feel what 40,000 children 
worldwide experience every day. Through World Vision's 
30 Hour Famine, your youth group, school or individuals 
can learn about the causes of world hunger while raising 
money to fight the problem. World Vision supplies plenty 
of materials and ideas to make the 30 hours fun and eye- 
opening, so call now and start planning!

1-800-7FAMINE

Home: Atlanta, Georgia 

Age: 25

Ministry: Youth Pastor

Profile: Big-time extrovert, 
slightly out of control, loves 
kids, heart for those who 
hurt.

Latest Accomplishment: 
Helping young people put 

their faith into action.

"I've worked with kids for five years. The best activity 
we've ever done has been the 30 Hour Famine program. All 
who are involved become more aware of the reality of 
hunger, more compassionate in every area of their life."

DAVID WYLIE

YOUR YOUTH GROUP WILL 
NEVER BE THE SAME!
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I t’s cold outside, but not yet 

the unrelenting Chicago win

ter. In a neighborhood so 

notorious even the taxi driver 

asks, “Honey, you SURE you 

got the right address?” a dinner 

party for 10 is being prepared at 

the two-story home of Glen and 

Lonni Kehrein. Clyde is in the 

kitchen helping Lonni grate cheese 

and chop olives; DuRhonda and 

Paul are arranging chairs around 

the table; and Clint announces that 

Ed and Dee are just locking their 

car doors out front.

Lights in the dining room are 

turned up, and just about the time 

Pastor and Paulette enter through 

the front door, one of the children 

is dispatched to pry Glen from his 

computer.

“Let’s eat!” Glen says upon 

entering, and Pastor confirms,

“Amen!” This

mini-congregation of Circle Urban 

Ministries gathers around the din

ner table just as the sun is going 

down, and some of them will be 

there when it’s ready to come up 

again.

The reason this
R a l e i g h  

W a s h i n g t o n
story is about Pastor AND q len

Raleigh Washington K E H R E IN

and Glen Kehrein is M O D E L  R E C -

not because of their O N C I L I A T I O N

successful work in the , N  T H E  M O S T

worst area of Chica- RACIALLY
D I V I D E D  C IT Ygo’s inner city. Forget, 

for now, that Pastor’s
I N  T H E

C O U N T R Y .  
Rock of Our Salvation

church is the leading black congre

gation in the Evangelical Free 

Church denomination. Forget that 

Glen manages one of the most suc

cessful parachurch organizations in 

the country, with over 18,000 peo

ple receiving services each year. 

Forget the speeches, the publica-

COMPLEMENTARY
OLORS

B Y  L A U R A L E E  M A N N E S  
PHOTOS BY JON WARREN
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tions, th e  ach ievem en ts, th e  sacrifices , 
and th e  m in istries. T h is  sto ry  is about 
them  b ecau se  on e is b lack  and th e o th er 
is  w hite.

T h e  team  testim ony th ey  te ll at that 
d in ner tab le  is on e th ey ’ve repeated  so 
o ften  th ey  ab sen tly  fin ish  each  o th e r’s 
sen ten ce s , c o rr e c t  e a ch  o th er’s an ec
d otes, and y e t still c ra c k  up at each  
o th e r ’s  jo k e s . T h e y  are  b e tte r  than 
frien ds; th ey  h ave th at broth erh oo d  
sh ared  by m en  in co m b at to gether. And 
it is  so m eth in g  like a w ar th ey  w age— a 
w ar fo r racia l recon ciliation .

Raleigh  W ashington  began  h is life in 
Florid a w h ere, h e  rem in isces , “th e  

w eath er is w arm  and sw eet.” 
R eared  in a n eigh bo rh oo d  so  p oor th e  
p ro jects  w ere  a step  up, h e  w as im
m ersed  in a  c lim ate o f  relig ion  a lm o st as 
ubiquitous as th e rac ism  th at h u ng  th ick  
in th e  su ltry  Jack so n v ille  air. Y et it would 
b e  y ears  b e fo re  h e ’d rea lize  h e ’d n ever 
m ade a co n scio u s ch o ice  about C h ris
tianity. Young R ale ig h ’s d ream s w ere 
bu ried  deep  insid e, guarded b y  a dis
tru s t o f w hite m en  and an an g er at racia l 
inequality.

G len h a ils  from  a tow n w ith th e  
im p robable n am e o f Ripon, W is., h om e 
o f S p eed  Q u een  w ash ers , Ripon G ood 
C o o k ies, and a little  w hite co u rth o u se  
proudly c laim in g to b e  “th e  b irth p lace  of 
th e  R ep u blican  party.” H e ca n ’t  rem em 
b e r  th e  firs t tim e h e  h eard  th a t Je s u s  
died fo r h is  sin s, it w as so  m u ch  a p a rt of 
h is life.

Em b ed d ed  in you ng  K eh re in ’s  
h e a rt w as th e  conviction  th a t all m en  are  
crea ted  eq u al. A t 18 y e a rs  old, h ead ed  
fo r M ood y  B ib le  Institu te  in  downtown 
C h icago , h e  m ig h t h o n estly  have 
claim ed  th at h e ’d n ev er treated  a b lack  
m an w ith d isresp ect. O n th e  o th e r  hand, 
h e ’d n ev er m et one.

Im ag in e G len  and R ale igh  a s  you ng 
m en  at opp osite sid es o f a tab le . G len 
m ig h t w ell have o ffered  R aleigh  a  hand

unstained by slav ery  to say, “T h is  hand 
did n ot en slave you. I am  not to b lam e. I 
have noth in g  again st you .” Young 
R aleigh  m igh t have evidenced  fresh  
sca rs  o f in h erited  opp ression  to re to rt, 
“You deny resp on sibility  fo r th e  sin o f 
you r fa th ers, bu t I still su ffer its co n se 
q u en ces .”

T h e s e  two had so m e ground to 
cover.

Hou rs have g o n e  b y  th is  evening  at 
th e  K eh rein  hom e, and it’s  already 
tim e fo r d esse rt. P a sto r  W ashing

ton h as trou b le p hilosop hizing too late 
th e  n igh t b e fo re  a Sunday serm o n , bu t 
h e  loves th e  s to ry  th ey  are  telling , so  h e  
fills h is  c o ffe e  cup and lau n ch es o ff any
way.

It w as in Indiana in th e  pre-civil 
r ig h ts  a tm o sp h ere  o f 1958  th a t R aleigh  
firs t tasted  recon cilia tion , in  th e  unlikely 
aren a o f th e  U. S. Army. O ne evening sev
era l o ffice rs  d ecided  to go  to dinner, and 
on e restau ran t after an o th er refu sed  
th em  se rv ice  b e c a u se  o f R ale ig h ’s  color.

I t  w as a too-fam iliar ex p e rie n ce : All 
sound  sto p s at th e ir  e n tra n ce , th e  h o st
e s s  p re ten d s sh e  d o es n o t s e e  fo u r uni
fo rm ed  o ff ic e rs  w aitin g  to  b e  seated , 
in d ign an t m u rm u rs w aft lik e  ch eap  
c ig a r  sm o k e  in th e  roo m . E n ra g ed , 2nd 
Lt. Lou T a g g lia  vow ed, “W e ’re  gonna 
e a t to g e th e r  if w e h av e  to  g o  to  ev ery  
resta u ra n t b etw een  L aw ren ce  and Indi
an ap o lis .”

Finally  th e  la s t and m o st exp en sive 
restau ran t in  tow n w elcom ed  th em . 
W h en  it cam e tim e to  o rd er and la te r  to 
pay, th e  w aitress  resp ectfu lly  ign ored  
2nd Lt. R ale igh  W ash in gton . B u t sh e  
se rv e d  h im  a m eal th a t s ta rted  and 
ended  w ith th e  fin est c h o ic e s  on th e  
m enu , including  h is  f irs t e n co u n ter  w ith 
C hateaubriand.

“W h en  I th in k  o f Law rence, Indiana, 
I don’t th in k  abou t th e  restau ran ts  th at 
tu rn ed  m e down, I th in k  abou t Lou T a g 
g lia , and th e  love o f o n e m an th a t b eg an

If  Lou T a g g lia  w as th e  s ta r t of 
R ale igh ’s  ascen d an ce  from  th e  stran 
g leh old  o f racism , th en  D w ight L. 

M ood y  w as resp o n sib le  fo r G len ’s 
d esce n d an ce  into it. O n e n igh t in  1968 
h e  re tu rn ed  to h is  d orm  to find M oody 
stu d en ts gath ered  around th e  television, 
h orrified  as W alter C ro n kite  rep o rted  
M artin  L u th er K ing  J r . ’s  assassin ation . 
G len  rem em b ers  th in kin g , “All h ell is 
g o in g  to b re a k  lo o se .”

It m u st h ave looked  like h e ll from  
th e  dorm  rooftop a few  n igh ts la te r w hen 
G len  w atched  fires  b u rn in g  in th e  
stre e ts , and a city  co n su m ed  b y anguish. 
P eo p le  b a c k  h o m e w ere  saying only ani
m als w ould b u rn  out th e ir  own n eigh 
b o rh o o d s, b u t G len  kn ew  th ey  w ere 
w rong. “I kn ew  th o se  people w ere 
exp ressin g  leg itim ate feelin gs. It was th e  
anger, a lienation , and fru stration  th ey ’d 
b e e n  hold ing b a ck  b e ca u se  K ing 
p rom ised  th in gs w ere  gettin g  b etter. F o r 
people w ho are  trapped in th e  cy c le  of 
poverty, all th ey  have is  th at d ream .” 

T h e r e , from  th e  top o f M oody B ib le  
Institu te , h e  envisioned  th e  C h icago  fire 
o f 1871 , w hen D w ight L. M oody paced 
th e  v e ry  s tre e ts  sm o ld erin g  below  and 
p rom ised  to b rin g  h op e to th e  burned- 
out n eigh bo rh oo d . W h at would M oody 
h ave done in resp o n se  to th is  firestorm  
100 y ea rs  later? T h e  institu te sen t its stu
d en ts h om e.

G len  w as convinced , how ever, that 
D w ight L. M oody th e  m an would have 
ch o sen  to stay in C h icago, to tak e  C h rist

G l e n ' s  V o l u n t e e r s

Into th e  co n fe re n c e  roo m  fo r  volun
te e r  o rientation  co m e w hite m iddle- 
c la ss  p eople with n am es like B ry an , 

L ois, P earl, and T roy . T h e y  c a r ry  
B ib le s  nam ed  T h e  W ay and T h e  D aily 
W alk, co v ered  in lea th er  and satin 
and lace , bound lik e  novels. T h e y  sit 
around a tab le , in trod u cin g  th em 
se lv es and exp lain in g  w hy th ey  are  in 
inner-city C h icago  fo r vacation instead 
o f a  sk i re so rt . M o st o f th e ir  an sw ers 
reveal th a t deep  down in sid e, th ey  
a ren ’t  really  su re  why th ey  are  th ere .

G len  K eh re in  know s. “A t th e  end

o f a w eek ’s tim e, th ey ’ll say, ‘I cam e 
h e r e  to m inister, b u t it’s  m y life th at 
h as b een  ch an g ed .’ ”

L ik e  th e  N eb rask a  fa rm er w ho 
sp en t h is  v o lu n teer w eek  doing odd 
jo b s  around a new ly p u rch ased  ap art
m en t co m p lex . W h en  h e  re tu rn ed  to 
th e  T u esd a y  m o rn in g  c o ffe e  group 
h e ’d b e e n  a p art o f fo r m o re  y ears  
than  h e  could  rem em b er, h e  found 
h im se lf w alking away from  th e  tab le  
w hen so m eo n e  told a “n ig g e r” jo k e . 
H e realized , w ith so m e sh o ck , “M y 
lord , th a t’s  P asto r W ash in gton  th ey ’re  
ta lk in g  ab ou t.” T h e  co nv ersation  
h ad n ’t ch an g ed . H e had.

th e  ch an g e  in m y life .” It w as a  sim ple 
a ct th at c o s t 2nd Lt. T ag g lia  on e dinner, 
bu t it su g g ested  to R aleigh  th a t b ro th er
hood b etw een  w h ites and b la ck s  w as 
m o re  th an  a w him . It w as a  possibility.
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I t  m a k e s  a  k in d  o f  p o etic  s e n se  th a t 
G len  w ould g rav ita te  tow ard th e  g o sp el 
o f  ju s tic e , em p ow erm en t, and quality  o f  
life , w h ile R a le ig h ’s  p assion  is  th e  g o sp el 
o f  salvation . B o th  o f  th e m  re a c te d  to  
ch ild h o o d  re lig io u s  e x p e r ie n c e s  th a t 
se e m e d  in co m p lete , and w h en  th ey  col-

T h e y  a r e

B E T T E R  T H A N

f r i e n d s ;  t h e y

H A V E  T H A T  

B R O T H E R H O O D  

S H A R E D  B Y  M E N  

IN  C O M B A T  

T O G E T H E R .

to  th e  b u rn in g  
stre e ts . H e th ou gh t 
ab o u t th a t th e  
w h o le  tim e h e  and 
h is  w h ite  c la s s 
m a te s  sp e n t th e ir  
u n ex p ected  v aca
tion  a t D isn ey lan d , 
sp in n in g  arou nd in 
M r. T o a d ’s  W ild  
Ride. H e th o u g h t 
ab o u t it w h en  h e  
re tu rn ed  to C h ica 
g o , d eterm in ed  to 
ch a lle n g e  th e  p re j
u d ice  and  o p p res

sio n  h e  w as b e g in n in g  to  s e e  in h im self, 
h is  so cie ty , and h is  re lig io n . Tw enty-tw o 
y e a rs  la ter, arou n d  th e  d in in g  roo m  
ta b le , h e  is  th in k in g  ab o u t it still.

Sin c e  it’s  la te , ju m p  forw ard  to find 
Lt. C ol. W ash in g ton  and h is  w ife, 
P au le tte , leav in g  th e  m ilitary  to 

stu d y th e ir  n ew  C h ristian  faith  at T rin ity  
S e m in a ry  in D e e rfie ld , 111. G len  and 
Lonni K eh re in , h av in g  se ttle d  in a b lack  
n e ig h b o rh o o d  on  th e  w est sid e  o f C h ica
g o  in 1973 , a re  im m ersin g  th e m se lv e s  in 
u n d erstan d in g  and serv in g  th e ir  adopted 
com m unity . W h en  R ale igh  g ra d u a te s  in 
1983 , h e ’s  lo o k in g  fo r a m ean in gfu l 
cro ss-cu ltu ra l p asto rate . G len  is praying 
fo r a pastor. B o th  o f  th em  se n se  th e  need 
fo r so m eth in g . T u r n s  o u t to b e  ea ch  
other.

Now th e ir  sto rie s  can  b e  told to g eth 
er. T h e  fact th a t G len  sp en t h is  ch ild 
h ood  in a  h o m o g e n e o u s en viro n m en t 
w ithout e v e r  m eetin g  a b lack  m an and 
R aleigh  sp en t h is  w h ole life in ch u rch  
w ithout e v e r  m eetin g  C h ris t ex p la in s a 
lo t ab ou t w hat th ey  feel ca lled  to do.

R a l e i g h ' s  V o l u n t e e r s

Ju st a few  h o u rs  a fte r  th e  volun
te e r  o rien ta tio n , P a s to r  R aleigh  
W a sh in g to n  c h e e r le a d s  h is  

G row th  G rou p  o f  lo ca l ch u rch  
m em b e rs . M o stly  s in g le , b la ck  
m o th ers , a s  r e fle c ts  th e  com m unity, 
th e ir  s to rie s  w ould fla b b e rg a st th e  
u n in itia ted  w h ite  v o lu n teers . L ike 
th e  p ray er re q u e s t in  th e  h an d ou t 
fo r  “B a b y  A u stin ,” a  four-year-old 
b o y  w ho w as pim ped b y  h is  m o th er  
fo r  c o ca in e  m oney.

W anda, a b eau tifu l c h o ir  m em 
b er, r e q u e s ts  p ray er fo r h e r  so n  
w ho w as p re ssu re d  to  jo in  a lo cal 
g a n g  last w eek . W h en  h e  rep lied , “I 
ca n ’t  do t h a t  I  g o  to  c h u rc h ,” h e  
kn ew  th ey ’d ta k e  h im  into  an alley  
and b e a t  h im  up. C ry in g , th e  you ng  
m o th er  sa y s  sh e  d o esn ’t  know  w hen 
sh e  se n d s h e r  b oy  o ff  to  sch o o l in 
th e  m o rn in g  w h e th e r  h e  w ill live to 
re tu rn  in th e  a fte rn o o n . W h ile  
R a le ig h ’s  w ife, P au le tte , co m fo rts  
th e  w om an, th e  p asto r exp la in s a 
sa lien t p o in t  “W anda’s  so n  is  s ix  
y e a rs  o ld .”

In th is  h o m e  g ro u p , b e re ft  o f 
la ce  B ib le  co v e rs , sk i vacatio n  p os
sib ilities , o r  farm  p rop erty , R aleigh  
g iv es  a ch a lle n g e . “W e a re  sh arin g  
th e  m in istry  o f  th e  b la ck  and th e  
w h ite  to g e th er . W e a re  ch a llen g in g  
th em  to  b e  open  and to  g e t  m o re  
involved in cross-cu ltu ral m in istries. 
S o , e sp ecia lly  you b ro th e rs  and s is 
te r s  o f  th e  d a rk e r  h u e , w h en  you 
s e e  th o se  v o lu n teers  co m e , you 
m ake it you r b u sin ess  to love th em ."

A co n sp iracy  is  unveiling. 
R ale igh  W ash in g ton  and G len  
K eh re in  d o n ’t e n c o u ra g e  ch u rch  
g ro u p s to  co m e  to C h ica g o  ju st 
b e c a u se  th ey  n eed  people to sw eep, 
c lean , paint, o r  o rg anize. They want 
to in trod u ce two gro u p s w ho have 
b e en  s tra n g e rs  fo r too long. T w o  
g ro u p s that will inevitably learn  to 
love e a c h  o ther. N eb rask a  farm ers 
w ho now co m e  b ack  to C h icag o  and 
visit, and b lack  fam ilies w ho, never 
having seen  th e  o th e r  s id e o f C h ica
g o , now tak e  a w eek ’s  vacation  on a 
N eb rask a  farm . T w o  gro u p s w ho, if 
R aleigh  and G len  h ave an yth ing  to 
do with it, will b e co m e  one.

lided, th e  o c ca s io n  fo r  tru e  racia l reco n 
cilia tion  to o k  p lace.

T h e y  read ily  ad m it th a t th e ir  w ork 
w ould b e  im p ossib le  w ithout e a c h  other. 
B u t m o re  im p ortan t, th e ir  lives would b e  
im p ov erish ed  w ithout e a ch  other. E m 
bed d ed  in o n e  o f  th e  p o o rest se c tio n s  o f 
th e  w o rst s id e  o f th e  m o st racially  te n se  
c ity  in th e  co u n try , th e  K eh re in s  and th e  
W ash in g to n s m ad e a  co m m itm en t to 
e a c h  o th e r  in  o rd e r  to ta k e  a  sp ecia l 
d ream  to  th e  A ustin  d istric t o f  C h icago .

L e ss  th an  10 y e a rs  later, th e  evi
d e n ce  o f  th e ir  w ork  is  stu n nin g . W ith in  
sh ou tin g  d istan ce  o f  th e  notoriou s Cabri- 
ni G ree n  H ou sin g  P ro je c t, C irc le  U rban 
M in istr ie s  re c o g n iz e s  th e  ch u rch  a s  th e  
trad ition al h u b  o f  p ow er in th e  b lack  
co m m u n ity  and w o rk s to  in trod u ce peo
p le to  C h ris t by sh ow in g  how  faith and 
h ard  w ork  can  m ak e  th e ir  lives b etter.

T h e y ’ve p u rch ased  m o re  th an  12 
slum  a p artm en t build ings and co n v erted  
th em  into  d e c e n t  a ffo rd ab le  h ou sin g . 
T h e y  o ffe r  s e r v ic e s  lik e  m ed ical aid, 
leg a l aid , su p p lem en tal ed u cation , food, 
c lo th in g , co u n se lin g , h o u sin g  reh abilita
tion , and yo u th  recrea tio n  and develop
m e n t  T h e  co m m u n ity  is  b eg in n in g  to 
tru s t  th em .

And rig h t a t th e  h e a rt o f  it a ll is  th e  
R o ck  o f  O u r Salvation  E van gelica l F re e  
C h u rch , a ro llick in g , go od  m u sic , solid 
p reach in g , get-up-and-get-involved kind 
o f  ch u rc h , th a t rem in d s its  b la ck  and 
w hite ch ild re n  so  o ften  th at C h rist died 
fo r th e ir  s in s , th ey  ca n ’t re m em b er th e  
firs t tim e th ey  h eard  i t

It ’s  two in th e  m o rn in g  at th e  d in n er 
tab le . E ven  R ale ig h 's  15th cup  o f co f
fe e  is  lo sin g  th e  pow er to k eep  him  

from  yaw ning. G len  lo o k s  o v er at h is 
friend, h is  pastor, and h is execu tiv e  supe
r io r  and sto p s h im  with a  g en tle  
rem in d er, “P astor, yo u ’ve g o t to  p reach  
fo r  an  h o u r in th e  m o rn in g  ..."

R aleigh  sto p s s h o r t  and c o c k s  h is 
h ead  in m o ck  in spiration  and c o rre c ts  
h im . “T W O  h o u rs  to m o rro w !" and h e 
slap s h is  arm  arou nd G len , lau ghing. It’s 
a  s c e n e  rem in isce n t o f  M artin  Lu th er 
K in g  J r . 's  d ream , th e  d ream  that is a real
ity a t C irc le  U rban  M in istries. “Som eday 
ch ild ren  o f fo rm er slave ow n ers and ch il
d ren  o f  fo rm e r s la v es  will b e  ab le  to sit 
down to g e th er ."

T h e y  will do b e tte r  th an  that. T h ey  
will stan d , s tre tc h  th e ir  le g s , and w ish 
e a c h  o th e r  a good  n ig h t’s  re s t. And 
th e n , th ey  will co n tin u e  th is  s to ry  
to m orro w . D

Ixiuralcc Mannes is a /reedance writ
er in Pasadena, Calif. (For more infor
mation about CUM, contact: Circle Urban 
Ministries, 1 IS North Central, t  hicago. 
IL  60644.)
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LETTERS NEXT TO THE LAST WORD

Rea d ers’Rig h t

Y our a rtic le  
“ A l l  O u r  C h i l 
d ren ,” [Feb ./M ar.
1991] h as serv ed  
a s  th e  b a s is  o f a 
lectu re  I delivered 
to m y G lobal E co l
ogy class . I  com 
m e n d  y o u  a n d  
W orld V ision  fo r b e in g  w illing to 
“stic k  you r n e c k  o u t” and deal with 
issu e s  th a t stin g  th e  m iddle-class 
ch u rch  in N orth  A m erica . T ru th  is 
often quite  unpopular— it w as tru e  in 
J e s u s ’ day and is  no le ss  tru e  today.

Ed Squiers, Director 
Randall Center fo r  

Environmental Studies 
Upland, IN

I ’m  su re  M ar
ian W rig h t Edel- 
m an is  ded icated  
in h e r  cru sa d e  fo r 
ch ild ren . Howev
er, a s  th e  foun d er 
o f th e  v ery  liberal 
Children’s  D efense 
F u n d — w h i c h  
according to F o cu s on th e  F am ily ’s 
Citizen m agazin e su p p orts fed eral 
day c a re  and sch o o l b ased  s e x  c lin ics  
and ten d s to sh a re  P lan n ed  P aren t
h oo d ’s  lib erta rian  p hilosop h y on  se x 
uality and ab ortio n — I serio u sly  
q u estio n  th e  in tegrity  o f  p resen tin g  
h e r  a s  a m od el in a C h ristian  m aga
zine.

Stephen C. Weber, Pastor 
St. Marys, PA

M o st ev an gelica l C h ristian s, if 
th ey  really  knew , w ould b e  v e ry  co n 
ce rn e d  abou t th e  C D F ’s  p osition  and 
w ork on teen  ag e  pregnancy, s e x  edu
cation , and ab ortion . C D F  m igh t lo ok  
good  b ased  upon a q u ick  ex tern a l

overview  (and I  do n o t doubt th at 
th ey  p rovide so m e m u ch  n eed ed  ser
v ice s  to ch ild ren  at risk ) b u t w hen 
you g e t rig h t down to it th ey  a re  n o t a 
pro-life organization  and in fa c t th ey  
a re  netw orking w ith th e  d ark  fo rce s  
o f pro-abortion  gro u p s in our nation.

I w ould h op e th at you would 
reco n sid er  you r re c e n t a rtic le , le t  
y ou r re a d e rs  know  w hat M arian  
W righ t E d elm an  and th e  C h ild ren ’s 
D efen se  Fu nd  really  stan d s for, and 
th e  n e x t tim e you d ecid e to featu re 
so m eo n e , p lease  tak e  a  c lo se r  lo o k  at 
th e  view s o f th a t p erso n  and/or 
organization. In  so  doing you will b et
te r  se rv e  you r co n trib u tors, you r 
cau se , and o u r Lord.

Terry R. Timm, Pastor 
Pittsburgh, PA

E d ito r’s  Reply:
We believe it is possible to salute 

the commitment o f  M arian Wright 
Edelman, the woman o f  compassion, 
the crusader fo r  American children, 
without necessarily endorsing all o f  
her personal philosophies or the way 
in which the Children’s Defense Fund 
deals with sexuality and abortion.

Mrs. Edelm an describes the mis
sion o f  her work in this way: “We must 
m ake it un-American fo r  any child to 
have to grow up poor, or without ade
quate health care, child care, food, 
shelter, or education. ”

Every Christian, every church in 
America should have no argument 
with that goal. To it we would add the 
responsibility o f  the body o f  Christ to 
share the message o f  God’s gift o f  sal
vation, and the need to personally 
claim  it, to A m erica’s needy children 
in words and deeds easily understood 
by them.

A s  always, we invite readers to 
respond to articles that encourage, 
challenge, or offend.

I’ve always enjoyed television spe
cia ls  th at take you “behind the 
sce n e s” to show  how  th e  special 

e ffe c ts  are  done. Likew ise, le t m e 
tak e  you “behind  th e  sce n e s” of 
th is issue.

F o r  exam ple, B o b  Seip le  visit
ed M yanm ar (see  facing  page) ju s t 
w eek s b efo re  th e  second  m o st 
devastating floods of th e  cen tu ry  
s tru ck  th e  A sian country. Som e
360 ,000  people w ere affected . W orld 
V ision  responded quickly with 
re lie f and rehabilitation  aid.

C lo ser to h o m e, W orld V ision  
w orks with ch u rch e s  and p artn er 
ag en cies  su ch  as C ircle  U rban M in
istries  o f C h icago  in th e  m in istry  o f 
recon cilia tion . C U M  is  h igh lig hted  
in o ur a rtic le  “C om p lem en tary  Col
o rs” b eg inn in g  on p age 18. T h e  
Com m unity o f H ope in W ashington, 
D .C ., th e  M em p h is Leadership  
Foundation in T e n n essee , and Fam 
ily Consultation S e rv ice s , Inc. in 
A tlanta are  b u t a few  o th er su ch  
vital m in istries with w hich  W orld 
V ision  is  p leased  to b e  identified.

No sp ecia l e ffe c ts ; ju s t  hard  
w ork! — Terry Madison
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In Your Spare

You Can Help 
Save Starving 
Children

o
T im e is a  precious 

commodity these days.
T hat’s why we’re all so 

careful about how we spend i t
W hy not use some of your spare 

time for something that counts?
Volunteer to become a World Vision 

Countertop Partner. I t ’s a simple but 
im portant way you can help hungry 
people throughout the world.

W hen you place th e  countertop  
displays in your neighborhood stores 
and restaurants, you’re giving others a 
ch an ce  to  give th e ir  
spare change to make a 
d iffe ren ce . Each tim e 
you collect the money, 
you are helping to care 
for hungry children and 
families.

It’s time well-spent! -

Yes/ Tell me more 
about becoming a 
Countertop Partner 
Volunteer.
Mail this coupon and w e’ll give you 

a call. Or call us today toll-free 

1-800-444-2522.

N am e_______________________________

Address. 

City------

S tate . Z ip .

My phoneI  (

Best time to call m e:_________________

M a il to: World Vision Countertop Partners 

P a s a d e n a , CA 91131-0151  w c i b i

WORLD VISION 
Helping People Care

FROM ROBERT A. SEIPLE, PRESIDENT

A  Se n s e  o f  T im in g

U nrestra in ed  jo y  accom panied  
th e  s ta tem en t,“W e didn’t  ex p ect 
you to co m e  so  quickly.” T w o  

ch u rch  lead ers  in M yanm ar [for
m erly  B u rm a] conveyed  th e  sam e m e s 
sa g e  d u ring  th e  last day o f  o u r v is it  O u r 
p re se n ce  and in ten t to s ta r t a h ealth-care 
m in istry  in th is  trou bled  land su rprised  
th e  C h ristian  lead ersh ip  o f M yanm ar.

A pparently th ey  assu m ed  th at it w as 
too  so on  sin ce  “th e  d ifficu lties," that 
eu p h em ism  th ey  u se  to fo cu s th e  pain o f 
th e  last th re e  years . N o o n e  is q u ite  su re  
th o se  “d ifficu lties” a re  over, bu t th e  m em 
o rie s  o f  M yan m ar’s  m o st re c e n t national 
trau m a a re  deeply  e tch ed  on th e  m inds of 
th e  people.

W e have se e n  th e  situation unfold 
m any tim es  around th e  w orld. G rass 
ro o ts  d em o cracy  m ovem en ts appeal to 
so m eth in g  in h eren t in ea ch  individual. 
H op es and d ream s pour o u t into th e  
s tre e ts . S tu d en ts, em b old en ed  by youth
ful idealism  and hop ing to  se c u re  a  b e tte r  
fu tu re, lead  th e  d em onstration s.

T h e  arm y is  su m m on ed. A n g er 
m ix es  w ith fear, ign iting  a  h o lo c a u s t F ire  
pow er re d u ce s  youthful optim ism  to 
p ools o f  blood.

W e saw it at T ian an m en  Squ are. W e 
held o u r b rea th  at Red S q u are  until th e  
Soviet tan k s retreated . In M yanm ar, up
ward o f  10 ,000  people, including young 
sch o o l ch ild ren , w ere killed b efore  th e  
sh ootin g  stopped. A h elp less su llen n ess 
replaced  m utinous rage. F ea r  diluted their 
righ teou s indignation. A  resen tfu l silen ce  
fell o ver th e  land, and in th is co n tex t cam e 
th e  h op e o f  an opp ressed  people, “W e 
didn’t ex p e ct you to co m e so  quickly."

It would b e  easy  to allow  o u r co rp o 
rate  e g o  to tak e  over. W orld V ision  lik es  
to b e  first. W e a re  know n for p ushing th e  
lim its o f  accep tab le  risks. R esp on siven ess 
is a c o re  value. W e have a b ias for action , 
esp ecia lly  w hen we d iscern  vulnerable 
people, p oor people w ho need to w itness 
and e x p erien ce  s ig n s  o f  hope.

W e should  b e  th ere , and o th er  agen 
c ie s  should  follow. T h e  tru th , how ever, is 
th at no o n e  in W orld V ision  w as even 
thinking about M yanmar. We had 9 6  o th er 
co u n tries to w orry  about. R eso u rces w ere 
already stretch ed . R ecession  had p erm e
ated an already dysfunctional world. This 
w as a tim e to  keep  o u r head down, ey es  
forw ard. R each in g  out tow ards so m e
th in g  new, w h ere  m arketin g  would be 
p roblem atical at b est, in a p lace w h ere  
hum an righ ts had taken  an exten d ed  h ol
iday, m ade no pragm atic se n se  at all.

B u t th ree  years ago, ju s t b efo re  “th e 
d ifficu lties” began , a K an sas b u sin ess
m an and h is wife stopped o ff in M yanm ar 
during an extended  around-the-world trip. 
T h e y  b are ly  g o t out in tim e. Students 
w ere  alread y rioting in th e  stre e ts . T h e  
m ilitary  w as on th e  m ove. T h e  a irp orts 
w ere abou t to  c lo se  and ugly ru m ors 
b eg an  to run  ram pant th rou gh  th e  city of 
Rangoon.

It certa in ly  w asn 't th e  b e s t  p art o f  a 
four-m onth holiday. Actually, it tu rned  out 
to b e  th e  w o rs t  P o o r accom m od ation s, 
lousy food, th e  o p p ression  o f a police 
sta te , and a p rem atu re ex it ch aracterized  
th e  v is it  S o  it w as som ew hat su rprising 
w hen th is  coup le recen tly  linked up with 
W orld V ision , d esiring  to  b e co m e  p art
n e rs  in a  m in istry  focu sed  on th e  p oor 
and th e ir  ch ild ren  in M yanm ar.

Surprising, but not strange. T h is  cou
ple had b een  m aterially b lessed  and want
ed to retu rn  a portion  o f that b lessin g  to 
o th ers . Solution-oriented  people, they 
realized that they had to b e  “in th e  ring" if 
th e  p ro b lem s w ere to b e  solved. T h ey  
replaced  m oral b reast-b eatin g  and o th er 
fo rm s o f pontification with doing. Th ey  
understood com passion  a s  som ething  
o th e r  than a sp ecta to r sp ort. Th ey  
b rou gh t an en trep ren eu ria l spirit to on e 
o f  th e  m ost co m p lex  p roblem s on earth , 
th e recon ciliation  o f a people who had 
m ost recen tly  looked at o n e  an oth er from 
both sid es o f a K alashnikov rifle.

“W e didn't exp ect you to co m e so 
quickly." N either did we! But so m etim e 
b efore  M yanm ar erupted into ch aos. God 
w as already planting th e seed s  o f  so lu 
tion, touch in g  th e  h ea rts  ol (xniple who 
would b e  bold en ou gh , and obedient 
en ou gh , to b e h is hands, in h is lim ing, in 
a p lace  w h ere God had b een  long b efo re  
any o f us. "I

i me
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W Your church can perform a ^
modern-day miracle!

A  long time ago, "  '

Jesus fed thousands using just a few 
loaves of bread and a couple fish. With 

food from one boy, He met the needs 

of an enormous crowd.

Today, with 40,000 children 

dying every day of hunger, we need 

another m iracle. Our churches can 

be the place where miracles begin.

Last year, more than 2,000 

churches like yours used these loaves 

and raised over $600,000 to feed 

hungry children. That money helped 

thousands of families survive. It 

helped to change their future.

Through participating in World 

Vision’s Love Loaf program your

church will care 

for the hungry, as Jesus 

taught. In the process, the 

lives of your congregation will also be 

changed. Members will experience 

God’s joy in sharing. Children will 

learn compassion. All will share the 

fellowship of caring together for those 

who suffer.

Part of the money raised can also 

go to your own church projects. World 

Vision provides the Love Loaves at no 

cost to you.

Call or write today to order 

your Love Loaves or ask for more 
information.

Miracles can begin here!

Yes! I want to begin the Love Loaf program in my church.
□  Please send u s_______ loaves (one per household).

□  We plan to distribute them on (date)_________________ .

□ Please send me a sample Love Loaf and more information.

□  Please call me.

N am e-________________________________________________

Position. 

Church _ 

Address _

City____

Phone _L

State - Zip _

WORLD VISION 

Pasadena, CA 91131-0141 

1-800-444-2522
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B Y  K A R E N  E. K L E I N  
A N D  S T E P H E N  A .  S C A U Z I L L O

B RUNO L op ez wonders how long his family will be able to stay on 
the small farm  that has been his home fo r  60 years on the out- 

| skirts o f  Tijuana, Mexico. His extended fam ily o f  17 scrapes 
out a living growing cilantro, onions, spinach, and corn on 

their small acreage.
But Lopez’ age-old pepper trees have begun to dry up and die. His 

crops are small and sometimes the harvest doesn’t come in at all. Three 
o f  his eight groundwater wells have dried up and five smell bad and look 
suspect.

The Lopez farm  lies in the shadow o f  a huge complex o f  internation
ally owned assembly plants called “Industrial City. ” A few years ago, a 
greasy-looking new stream appeared on Bruno Lopez’ land. It trickles 
from  the factories directly across his property, sometimes running bright 
blue and sometimes dull green.

“My children are sick all the time. They never used to get sick, ” Lopez 
complains. Although the fam ily no longer drinks the ground water they 
relied on fo r  decades, they still use it to irrigate their crops, water their 
livestock, wash their clothes and dishes, and bathe in.

Lopez’ neighbor, 58-year-old Francisco Diaz Hernandez, is selling his 
ranchito and plans to leave. “Now that the factories are here, this is no



place fo r  a fa rm ,” Hernandez says. He 
reaches into a  water trough fo r  his cows. 
On the bottom, he dredges up solid brown 
sludge.

“This used to be clear. There was 
never anything on the bottom, ” he says.

He has asked government officials 
and a television reporter i f  his water can 
be tested fo r  contamination, but so fa r  
nothing has been done. “Sometimes I  am  
afraid to stay here,"he says.

A  re c e n t environm en tal su rvey  
asked  several U .S . e lem en tary  
sch o o l ch ild ren , “W h e re  do 
you th in k  all th e  trash  
> g o es?” T h e  q uestion  elicited  a 

telling resp o n se  from  one second-grader, 
w ho w rote, ‘T o  co u n tries  lik e  M e x ico .” 
U nfortunately, sh e  w as c lo se r  to th e  
m ark  than  m any A m erican s realize.

W ith  landfill sp ace  b eco m in g  
scarcer, fe e s  fo r dum ping in creasin g , 
federal regu lation s tigh ten in g , and W est
e rn e rs  m o re  w ary  o f  th e  h ea lth  d an gers 
o f trash  and to xin s, w aste  sh ip m en t com 
p anies and m anu facturing  g ian ts  are  
dum ping —  b oth  legally  and illegally  —  
o u r g a rb a g e  on th e  T h ird  W orld.

W h e th e r  th ey  build facto ries  in b o r
d er tow ns lik e  T iju an a  (w h ere th e re  are  
few  en vironm en tal reg u la tio n s and even 
few er re so u rc e s  to  en fo rce  th e m ), o r pay 
developing co u n trie s  to a ccep t ship
m en ts  o f  to x ic  w aste , m u ch  o f th e  W est
e rn  w orld is  u sin g  th e  T h ird  W orld a s  a 
dum ping ground. E n viro n m en talists  ca ll 
it  “to x ic  te rro r .”

“In  th e  U .S . it [Third  W orld w aste 
shipping] really  is  th e  sta tu s quo, and 
E u rop ean  co u n tries are  try in g  to expand 
on it ,” says J im  V allette, co ord in ator of 
th e  anti-w aste-trade cam p aign  fo r th e  
en vironm en tal group  G reen p eace . T h e  
o rganization  estim a tes  th a t d ea lers  have 
shipped m o re  th an  5 m illion to n s  o f 
w aste  to  th e  developing w orld s in ce  
1986.

A m erican s alone g en e ra te  2 0 0  m il
lion to n s o f g a rb a g e  annually. M o st co l
le c t  it in trash  can s, put it out on th e  curb  
e v e ry  w eek, and fo rg et it.

B u t th e  k itch e n  scrap s, food w rap
p ers , and ju n k  m ail don’t g o  away. 
H ou sehold  g a rb a g e  p iles up, along with 
p o ison ou s ch em ica ls  and industrial 
w aste. W h e re  d o es it all go? In th e  p ast 
d ecad e, th e  U nited  
S ta tes  h a s  lo st 70  per
ce n t o f its design ated  
landfill cap acity  b e 
cau se  o f la ck  o f  sp ace 
and tig h ter  regu la
tion s on estab lish in g  
new  landfills. A long 
with that, a  “not-in- 
m y-backyard” m en-

N”

In Tijuana, 
Mexico many 

families use these 
barrels that 

once contained 
toxic chemicals 

to  carry and 
store water 

fo r bathing and 
cooking.

tality h a s  spread throu gh 
th e  country.

B u t th e  trash  h as to 
g o  som ew h ere, and th at’s 
w h e r e  w a s t e  t r a d in g  
co m e s  in. No on e seem s 
to c a re  w hen th e  dump is 
located  in so m eon e e lse ’s 
b a c k y a r d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
w hen th at yard happens 
to b e  h a lf a  w orld away.

Dr. Edwin R. Squ iers, 
d irecto r o f th e  Randall 
C en ter  fo r  E nvironm en tal 
S tu d ies  at T ay lo r U n iversity  in Indiana, 
te lls  h is  C h ristian  c o lle g e  stu d en ts that 
attitude is anti-B iblical. “W e are  ch arg ed  
with loving our n eig h bo rs as w e love our
se lves. I w ouldn’t put th is  g arb ag e  in m y 
own b ackyard , so  how  can  I fo is t it o ff  on 
so m eo n e  e lse ? ” a sk s  S q u iers.

B u t th a t’s  exactly  w hat is  b e in g  
done. T h e  O rganization  o f E co n o m ic 
Cooperation and D evelop m ent estim ates 
th a t in 1987, in ternation al w aste disposal 
w as a $20-billion-a-year b u sin ess. Instead 
o f paying up to $ 3 5 0  p er ton  to d ispose o f

o one seems 
to care 

when the dump 
is located in 

someone else’s 
backyard.

w aste in th e  U nited 
S ta tes , garb ag e com pa
n ies  p ack  and ship 
large am ounts o f refu se 
to developing coun
tries, paying th em  as 
little as $40  p er ton to 
accep t th e ir  cargo.

F ar-o ff p laces like 
G onaives, H aiti; Cato 
R idge, Sou th  A frica; 
K oko , N igeria, and 
B e iru t have b eco m e 
re ce p ta c le s  fo r trash  

produced in th e  W estern  world. In T iju a 
na, res id en ts  regu larly  co llec t w ater for 
w ash in g  and b ath in g  in larg e  m etal 
d ru m s th a t o n ce  contain ed  U .S.-m ade 
h azardou s ch em ica ls.

F o r  m any developing coun tries, th e  
o ffer o f m illions o f  d ollars is h ard  to turn 
down —  even  w h en  h azardou s strin gs 
a re  a ttach ed . O n e firm  o ffered  th e  sm all 
W est A frican  co u n try  o f G u inea-B issau  
an annual in com e fo u r tim es  its  g ro ss  
national p rod u ct to d isp o se o f 15 m illion 
to n s o f E u rop ean  to x ic  w aste. T h e
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C o n g o , th e  B a h a m a s , and G u yan a h ave 
e a c h  re ce iv e d  sim ila r  o ffe rs  b u t h ave 
r e je c te d  th em .

T h e  p oo rly  reg u la ted  in tern atio n al 
c o m p a n ie s  th a t o p en  up a sse m b ly  p lan ts 
a lo n g  th e  U .S .-M e x ic o  b o rd e r  g e n e ra te  
h u n d red s  o f  th o u sa n d s o f  to n s  o f  haz
ard o u s w aste  e v e r y  year, re su ltin g  in 
co n tam in atio n  o f  su r fa c e  and gro u n d  
w ater and  a ir  and land re so u rc e s . B u t 
th e  M e x ica n  g o v e rn m e n t h a s  e n co u r
ag ed  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  fa c to rie s , 
ca lled  maquiladoras, b e c a u se  th e y  p ro
v id e b ad ly  n ee d e d  jo b s  and a  shot-in -the- 
a rm  fo r  th e  M e x ic a n  econom y.

E c o n o m ic s  p ro fe sso r  V ic to r  C astil
lo , w ho stu d ies  th e  e co lo g y  o f  th e  b o rd er  
a re a  in  th e  S an  D ieg o -T iju an a  reg io n , 
e s tim a te s  th a t  o nly  10  p e rc e n t o f  th e  
m o re  th an  5 0 0  maquiladoras o p eratin g  
in T iju a n a  h av e fully co m p lied  w ith envi
ro n m en ta l law s. F re q u e n t to x ic  sp ills  
p lag u e th e  m o d e rn  fa c to r ie s  th a t a re  
b u ilt sm a c k  up a g a in st sad  colonias, 
d e n se ly  p ack ed  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  w h ere  
w o rk e rs  and  th e ir  fam ilies  live in  sh a c k s  
w ith ou t ru n n in g  w ater o r  electricity .

M u ch  o f th e  w aste  p ro d u ct from  th e  
fa c to r ie s  en d s  up in th e  T iju a n a  River, 
w h ich  flow s th ro u g h  th e  c ity  o f  8 5 0 ,0 0 0  
p eop le  in a  co n c re te  ch a n n e l ch o k ed  
w ith  o ld  tire s , ro ttin g  g a rb a g e , and plas
t ic  b a g s . T h e  w aste -treatm en t plants 
b u ilt to  h an d le  th e  w aste  w ater a re  fre 
q u en tly  in op erative, so  b e a c h e s  so u th  o f 
S a n  D ieg o  a r e  o ften  c lo se d  due to co n 
tam in ation  from  th e  riv er’s  outflow.

In te rn a tio n a l w aste  sh ipp in g  and 
th e  e x p o r t  o f  p ollu tin g  in d u stries  tak e  
th e ir  to ll m ain ly  o n  th e  p o o r p opulations 
o f  th e  T h ird  W orld . T h e  lo s e rs  a re  th e  
eco n o m ica lly  and  p olitica lly  p o w erless, 
p eop le  lik e  B ru n o  L op ez, w ho h ave th e  
m isfo rtu n e  to  live and d ie  in p la ce s  like 
T iju a n a , P o rt-au -P rin ce , and  B a n g k o k . 
“T h e y ’r e  n o t em p ow ered  to  m ak e  th e  
c h o ic e  (ab ou t w h e th e r  to  a c c e p t w aste  
sh ip m e n ts). T h e y  m ay n o t b e  ab le  to 
read  and th e y  m ay  b e  d e sp era te  fo r for
e ig n  c u r re n c y  so  th ey  ca n  bu y fo od ,” 
s a y s  S q u iers .

L a st M a rc h , an  
ex p lo sio n  and  fire  
to re  th ro u g h  th e  
K lo n g  T o e y  p o rt co m 
p lex  and  sh an tytow n  
in B a n g k o k , w h ere  
th e  c ity ’s  p o o rest 
slu m  d w ellers m ak e  
th e ir  h o m e s  o u t o f  
scrap  w ood and ca rd 
b o ard . T h e  m ak esh ift 
sh a c k s  lit up lik e  
m a tc h b o x e s , k illin g  
five re s id e n ts  and tu rn in g  th e  e n tire  
co m m u n ity  in to  b la ck e n e d  c in d e rs  in a 
m a tte r  o f  h o u rs. T h e  sp o n tan eo u s ch e m 
ical exp losio n  engu lfed  a la rg e  pile o f oxi
dized  p h o sp h o ro u s, w h ich  w as 
im p ro p erly  sto red  o u t in th e  open . 
B e c a u s e  n o  re c o rd s  a re  k ep t o f  haz
ard o u s w aste  sto red  at th e  p o rt, no  o n e  
k n o w s fo r su re  how  th e  c h e m ic a ls  got 
th e re . M o re  th an  1 ,000  d estitu te  res i
d en ts  o f  K lo n g  T o e y  w ere  treated  for 
s o re  th ro a ts , resp ira to ry  p ro b lem s, sk in  
r a sh e s , n au sea , and v om itin g  in th e  days 
a fter th e  fire. E ig h t died o f  com p lication s 
in th e  m on th  a fte r  th e  exp lo sio n .

Patfana C h o om b o n  M ai, a 9-year-old 
g irl w ho lived in K lo n g  T o ey  with h er  
g ran d m oth er, g a th ered  up h er  18-month- 
old b ro th e r  w hen s h e  h eard  th e  first 
b la s ts  o f  th e  exp lo sio n . “1 kn ew  we had 
to g e t  out o f th e re  a s  q u ick ly  a s  we could  
b e c a u se  already so m e  o f th e  h o u ses  
w ere  b u rn in g , and th e re  w as a  te rr ib le  
sm ell in th e  air. I co u ld n ’t b re a th e  very  
w ell,” th e  g irl reca lls . "T h e n  a p iece  o f 
b u rn in g  m ateria l fell on m y head . It 
b u rn ed  m y h ead , and it h u rt so  badly. 1 
tried  to  b ru sh  it o ff, but 1 had to hold on 
to  my b aby b ro th er. Finally I got it off, 
but I w as in a g rea t deal o f  p ain ."

A long with th e  h o m e le ssn e ss  and

W ipa J indare t  
worries about the 

health o f  her 
young children 

after the explo
sion and fire at 

Klong Toey: “The 
smell was very 

bad. M y  youngest 
son couldn't stop 
coughing the first 
night I was afraid 

he might die."

th e  in itial illn e sse s , m any q u estio n s 
rem ain  u n answ ered  ab ou t th e  long-term  
e f fe c ts  o f  th e  K lo n g  T o e y  tragedy. W ipa 
J in d a re t  w o rries  ab o u t th e  h ealth  o f  h e r  
y o u n g  ch ild ren . “T h e  sm ell w as v ery  
bad , it w as d ifficu lt to b rea th e . M y 
y o u n g est son  w as o nly  th re e  m o n th s old 
at th e  tim e. T h e  first n igh t, h e  co u ld n ’t 
stop  co u g h in g . I w as afraid h e  m ight die. 
H e developed a  rash  w hich  lasted  fo r 
th re e  d ays and h e  still c o u g h s  frequ en t
ly," sh e  says.

In th e  g lo bal w aste  trad e, th e  m o st 
a ttractiv e  du m ping g ro u n d s a re  th e 
co u n tries  that a re  th e  least industrialized 
and co n seq u en tly  h ave th e  few est 
r e so u rc e s  with w hich  to  p rop erly  treat 
and d isp o se  o f  g arb ag e . In A ugust 1986, 
a U .S . com p an y h ired  th e  carg o  ship  
K hian S e a  to d isp o se  o f 14 ,000  to n s o f 
m unicipal ash  from  Philadelp hia. It 
u n su ccessfu lly  tried  to dum p th e  carg o  
on a B ah am ian  island and th en  b egan  to 
w and er th e  C arib b ean , lo ok in g  fo r a 
p lace  to  unload.

T h e  K hian S ea  landed at th e  |x>rt o f 
G o n aiv es in Haiti in 1987, w hen* it loft 
about 4 ,0 0 0  to n s o f th e  a sh , labeled  as 
fertilizer, at a fo rm e r sh ipp ing dock . 
B e fo re  it could  fin ish  unloading, how ev
er, go vern m en t o fficia ls  ord ered  it to halt
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and it fled th e  port. T h e  
p o te n t ia l ly  d a n g e r o u s  
waste still sits on the beach.

O n e o f th e  la test 
w ays o f shipping to xic 
peril o verseas is to wrap it 
in  a n eat p ack ag e and 
label it “recy c la b le ,” says 
Ja n  H uism an, o f  th e  Unit
ed  N ations In tern ation al 
R eg istry  o f  Potentially  
T o x ic  C h em ica ls. M o re  
than  60  p erce n t o f re ce n t w aste  trad e 
p rop osals h e  h a s  review ed cla im  so m e 
recy clin g  angle.

‘T h e  ex p o rt o f n on -ferrou s m eta ls 
to A sia is  really m assiv e ,” h e  says. 
“T h e r e  are  sm e lte rs  in  Taiw an w h ere  
o d ors and fu m es rea ch  sch o o ls  down
wind and th ey  have had to c lo se  th e  
sch o o ls  b ecau se  k id s have b een  found to 
have ex trem ely  h igh  levels o f  lead  in 
th e ir  b lood .” H igh levels o f  lead  expo
su re  in ch ild ren  lead s to brain  dam age 
and low ered in te llig en ce . In sev ere  
c a se s , it can  even  ca u se  retard ation .

“T h e  B ib le  says th a t th e  s in s  o f  th e  
fa th ers  w ill b e  vested  on th e  ch ild ren , to 
th e  th ird  and fo u rth  g en e ra tio n s ,”

S q u iers  says. “S om e
w h ere  along th e  line, 
so m eo n e  will pay for 
th e se  kinds o f ab u ses. 
It’s  alw ays w rong to 
befoul G od’s c rea tio n .” 

D esp ite  th e  attrac
tion o f foreign  capital, 
so m e developing coun
tries  a re  listen in g  to th e  
fears  o f th e ir  resid en ts, 
se e in g  th e  h ealth  prob

lem s th at g o  along w ith accep tin g  W est
e rn  refu se , and actin g  to stem  th e  
p roblem . In  1990, 83  coun tries banned 
w aste im ports.

T h is  year, A frica’s  environm ental 
m in isters adopted a treaty  m akin g  it ille
ga l to ship  h azardou s and n u clear w aste 
into th e  A frican co n tin en t. Sou th  A frica 
is  th e  only co u n try  in A frica th a t now 
allow s th e  im p ortation  o f w aste. A ccord 
in g  to G re en p eace , co m p an ies in  Sou th  
A frica regu larly  accep t m ercu ry  w aste 
from  E u rop e and th e  U nited  S ta tes .

V allette n otes that w hile 83 develop
ing countries have banned w aste im ports, 
only two on th e  W estern  side o f th e  w aste 
trade have m oved to ban  exp orts: Italy

and Norway. “T h e  re s t have an open door 
regard ing  w aste,” Vallette says.

M any environm ental organizations 
hop e to se e  all w aste ex p o rts  banned , 
and are  supporting leg islation  cu rren tly  
in C o n g ress  th at would p rohibit U .S . par
ticipation in th e  w aste  trad e. □

Bruno Lopez’ wife continues to wash 
the fam ily’s clothing in a tub on her back 
porch. Farmhand Robert Monroy waters a 
donkey at the mysterious stream that flows 
from  Industrial City over the hill onto 
Lopez’ farm . He pulls a wooden plank 
from  the top o f  a  well to show a curious 
visitor the white particles floating on top o f  
the groundwater about 15 feet down. “The 
animals drink this water and nothing bad 
has happened to them," he says hopefully.

Outside o f  Francisco Diaz Hernan
dez’ farm  hangs a  sign: Se Vende Este 
Rancho — “This Farm  For Sale. ”

“We’re getting out o f  this area ,” he 
says. “I f  you don’t have water, you don’t 
have a  farm . I

Karen E. Klein is a  free-lance writer 
living in Monrovia, Calif. Stephen A. 
Scauzillo is an environmental writer.

I
n 1987, inter
national waste 

shipping was a 
$20-billion-a- 
year business.

W h a t You C an Do
I f  you ’re  c o n cern ed  abou t th e  

exp o rtin g  o f g arb ag e  to th e  T h ird  
W orld, h e re  a re  so m e  re so u rc e s  fo r 
m o re  in form ation  ab ou t th e  issu e  and 
fo r tak in g  action :

• G et a b ib lica l p ersp ective on 
stew ardship  o f th e  earth . T h r e e  C h ris
tian  o rg anization s th at provide litera
tu re  and th eo lo g ica l gu id elin es on th e  
en vironm en t are: T h e  N orth  A m erican  
C o n feren ce  on C h ristian ity  and E co lo 
gy, P.O. B o x  14305, San  F ra n c isco , CA 
94114 ; th e  Au S a b le  Institu te  o f  Envi
ron m en tal S tu d ies, 7 5 2 6  S u n se t T ra il 
N .E ., M an celon a , M I 49 6 5 9 ; and th e  
C h ristian  N ature F ed era tio n , P.O. B o x  
33000 , F u llerto n , CA 92633 . T ay lo r 
U n iversity ’s  Randall C en ter  fo r  Envi
ron m en tal S tu d ies d o es o u treach  and 
re se a rc h  on g lo bal, reg ion al, and local 
environm en tal issu es : 500  W. R ead e 
A ve., Upland, IN 46989-1001 .

• In v estigate  th e  c u rren t leg isla 
tion, au th ored  by U .S . Rep. Ed  T ow n s, 
th at w ould ban  U .S . particip ation  in 
sh ip m en ts o f w aste o verseas. En viron 
m en tal g ro u p s th a t opp ose w aste-trad
in g  are  ask in g  su p p o rters  o f th e  bill 
(Tow ns’ W aste E x p o rt and Im p ort P ro 
hibition  A ct, H .R. 2580 ) to w rite th e ir  
sen a to rs  and rep resen ta tiv es abou t it.

• F ind  out m o re  ab ou t th e  eco lo 
gy  o f  th e  U .S . b o rd e r  a re as . T w o  
re se a rc h  gro u p s studying in d u stry ’s 
e ffe c ts  a lo n g  th e  b o rd er  are : T h e  B o r
d er E co lo g y  P ro je c t, P.O. B o x  5 , N aco, 
AZ 8 5 6 2 0 ; and th e  T e x a s  C en ter  fo r 
P o licy  S tu d ies, P.O. B o x  2618 , A ustin, 
T X  78768.

• B e in g  a co n serv a to r o f creation  
s ta r ts  a t h om e. S o r t  and re cy c le  you r 
ow n g a rb a g e  and cu t down on th e  
am ou nt o f  trash  g o in g  in to  o u r land
fills. G e t involved w ith lo ca l grou p s 
th a t a re  try in g  to m ak e  a d ifferen ce  in 
you r own n eigh borh ood . B u y  recy cled  
p ro d u cts and p ro d u cts th a t a re  b io 
d egrad ab le  and le s s  harm fu l to  th e  
en vironm en t.

W hat W e’re D oing
W orld V ision  s ta ff  m em b ers , w ho 

w ork w ith th e  p oor and disenfran
ch ise d  w orldw ide, frequ en tly  s e e  th e  
afterm ath  o f cro ss-b o rd er dum ping on 
T h ird  W orld populations. M in isterin g  
in shantytow ns p erch ed  on th e  ed g es 
o f trash  dum ps and in th e  crow ded, 
dirty  slu m s th a t a re  h o m e to m any 
peop le in th e  w orld’s  la rg e s t c ities , 
h e r e  are  so m e o f th e  w ays W orld 
V isio n  is  co n fro n tin g  th e  p roblem :

• In  th e  Philipp ines, a program  
in th e  p lanning s ta g e s  called  “U rban 
A dvance” will ad d ress p ro b lem s relat
in g  to th e  slum  co m m u n ities o f 
m etropolitan  M anila. R esid en ts  th ere  
a re  profoundly a ffected  b o th  by 
g a rb a g e  from  th e  in tern atio n al w aste 
trad e and b y  pollution gen erated  
inside th e ir  own country. Insu rin g  
clean  drin king  w ater, stem m in g  th e  
sp read  o f d isease , and en cou rag in g  
p ro p er w aste  d isposal will b e  
param ount co n c e rn s  o f  th e  new  pro
g ram  w hich h a s  a b road  com m unity 
focu s.

• F ro m  A frica to  A sia, Latin 
A m erica , and th e  M idd le E a st, W orld 
V isio n  p ro je c ts  provide c lean  drinking 
w ater to people w ho o th erw ise  would 
b e  exp osed  to  d isease  and h ealth  risk s 
from  contam inated  water. In  hu ndreds 
o f  s ite s , W orld V ision  team s have 
drilled new  w ells to find untainted 
w ater fo r drin king  and co n stru cted  
in frastru ctu re  to pipe fresh  w ater into 
tow ns and v illages from  ru n nin g  
sp rin gs. In  dozens o f o th e r  areas, 
W orld V isio n  h a s  provided filters fo r 
w ater supplies. In  M ex ico , W orld 
V ision  h a s  provided testin g  fo r so m e 
n e ig h b o rh o o d s w h ere  ex istin g  w ater 
supplies are  believ ed  to b e  polluted o r 
tain ted  with b acteria .
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I IT U R N I N G  P O I N T S

W h o  is Really
P r ' i D R ?  BY OE88/E SHEPARDSON 
I  L y L / Z A .  WITH ANNA WATERHOUSE

I ' h e  b u s  I’m  o n  is  lik e  th e  U n ited  S ta te s . I t  is 
c lean , p lu sh , and q u ie t  T h e  p eop le un d er
stan d  e a c h  o th er, b o th  in lan g u ag e  and  cu l
tu re . I  fe e l sa fe  in sid e.

S till, I d idn ’t  c o m e  all th is  w ay ju s t  fo r  a  co m 
fo rta b le  b u s  rid e. I fo rc e  m y se lf to p e e k  o u t m y win
dow. O u tsid e  is  C airo , E gyp t. N eon  s ig n s  flash  
a d v e rtise m e n ts  in A rab ic . V en d ors h old  s tra n g e , 
filth y  fru its  and v eg e ta b le s . T a c k y  sh o p s a re  p las
te re d  w ith  E n g lish  s ig n s  h aw kin g  so u v en irs.

I  s e e  a  m a ss  o f  p eop le , th o u sa n d s o f  b o d ie s  
jo s tlin g  e a c h  o th e r  in an  o p en  m a rk e t. T h e  o d o rs  o f 
s tra n g e  s p ic e s  and  b u rn in g  m ea t assa il m e . O n all 
s id e s  I h e a r  th e  rat-tat-tat o f  A rab ic . H u n g ry  ch il
d ren  p u sh  th e ir  h an d s th ro u g h  m y window. An em a
c ia ted  d o g  d ra g s  so m e th in g  dead  a c ro s s  th e  s tre e t, 
leav in g  a  tra il o f  b loo d  and g u ts .

T h e n  it  h its  m e. I am  s tu c k  h e re . F o r  th e  n ex t 
s ix  w e e k s , I w ill b e  trav elin g  th ro u g h  sue T h ird  
W orld  co u n tr ie s  w ith  M in is try  o f  M o n ey  to  e x p eri
e n c e  a  little  o f  w h at th e  p o o r e x p e r ie n ce . B u t th is  
s tra n g e  w orld  o u t m y w indow  c lo s e s  in on  m e. I ’m 
o v erw h elm ed  b y  its  p o v erty  and  cro w d ed n ess . And 
a lth ou g h  I ’m  h e r e  to  g iv e  m y 17-year-old m ind so m e 
p ersp ectiv e  o n  th e  w ay “o th e r  p eop le” live, all I w ant 
to  d o is  h id e . I su d d en ly  fe e l v e ry  c lo se  to  th e  13 
o th e r  A m e rica n s  o n  th e  b u s.

T h a t ’s  th e  w ay I sp en d  th e  n e x t th re e  days—  
w an d erin g  th ro u g h  E gyp t, h id in g  in sid e  m y m ind 
and  m y g ro u p , se e in g  v e ry  little . I am  afraid  to le t 
m y se lf g o , afraid  th e  a n g e r  and d isg u st and so rro w  
will u ndo m e.

T h e n  I’m  sw ept into Sudan and a  re fu g ee  cam p. 
S o m e  o f th e  p eop le  h e r e  h ave w alked h u n d red s o f 
m ile s  to  e sc a p e  war. T h e y  a re  b eau tifu l. T h e y  d o n ’t 
b eg . T h e y  w ant to  h old  o u r h an d s o r  to u ch  u s. I am  
u n co m fo rta b le , b u t I le t th em  hold  m y h an d s. T h e y  
sh ow  u s  th e  h e a p s  o f  ru b b le  th ey  ca ll h o m e. S o m e 
o n e  in m y g ro u p  h an d s out can d y  b a rs , w h ich  d is
ap p ear a lm o st im m ediately . O n e  w om an, n otic in g  
h e r  p reg n an t frien d  h a sn ’t g o tten  a can d y  bar, g iv es 
up h e r  ow n, th o u g h  sh e  h e r s e lf  is  m aln ou rish ed .

A s th e  d ay s g o  by, m y co n fu sio n  grow s. I want 
so m e th in g  m o n u m en ta l to  happen. I want to accep t 
th e s e  p eop le a s  th ey  a cc e p t m e, yet 1 am  afraid  to 
to u ch  th em . I fee l m y se lf sh u ttin g  e v e ry th in g  out, 
and I h a te  m y se lf fo r it.

In K en ya , m y jo u rn e y  h a lf over, I w rite a poem :

Why is it, Lord, that I don't feel?
I ’ve seen wounds that only you can heal
and poverty no one should bear.
Yet it's hard for me to care.
I want to care; I want to love,
but instead I tend to push and shove.

I  don’t look into their hungry eyes
or brush away the many flies.
Instead, I look the other way
and wish I didn’t have to stay.
A wall goes up, and I ’m not there.
But God, I really want to care.

T h e  day w e leav e  fo r Ind ia, I s it  in  th e  air
p o rt and  cry . C a lcu tta  is  a sew er, I ’v e  b e e n  told. 
A fter th e  p lan e lan d s, a dyin g  b u s  ta k e s  u s to a  
d in gy  h o te l. P eo p le  co v ered  with b la n k e ts  lie 
lik e  s ta ck e d  c o rp se s  on  th e  sidew alk. M an ge- 
e a te n  d o g s  roam  freely . P u sh y  h an d s and h o s
tile  s ta re s  g r e e t  u s. T h e  a ir  is  h eavy  w ith h ea t 
and g rim e . M en  u rin ate  in s tr e e ts  alread y lined 
w ith m oldy sew ag e . T h e  o p p ression  is to u ch 
ab le , th e  people loud and re stle ss . I am  petrified 
and s ick .

T h e  n e x t m o rn in g  w e attend  M a ss  with th e  
M iss io n a ry  S is te rs  o f  C h arity  (M o th e r  T e r e s a ’s  
g ro u p ). W e e n te r  a  sm all, b a re  roo m  with a c r u 
c if ix  o n  o n e  en d  and open w indow s on  th e  
o ther. F ro m  th o se  w indow s I  h e a r  th e  sou n d s o f 
th e  w ak in g  city, so u n d s th at rem in d  m e o f th e  
b ed lam  ju s t  ou tsid e .

T h e  n u n s file  in , and  I m arv el at th em . In 
th e  m idst o f  th is  h ell, th ey  a re  ca lm . T h e y  begin  
to  sin g . T h e ir  v o ice s  a re  so  sw eet th at, fo r th e  
first tim e  in w eek s, I relax . I w atch th e ir  fa ce s  a s  
th ey  w orship . T h e y  a re  lo ok in g  up, e x p ress io n s  
full o f  love and joy.

I h e a r  a co m m o tio n  b y  th e  d o o r and turn 
arou n d . A  tiny, w rinkled  w om an ap p ears and 
h o b b le s  to  a  sto o l. I h e a r  w h isp ers  and g asp s. 
It’s  M o th e r  T e r e s a . W h at th is  sm all w om an h as 
accom p lish ed  in h e r  lifetim e m oves throu gh my 
m ind lik e  a litany.

M y d e fe n se s  co llap se . I’ve b e e n  in th is  for
eign  w orld a lm o st s ix  w eek s, try in g  to step  
arou nd th e  w re tch e d n e ss . Now I finally adm it 
that it is  I w ho am  poor. H ere , th e  only goal is  to 
re a ch  o u t to o th e rs  and to w orship  G od; w h ere
a s  I se t g o a ls  that a re  trivial and try  to m eet 
th em  at th e  e x p e n se  o f ev ery th in g  that is truly 
im p ortant. M y g o a ls  en slav e m e b e c a u se  1 have 
put th em  ab ov e carin g , and I let th em  drive m e.

T h e s e  w om en w ho sin g  so  beautifu lly  to 
my God have noth in g , yet they h ave e v ery 
th in g . And I rea lize  that it is n ot th e  pain o r  
n eed  o f o th e rs  I'v e b e en  afraid  to fee l. It is my 
ow n. f l

Debbie Shepardson, now 18, lives in Mary
land Heights, Mo. , and is currently an exchange 
student in Brazil.

M EUSSA SURER
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A h  UP OF COLD MILK

R O N  W IL S O N  
PHOTOS BY ERIC WHEATER"

residents of a 
Brazilian 
slumunite 
to make 
changes:

I piz Carlos Correia had sand in his shoes and a fire in 
his throat He had spent a long morning, under the 

Brazilian sun visiting families in an urban- 
pf |Jatal.^o he stopped at a'snack barf 

uuugm a botfle socKT, and sat-down. — * ^  *
Brazilian slums are called favelas, dnd most of the resi- 

dentsToiife from the sountrysidey-swpllmg. the cities 3® 
unmanageable proportions. The people bf Favela Sarney, 
howeverrhad been pushed out of another slum by a land 
developer. ...

So on a flat stretch of sand and grass used as a dunjp, 
they erected Shelters from scrap wood, plastic, .metal, and 
cardboard. Like thousands of squatter settlements sur-. 
rounding Third World cities, sewage ran through open

ditches, an occasional
Luiz Carlos Correia, le ft knows how to ask the questions 

that lead the powerless to enqmwerthemsqlves.

an
spigot suplpUectwater, and 
crude electrical wiring 
provided weak {gpgqKK^ 

A boy of about *§? bares* 
foot and wearing only a 
pair of stained blue 
shorts, approached Luft 
Carlos and politely asked 
if Luiz would buy him a 
glass of milk.

Strange, Luiz thought 
The government supplies 
milk for poor children.If 

[ ' the child lived in that 
favela, hfe mother should get 30 tickets a month? eaeh good 
for one glass of milk at a local distribution center.

When Luiz Carlos inquired, the owner of the snack bar 
explained.

“ We have a problem here,” -he said. “The president of 
our neighborhood association is fighting with the prgsident 
of the town council who is a friend of the man who controls, 
the milk tickets. That’s the way it is, Senor,” heshrugged. 
“He’s punishing oiir president by not giving ourjpeople their 
milk tickets.” B  B 8  wESm B H
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“So what have you done about it?” 
Luiz asked as a few of the neighbors 
came in.

They looked at each other, and final
ly one woman spoke. “Whartan we do? 
The community council is the only 
group that distributes the tickets.” They 
all nodded in agreement.

“Well, how many times have you 
gotten together to try and solve the 
problem? Have you met with the presi
dent of your neighborhowl association 
or the president of the council? Have you 
brought the two of them together?”

, This was exactly the kind of prob
lem I'Uiz liked to get his teeth in. As an 
urban coordinator for World Vision of 
Brazil, he had often seen situations like 
this.

“Do you know what the basic prob
lem is?” he challenged them. They 
shook their heads. “The problem is that

the milk is not theirs to do with aslh«y  
please. The government gives it tomfc. 
Why should you let them decide hqjfto 
distribute your milk?"

That stirred them, but Luiz Carlos 
knew it would take much more than that 
The Brazilian government has organized 
the slums into neighborhood^zedxesi-- 
dents' associations that belong to a town 
council. But many of the people, unedu
cated and unemployed, have never 
learned to make the system work for 
them. -

ost of the men in FaVeliTSlr- 
ney were biscateiros, unskilled 
workers who did whatever 

they could find—cleaning, painting, con
struction. If they made 3,000 cruzeiros a 
week, they were lucky. If the women 
brought home the same, a family might 
earn the equivalent of $60 to $70 a

month, enough for beans and rice for a 
family of four or five.

Many families, however, had six or 
eight children living in one- or two-room 
shanties. More children meant more 
income, because children could earn 
money on the street to help support the 
family. On any given day half of Favela 
Sarney's children could be found in the 
marketplace selling chewing gum or 
chocolatq, hanging around the docks, or 
eyeing the cameras kround the tourists' 
necks on Natal's beaches.

Luiz Carlos proposed they send a 
delegation to the neighborhood Associa
tion president's home. Poor Angelo! He 
must have wondered why this deter
mined group of citizens crowded into his 
patio that afternoon.

Actually, Angelo wasn't as poor as 
the* people who came ttTsee him. He 
worked half-time in the ministry of edu
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cation  and half-tim e w ith com m u nity  
affairs. H is h o m e w as a  step  o r  two up 
from  th o se  o f Fav ela  S a rn ey  resid en ts . 
B u t th ey  had e lec ted  h im  p resid en t 
b e ca u se  th ey  believ ed  h e  had th e ir  wel
fa re  in m ind.

Now, how ever, h e  w as on th e  d efen
sive. H e b ristled  a s  th ey  p resen ted  th e  
p roblem .

“W h at can  I  do? W h at can  I do?” H e 
th rew  h is  h an d s up and ta lked  loudly as 
m en in th a t p a rt o f  th e  co u n try  often  do. 
“I  am  th e  en em y  o f th e  p resid en t o f th e  
tow n co u n cil.”

“W e know ! W e know !” th ey  ch o 
ru sed . T h e n  so m eo n e  su g g ested  th ey  
ca ll th e  lo cal se c re ta ry  o f h ea lth . S o m e
o n e e lse  said  h e  had a  p assin g  acquain
tan ce  w ith th e  m an. Luiz C arlos w anted 
th e  lo ca l c h u rc h e s  to  b e  involved. So  
th ey  found a p asto r to  jo in  th em  and 
w en t to th e  h ealth  se c re ta ry ’s  o ffice  in 
th e  city.

f t  to o k  sev era l m o re  m eetin g s , b u t 
a s  Luiz gu ided  th em , th e  p eop le of 
F av ela  S a rn e y  b eg a n  to s e e  and 

u nderstand  th e  p ro cess . T h e y  had to 
w ork together. So m etim es th ey ’d have to 
con fro n t so m eo n e  e lse . B u t th ey  h ad  th e  
pow er to  so lve th e ir  ow n p rob lem s.

Finally, in  a  n o isy  p ublic m eetin g  
w ith th e  h ealth  se cre ta ry , th e  p resid en ts 
o f th e  tow n co u n cil and th e  n e ig h b o r
h ood  asso cia tio n  and th e  h ea d s  o f  th e  
m o th er’s  c lu b s  reso lv ed  th e  p roblem .

S u rp rised  and elated , th ey  le ft with 
th e  h ea lth  se c re ta ry ’s  p ro m ise : “I will 
sen d  in sp ecto rs  to m ak e  su re  th e  m ilk  is 
rea ch in g  y o u .”

T h e  com m u nity ’s  n e x t in ju stice  
a ffected  a few fam ilies w ho had “invad
ed ,” a s  th e  B raz ilian s , ...
call it, an  id le p iece  o f hjs “  s 
land and e re c te d  a  one of those 
patchw ork o f  flim sy who received
sh e lte rs . M o st land in government-
B razil is  in th e  h an d s provided milk.

o f a few. B u t th e  p oo r a re  b eg in n in g  to 
f ig h t b ack . In  th e  p ast 25  y ears , m ore 
th an  1 ,000  peop le h ave died o ver land- 
ow nership  co nflicts.

N o on e died in F av ela  Sarn ey , bu t 
late o n e n ight, w hile m o st w ere sleeping, 
th e  landow ner se n t a  sm all arm y o f m en 
w ith tru ck s  to bu lldoze th e  sh an ties . So , 
o n ce  again, Luiz C arlos called  th e  people 
to g e th e r  and gen tly  prodded them .

“You solved th e  m ilk  p ro b lem ,” h e  
said . “W h y ca n ’t  you w ork  to g e th e r  and 
do so m eth in g  abou t th is?”

A  n oisy  d iscu ssion  follow ed, and 
finally th ey  c h o se  a  d elegation  to go  to 
th e  go vern m en t-h o u sin g  agency. W h en  
th e  d irecto r w ouldn’t  rece iv e  th em , th ey  
m et again  and th is  tim e A ngelo  had  an 
idea: “I f  h e  w on’t  m e e t u s in  h is  o ffice , 
w e’ll have b rea k fa st w ith h im  a t h is  
h o u se .”

Luiz C arlos te lls  w hat happened: “At 
seven  in th e  m o rn in g , 2 0  p eop le gath 
ered  in fro n t o f th e  h o u se  o f  th e  h ou sin g  
d irecto r and b eg an  clapping th e ir  hands. 
It’s  a  well-to-do d istrict, and th e  n eigh 
b o rs  cam e out and ask ed  w hat w as go ing  
on. S o m e su g g ested , ‘L e t’s  g o  to th e

The jungle of p oliceb ecau se
squatter's huts th ey ’re  go ing
was replaced to invade th is
with neat m an’s  h o u se !’
rows of sturdy . _, ,
concrete block , , . .
houses. a lr e a d y  to ld

t h e  p o l i c e  
w hat w e planned to do and th ey  
had agreed .

“We rang th e  bell and finally 
th e  m an cam e and told  u s, ‘I 
ca n ’t  m eet w ith you now, b u t if 
you’ll co m e to m y o ffice  th is 
a ftern oon , I ’ll g ive you 30  m in
u te s .’

“W e ended up staying four 
h ou rs. H e g o t involved in th e  
ca se  and said h e ’d sen d  so m e
on e to c h e c k  into it. T h e  last 
tim e I h eard  th ey  w ere sen d in g  

an e n g in ee r  to s e e  w hat n eed ed  to b e  
done to m ake th e  a re a  safe  fo r th e  peo
ple.

“M y jo b  is  to h elp  th e  p oor help  
th em se lv es ,” Luiz C arlos says. “If  th ey  
m ove from  b e in g  dependent on u s ra th er 
th an  th e  g o v ern m en t, w e really  h aven ’t 
h elp ed  th em . T h e y  h ave th e  re so u rc e s  
b u t th ey  don’t  know  how  to  u se  th em .”

J B  s h o r t  tim e after th e  m ilk  tic k e ts  
w ere  re tu rn ed  and th e  sh an ties 

a r m  reb u ilt, a  kindly p olitical wind 
blew  on  th e  op p ressed  citizen s o f  F avela  
Sarn ey . E lec tio n s  w ere  draw ing near, 
and th e  g o v ern m en t o f P res id en t Jo s e  
S arn ey , fo r w hom  th e  favela had b een  
n am ed, w as ex trem ely  unpopular. Soo n  
tru ck lo a d s  o f co n cre te  and build ing 
m ateria ls  b eg a n  arriv in g  a s  p a rt o f  a fed
e ra l su bsid y  fo r slum  im provem ent.

T h e  cy n ics , o f  co u rse , had th e ir  say, 
b u t A n gelo ’s  p eop le w ere  gratefu l. T h e  
ju n g le  o f dism al, dank sq u atter’s  h u ts  
w as rep laced  w ith n ea t row s o f sm all bu t 
sturdy c o n c re te  b lo ck  h o u se s . T h e y  had 
w indow s (but no g la ss ) , m o st had e lec 
tricity, and a  few  even  had ru nning water.

S in c e  th e se  ch a n g es , B raz il h as 
adopted an au sterity  program  to stabilize 
its  trou bled  econom y. M an y su b sid ies 
h ave fallen  to th e  b u d g et cu tte r ’s  ax , and 
life is still d ifficult in  F av ela  Sarney. 
U nem ploym ent h a s  risen  and inflation is 
w o rsenin g . M o n ey  th a t th e  F av ela  Sar
n ey  res id en ts  earn ed  last y e a r  will buy 
one-fifth le s s  th is  year.

B u t d esp ite  th e se  cond ition s, A n ge
lo  and th e  o th e rs  now  know  th ey  can  
im prove th e ir  own lives. T h e y  know  th at 
if th ey ’re  ev er go in g  to b re a k  th e  cy cle  of 
poverty, th ey  can ’t  depend upon anyone 
e lse . B y  th e  g ra c e  o f G od th e y  can  w ork 
to g e th e r  and do it th em selv es. □

Ron Wilson is a free-lance writer in 
Earlysville, Va. and a contributing editor 
to W ORLD VISION magazine.
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B Y  M A R K  C U T S H A L L

Third World 

women, once taught 

to keep silent, 

are beginning to 

speak up and 

affect change in their 

communities.

V Whispers 
OF CHANGE

Rebecca Cherono, right, with a M a a ta i woman: "As I share my 
life with her, we discover we may have things in common."

so poor.
The woman’s voice was as 

dry as the ground under her 
black, leathery feet.

Sitting next to her was a 
Kenyan woman, a World Vision worker 
named Rebecca Cherono. Rebecca saw 
the woman’s hut and her hungry chil
dren playing in the dirt She looked into 
the woman’s eyes and saw herself as a 
young Kenyan girl who spent seven 
hours a day searching for and carrying 
firewood.

“Is this your land?” asked Rebecca.
“Yes,” the woman said.
“How much of it have you worked

on?
“I haven’t," the woman replied. “We 

have no seeds, fertilizers, or hoes."
Rebecca asked if she would work 

the land if these things became avail
able. The woman looked up. Every
thing in her face said “Yes."

Once again, Rebecca Cherono had 
encouraged a woman in development, 
one of many women in the Third 
World who are beginning to see them-
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se lv es a s  p art o f  th e  solution to eco n o m 
ic developm ent. R e b e cca  had throw n out 
a handful o f  carefu lly  ch o se n  q u estio n s 
to a stran g er in n eed . T h e n  sh e  w aited. 
W aited fo r th em  to  tak e  ro o t in  a  
stra n g er’s  im agination.

T w o y ears la ter th e  w om an w as rais
in g  en ou gh  to feed  h e r  family.

£  t  h is  in cid en t could  b e  w ashed 
™ a  away lik e  th e  se e d s  in on e o f 

a  K enya’s  v io len t rain s— e x ce p t 
fo r a sta rk  fact th a t flood s th e  

co u n try : W om en are  resp o n sib le  fo r  80  
p e rce n t o f  th e  food prod u ced  in  A frica 
today. K now ing th is , R e b e cca  C h eron o  
h old s onto th e  w ords o f  M o isari M b en e : 
“K enya will n o t ch a n g e  until K en y a’s  
w om en ch a n g e .”

B u t th rou gh o u t th e  T h ird  W orld 
th e re  is  a frightful w aste  o f w om en’s  
lives. T h e  U nited N ations recen tly  d eter
m ined how  w om en from  30  d ifferen t 
co u n tries sc o re  on its developm ent 
index. In  m o st in dustrialised  co u n tries 
w om en ra te  about 2 0  p ercen t below  m en. 
In  K enya, w h ere  w om en’s  developm ent 
is  abou t h a lf th at o f m en , th e  situation 
lo oks terrib le .

T h a t is, th e  slow  h a rv e s t o f  self-con
fid en ce  fo r K enyan w om en h a s  n o t co m e 
easily.

“M o st h o u seh o ld s in  K en y a’s  ru ra l 
a rea s  a re  ru n  b y  w om en ,” say s R e b ecca , 
fo rm er field  d irecto r fo r  W orld V isio n  in 
N airobi, K enya. “T h e  m en  m u st g o  into 
urban situ ations to  lo ok  fo r em ploym ent. 
I f  th ey ’re  fo rtu n ate  to g e t  a  jo b , th ey  m ay 
stay in th e  c ity  11 m o n th s o f  th e  year. 
T h is  leav es th e  w om an to  m an age th e  
fam ily.”

Ever-ch an ging  eco n o m ics have add
ed  p ressu re  on m any K enyan w om en, 
R e b ecca  says. “Traditionally, m en  could 
dig, u proot th e  tre e s , and th en  le t th e  
w om en till th e  land. Now, w om en m u st 
do th e  m an’s  w ork a s  w ell a s  th e ir  ow n.” 

T h is  p red icam en t h a s  p ushed  
K enyan w om en to  exh au stion . “T h e y ’re  
th e  o n es  w ho will co o k  th e  last g ra in  o f 
r ice , w ho will w alk m iles  to b rin g  th e ir  
ch ild  to a c lin ic. T h e  m en  co m e  o n ce  o r 
tw ice and g ive up. B u t th e  w om en will 
p ersisten tly  co m e  until so m eth in g  is 
d o n e.”

T h e  p roblem  isn ’t  re la ted  to gen d er,

R e b e cc a  says. “I th in k  m o st o f our 
A frican m en  are  rea lly  resp o n sib le  peo
p le .” T h e  g re a te s t en em y facin g  K enyan 
w om en in developm ent is  th e ir  own self
attitude. “F o r  y ea rs  w om en have b een  
ra ised  to su ffe r  quietly. In  th e  old days, 
w e didn’t  have th e  freed om  to sp eak  in 
th e  p re se n c e  o f  m en .”

T h a t u n com fo rtab le  s ile n ce  h as 
given  way to  w h isp ers o f  ch an g e . W ith  
an e a r  to th e ir  ow n peop le and a read i
n e ss  to act, m o re  K enyan w om en are  dis
co v erin g  th a t th e  n e c e ss it ie s  o f  food, 
w ater, and se lf-esteem , lik e  a  life-giving 
sp ring , a re  ju s t  b elow  th e  su rface . And 
R e b ecca  C h eron o  is  h elping th em  dig for 
an sw ers.

‘T r u e  developm en t can  only  tak e  
p lace  w h en  people rea lize  th ey  have a  
p ro b lem ,” say s R eb ecca . ‘W ears ago  th e  
M aasai in  n o rth e rn  K en y a  had  a  p rob
lem . D ro u g h t had wiped o u t m o st of 
th e ir  anim als. T h e s e  n om adic people live 
o ff  th e ir  cam els , cow s, and g o ats . So  
th ey  k n ew  if th e ir  an im als died  th ey  also 
w ould die. T h e y  kn ew  th ey  had a prob
lem : T h e y  n eed ed  m o re  g o ats . S o  w e 
provided five g o a ts  ea ch  to  so m e 300

jfo m e n  o f V ision , a 
f  W orld V isio n  pro- 

1 1 /  gram , is  a  lin k  o f 
su p p o rt and u nder

standing betw een  A m erican  w om en 
and n eed y  w om en and th e ir  fam i
lie s  in  o th e r  co u n tries . T h e  pro
gram  in clu d es d iscu ssion  group s 
abou t poverty, v isits  to p ro jec ts  th at 
b en efit w om en, and ra isin g  su pp ort 
fo r  sp ecific  p ro jec ts  su ch  as th e  
w ater p ro je c t a t C hilulu , K enya.

C u rrently , ab ou t 6 5 0  w om en 
a re  involved in W om en  o f V isio n  in 
two C aliforn ia  ch a p te rs  w ith anoth
e r  ch ap ter fo rm in g  in Pennsylvania. 
T h e s e  com m itted  w om en h elp  su p 
p ort five p ro jects  in A frica and M ex 
ico , and two in th e  U nited  S ta tes .

T o  lea rn  m o re  ab o u t h elp in g  
su p p ort W om en  o f V ision , co n tact 
Ann M cK u sick , W orld V ision , 919  
W. H untington  D r., M onrovia, CA 
91016 .

fam ilies. I t  w as w om en 
w ho cared  fo r th e  go ats, 
w hile th e  m en  w ere 
fo rced  to drive th eir  
ca m els  fa r away fo r 
water. S ev era l y ea rs  ago 
w e w ent b a ck  to th e area 
and th e  p eop le show ed 
u s w hat th e ir  five g o a ts  
had grow n into. S om e 
now  had 3 0 0  go ats; oth
e r s  had m o re .”

F o r  R eb ecca , su c
ce ssfu l developm ent is 
not a  m atter o f te lling  
o th e rs  w hat to  do. T h e  
k e y  is  a sk in g  them ,
“W h at do you have?
W h a t do you need?
W h a t a re  you w illing to 
do ab ou t it?”

B y  ask in g  th e  rig h t 
q u estio n s, R e b e cc a  
h o ld s up a  m irro r to 
w om en  in d ev elo p m en t 

“I s ta r t  b y  ask in g  
th em , ‘T e ll m e m o re  
abou t you rself. I w ant to 
listen  to yo u r story .’ I 
w ant to  a sk  q u estio n s 
th a t w ill m ak e  a  w om an 
fee l good  abou t h erself.
T h e n  I te ll h e r  about 
m y self— th at I ’m  a 
m oth er, th a t I co m e 
from  a ce rta in  v illage, and th a t I ’ve 
learn ed  le sso n s . A s I  sh a re  m y life with 
h er, w e d iscov er w e m ay h ave th in g s in 
com m on . T h e n , b y  th e  tim e w e g e t down 
to  th e  rea l th in g s, sh e ’s  alread y co m fo rt
ab le  to ta lk  abou t h e r  rea l c o n ce rn s .

“T h e n  I ’ll w alk with th em  a step  at a 
tim e, so m etim es even  b eh in d  to se e  
w h eth er th ey  can  g o  on b y  th em selv es. 
T h a t w ay w h en  you re tra c t th ey  will 
m ove o n .”

O n ce  w om en have identified a  prob
lem  and ow ned it fo r th em selv es, R eb ec
c a  say s, th ey  act. “S ix ty  to  8 0  p ercen t o f 
th e  e ffo r ts  to  en su re  developm ent in 
K enya have happ ened  b e ca u se  w om en 
to o k  th e  in itiative,” sh e  says.

T a k e  Chilu lu , a com m u nity  n ear 
K en y a’s co asta l p o rt o f M o m b assa . F o r  
y e a rs  it had no n earby  w ater so u rce . T h e  
m en  ta lked  abou t doing so m eth in g  bu t
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nee women realize that God has made 
them in a very special way just like 

men, then our world will be different.
U N D A  VALENTINE

nothing was done. It was the women, 
going to the river every day and collect
ing water, who said, “This can’t go on 
anymore.”

The Chilulu women began thinking 
of ways to raise money. “They got togeth
er, organized themselves, and began hir
ing out pieces of land, raising crops, and 
selling them at market. By the time we 
got to know about them, they had 
already raised 6,000 shillings l$300) for 
their water project.

“Today there is water in that village 
and the men are involved. Anything that 
is new, they want to be a part of."

ebecca makes it clear that 
encouraging women in devel
opment is not meant to spark 
a battle of the sexes but 

to kindle a common effort

for building the entire community.
“I’ve met very few women who are 

selfish. It’s not true that women look for 
independence so they can compete with 
men. In most cases women really are 
striving to make life better for them
selves and their families.”

In Chilulu, the success of the new 
water system has generated enthusiasm 
for other projects. Core groups of 10 to 
20 women meet for mutual support and 
every week they bring two shillings to 
the group. Within a short time, each 
group raised between 10,000 and 20,(XX) 
shillings. Their goal is to build a com
mon center where their children can be 
cared for while they go out and work.

“I've discovered that most women 
in Kenya and in other countries want to 
come together; they want to share ideas, 
learn from one another. This helps

women build confidence so they can 
forge ahead. For women in Kenya, the 
growing belief is, ‘Together we can do 
something; alone I can’t ’”

The issue of women in development 
is not unique to Kenya or to Africa.

“Women’s issues are individual,” 
Rebecca says. “Whether a woman is edu
cated or illiterate. Whether she’s in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America, or Europe, it 
is the positive view of herself as a woman 
that will break all the bondages that 
restrict women from doing and being 
what God would have us be.

“Once women realize that God has 
made them in a very special way just like 
men, and that they have something to 
contribute, then our world will be differ
ent"

ifferent Like the Kenyan 
woman Rebecca learned 
about who raised half a mil
lion shillings to build a 

morgue in her own town so that the bod
ies of local children wouldn’t have to be 
stored far away from their final resting 
place.

Different Like a poor woman 
whose future had seemingly withered up 
and blown away until someone who had 
walked her road sidled up to her and 
invited her to think for herself...

What do you have?
What have you done?
What are you willing to do?
Rebecca Cherono is asking these 

questions to a new generation of women. 
Her concern can raise consciousness 
and new possibilities. That way Rebecca 
Cherono will find the freedom of walking 
with other women. Not leading the way, 
but simply sharing it. The kind of free
dom that made a poor woman rich when 
she unexpectedly met a woman named 
Rebecca Cherono, and who in growing 
her own food unknowingly discovered 
the meaning of Rainer Maria Rilke's 
words: “Live the questions now. Perhaps 
you will then gradually, without noticing 
it, live along some distant day into the 
answer." D

Mark Cutshall is a Seattle freelance 
writer who heads the Main Cutshall Cre- 
atioe Sendees public relations firm.
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SUBSTANCE ABUSE
CHILD LABOR

Top concerns for the world's children, 
as identified by UNICEF

Numbing

1  /  
l m  tm  illions o f ch ild ren  world-
I *  /  I  wide a re  d ru g  addicts 

I  w f  I  b e fo re  th e ir  teen s . M an y of 
th e se  ch ild ren  stea l o r sell 

th e ir  b o d ies  fo r  d ru gs. T h e  le ss  afflu ent 
dig th rou gh  g arb ag e  dum ps fo r d iscard
ed  g lu e o r  so lven t to sniff.

W h y are  d ru g s so  attractive to 
T h ird  W orld ch ild ren ? S o m e sim ply fol
low  th e  exam p le o f th e ir  su bstance-abu s
in g  p aren ts. B u t fo r m any o th e rs , d ru gs 
num b th e  h o rro r  o f poverty, exploitation, 
and sexu a l ab u se; and h elp  ward o ff 
h u n g er and cold.

T h e  c o n se q u e n c e s  a re  frigh tenin g . 
An in creas in g  n u m ber o f ch ild ren , th e ir  
m inds and b o d ies  stu nted , are  w ander
in g  th rou g h  life in a  drug-induced stu
por. A ID S is  sp reading am ong th o se  who 
trad e n eed les  o r  s e x  fo r dru gs.

U N IC E F ’s C onvention  on th e  
R igh ts o f  th e  Child , how ever, h as 
acknow ledged  c h ild ren ’s  r ig h t to p rotec
tion fro m  p hysical, em otion al, m ental, 
and sexu a l ab u se  re la ted  to  d ru g u se. 
T h e  U nited  N ation s a lso  includ ed  th is 
issu e  a t T h e  W orld Su m m it fo r C hildren  
last year.

B u t until ch ild ren  ca n  e a t en ou gh , 
k eep  w arm , and live in  a loving h om e, 
d ru g s w ill co ntin u e to b e  a  su b sti
tu te. □

These teenagers from a slum near Recife, 
Brazil spend hours each day inhaling the 
fumes from bottles of glue.
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DAVID BROW NE /  NEW S VISION

In Cochabomba, 
Bolivia, street 
children smoke 
"petillo, ” a cocaine 
derivative. There 
are at least 3,000 
cocaine-addicted 
“polillas" (little 
moths) in the city.

Opium addiction knows no age limitation 
in the mountains of northern Thailand. The elderly use it 

to dull the pain of disease; the young as an escape 
from their marginalized existence.

In Kenya, thousands of 
runaway and abandoned 
children, some as young 
as 3, survive by stealing 
and escape their misery 
with drugs.
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cam artm n t'J’samflerINRESOURCES FOR 
HELPING OTHERS 
IN THE NAME 
OF CHRIST

STEERING 
MONEY TO 
MISSIONS

Compiled and written 
by Karen £  Klein

« h e  cattle  upon a thousand hills
■  are  m in e,” th e  Lord  said  in
■  P salm s. A  u n iqu e m in istry  th at 

originated on th e  G reat P lain s aim s to 
fulfill th a t v erse .

S T E E R , Inc. ra ise s  funds fo r m is
sion a g en c ies  th rou g h  a  p artn ersh ip  
b etw een  d on o rs and farm ers. T h e  
donors co n trib u te $700  tow ard a farm  
anim al o r a  crop  w h ich  th e  farm er 
ra ise s  fre e  o f  ch arg e .

W h en  th e  cow, sow, o r  sh eep  is 
sold  o r  th e  crop  is  h a rv e sted , th e  
profit is  donated  to a  m issio n s org a
nization ch o se n  b y  th e  donor. T h e  
fa rm er g e ts  to ch o o se  th e  p ro ject o r 
sp ecific  m issio n ary  w ithin  th a t orga
nization. T h e  o rig in al $ 7 0 0  is  th en  
rein vested  in a  new  cro p  o r  m o re  live
sto ck , p erp etu ating  th e  donation. I f  a  
farm er is  ra isin g  a  d airy  cow, th e  m ilk 
m o n ey  g o e s  to  th e  m issio n s ag en cy  
on a w eekly  o r  m on thly  b asis .

S in ce  its  founding in 1957, 
S T E E R , Inc. h a s  ra ised  $3 .7  m illion 
fo r m issio n ary  w ork  w orldw ide. 
S o m e  75  ev an gelica l m issio n  so ci
e tie s , including  W orld V ision , g e t  fin
an cial su p p o rt from  th e  p rogram —  
and th a t’s  n ot a  bu m  steer.

F o r  inform ation, co n ta c t S T E E R , 
In c ., P.O. B o x  1236, B ism a rck , ND 
58502 ; (701) 258-4911.

WHOSE 
BIRTHDAY IS IT?

H e c tic  shop p ing in crow ded 
m alls, fran tic  d ecoratin g , b ak 
ing, and caro lin g  all lead  up to 

th e  b ig  m om en t— a v isit from  S anta  
C lau s and h is  good ie-p acked  sleigh . 
T o o  often, Je s u s  g e ts  exclu d ed  from  
C h ristm as ce leb ra tio n s, bu t a  C h ris
tian-based socia l ju s tice  organization is 
try in g  to m ake roo m  fo r C h ris t during 
th e  holidays.

A lternatives, w hich w as organized 
in 1973 a s  a p ro test ag a in st th e  co m 

m ercialization  o f C h ristm as, p u blish es 
reso u rce  m ateria ls  th a t en co u rag e  ce l
eb ratio n s o f C h rist’s  b irth . G iving gifts 
o f tim e and m on ey to  th e  poor, having 
fam ily A dvent se rv ice s , and exp lorin g  
th e  tru e  s to ry  o f  S t. N ich olas (a fourth- 
cen tu ry  p astor w ho gave to  th e  needy) 
a re  so m e o f th e  su g g estio n s m ad e in 
A ltern ativ es’ m aterials.

P am p h lets, w o rkbo o ks, and 
vid eos em p hasizin g  altern ative h oli
day ce leb ra tio n s  g eared  tow ard fam i
lies , sm all grou p s, and co n g reg atio n s 
a re  available th rou gh  A ltern atives, 
P.O. B o x  42 9 , E llenw ood, G A  30049 ; 
(404) 961-0102.

OUTER 
MONGOLIA, 
LORD?

Wr h en  Je s u s  ch arg ed  h is  d isci
p les to tak e  th e  good  new s to 
th e  en d s o f  th e  e a rth , h e  m ay 
have b een  talk in g  abou t M ongolia.

F o r  cen tu ries , th e  em p ire  crea ted  
b y  G en g h is  K h an  h a s  b e e n  o n e o f th e  
m o st iso lated  p laces  in th e  w orld. T w o 
y e a rs  ago, w h en  th e  M on golian  gov
e rn m e n t ab and o n ed  co m m u n ism  and

adopted dem ocracy, 
only about 15 p ercen t o f M ongolia’s  
2  m illion population had even h eard  of 
Je s u s  C h r is t  B u t with th e  ch an ge in 
govern m en t, M ongolia’s  b ord ers have 
b e en  opened fo r th e  first tim e to C hris
tian p rofessionals.

T h e  E n glish  Langu age Institute, a 
C h ristian  a g en cy  th a t sp on so rs 
E n g lish  te a c h e rs  o v erseas, h as 
receiv ed  on e o f th e  firs t invitations to 
sen d  te a ch e rs  to M ongolia . T h e  group 
aim s to  sen d  100  C h ristian s to te a c h  
E n g lish  in th e  co lle g e s  and universi
tie s  o f U lan B ator, M o n golia ’s  capital.

A nyone in terested  in m in isterin g  
in M o n golia  should  co n tact E L I at R O . 
B o x  265 , San  D im as, CA  91 7 7 3 ; (800) 
FO N -E L IC .
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RED SQUARE 
OR BUST

W ' h a t  w ill th e y  th in k  o f  n ex t?  
H ow ab o u t tak in g  a  group  o f 
N o rth  A m erican  C h ris tia n s  

to  M o scow , tu rn in g  th e m  lo o se  on 
R ed  S q u a re , and le ttin g  th e m  sin g  
a b o u t th e  jo y  o f  th e  re su rre c tio n ?  
T h a t ’s  e x a c tly  w h at C am p u s C ru sa d e  
fo r  C h ris t In te rn a tio n a l is  p lan n in g  to 
pull o ff  n e x t E a s te r  w ith  a  g ro u p  it’s  
ca llin g  th e  N ew  L ife  2 0 0 0  C hoir.

A p p lication s fo r  th e  g ro u p  a re  
b e in g  tak en  now, fro m  b o th  m u si
c ia n s  and  n o n -m u sician s w ho w an t to 

m a k e  th e  trip  to  th e  S o v ie t 
U n ion  and  sh a re  th e  g o sp e l 

th e re .
L a st year, a 

s im ila r g ro u p  p er
fo rm ed  in th e  

K rem lin  and 
o n  national 
te lev isio n  fo r 
an  au d ien ce  o f  

1 0 0  m illion  S o v ie ts . 
T h o u sa n d s  o f  p eop le 

re ce iv e d  C h ris t th ro u g h  th e  
c h o ir ’s  m in istry . H ow ard S te v en so n , 
a sso c ia te  p asto r o f  th e  E v an g elica l 
F r e e  C h u rch  o f F u lle r to n , C alif., will 
d ire c t  th e  ch oir.

T h e  trip  is  planned fo r April 2 0  to 
3 0 , 1992  and c o s ts  $ 2 ,3 9 9 , w hich 
in clu d es a irfa re  from  N ew  Y ork, h otel 
c o s ts , and m ea ls . D ead lin e  fo r re g is 
tra tion  is  M a rch  2 , 1992 . F o r  m o re  
in form atio n , co n ta c t: E a s te r  in M o s 
cow , K e y n o te  C o m m u n icatio n s, 
2 2 9 1 2  M ill C re e k  #A, L agu n a H ills, 
C A  9 2 6 5 3 ; (800 ) 92-C H O IR .

\Jeiclife2000'

77
B y  g iv in g  th in g s  aw ay  
w e u n d erm in e  th e  pow er 
o f  th e  w orld.
—Jacques Ellul

T h e re  IS 
som ething you can 

do about the 
hungry in our 

world. Join over 
100 ,000  North 

Americans: give up 
solid food on 

February 21-22  and 
collect sponsors.

You'll 
PERSONALLY 

understand 
the problem , AND 

you'll be part of the 
solution. Do it with 
your family. Take it 

to  your kid's 
school. Or, g et your 

friends and church 
groups involved. 

World Vision 
supplies plenty of 

videos and 
m aterials to make 

the 30 hours fun 
and meaningful. 

Find out more.
Call now 

and

Call 1-800-7FAM IN E To Get Your Fam'm  Kit
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t’s cold outside, but not yet 

the unrelenting Chicago win

ter. In a neighborhood so 

notorious even the taxi driver 

asks, “Honey, you SURE you 

got the right address?” a dinner 

party for 10 is being prepared at 

the two-story home of Glen and 

Lonni Kehrein. Clyde is in the 

kitchen helping Lonni grate cheese 

and chop olives; DuRhonda and 

Paul are arranging chairs around 

the table; and Clint announces that 

Ed and Dee are just locking their 

car doors out front.

Lights in the dining room are 

turned up, and just about the time 

Pastor and Paulette enter through 

the front door, one of the children 

is dispatched to pry Glen from his 

computer.

“Let’s eat!” Glen says upon 

entering, and Pastor confirms,

“Amen!” This

mini-congregation of Circle Urban 

Ministries gathers around the din

ner table just as the sun is going 

down, and some of them will be 

there when it’s ready to come up 

again.

The reason this
R a l e i g h

W a s h i n g t o n  
story is about Pastor AND q len

Raleigh Washington K E H R E IN

and Glen Kehrein is M O D E L  R E C -

not because of their O N C I L I A T I O N

successful work in the IN THE MOST

worst area of Chica- RACIALLY
D I V I D E D  C IT Ygo’s inner city. Forget, 

for now, that Pastor’s
IN  T H E  

C O U N T R Y .
Rock of Our Salvation 

church is the leading black congre

gation in the Evangelical Free 

Church denomination. Forget that 

Glen manages one of the most suc

cessful parachurch organizations in 

the country, with over 18,000 peo

ple receiving services each year. 

Forget the speeches, the publica-
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tions, th e  ach ievem en ts, th e  sacrifices , 
and th e  m inistries. T h is  sto ry  is  about 
th em  b ecau se  o n e is b lack  and th e  o th er 
is w hite.

T h e  team  testim o n y  th ey  te ll at th at 
d in ner tab le  is  o n e  th ey ’ve rep eated  so 
often  th ey  ab sen tly  fin ish  ea ch  o th e r’s 
sen ten ce s , c o rr e c t  ea ch  o th er’s  an ec
d otes, and y e t still c ra c k  up at each  
o th er’s  jo k e s . T h e y  are  b e tte r  than  
friends; th ey  have th at b roth erh oo d  
sh ared  by m en  in co m b at to geth er. And 
it is  so m eth in g  lik e  a  w ar th ey  w age— a 
w ar fo r racia l recon ciliation .

Raleigh  W ashington  b eg an  h is life in 
F lo rid a w h ere, h e  rem in isces , “th e  

w eath er is  w arm  and sw eet.” 
R eared  in a  n eigh bo rh oo d  so  p oo r th e  
p ro jects  w ere a  step  up, h e  w as im 
m ersed  in a clim ate  o f  re lig ion  a lm o st as 
u biqu itou s a s  th e  rac ism  th a t hu ng  th ick  
in th e  su ltry  Jack so n v ille  air. Y et it would 
b e  y ears  b e fo re  h e ’d realize  h e ’d n ever 
m ade a  co n sc io u s  ch o ice  ab ou t C h ris
tianity. Y oung R ale igh ’s  d ream s w ere 
bu ried  deep  inside, gu arded  by a  dis
tru s t o f w hite m en  and an an g er at racia l 
inequality.

G len  h a ils  from  a  town w ith th e  
im p robable n am e o f Ripon, W is., h om e 
o f Speed  Q u een  w ash ers , Ripon G ood 
C o o k ies, and a little  w hite co u rth o u se  
proudly cla im in g  to b e  “th e  b irth p lace  o f 
th e  R ep u blican  party.” H e ca n ’t  rem em 
b e r  th e  first tim e h e  h eard  th a t Je s u s  
died fo r h is  s in s, it w as so  m u ch  a p a rt o f 
h is  life.

E m b ed d ed  in yo u ng  K eh re in ’s  
h e a r t  w as th e  conv iction  th a t all m en  are  
crea te d  equal. A t 18 y ea rs  old, h ead ed  
fo r M ood y  B ib le  In stitu te  in  downtown 
C h icago , h e  m ig h t h o n estly  have 
cla im ed  th a t h e ’d n ev er treated  a b la ck  
m an w ith d isresp ect. O n th e  o th e r  hand, 
h e ’d n ev er m et one.

Im agin e G len  and R aleigh  a s  you ng 
m en  at opp osite s id es  o f a  tab le . G len  
m ig h t w ell h ave o ffered  R aleigh  a  hand

u nstained by slavery  to  say, “T h is  hand 
did n ot en slave you. I am  n ot to b lam e. I 
h ave noth in g  again st you .” Young 
R aleigh m igh t have evid en ced  fresh  
s c a rs  o f in h erited  opp ression  to re to rt, 
‘Y o u  deny resp on sibility  fo r th e  sin  o f 
you r fa th ers , b u t I still su ffe r  its co n se 
q u en ces .”

T h e s e  two had  so m e ground to 
cover.

Hou rs h ave g o n e  by th is  even in g  a t 
th e  K eh rein  h om e, and it’s  already 
tim e fo r  d e sse rt. P a sto r  W ashing

ton  h a s  trou b le  philosop hizing too late 
th e  n igh t b e fo re  a  Sunday serm o n , bu t 
h e  loves th e  s to ry  th ey  are  telling , so  h e  
fills h is  c o ffe e  cup and lau n ch es  o ff any
way.

I t  w as in  Ind iana in th e  pre-civil 
r ig h ts  atm o sp h ere  o f  1958  th a t R aleigh  
first tasted  recon cilia tion , in th e  unlikely  
aren a o f th e  U. S. Army. O n e evening sev
era l o ffic e rs  decid ed  to  g o  to dinner, and 
o n e  restau ran t a fter an o th er refu sed  
th em  se rv ice  b e c a u se  o f R ale ig h ’s  color.

I t  w as a  too-fam iliar ex p e r ie n c e : All 
sou n d  sto p s a t th e ir  e n tra n ce , th e  h o st
e s s  p re ten d s sh e  d o es  n o t se e  fo u r uni
fo rm ed  o ff ic e rs  w aitin g  to  b e  sea ted , 
in d ig n an t m u rm u rs w aft lik e  ch eap  
c ig a r  sm o k e  in th e  roo m . E n ra g e d , 2nd 
Lt. Lou T a g g lia  vow ed, “W e’re  gon na 
e a t to g e th e r  if  w e h ave to  g o  to  ev e ry  
resta u ra n t b etw e en  L aw ren ce  and Indi
an ap o lis .”

F in ally  th e  la s t and m o st exp en siv e  
restau ran t in  tow n w elco m ed  th em . 
W h en  it ca m e  tim e to  o rd er  and la te r to 
pay, th e  w aitress  resp ectfu lly  ign ored  
2nd  Lt. R ale igh  W ash in gton . B u t sh e  
se rv e d  h im  a m eal th a t s ta rted  and 
en d ed  w ith th e  fin est c h o ic e s  on  th e  
m enu , in clu d in g  h is  f irs t e n co u n ter  w ith 
Chateaubriand.

“W h en  I th in k  o f L aw ren ce, Indiana, 
I  don’t  th in k  ab ou t th e  restau ran ts  th at 
tu rn ed  m e down, I th in k  ab ou t Lou T a g 
g lia , and th e  love o f  o n e  m an th a t b eg an

th e  ch a n g e  in m y life .” I t  w as a  sim ple 
a c t th a t c o s t 2nd Lt. T a g g lia  on e dinner, 
b u t it su g g ested  to  R aleigh  th a t b ro th er
h oo d  b etw een  w h ites and b la ck s  w as 
m o re  th an  a w him . I t  w as a  possibility.

If  Lou T a g g lia  w as th e  s ta r t of 
R ale ig h ’s  ascen d an ce  from  th e  stran 
g leh old  o f rac ism , th en  D w ight L. 

M ood y w as resp o n sib le  fo r G len ’s  
d escen d a n ce  into it. O n e  n ig h t in  1968 
h e  re tu rn ed  to h is  d o rm  to  find M oody 
stu d en ts g a th ered  around th e  television, 
h o rrified  as W alter C ro n kite  rep o rted  
M artin  L u th er K in g  Jr .’s  assassin ation . 
G len  rem e m b e rs  th in k in g , “A ll h e ll is 
g o in g  to  b re a k  lo o se .”

It  m u st h ave lo oked  lik e  h e ll from  
th e  d orm  rooftop a few  n igh ts la ter w hen 
G len  w atched  fires  b u rn in g  in th e  
s tre e ts , and a city  co n su m ed  b y  anguish. 
P eo p le  b a c k  h o m e w ere  sayin g  only  ani
m als w ould b u rn  o u t th e ir  own n eigh 
b o rh o o d s, b u t G len  kn ew  th ey  w ere 
w rong. “I  kn ew  th o se  p eop le w ere 
ex p ressin g  leg itim ate feelin gs. It w as th e  
anger, a lienation , and fru stratio n  th ey ’d 
b e e n  h old in g  b a c k  b ec a u se  K in g  
p rom ised th in g s w ere  g ettin g  better. F o r  
p eople w ho are  trapped in th e  cy c le  of 
poverty, all th ey  h ave is  th a t d ream .” 

T h e r e , from  th e  top o f M oody B ib le  
In stitu te , h e  envisioned  th e  C h icago  fire 
o f  1871 , w hen D w ight L. M ood y paced  
th e  v e ry  s tre e ts  sm o ld erin g  below  and 
p ro m ised  to b rin g  h op e to  th e  bu rned - 
o u t n eig h bo rh oo d . W h at w ould M oody 
h ave done in resp o n se  to  th is  firestorm  
100 years  later? T h e  institu te se n t its stu
d en ts hom e.

G len  w as convinced , how ever, that 
D w ight L. M oody th e  m an would have 
ch o se n  to  stay in  C h icago , to  tak e  C h rist

G l e n ' s  V o l u n t e e r s

Into th e  co n fe re n ce  ro o m  fo r volun
te e r  orientation  co m e  w hite m iddle- 
c la ss  people with n am es like B ry an , 

Lois, P earl, and Troy . T h e y  c a r r y  
B ib le s  nam ed  T h e  W ay and T h e  D aily 
W alk, co v ered  in le a th er  and satin  
and lace , bound lik e  novels. T h e y  sit 
around a  tab le , in trod u cin g  th em 
se lv es and exp lain in g  w hy th ey  are  in 
inner-city C h icago  fo r vacation instead 
o f a sk i re so rt . M o st o f th e ir  an sw ers 
reveal th a t deep  down in sid e, th ey  
aren ’t  really  su re  w hy th ey  a re  th ere .

G len K eh re in  know s. “A t th e  end

o f a  w eek ’s  tim e, th ey ’ll say, T ca m e  
h e r e  to m in ister, b u t it’s  m y life th at 
h a s  b e e n  ch an g e d .’ ”

L ike th e  N eb rask a  fa rm er w ho 
sp en t h is  v o lu n teer w eek  doing odd 
jo b s  around a new ly p u rch ased  ap art
m en t co m p lex . W h en  h e  re tu rn ed  to 
th e  T u e sd a y  m o rn in g  c o ffe e  group 
h e ’d b e e n  a p a rt o f  fo r  m o re  y e a rs  
th an  h e  could  rem em b er, h e  found 
h im se lf w alking away from  th e  tab le  
w h en  so m eo n e  told a “n ig g er” jo k e . 
H e realized , w ith so m e sh o ck , “M y 
lord, th a t’s  P asto r W ash in gton  th ey ’re  
ta lk in g  ab ou t.” T h e  co n v ersatio n  
had n ’t  ch an g ed . H e had.
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I t  m a k e s  a  k ind  o f  p o etic  s e n s e  th at 
G len  w ould g rav ita te  tow ard th e  g o sp e l 
o f  ju s t ic e , em p ow erm en t, and quality  o f 
life, w h ile R ale ig h ’s  p assion  is th e  g o sp el 
o f  salvation . B o th  o f  th em  re a c te d  to 
ch ild h o o d  re lig io u s  e x p e r ie n c e s  th at 
se e m e d  in co m p lete , and w h en  th e y  col-

T h e y  a r e

B E T T E R  T H A N

f r i e n d s ;  t h e y

H A V E  T H A T  

B R O T H E R H O O D

to  th e  b u rn in g  
stre e ts . H e th ou gh t 
a b o u t th a t  th e  
w h o le  tim e  h e  and 
h is  w h ite  c la s s 
m a te s  sp e n t th e ir  
u n ex p ected  vaca
tion  a t  D isn ey lan d , 
sp in n in g  arou n d  in 
M r. T o a d ’s  W ild  

S H A R E D  B Y  M E N  R ide. H e th o u g h t 
ab o u t it w h en  h e  

IN  C O M B A T  re tu rn e d  to  C h ica 
g o , d ete rm in ed  to 

T O G E T H E R #  ch a lle n g e  th e  p re j
u d ice  and o p p res

s io n  h e  w as b e g in n in g  to  s e e  in h im self, 
h is  so c ie ty , and h is  re lig io n . Tw en ty-tw o 
y e a r s  la ter, arou n d  th e  d in in g  roo m  
ta b le , h e  is  th in k in g  ab o u t it still.

Sin ce  it’s  la te , ju m p  fo rw ard  to  find 
Lt. C ol. W ash in g ton  and h is  w ife, 
P au le tte , leav in g  th e  m ilita ry  to 

stu d y th e ir  new  C h ristian  faith  at T r in ity  
S e m in a ry  in D e e rfie ld , 111. G len  and 
Lonni K eh re in , h av in g  se ttled  in a b lack  
n e ig h b o rh o o d  on  th e  w est s id e  o f  C h ica 
g o  in 1973, a re  im m e rsin g  th e m se lv e s  in 
u n d erstan d in g  and serv in g  th e ir  adopted 
com m u nity . W h en  R ale igh  g ra d u a tes  in 
1983, h e ’s  lo o k in g  fo r a  m eaningfu l 
cro ss-cu ltu ra l p asto ra te . G len  is pray ing  
fo r  a  pastor. B o th  o f  th em  se n se  th e  need 
fo r  so m eth in g . T u r n s  out to b e  ea ch  
o th er.

N ow th e ir  s to rie s  can  b e  told to g eth 
er. T h e  fact th a t G len  sp ent h is  ch ild 
h ood  in a h o m o g e n e o u s  en v iro n m en t 
w ithou t ev e r  m e etin g  a b lack  m an and 
R ale igh  sp en t h is  w h ole life in ch u rch  
w ithout e v e r  m eetin g  C h rist ex p la in s a 
lo t ab o u t w hat th ey  fee l ca lled  to do.

R a l e i g h ' s  V o l u n t e e r s

J u st a  few  h o u rs  a fte r  th e  volun
te e r  o rien ta tio n , P a s to r  R ale igh  
W a sh in g to n  c h e e r le a d s  h is  
G row th  G rou p  o f lo ca l ch u rc h  

m e m b e rs . M o stly  s in g le , b la ck  
m o th ers , a s  r e fle c ts  th e  com m unity , 
th e ir  s to r ie s  w ould fla b b e rg a st th e  
u n in itia ted  w h ite  v o lu n teers . L ik e  
th e  p ray er re q u e s t  in  th e  h an d ou t 
fo r  “B a b y  A u stin ,” a four-year-old 
b o y  w ho w as p im ped b y  h is  m o th er  
fo r  c o ca in e  m oney.

W anda, a  b eau tifu l c h o ir  m em 
b er, r e q u e s ts  p ray er fo r  h e r  son  
w ho w as p re ssu re d  to  jo in  a  local 
g a n g  last w eek . W h en  h e  rep lied , “I 
ca n ’t  do t h a t  I g o  to  c h u rc h ,” h e  
kn ew  th e y ’d ta k e  h im  in to  an  alley  
and  b e a t h im  up. C ry in g , th e  you ng  
m o th er  say s sh e  d o esn ’t know  w h en  
sh e  se n d s  h e r  b oy  o ff  to  sch o o l in 
th e  m o rn in g  w h eth er  h e  will live to 
re tu rn  in th e  a fte rn o o n . W h ile  
R a le ig h ’s  w ife, P au le tte , c o m fo rts  
th e  w om an, th e  p a sto r  exp la in s a 
sa lien t point. “W an d a’s  so n  is  s ix  
y e a rs  o ld .”

In th is  h o m e  g ro u p , b e re ft  o f 
la c e  B ib le  c o v e rs , sk i vacatio n  p os
sib ilities , o r  farm  p rop erty , R aleigh  
g iv e s  a ch a lle n g e . “W e a re  sh arin g  
th e  m in istry  o f  th e  b la ck  and th e  
w h ite  to g e th er. W e a re  ch a lle n g in g  
th em  to b e  o p en  and to  g e t  m o re  
involved in cross-cu ltu ral m in istries. 
S o , e sp ecia lly  you b ro th e rs  and s i s  
te r s  o f  th e  d a rk e r  h u e , w hen you 
se e  th o s e  v o lu n teers  c o m e , you 
m ak e  it you r b u sin e ss  to love th em ."

A co n sp ira cy  is  u nveiling. 
R ale igh  W ash in g ton  and G len  
K eh re in  d o n ’t e n c o u ra g e  ch u rc h  
g ro u p s to c o m e  to  C h ica g o  ju st 
b e c a u se  th ey  n eed  peop le to  sw eep , 
c lean , paint, o r  o rg an ize . T h e y  want 
to  in trod u ce tw o g ro u p s w ho have 
b e en  s tra n g e rs  fo r too long. T w o 
g ro u p s that will inevitably learn  to 
love ea ch  o ther. N eb rask a  farm ers 
w ho now  co m e  b ack  to C h icag o  and 
visit, and b lack  fam ilies w ho, n ever 
having se e n  th e  o th e r  sid e o f  C h ica 
g o , now  tak e  a w eek ’s  vacation  on a 
N eb rask a  farm . T w o  gro u p s w ho, if 
R aleigh  and G len  h ave anyth ing  to 
do with it, will b e co m e  one.

lided, th e  o ccasio n  fo r  tru e  racia l reco n 
cilia tion  to ok  p lace.

T h e y  read ily  adm it th at th e ir  w ork 
would b e  im p ossib le  w ithout e a c h  o ther. 
B u t m o re  im p ortant, th e ir  lives would b e  
im p ov erish ed  w ithout e a ch  o ther. E m 
b ed d ed  in o n e  o f  th e  p o o rest se c tio n s  o f 
th e  w o rst s id e  o f th e  m o st racially  te n se  
c ity  in th e  co u n try , th e  K eh re in s  and th e  
W ash in g to n s m ad e a  co m m itm en t to 
e a c h  o th e r  in o rd e r  to  tak e  a  sp ecia l 
d ream  to  th e  A u stin  d is tr ic t o f  C h icag o .

L e ss  th an  10 y e a rs  later, th e  evi
d e n ce  o f  th e ir  w ork  is  stu n n in g . W ith in  
sh ou tin g  d istan ce  o f  th e  notoriou s Cabri- 
ni G ree n  H ou sin g  P ro je c t , C irc le  U rban  
M in istr ie s  re co g n iz e s  th e  c h u rch  a s  th e  
trad ition al h u b  o f  pow er in  th e  b lack  
co m m u n ity  and  w o rk s to  in tro d u ce p eo 
p le to  C h ris t by sh ow in g  how  faith and 
h ard  w ork  ca n  m ak e  th e ir  lives better.

T h e y ’ve p u rch ased  m o re  th an  12 
slum  a p artm en t bu ild ings and co n v erted  
th em  into  d ece n t, a ffo rd ab le  h ou sin g . 
T h e y  o ffe r  s e r v ic e s  lik e  m ed ica l aid, 
leg a l aid , su p p lem en tal ed u cation , food, 
c lo th in g , co u n se lin g , h o u sin g  reh ab ilita 
tion , and you th  re cre a tio n  and develop 
m e n t  T h e  com m u n ity  is  b eg in n in g  to 
tru s t th em .

A nd rig h t a t th e  h e a r t  o f  it a ll is  th e  
R o ck  o f O u r Salvation  E van g elica l F re e  
C h u rch , a  ro llick in g , go od  m u sic , solid 
p reach in g , get-up-and-get-involved kind 
o f  ch u rc h , th a t rem in d s its  b la ck  and 
w h ite  ch ild ren  so  o ften  th at C h ris t died 
fo r th e ir  s in s , th ey  c a n ’t re m e m b e r  th e 
first tim e  th ey  h eard  i t

I t ’s  tw o in th e  m o rn in g  a t th e  d in n er 
tab le . E ven  R a le ig h ’s  15th cu p  o f co f
fe e  is  lo sin g  th e  pow er to  k eep  him  

from  yaw ning. G len  lo o k s o v er  at h is  
friend, h is  pastor, and h is execu tiv e  supe
r io r  and sto p s him  with a g en tle  
rem in d er, “P astor, yo u ’ve g o t to  p reach  
fo r  an  h o u r in th e  m o rn in g  ..."

R aleigh  sto p s s h o r t  and c o c k s  h is 
head  in m o ck  in spiration  and c o rr e c ts  
h im . “T W O  h o u rs to m o rro w !" and h e 
slap s h is  arm  arou nd G len , lau ghing. It’s  
a s c e n e  rem in isce n t o f  M artin  L u th er 
K ing  J r . ’s  d ream , th e  d ream  that is  a real
ity at C irc le  U rban  M in istries . "Som ed ay 
ch ild ren  o f  fo rm er slave o w n ers and ch il
d ren  o f fo rm e r  s lav es  will b e  ab le  to sit 
dow n to g e th er ."

T h e y  w ill do b e tte r  th an  th at. T h e y  
will stan d , s tr e tc h  th e ir  le g s , and w ish 
e a c h  o th e r  a go od  n ig h t’s  re s t . And 
th e n , th ey  w ill co n tin u e  th is  s to ry  
to m orro w . O

Lauralrt Mannes is a free-lance writ
er in Pasadena, Calif. (For more infor
mation about CUM. contact: C ircle I !rba n 
Ministries, I IS North Central, Lhicago. 
I L  6 0 6 4 4 . )
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LETTERS NEXT TO THE LAST WORD

Rea d ers’Rig h t

Y o u r  a r t ic le  

“ A l l  O u r  C h i l 

d r e n ,” [ F e b ./ M a r .

1 9 9 1 ]  h a s  s e r v e d  

a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  

le c t u r e  I d e l iv e r e d  

to  m y  G lo b a l E c o l

o g y  c la s s .  I c o m 

m e n d  y o u  a n d  

W o r ld  V is io n  f o r  b e in g  w i l l in g  to  

“ s t ic k  y o u r  n e c k  o u t ” a n d  d e a l  w ith  

is s u e s  th a t  s t in g  t h e  m id d le - c la s s  

c h u r c h  in  N o r t h  A m e r ic a .  T r u t h  is  

o fte n  q u ite  u n p o p u la r — it  w a s  t r u e  in  

J e s u s ’ d a y  a n d  is  n o  l e s s  t r u e  to d a y .

Ed Squiers, Director 
Randall Center fo r  

Environmental Studies 
Upland, IN

I’m  s u r e  M a r 

ia n  W r ig h t  E d e l-  

m a n  is  d e d ic a t e d  

in  h e r  c r u s a d e  f o r  

c h i ld r e n . H o w e v 

er, a s  t h e  f o u n d e r  

o f  t h e  v e r y  l ib e r a l  

C h ild re n ’s  D e fe n s e  

F u n d  —  w h i c h  

a c c o r d in g  to  F o c u s  o n  t h e  F a m ily ’s 

Citizen m a g a z in e  s u p p o r t s  fe d e r a l  

d a y  c a r e  a n d  s c h o o l  b a s e d  s e x  c l in ic s  

a n d  t e n d s  to  s h a r e  P la n n e d  P a r e n t

h o o d ’s  l ib e r t a r ia n  p h i lo s o p h y  o n  s e x 

u a li ty  a n d  a b o r t io n — I s e r io u s l y  

q u e s t io n  t h e  in t e g r i t y  o f  p r e s e n t in g  

h e r  a s  a  m o d e l  in  a  C h r is t ia n  m a g a 

z in e .

Stephen C. Weber, Pastor 
St. Marys, PA

M o s t  e v a n g e l ic a l  C h r is t ia n s ,  i f  

t h e y  r e a l ly  k n e w , w o u ld  b e  v e r y  c o n 

c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  C D F ’s  p o s it io n  a n d  

w o r k  o n  t e e n  a g e  p r e g n a n c y , s e x  e d u 

c a tio n , a n d  a b o r t io n . C D F  m ig h t  lo o k  

g o o d  b a s e d  u p o n  a  q u ic k  e x t e r n a l

o v e r v ie w  (a n d  I d o  n o t  d o u b t  th a t  

t h e y  p r o v id e  s o m e  m u c h  n e e d e d  s e r 

v i c e s  to  c h i ld r e n  a t  r is k )  b u t  w h e n  

y o u  g e t  r ig h t  d o w n  to  it  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a  

p r o -life  o r g a n iz a t io n  a n d  in  f a c t  t h e y  

a r e  n e t w o r k in g  w ith  t h e  d a r k  f o r c e s  

o f  p r o -a b o r t io n  g r o u p s  in  o u r  n a tio n .

I w o u ld  h o p e  th a t  y o u  w o u ld  

r e c o n s id e r  y o u r  r e c e n t  a r t ic le ,  le t  

y o u r  r e a d e r s  k n o w  w h a t  M a r ia n  

W r ig h t  E d e lm a n  a n d  t h e  C h i ld r e n ’s  

D e f e n s e  F u n d  r e a l ly  s t a n d s  fo r , a n d  

t h e  n e x t  t im e  y o u  d e c id e  to  fe a tu r e  

s o m e o n e ,  p le a s e  t a k e  a  c l o s e r  lo o k  a t  

t h e  v ie w s  o f  th a t  p e r s o n  a n d / o r  

o r g a n iz a t io n . In  s o  d o in g  y o u  w il l  b e t 

t e r  s e r v e  y o u r  c o n t r ib u t e r s ,  y o u r  

c a u s e ,  a n d  o u r  L o r d .

Terry R. Timm, Pastor 
Pittsburgh, PA

E d it o r ’s  R e p ly :

We believe it is possible to salute 
the commitment o f  M arian Wright 
Edelm an, the woman o f  compassion, 
the crusader fo r  American children, 
without necessarily endorsing all o f  
her personal philosophies or the way 
in which the Children’s Defense Fund  
deals with sexuality and abortion.

Mrs. Edelm an describes the mis
sion o f  her work in this way: “We must 
m ake it un-American fo r  any child to 
have to grow up poor, or without ade
quate health care, child care, food, 
shelter, or education. ”

Every Christian, every church in 
A m erica should have no argument 
with that goal. To it we would add the 
responsibility o f  the body o f  Christ to 
share the message o f  God’s gift o f  sal
vation, and the need to personally  
claim  it, to A m erica’s needy children 
in words and deeds easily understood 
by them.

A s  always, we invite readers to 
respond to articles that encourage, 
challenge, or offend.

I’v e  a lw a y s  e n jo y e d  te le v is io n  s p e 

c ia ls  th a t  t a k e  y o u  “b e h in d  th e  

s c e n e s ”  to  s h o w  h o w  t h e  s p e c ia l  

e f f e c t s  a r e  d o n e . L ik e w is e ,  le t  m e  

ta k e  y o u  “ b e h in d  t h e  s c e n e s ” o f  

th is  is s u e .

F o r  e x a m p le ,  B o b  S e ip le  v is it 

e d  M y a n m a r  ( s e e  f a c in g  p a g e )  ju s t  

w e e k s  b e f o r e  t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  

d e v a s t a t in g  f lo o d s  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  

s t r u c k  t h e  A s ia n  c o u n tr y . S o m e

360,000 p e o p le  w e r e  a ffe c te d . W o rld  

V is io n  r e s p o n d e d  q u ic k ly  w ith  

r e l ie f  a n d  r e h a b ilita t io n  a id .

C l o s e r  to  h o m e , W o r ld  V is io n  

w o r k s  w ith  c h u r c h e s  a n d  p a r t n e r  

a g e n c ie s  s u c h  a s  C i r c le  U r b a n  M in 

is t r ie s  o f  C h ic a g o  in  t h e  m in is t r y  o f  

r e c o n c il ia t io n . C U M  is  h ig h l ig h t e d  

in  o u r  a r t ic le  “ C o m p le m e n ta r y  C o l

o r s ”  b e g in n in g  o n  p a g e  18 . T h e  

C o m m u n ity  o f  H o p e  in  W a s h in g to n , 

D .C .,  t h e  M e m p h is  L e a d e r s h ip  

F o u n d a tio n  in  T e n n e s s e e ,  a n d  F a m 

ily  C o n s u lta t io n  S e r v ic e s ,  In c . in  

A t la n ta  a r e  b u t  a  f e w  o t h e r  s u c h  

v ita l m in is tr ie s  w ith  w h ic h  W o r ld  

V is io n  is  p le a s e d  to  b e  id e n tif ie d .

N o  s p e c ia l  e f f e c t s ;  j u s t  h a r d  
w o r k !  - -—Terry Madison
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A  Sen s e  o f  T im in g

For Y ou -
The Debby Boone 

Christmas Recording
W o r l d  V i s i o n  is  g r a t e f u l  t o  c a r 

i n g  f r i e n d s  l i k e  y o u  w h o  o p e n  

t h e i r  h e a r t s  t o  t h e  n e e d y  c h i l d r e n  
o f  t h e  w o r l d .

S o  a s  a  s p e c i a l  t h a n k - y o u  w h e n  

y o u  s e n d  a  g i f t  o f  8 2 5  o r  m o r e  t o  
h e l p  a  n e e d y  c h i l d  t h i s  h o l i d a y  

s e a s o n ,  w e ’v e  m a d e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  

f o r  y o u  t o  r e c e i v e  a  c a s s e t t e  o r  

c o m p a c t  d i s c  o f  D e b b y  B o o n e ’s 
C h r i s t m a s  r e c o r d i n g ,  H o m e f o r  
Christm as.

Y o u ’ l l  e n j o y  D e b b y ’ s  c l e a r ,  

s w e e t  v o i c e  i n  a  h o l i d a y  s a m p l e r  
o f  1 1  C h r i s t m a s  f a v o r i t e s .  T h e y  

i n c l u d e  “ H a r k !  T h e  H e r a ld  A n g e ls  

S i n g ”  “ S i le n t  N i g h t ] ’ a n d  “ W h i t e  

C h r i s t m a s ”  i n  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  

d u e t  w i t h  R o s e m a r y  C l o o n e y .

S o  i f  y o u ’ v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  

a  s p e c i a l  g i f t  t o  h e l p  a  n e e d y  c h i l d  
t h is  C h r is t m a s ,  g i v e  it 

n o w ,  a n d  e n j o y  t h is  

w o n d e r f u l  r e c o r d i n g  
f o r  m a n y  C h r is t m a s e s  j 

t o  c o m e .

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■
Yes, send me 
Debby Boone’s 
Christmas Recording.
Enclosed is my gift of 825 or 
more for a child who needs my help.
Amount enclosed 8
I prefer □  Cassette (76) □  Cl) (77) *
Please respond now to assure early delivery 

Name__

Address   ____________

City, State. Zip__
Thank you! Your gilt is lax deductible 
minus (ho value ol the recording 
Ploaso make your check payable to

WORLD I VISION
I )  Boom- K rcord lnK . I*»i*adcna, < A 911.41

U n restra in ed  jo y  accom panied  
th e  s ta tem en t,“W e didn’t  e x p ect 
you to co m e  so  quickly.” T w o  

ch u rch  lead ers  in M yan m ar [for
m erly  B u rm a] conveyed  th e  sam e  m e s
sa g e  during th e  last day o f o u r v is it  O ur 
p re se n ce  and in ten t to  s ta r t  a  health -care  
m in istry  in  th is  trou bled  land su rprised  
th e  C h ristian  lead ersh ip  o f  M yanm ar.

A pparently  th ey  assu m ed  th at it w as 
too so o n  s in ce  “th e  d ifficu lties,” th at 
eu p h em ism  th ey  u se  to  fo cu s th e  pain o f 
th e  last th re e  y ears . N o o n e  is  qu ite  su re  
th o se  “d ifficu lties” a re  over, b u t th e  m em 
o rie s  o f  M yan m ar’s  m o st r e c e n t  national 
trau m a are  deeply e tch ed  on  th e  m ind s o f 
th e  people.

W e h ave se e n  th e  situation unfold 
m any tim es  arou nd th e  w orld. G ra ss  
ro o ts  d em o cracy  m o v em en ts appeal to 
so m eth in g  in h eren t in e a ch  individual. 
H op es and d ream s p ou r o u t into th e 
s tre e ts . S tu d en ts, em b old en ed  by youth
ful idealism  and hop in g  to se cu re  a b e tte r  
fu tu re, lead th e  d em o nstratio n s.

T h e  arm y is  su m m on ed. A n ger 
m ix es  w ith fear, ign iting  a h o lo c a u s t F ire  
pow er re d u ce s  youthful optim ism  to 
p ools o f  blood.

W e saw  it a t T ian an m en  S q u are . W e 
held o u r b reath  at Red Sq u are  until th e  
Soviet tan ks retreated . In M yanm ar, up
ward o f  10 ,000  people, including young 
sch o o l ch ild ren , w ere killed b e fo re  th e  
sh oo tin g  stopped. A  h e lp less  su llen n ess 
replaced m utinous rage. F ea r  diluted th eir 
righ teou s indignation. A resen tfu l s ilen ce  
fell o ver th e  land, and in th is co n tex t cam e 
th e  h op e o f  an opp ressed  people, “W e 
didn’t e x p ect you to co m e  so  quickly."

It would b e  ea sy  to allow  o u r co rp o 
ra te  e g o  to tak e  over. W orld V ision  likes 
to b e  first. W e are  know n for push in g  th e  
lim its o f accep tab le  risks. R esp on siven ess 
is  a  c o re  value. W e have a b ias  for action , 
esp ecia lly  w hen w e d iscern  vulnerable 
people, p oor people w ho need to w itn ess 
and e x p e rien ce  s ig n s  o f  hope.

W e should  b e  th ere , and o th er agen 
c ie s  should  follow. 'H ie  tru th , how ever, is 
that no o n e  in W orld V ision  w as even 
thinking about M yanm ar. W e had 96  o ther 
co u n tries to  w orry  a b o u t R eso u rces w ere 
already stretch ed . R ecession  had p erm e
ated an already dysfunctional world. T h is  
w as a tim e to  k eep  o u r head dow n, ey e s  
forw ard. R each in g  out tow ards so m e
th in g  new, w h ere  m arketin g  would be 
problem atical at b est, in a p lace w h ere  
hum an righ ts had taken  an exten d ed  h ol
iday, m ade no p ragm atic se n se  at all.

B u t th re e  y ears  ago, ju s t  b e fo re  “th e  
d ifficu lties” b egan , a  K an sas b u sin ess
m an and h is  w ife stopped o ff  in M yanm ar 
during an extended  around-the-world trip. 
T h e y  b arely  g o t out in tim e. Stud en ts 
w ere  alread y riotin g  in th e  s tree ts . T h e  
m ilitary  w as on  th e  m ove. T h e  a irp o rts 
w ere  abou t to c lo se  and ugly ru m ors 
beg an  to  ru n  ram pant th rou gh  th e  city  o f 
Rangoon.

It certa in ly  w asn’t th e  b e s t  p art o f a 
four-m onth holiday. Actually, it tu rned  out 
to  b e  th e  w o rs t  P o o r accom m od ation s, 
lousy food, th e  opp ression  o f a  police 
sta te , and a p rem atu re e x it  ch aracterized  
th e  v is it  S o  it w as som ew hat surprising 
w hen th is  coup le recen tly  linked up with 
W orld V ision , d esirin g  to b e co m e  p art
n e rs  in a  m in istry  focu sed  on th e  poor 
and th e ir  ch ild ren  in M yanm ar.

Surprising, but not strange. T h is  cou
ple had b een  m aterially b lessed  and want
ed  to retu rn  a  portion o f  that b lessin g  to 
o th ers . Solution-oriented  people, they 
realized that th ey  had to b e  “in th e  ring” if 
th e  p ro b lem s w ere to  b e  solved. T h ey  
replaced  m oral b reast-b eatin g  and o th er 
fo rm s o f  pontifieation with doing. T h ey  
understood co m p assion  a s  som eth in g  
o th e r  than a sp ecta to r s p o r t  T h ey  
brou ght an en trep ren eu ria l spirit to one 
o f  th e  m ost co m p lex  p rob lem s on earth , 
th e  recon ciliation  o f  a people w ho had 
m ost recen tly  looked  at on e  an oth er from 
both s id es o f  a K alashnikov rifle.

“W e didn’t ex p ect you to co m e so  
quickly." N either did we! B u t som etim e 
b efo re  M yanm ar erupted into ch ao s. God 
was already planting th e  se e d s  o f  so lu 
tion, touch in g  th e  h e a rts  o f people who 
would b e  bold en ou gh , and obedient 
en ou g h , to b e  h is hands, in h is tim ing, in 
a p lace w h ere  G od had b een  long b efore  
any o f us. f l
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For m ost o f the world’s poor, hunger is subtle. It works slowly. Poor diet 
and occasional days without food cripple the body’s immune system. 

Diarrhea and other diseases, often carried by dirty drinking water, take hold 
and often lead to death.

Saddest o f  ail, the world has enough food to feed itself. Drought, war, 
bad government econom ic policies and poor distribution are the real culprits.

Is there hope? Absolutely. The hope com es from people like you, working 
through World Vision, w ho offer a cup o f cold water in  Jesu s’ nam e to people 
in need— providing emergency food, medicine and health care as tangible 
expressions o f God’s love.

Your generosity today m eans life for hungry people “ For w hen I was 
hungry you gave me food” Jesus said in  Matthew 25. .

Please join us in helping. W O R L D lv iS IO N
r  _      - --------------------- 1 -  -  -    “  I

Yes, I Want To Help!

I ’m enclosing □  $150 □  $400 □  $900 □

Name.

Address.

City, State, Zip.

Please make your check payable to World Vision. Thank you.
Mail today to: W o rld  Vision/Hunger

Box 0  a i c r a i
Pasadena, CA 91109 i f S S B p !
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