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TRAVEL

South Pacific Adventure I
Feb., 1 9 7 2 — 3 0  D A Y S

TAHITI 
FIJI ISLANDS 

NEW ZEALAND 
AUSTRALIA 

NEW GUINEA 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 

THE HEBRIDES 
HAWAII

COME WITH US TO THE 
BIBLE LANDS
Ninth Annual Tour 

Feb. 14 to Feb. 2 3 , 1 9 7 2

with

DR. JO H N  G. BALYO
C e d a r  H ill B a p tis t  C h u rc h  

C le v e la n d , O hio

DR. W IL B U R  C. ROOKE
E u c lid -N o ttin g h a m  B a p tis t C h u rc h  

C le v e la n d , O hio

$599 from  N ew  York

— All expense paid—

HAWAII
FO U R C O LO R FU L IS LA N D S

Hawaii-Maui-Kauai-Oahu
DE P A R TS F IR S T  SA TU R D A Y  

EVERY M O N T H

10 E N C H A N T IN G  DAYS  

Includes
First-class hotels 
Comprehensive sightseeing 
Most meals 
Transfers

Plus Optional Extension
Low sensible rates from 

ALL major U.S. c ities

Write for colorful brochure

CHINA- 1 9 7 2
First Christian Tour to 
Mainland China
S H A N G H A I ,  L a rg e s t  C ity
P E K I N G ,  C a p ita l C ity
C A N T O N ,  M o s t M o d e rn  C ity
G R E A T  W A L L  O F  C H I N A
P L U S :  H o n g  K o n g , M a n ila ,  
T a iw a n ,  J a p a n , H a w a ii
Space will be reserved on a “ first come—first 
served" basis. Tour members on the waiting list 
will be notified immediately the moment we are 
advised by the officials of the People’s Republic 
of China that tourism may begin. At this time, the 
complete details of the program w ill be advised 
to members.

CHRISTMAS IN 
BETHLEHEM TOUR

D e c . 2 0  to  2 9 ,1 9 7 1 ,1 0  d a y s  
$ 5 9 9  f r o m  N e w  Y o r k

Special arrangements have been made for par­
ticipants on this tour to be in Bethlehem on 
Christmas Eve and to participate in the annual 
C h ris tm a s  S e rv ic e  a t S h e p h e rd 's  F ie ld  in 
Bethlehem.

HOLY LAND SPECIAL
For Pastors and Christian Workers 

DR. CHARLES F. PFEIFFER
Central M ichigan University,
Tour Host and Bible Lecturer

J a n . 3  to  1 2 ,1 9 7 2  
$ 5 5 5  f r o m  N e w  Y o r k

'African Explorer" Tour
D ec., 1 9 7 2 — 4 0  D A Y S  

Cruise on the  beautiful
ORPHEUS

LAS PALMAS 
SANTA CRUZ 
DAKAR (Senegal) 
MONROVIA (Liberia) 
ABIDJAN (Ivory Coast) 
TEMA-ACCRA (Ghana) 
LAGOS (Nigeria)
POINTE NOIRE (Gabon) 
LUANDA (Angola) 
SW AKOPMUND  
CAPE TOWN 
PORT ELIZABETH  
EAST LONDON  
□URBAN

Dept, wv 7 W e s t M adison S t., Chicago,
3 1 2 /2 3 6 -2 2 2 5

GOTAAS W O R L D  TRAVEL
I. 6 0 6 0 2

Please write us for our list of tours to all parts 
of the world at all seasons of the year. This list 
is being constantly revised.
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her greatest hour
Paul, Irenaeus, Patrick, Columba, Aidan, Boniface, 

Brainerd, Carey, M artyn, Judson, Livingstone, Taylor, 
S tudd. These names recall some splendid hours in the 
grand sweep o f  Christian missions through the cen­
turies. In view o f  such a roll call, it is then the more 
heart-quickening to  hear our own time described as 
“missions’ greatest h o u r” (p. 6). In m aking such a 
claim, Don Hillis points no t only to  exciting areas of 
mission advance bu t also to  challenges which remain. 
This issue o f World Vision Magazine highlights the 
tw o greatest challenges in term s o f  sheer num bers: (1) 
China, by way o f  a reminder o f the necessity for 
planning fu ture strategy (p. 10) and (2) India, by way 
o f  a rem inder o f  how  God can open doors to  the 
influential upper reaches o f  governm ent (p. 13).

One acute problem  resulting from  the very success 
o f the mission enterprise is the search for healthy 
relationships between missions and  the churches they 
found. A conference to  study this problem  is being 
called together at the end o f  this m onth  in Green 
Lake, Wisconsin, by the Evangelical Foreign Missions 
Association and the Interdenom inational Foreign 
Mission Association. Some 400  mission executives, 
educators, pastors, national church leaders overseas, 
and students are being invited to  discuss what the 
co-sponsors call “ the m ost serious issue facing world 
missions in the 70 ’s.”

John Savage suggests for us a solution to  the 
problem  (p. 16) along lines which are quite different 
from  another solution proposed by Peter Wagner, 
whose article is scheduled to  appear in our next issue 
which should be in our readers’ hands just prior to  
the convening o f  this significant conference.

W o r ld  V is io n  M a g a z in e  is p u b lis h e d  m o n th ly  b y  W o r ld  V is io n  
In te rn a t io n a l ,  a n o n p r o f i t  re lig io u s  c o rp o ra t io n  fo u n d e d  b y  D r .  B o b  
P ierce ; D r .  W . S ta n le y  M o o n e y h a m , p re s id e n t.

W h ile  th e  e d ito rs  a re  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  c o n te n ts  o f  W o r ld  V is io n  
M a g a z in e , v ie w p o in ts  o f  a u th o rs  a re  n o t  n ec essarily  th o s e  o f  th e  e d ito rs  
or W o r ld  V is io n  In te rn a t io n a l .

W o r ld  V is io n  M a g a z in e  is a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A s s o c ia te d  C h u rc h  Press 
a n d  th e  E v a n g e lic a l Press A s s o c ia t io n . S u b s c r ip tio n  ra te :  $ 4  fo r  o n e  
y e a r, $ 7  f o r  tw o  y ea rs , $ 9 .5 0  f o r  th re e  y ea rs , $ 1 5  f o r  f iv e  yea rs . A n  
a d d it io n a l d o l la r  p e r  y e a r  is c h a rg e d  o n  eac h  s u b s c r ip tio n  o u ts id e  th e

U n ite d  S ta te s  and  C a n a d a . (C a n a d ia n  sub scribers  p lease use 
In te rn a t io n a l  M o n e y  O rd e r .)  S in g le  c o p y  p r ic e  is 4 0  c en ts . S p e c ia l ra te  
fo r  m is s io n aries : $ 4  p er y e a r, in c lu d e s  postage.

S e n d  a ll e d ito r ia l  c o rre s p o n d e n c e , s u b s c rip t io n  in fo rm a t io n  and  
changes o f  address to  W o r ld  V is io n  M a g a z in e , 9 1 9  W est H u n tin g to n  
D riv e , M o n ro v ia , C a lifo rn ia  9 1 0 1 6 .  Please send ch an g e o f  address a t 
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M o n ro v ia , C a lifo rn ia .



Your gift 
4o£a day

($12.00 A MONTH)

readers' 
right

BRINGS FOOD...SHELTER...MEDICAL 
HELP... EDUCATION ...HOPE... AND 
LIFE ITSELF

Right now, millions of little children face  
unspeakable suffering. Some die of hunger. 
S om e d ie  from  w ant o f m ed ic ines  and  
treatment. Many have endured the loss or 
abandonment of their parents.
If you can give 400 a day, you can help 
save one child from suffering and death. 
M ore than 26,000 concerned Christians  
have taken upon themselves the responsi­
bility for the care of 31,000 needy children 
all over the world — 20 countries in all. 
Children taken into the Childcare Program 
are given Christian love, understanding 
and security. As a Childcare sponsor, you 
will receive a biographical sketch and a 
photograph of your child. You will be able 
to write to him; he will write to you.

MAIL THIS COUPON NOW
Will you help save one child’s life? Will you 
set aside just $12.00 a month to bring the 
priceless elements of life and happiness 
to one desperate child?
Your sponsorship is tax deductible.

W O R L p fv iS lO N  IN T E R N A T IO N A L
Box 0 /  Pasadena /  California /

YES, I’ll sponsor a needy child at 
$12.00 per month. Please send me 
photo and history of my child.

I’d like to sponsor a little boy.

I’d like to sponsor a little girl.

I cannot sponsor a child at this time, 
however, here is my contribution of 
$ to help support the work
of World Vision Childcare.

Please send me more information 
about sponsorship.

M24-W19

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

Storm Warning Followed by Prayer 
Sir: I do not have the habit of writing 
commentary on articles I read, but 
after having read Dr. Mooneyham’s 
article in the June issue entitled, 
“Lord, Save China from American 
Evangelical Opportunists!” I could not 
but send my warmest appreciation. He 
should include in his warning not only 
American evangelicals, but also Chris­
tians of any shade coming out of the 
West.

I hope that this thoughtful and 
thought-provoking article may be read 
by church leaders and mission board 
executives throughout the country and 
then be followed by sincere prayers 
for China, for ourselves and for our 
fellow Christians in Asia.

Juel N ordby  
Board o f  Missions 

o f  the U nited M eth od ist Church 
N ew  York, N ew  York

Sir: The Cumberland Presbyterian
Church has consistently avoided the 
temptation to “use” United States 
missions people in China. Dr. Mooney- 
ham has given us fair warning. We will 
do well to explore the will of God in 
this matter more carefully than we 
sometimes do when “doors open.”

D udley Condron, Secretary 
D ivision o f  E ducation  fo r  Mission 
Cum berland Presbyterian Church 

M em phis, Tennessee

Sir: I stand right with Dr. Mooney- 
ham. Thank you for this brotherly 
admonition to do God’s work in the 
right way and together.

Vernon R . Wiebe 
General Secretary  

M ennonite Brethren Missions /Services 
H illsboro, Kansas

Sir: I would like to  tell you how much 
I value the articles by Dr. Mooneyham, 
Lit-sen Chang and Frank Farrell. I 
spent nearly 30 years as a missionary 
in Central China, Honan and Hupeh 
Provinces. E dw ard Sovik
Lutheran L iterature S oc ie ty  fo r  China 

N orth field , M innesota

Five Points for the Bulletin Board 
Sir: I cannot help but drop you a few 
lines thanking you for the last issue of 
the magazine which I truly feel is a 
China issue, and you know how my 
heart is in that land. I enjoyed so very 
greatly all three of Dr. Rees’ editorials

(June issue), and let us hope and pray 
that the Great Wall will in the near 
future “come down.”

The last of his three editorials on 
“Insensitivity” was so excellent that I 
have taken the liberty of posting them 
on the bulletin board of our Glading 
Presbyterian Church. The five points 
so wonderfully brought out were in­
delibly impressed on my wife and 
myself. Oh, how very true these!

J.L. H ow e, Jr.
Chinese Christian Church and Center 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

“Amen” and “ Right On”
Sir: Brother Pannell is on target when 
he says there is evidence the emphasis 
is changing from the extremes of social 
activism or evangelism to a more 
balanced view of the gospel (Person­
ality Profile, May issue).

I have just returned to my suburb 
from an exciting conference where 
some 200 of my city sisters discussed 
how to become involved in the world 
in which we live. It was beautiful to 
observe these Christian black women 
co n c e rn e d  about achieving this 
balance. My heart uttered “Amen,” 
“Praise the Lord,” and “Right On” as 
we struggled with the issue.

Our brother is correct. This could 
well be the finest hour of the darker 
races. Thank you for including this 
perspective in your magazine.

L ois M. O ttaw ay  
Wheaton, Illinois

Since 1 964
Sir: In the April issue in the section 
“Globe at a Glance,” there is a ref­
erence to a Bible college opening in 
Sierra Leone. If this refers to  the 
Sierra Leone Bible College, and we 
know of no other such institution in 
that country, it might be of interest to 
indicate that the school opened as a 
cooperative venture of the Wesleyan, 
U nited  Brethren, and Missionary 
Churches in October, 1964, and has 
operated continuously since then. It 
did begin its first extension classes 
recently, and perhaps an erroneous 
inference was made from the fact that 
the college itself had just begun its 
operation.

Paul Erdel 
D irector o f  Overseas Missions 

The M issionary Church 
F ort Wayne, Indiana
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A forum for expression 
o f personal opinion, 
criticism and dissent.

“EDIFICE COMPLEX?”
by Howard A. Snyder

Just th ink  o f  it!
“ If you had asked, “Where is the 

church?’ in any im portant city o f  the 
ancient world where Christianity had 
penetrated in the first century, you 
would have been directed to  a group 
o f  worshiping people gathered in a 
house. There was no special building 
or other tangible wealth with which to  
associate ‘church,’ only people!” So 
wrote the late Walter Oetting in a 
significant little book, The Church o f  
the Catacombs.

Unessential for Growth
Christians did no t begin to build 

church buildings until about 200 A.D. 
This fact suggests tha t, whatever else 
church buildings may be useful for, 
they are n o t  essential either for num er­
ical g row th  or spiritual dep th . The 
early Church possessed both  these 
qualities and the C hurch’s greatest 
period o f  vitality and growth was 
during the first tw o centuries A.D. In 
other words, the Church grew fastest 
when it did not have the help—or 
hindrance—o f church buddings.

But if  it is really true that church 
buildings are no t essential either for 
g ro w th  or spirituality, why do 
churches today depend so heavily on 
buildings? Is it true the Church suffers 
an “edifice com plex?”

Church buildings attest to  five facts 
about the Church today.

First, church buildings are a witness 
to  our im m obility . What is more im­
movable than a church building? And 
yet Christians are, supposedly, way­
faring pilgrims. Christians are to  be a 
mobile people. In the Old Testam ent 
the portable tabernacle was the 
symbol o f G od’s presence in com ­
m unity w ith His people. The Old 
Testam ent tabernacle did not find its 
fulfillm ent in impressive church build­
ings, but in the fleshly tem p le ,peo p le .

The gospel says “go,” but our 
church buildings say “ stay .” The 
gospel says “ seek the lost,” bu t our 
structures say “let the lost seek the 
Church.”

Second, church buildings are a w it­
ness to  our in flex ib ility . As soon as we 
erect a building, we cu t down our 
options by at least 75 percent. Once 
the building is up  and in use, the 
Church program is largely determined. 
The Sunday m orning service allows the 
direct participation o f  only a few— 
dictated by the sanctuary layout. Basi­
cally the services will be a m atter o f 
one person speaking to  all the rest, and 
this one person will be set apart and 
recognized as a professional—dictated 
by the p latform  arrangement. And so 
on. Architecture solidifies program.

The problem , a t heart, is not one of 
poor planning. It is a m atter o f  the 
inherent lim itations o f  church build­
ings. Buildings are, by nature, in­
flexible. They are inflexible and they 
e n c o u ra g e  inflexibility—or worse, 
stagnation.

Slaves to Brick and Mortar
After a num ber o f  years as an 

u r b a n  minister in Los Angeles, 
Lawrence Carter said it this way: “At 
present, city churches are slaves to  
their brick and m ortar a t a time when 
the Church needs to  be flexible, adapt­
able, and relevant to  the very real 
needs, sorrows, and aspirations o f  a 
rapidly changing urban population .” 
And the same could be said o f  the 
m ajority o f  suburban and small town 
churches.

Third, church buildings are a w it­
ness to  our lack o f  fe llow sh ip . Church 
buildings may be worshipful places, 
but usually they are no t friendly 
places. They are uncom fortable and 
impersonal. Church buildings are not 
made for fellowship, for koinonia  in

the biblical sense. They are made for 
worship. And worship w ithout fellow­
ship becomes something cold and 
divorced from  mundane reality.

In probably 90 percent o f  all 
church buildings the sanctuary seating 
consists o f wooden pews arranged in 
rows and fastened securely to  the 
floor. The pews are arranged to  make 
it nearly impossible for the worshiper 
to  see the face o f  any other worshiper. 
It is as though the ideal would be to  
isolate each worshiper in his own 
private booth  so he could see only the 
minister and not be distracted by 
others present! But if  we are to  
worship the Lord together, we need to 
com m unicate. And to communicate 
with each other as we worship, we 
m ust be able to  see each other. We 
m ust be able to  see the attentive face, 
the tearful eye, the quiet smile that 
tell us something is happening and let 
us enter in to  worship together.

Infrequent Koinonia
Many congregations are sensing this 

lack o f  fellowship in the Church and 
so are building new structures with 
something called a “ fellowship hall.” 
But how  frequently do we attain , 
either in the fellowship hall, the sanc­
tuary or the Sunday school class, 
anything tha t can truly be called fel­
lowship. True koinonia, real biblical 
Christian fellowship such as experi­
enced by  the early Christians, is 
lacking in m ost churches today.

And so a stranger may attend a 
Christian church for weeks and never 
encounter the winsome, warm, loving 
fellowship th a t draws a person to 
Christ. Such a situation simply would 
have been impossible in 100 A.D.

F ourth , church buildings are a 
witness to  our pride. We insist tha t our 
church structures must be beautiful 
a n d  well-appointed—which usually 
means expensive. We justify this on 
the basis tha t God deserves the best. 
But such thinking may be little more 
than the rationalizing o f  carnal pride.

We might also say tha t, after all, we 
are ambassadors for the King o f  kings. 
But this does no t justify  spending vast 
resources to  build embassies. We may 
forget th a t our King is at war, and we 
are called to  be His witnessing soldiers.

We have other justifications for our



expensive tem ples. We m ay, for in­
stance, feel tha t we m ust have beauti­
ful buildings in o rder to  draw  sinners 
to  the Church and thus to  Christ. But 
two things are wrong here. First, the 
concept is wrong. The C hurch is to 
seek the  sinner, n o t vice versa. Second, 
the m otivation is wrong. We try  to  
a ttract sinners by appealing to  pride, 
which Christ never does.

We say tha t our church buildings 
m ust be in harm ony—in style and 
value—w ith  th e  architecture o f  the 
com m unity. But this idea m ay merely 
be a b rand o f  conform ity  to  the  world. 
A gospel w ith New Testam ent dy­
nam ics does n o t need the added appeal 
o f  an attractive building. In fact, a fine 
church structure may simply a ttract 
the Pharisees and repel the poor. T hat 
has, afte r all, happened  before in 
Church history .

Witness to Division
Finally, church buildings are a 

witness to  our class divisions. The 
early Church was com posed o f  rich 
and poor, Jew  and Greek, b lack and 
w hite , ignorant and  educated. But our 
m odern  church buildings advertise to  
the w orld th a t this is n o t true  today.

The new  family in the com m unity  
goes for a drive and looks over the 
neighborhood church buildings. They 
choose one th a t looks like it is “their 
k ind” —one th a t w ould contain  people 
o f  approxim ately  the same incom e, 
education , and color as themselves. In 
m ost cases, a careful look  a t the 
building is enough to  tell them  
w hether they w ould “ feel a t hom e” 
there. O f course, occasionally they 
m ay be fooled by a lower class church 
th a t is m oving up in the world and has 
just com pleted  a building program.

The fau lt here lies m uch deeper 
than  m ere architecture. But the build­
ing is a witness. It is a signpost telling 
the world o f  the church’s class con­
sciousness and exclusiveness.

O ur church buildings, th en , witness 
to  the immobility, inflexibility, lack of 
fellowship, pride, and class divisions in 
the m odern Church.

W hat then should be done? Should 
we simply abandon the  use o f  church 
structures? This is precisely what I 
suggest. A different kind o f  architec­
ture is no t enough. Rem em ber, during

its m ost vital 150 years, the Christian 
Church had no church buildings. In 
those days it was m obile, flexible, 
f r i e n d ly ,  h u m b le ,  inclusive—and 
growing rapidly.

We could recom m end less radical 
solutions—less building-centered pro­
grams, more visitation evangelism, 
simpler architecture. But why? Why 
continue building temples? Why not 
simply do away with them? Tradi­
tional church buildings are unneces­
sary in an urban world and are a 
hindrance to  biblical Christianity.

Of course j to suggest tha t church 
buildings are unnecessary im m ediately 
raises a storm  o f  objections:

“What would be done w ith all that 
p roperty?” C hrist’s w ords suggest a 
response to  a church w ith great pos­
sessions: “G o, sell w hat you possess 
and give to  the p o o r , . . .  and com e, 
follow m e” (M atthew  19:21 RSV).

“ B u t where w ould Christians 
m eet?”  In hom es, as did the early 
Christians. We would go back to  the 
“ church in you r house .”

“But houses are to o  small!”  Then 
divide the church in to  groups o f 12 to 
15 people. This would facilitate fel­
lowship and would allow  the m em bers 
to  get acquainted.

Rent a Storefront!
“But we heed large-group corporate 

w orship.” Then le t the church ren t a 
small hall or garage or storefront 
where it can m eet for corporate 
worship once or tw ice a week, and no t 
spend hundreds o f  thousands o f  dol­
lars to  provide a large sanctuary tha t is 
used only five or six hours weekly.

“ But people w ould n o t be a ttracted  
to  a garage or s to re fro n t.” Well, there 
are tw o kinds o f  people—those com ­
m itted  to  Christ and those who are 
no t. Those com m itted  to  Christ will 
m eet anywhere. Those who are n o t, it 
is true , probably would no t flock to  a 
dingy garage or hum ble sto refron t. But 
this is im m aterial if the church is a 
missionary com m unity and if  the basic 
un it is the small home Bible study 
group. In this case, evangelism happens 
outside o f  “church .” Hence there is no 
concern or reason to  a ttract the un­
com m itted  to  the  place o f  worship. 
Once they have m et Christ, they will 
come.

“But a garage or storefront would 
be too small.” That depends on the 
C hurch’s objective. If  the goal is to 
bring an ever larger num ber o f  people 
together in one place, then indeed a 
small rented location would not do. If 
the goal is the growth o f  the Body of 
Christ, a large group is n o t necessary. 
Healthy growth is growth by division. 
Let the church form  tw o separate 
congregations when it outgrows its 
facilities. Perhaps a lim it o f  100 people 
or so should be set on a local group 
before it divides in two.

The Sm all G roup Is Basic
“ But this would mean churches of 

only 50 to  100 members. That is too 
small to  carry on a full church p ro­
gram .” T rue—if we m ust have a m en’s 
organization, a w om en’s organization, 
a you th  organization, a children’s or­
ganization, a “ senior citizens” club, a 
Sunday school, a midweek prayer 
service, a training program, five boards 
and 10 com m ittees (about par for the 
ecclesiastical course). But w ith a 
flexible program  tha t is no t edifice- 
centered, this is no t necessary. The 
basic un it o f  organization becomes the 
small group, and the  thesis is that 
every essential organizational function 
o f  the church can be effectively car­
ried ou t through these groups.

In these last days, so parallel to  
New Testam ent tim es, church build­
ings are an anachronism  the Church 
cannot afford to  keep.

H ow ard A. S n yder is dean o f  the Free 
M eth od ist Theological Sem inary in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil.



■here is little if  any literature more dram atic and 
meaningful than that which is found  in the mistakenly-titled 
book, The Acts o f  the Apostles. The characteristic which 
places this little book above all other books o f history is the 
fact that it is an account o f  the works o f  the Holy Spirit o f  
God. Adm ittedly those works were wrought through people, 
but that is the reason this book is both  exciting and forever 
contem porary.

It is notew orthy tha t not all o f  the Holy Spirit’s acts are 
recorded in the book. O f our L ord’s brief ministry on earth it 
has been said: “ . . .  there are also m any other things which 
Jesus did, the which, if they should be w ritten every one, I 
suppose tha t even the world itself could not contain the 
books tha t should be w ritten”  (John 2 1 :25). The same could 
be said about the many things done by the Holy Spirit during 
the days o f  the early Church. He did m any more things than 
were recorded and He is doing more things now than will 
ever appear in print.

It is also notew orthy th a t the book o f  Acts has no formal 
ending. The im plication is th a t the works o f  the Holy Spirit 
have never ceased. In o ther words, we are living today in Acts 
29 or 30 or 50 or perhaps more m eaningfully, Acts 71. And 
what could be more exciting than to  be involved in the works 
o f  the Holy Spirit in 1971!

Everyman a Beggar for Help?

Of all the stirring episodes recorded in the book o f  Acts, 
few have more meaning and contem porary application than 
the account found in the th ird  and fourth  chapters. It is the 
familiar story o f  an unnam ed m an who was born a hopeless 
cripple. The story tells us he cared for him self as best he 
could by sitting at the gate o f  the tem ple and begging. Like 
all the stories in Luke’s well-written h istory, this one teaches 
us spiritual lessons which go beyond the physical healing o f  a 
helpless individual. Is it n o t true tha t all men enter this world 
lame and in one way or another find their way to  a tem ple to 
beg for help?

A s associate d irec to r o f  The Evangelical A lliance Mission 
(TEAM ), D on W. Hillis is ac tive ly  involved in overseas 
missions.

Suffice it to  say, the lame man in Acts had an experience 
through the work o f  the Holy Spirit that changed him into a 
jubilant witness for Christ. He is described as doing some­
thing he had never done before (he walked), going some­
where he had never gone before (into the tem ple), and saying 
something he had never said before (praised God). He 
became the object o f  am azem ent to  those who had seen him 
for so many years.
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by Don W. Hillis
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In her greatest hour, 
missions faces a  crisis 

of opportunity.
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This in part is the exciting story o f  world evangelism 
today. Never in the history o f  missions have there been so 
m any lame-born men and women seated by so m any gates o f  
so many tem ples asking for so many kinds o f  help. Never 
have there been so m any Peters and Johns in so m any areas 
o f  the w orld, seeing so m any things happen in the name o f 
Jesus Christ. And never have there been so m any calls for so 
m any more servants o f  Christ, to  stand in so m any gaps and 
make up so m any hedges as today. World missions in 1971 
presents to  us a crisis o f  opportunity.

“ Help W anted”

The last 50 years have given to  us m ore missionary 
societies, m inistering in m ore countries, in more ways, and 
through m ore media than in any o ther equivalent period o f 
church h istory. There is no gift, ap titude, or training tha t a 
dedicated young person cannot exploit today for the glory o f 
G od in some mission field. I do no t know o f one God- 
honoring evangelical foreign missionary society tha t has not 
pu t o u t “Help W anted” signs. This is m issions’ greatest hour.

It is som ething m ore than the careless statem ent o f  an 
over-enthusiastic missionary to  say tha t Africa provides 
greater opportunities for the gospel now  than at any other 
period o f  the h isto ry  o f  missions in tha t land. F ifteen years 
ago there were only four independent states on the con­
tinent. Today there are 40  sovereign nations. T hirty-four o f 
Africa’s heads o f  state have received part or all o f  their 
training in mission schools. This does no t m ean all o f  them  
are born-again believers in Jesus Christ. It does, however, 
create a strong opportun ity  for open doors to  the gospel. In 
not a few  o f these nations, the teaching o f the Bible is 
included in the official curriculum  o f  the schools.

Dr. David B. B arrett, d irector o f  the Unit o f Research, 
Nairobi, Kenya estim ates a growth rate in sub-Saharan Africa 
o f five percent per annum  o f those who call themselves 
Christian (P ro testan t, Rom an Catholic, and African “ Inde­
penden t”). This figure is twice the growth rate o f  Muslims 
and pagans. Dr. Barrett projects that by the year 2000, 
Africa will have 359 million Christians to  322 million 
Muslims and 87 million pagans. continued on next page
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" N e v e r  in  th e  h is to r y  o f  m is s io n s  h a v e  th e re  b e e n  so  m a n y  
la m e -b o rn  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  s e a te d  b y  so  m a n y  g a te s  o f  so  m a n y  te m p le s  

a s k in g  f o r  so  m a n y  k in d s  o f  h e lp . "

Dr. A rthur Glasser says that within the next 30 years, 45 
percent o f  Africa’s population will be Christian—and that is 
remarkable when you remember tha t only three percent o f 
Africa was Christian in 1900! Obviously, the urgent need in 
Africa is for more Bible teaching for the hundreds of new 
believers who, like the man in Acts 3, are now  beginning to 
walk and leap and praise God.

In Latin America the P rotestant church has grown from  
tw o million to 20 million in the last 25 years. Her largest and 
most populous nation, Brazil (with alm ost 100 million 
people), has the second fastest growing Protestant church in 
the world. It is one country o f  the world in which 
Protestantism  is growing faster (11.3 percent per year) than 
the population o f  the country. T oday’s 10 million P ro t­
estants in Brazil represent an amazing increase over the past 
30 years. (An evangelical church which will hold 25,000 
worshipers is now  being built in Sao Paulo.)

The country o f  Brazil also presents the church o f  Jesus 
Christ w ith a crisis o f  opportunity . The challenge o f  Brazil’s 
wide-open door becomes even more meaningful as one 
realizes tha t the population explosion increases the num ber 
o f  her people by more than 30 million every 10 years. 
Furtherm ore, the country  is being swept by two philosophies 
which tend to  deter the progress o f the gospel: nam ely, 
spiritism and materialism. This adds to  the urgency o f  the 
hour.

Transformation in Colombia
We cannot touch upon all o f  Latin America in regard to  

the heartening changes which are taking place there, bu t we 
m ust m ention Colombia with her 20 million people. Only 15 
years ago evangelical believers were harrassed, ridiculed and 
even m artyred in Colombia. In some places evangelical 
churches were burned and believers forced to  m eet in secret. 
It was next to  impossible to  hold open-air meetings, 
city-wide crusades, show Christian films, or preach the gospel 
over the radio. Today, evangelical programs are regularly 
scheduled on radio stations in Colombia. P rotestant outreach 
in many forms is taking place as never before. The Bible is 
being read widely and missionaries are finding it d ifficult to  
accept all the opportunities open to  them . This is missions’ 
greatest hour in Latin America.

And how  does one describe the open doors in South 
Korea, Japan, and Taiwan? These countries with a com bined 
population o f  almost 150 million people are as m uch as

saying: “ i f  you have anything to  give us, now is your chance. 
We have our religions, b u t if  you have something better, then 
prove i t .” O f course there are some anti-missionary voices in 
all o f these countries, bu t the opportunity  o f proclaiming the 
gospel on a person-to-person basis as well as by the mass 
media o f  literature, radio, and television, can hardly be 
exaggerated.

And what shall we say o f  Indonesia? That island empire 
o f 110 million people has seen no fewer than 200,000 
professions o f  faith in Christ in the last five years. This is 
doubtless the largest single movem ent tow ard Christ in any 
nation in the last decade.

Around the world men and women who have never before 
walked with God are now  leaping, men and women who have 
never before entered the temple o f  the Lord are now 
members o f the body o f  Christ, men and women who have 
never before lifted their voices in praise to  the true and living 
Savior are now blessing tha t name which is above every 
name.

Scene Two
But this story is no t ended. It does not close with the 

picture o f  a man walking and leaping and praising God. Scene 
tw o brings us face to  face with Peter’s opportun ity  to  explain 
the power behind the miracle. With bold words and with 
deep compassion he pleads with his listeners to  repent and be 
converted tha t their sins might be b lo tted  out. The result was 
tha t “many o f them  which heard the w ord believed; and the 
num ber o f  the men was about 5000.”

It would be naive to  assume tha t such a movem ent to  God 
would go unchallenged by the enemies o f His love. Peter and 
John were interrogated, threatened, and then com manded 
“no t to  speak at all nor teach in the name o f  Jesus.” But 
even in the face o f  this challenge, Peter was given an 
unprecedented opportunity  to  declare to  those in high 
authority  that there is no other name under heaven given 
among m en whereby they could be saved.

And who is there to  suggest tha t this kind o f  situation is 
not taking place in one way or another around the world 
today. Paradoxical though it may seem, opportunity  and 
opposition are seldom far removed from  each other.

Thus, one cannot th ink  o f world evangelism w ithout 
looking tow ard the w orld’s m ost populous nation , China. 
With what interrogations and threatenings and with what 
com mands have the believers in China been faced? What



" T h is  is  m is s io n s ' g re a te s t  h o u r !  G re a te s t  in  i t s  c o n f l i c t s  a n d  
c o n q u e s ts ,  g re a te s t  in  i ts  n u m b e r  o f  m is s io n a r ie s . . g re a te s t 

in  th e  n u m b e r  o f  c o n v e r ts  t o  i ts  m essage . . . ,  a n d  g re a te s t in  its  
in v i t a t io n  t o  y o u  t o  g e t  in v o lv e d . "

opposition , w hat persecution , w hat separation, and what 
m artyrdom  have th e  believers suffered in th a t land?

And how  can we overlook the stifling o f  the gospel in 
Russia? Nor are we unaw are o f  the spread o f  Islam in Africa 
and the severe difficulties faced by th a t small m inority  o f  
Christians who live in Muslim countries.

It would be less than  honest to  suggest th a t the church o f 
the ’70 ’s does no t face overwhelming obstacles. But if  we 
give our ears only to  those voices w hich th reaten  the 
existence o f  th e  church, we w ould despair o f  hope for G od’s 
program  o f  w orld evangelization.

O ur story  does n o t conclude on a note o f  despair b u t on a 
note o f  prayer. When the believers heard  the report from  
Peter and John , they  “ lifted  up  their voices to  G od w ith one 
accord” in  prayer. The b rief seven-verse prayer they  u tte red  
is filled w ith th e  life-giving b rea th  o f  the Holy Spirit. It is a 
deep, unwavering expression o f  faith in the sovereignty o f  
Almighty G od. One can be sure th a t G od listened w ith an 
attentive ear and a glad heart as His children trium phantly  
cried, “ Lord, th o u  art G od, which hast made heaven, and 
earth , and  the sea, and  all th a t in them  is.”

This testim ony  o f  confidence in the om nipotence o f  G od 
was follow ed b y  an equally significant expression o f  faith  in 
the om niscience o f  God. F rom  the  hearts and voices o f  those 
who prayed came the words: “Who by the  m outh  o f  thy  
servant David hast said, W hy did the heathen rage, and the 
people imagine vajn things? The kings o f  the earth  stood  up, 
and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and 
against his Christ. F or o f  a tru th  against th y  holy  child Jesus, 
whom- th o u  hast ano in ted , b o th  H erod and Pontius Pilate, 
w ith the Gentiles, and the  people o f  Israel, were gathered 
together, for to  do whatsoever thy  hand  and th y  counsel 
determ ined before to  be done .”

Unto the End o f the Age
A nd then  in the unwavering assurance tha t the Lord was 

keeping His promise to  be w ith them  un to  the  end o f  the age 
they  prayed, “A nd now , Lord, behold their threatenings and 
grant un to  th y  servants, th a t w ith all boldness they may 
speak th y  w ord, by  stretching fo rth  th ine hand  to  heal and 
th a t signs and wonders m ay be done by the nam e o f  th y  holy 
child Jesus.”

F ifteen centuries la ter Martin Luther picked up this 
refrain o f  faith  in A lm ighty G od as he w rote, “And though 
this w orld, w ith devils filled, should th rea ten  to  undo us, we

will n o t fear, for G od hath  willed His tru th  to  trium ph 
through us.”

Such faith  does no t go unanswered. The Lord o f the 
armies o f  heaven unsheathes His sword and bares His m ighty 
arm  and rises to  do battle  for His church a t the sound o f  such 
praying. And perhaps herein lies our greatest need—more 
faith  in  the sovereignty o f  God, m ore assurance th a t the gates 
o f  hell will n o t prevail against His church, more confidence 
th a t He rules in the  kingdom  o f  m en, th a t He opens and no 
m an closes, and m ore faith  for a harvest.

When their prayer was concluded, “ the place was shaken 
where they  were assembled together; and they were all filled 
w ith the Holy G host, and they  spake the Word o f  God with 
boldness. A nd the m ultitude o f them  th a t believed were o f  
one heart and o f  one s o u l . . . . ”  Their boldness could no t be 
w ithstood , and their oneness could no t be understood by 
those who were n o t already within their com pany.

Tow ard a New C om m itm ent
Who can deny th a t we have an unprecedented oppor­

tun ity  today  to  bring thousands o f  the w orld’s people into 
th a t glorious, life-changing experience in which they will 
walk and leap and praise God. A t the same tim e our growing 
awareness o f  the opposition o f  the rulers o f  darkness should 
lead us to  a new  expression o f  faith in G od and a new 
com m itm ent to  th a t kind o f praying which leads to  a holy 
boldness and a spiritual oneness which cannot be gainsaid. 
Then the great amanuensis o f  heaven will record in the Acts 
o f  the Holy Spirit, chapter 71, these trium phant words: 
“And w ith great power gave the apostles witness o f  the 
resurrection o f  the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon 
them  all”  (Acts 4 :33).

This is missions’ greatest hour! G reatest in its conflicts 
and conquests, greatest in its num ber o f  missionaries, greatest 
in its num ber o f  m artyrs, greatest in its expenditure o f 
m oney, greatest in its use o f  m edia, greatest in the num ber o f  
converts to  its message, greatest in the response o f  nations to  
the carrying on o f  foreign missions, and greatest in its 
invitation to  you  to  get involved.

Ian K eith  Falconer has said it this way, “While vast 
continents are shrouded in alm ost u tte r  darkness and 
hundreds o f  millions suffer the horrors o f heathenism  and 
Islam, the burden o f  p roo f lies upon you to  show th a t the 
circum stances in which G od has placed you are meant by 
Him to  keep you  o u t o f  the foreign field .”
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Conjecture on the reaching of 
8 0 0  million Chinese with the gospel

W H K T  IF
M A I N M N D
C H I N k
O P E N S ?  by Calvin Chao



I  hose who have been praying for 
the reopening o f  m ainland China for 
missions have begun to  see a “cloud 
arising ou t o f  the sea like a m an’s 
h an d .” The recent invitations by China 
to  selected W esterners to  visit the 
m ainland gave hope to  those w ho are 
interested in taking the gospel to 
C hina’s 800 m illion. The encourage­
m en t—though yet quite lim ited—is 
really m ore substantial now  than 
before the cultural revolution in 1966. 
The w riter o f  this article believes th a t 
now  is the tim e for Christians in the 
free w orld to  get ready for the vast 
opportun ities, if  and when m ainland 
China opens.

What will mainland China look like 
when the door opens? This is no t a 
question  th a t we can answer au thori­
tatively. There are to o  m any un ­
predictable hum an factors. W hatever 
we say will be speculative to  a degree, 
bu t we can safely say th a t the way 
m ainland China opens will affect the 
conditions to  be found  there when it 
opens.

How will mainland China open? (1) 
The Com m unist governm ent m ay col­
lapse entirely  in  a nuclear war.

(2) As a result o f  either internal 
pow er struggle or m ilitary in tervention  
by Russia, the  pro-Russian bloc o f  the 
Chinese Com m unist Party  m ay or­
ganize a m ore m oderate political 
m achinery in some parts o r all o f 
China.

(3 ) A liberal Com m unist govern­
m ent m ay com e in to  pow er as 
happened in Czechoslovakia under the 
leadership o f  A lexander Dubcek.

(4 ) A dem ocratic form  o f  govern­
m ent m ay be established in one way or 
another.

We are n o t in  a position  to  predict 
in which way missions will re tu rn , bu t 
for the  sake o f  discussion, le t us 
assume th a t China is opened suddenly 
under a dem ocratic form  o f  gov­
ernm ent.

Calvin Chao is ex ecu tive  d irec to r  o f  
th e U nited  S tates-based  organization, 
Chinese fo r  Christ, Inc.

What will the Chinese Christian 
church on the mainland be like? No 
one know s how  m any Christians there 
are on the m ainland as o f  the fall o f 
1971. Tw enty-three years ago, it was 
estim ated th a t the professing P ro t­
estant m em bership to ta led  around  one 
million. Since then there have been 
m any casualties and the to ta l num ber 
o f  Christians might be estim ated at
150,000.

When missions return  to  China, we 
will hear m any stories o f  the dedi­
cation, heroism and even m artyrdom  
o f underground Christians. These 
stories will certainly hum ble some o f 
us who have a lo t to  learn from  them  
about faith  and dedication. Thus the 
future leadership will lie with these 
rem nants who know  by experience 
about Communism.

At the same tim e, we m ust be 
careful abou t our handling o f  those 
who betrayed  Christ in time o f  perse­
cution . We m ust appreciate their cir­
cum stances, b u t we m ust be careful 
about their position in the “new ” 
church. Is it fair to  use these people as 
leaders while we le t down those Chris­
tians who rem ained true  to  their faith?

A nother fair question to  ask is, 
“How well-taught will these perse­
cu ted  Christians be after they survive 
the Com m unist regime w ith little  
leadership and very few  Bibles, al­
though their hearts are burning with 
love for C hrist?” Is it n o t possible tha t 
these dear Christians may have form ed 
some distorted  doctrines o f  their own 
in adjusting their m inds to  the ide­
ology o f  Communism?

But the Christian church on m ain­
land China will be the continuing 
chain o f  the Christian w ork in China. 
It will be necessary, it seems, to  
integrate the surviving Christians and 
the returnees in to  the leadership o f  the 
w ork in China.

What will the Chinese people be 
like? When m ainland China opens after 
the collapse o f  Com munism, w hat will 
the Chinese people be like in general?

When we assume a collapse of 
Communism, we do n o t m ean to  say 
th a t the hardcore Com munists will be 
wiped out entirely . Some o f  them  will 
go underground, and one o f  the ways

to  cover themselves will be to  join 
some religious organizations.

The consistent underground an ti­
com m unists during the Com munist 
regime will be in power with the new 
rulers. Probably the m ajority o f the 
masses will be indifferent to  the poli­
tical and ideological changes but will 
be happy to  have a higher standard o f 
living and to  be free from  a police 
state.

Since the reopening o f  China will 
be through the anti-Communists inside 
China and the dem ocratic forces in the 
free w orld, the new  social fram ework 
will be dem ocratic.

But, the returnees will be surprised 
to  find the social conditions in China 
quite d ifferent from  those they knew 
before the Com m unist takeover in 
1949. Many o f  the old cultural traits 
will be gone. It will take a long time 
for the newcomers and survivors really 
to  understand  each other.

O ut o f  the 800 million Chinese, 
there is at least 65 percent literacy in 
contrast to  15 percent before 1949. 
Missions should be planning for Bibles 
and tracts by  the millions.

Also, as o f  now, radio sets and 
loudspeakers are on every street corner 
in China. This serves as a groundwork 
for Christian radio outreach.

We cannot forget, however, that 
the 20 million red guards, who were in 
their late teens in 1966, will be adults 
by the time China opens. The genera­
tion which was born after the Com­
m unist takeover in 1949 will have 
their own set o f  ideas and values. They 
will be hard  to  convert.

As Communism is an exclusive re­
ligion itself, all religions w ith their 
underground believers on the mainland 
o f  China will be weak. We must 
rem em ber, as the Christian missions 
will return , so will believers o f  other 
religions in the world return . The 
returning Christian missionaries will 
find strong com petitors.

Among the educated on the m ain­
land then, we m ay find a quick swing 
to  the ideals o f  dem ocracy and free­
dom, bu t there will be no real craving 
for religion. Those who defected to 
the free world would oppose Com­
m unism  as a political and social ide­
ology, bu t very few o f  them would
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reject the atheistic part. The younger 
generation on mainland China has 
received no Christian orientation and 
w o u ld  be skeptical o f  Western 
religions.

However, the mass o f  the Chinese, 
as I picture it, will be open to  the 
gospel. The sudden relief from  all 
political pressures and tire restoration 
o f  freedom will create a real response 
to  the gospel.

How should missions prepare to 
return? In this article, when I speak of 
m is s io n s  —w h e th e r  W e s te rn  or 
Eastern—I refer to  those which will 
preach the gospel o f  Jesus Christ for 
salvation o f  souls through His re­
deeming w ork on the Cross. But it is 
not enough for the missions to preach 
only the crucified Christ. The total 
Christ for the whole man must be 
taught.

Also, the approach to  preaching the 
gospel is very im portant. The message 
is the same, bu t the approach should 
be adjusted to  the needs o f  the people. 
Once the purpose o f  missions is set, 
the program can be planned ac­
cordingly.

As already pointed out, missions 
will find that out o f  a population of 
possibly 800 million, Christians will 
num ber 150,000 at the m ost. How 
many missionaries will it take to 
handle the task? How m any Chinese 
Christian full-time workers can we 
send in from  the free world? It is my 
deep conviction that the slogan “ the 
time for the white missionaries is 
over” is not true. I do n o t th ink  any 
Chinese would object to  “white mis­
sionaries” helping to  cover the ground 
which we Chinese cannot do alone.

Of course, we will send lay mission­
aries too . Can we send the needed 
num ber o f  Christian doctors, nurses, 
engineers, teachers and technicians to 
China?

Too, as we remember the surviving 
Chinese Christians on the m ainland, 
how  shall we help them  in reviving the 
Christian w ork in China? While we 
help them, how  can we avoid taking 
the initiative away from  them?

The Chinese Christians in Taiwan 
and overseas will, on their own ini­
tiative, go back to  m ainland China to

do Christian work both independently 
and also in cooperation with missions 
from  the Western countries. The o u t­
standing contribution of the United 
States will be the return o f Chinese 
Christian professional men such as 
scientists, medical doctors, engineers, 
and so forth , who will want to serve 
China. They will occupy im portant 
positions in the government and uni­
versities. The “infiltra tion” into the 
leadership o f new China will be the 
most effective work o f  Christian 
missions.

Thus, the surviving Chinese Chris­
tians on the m ainland, the returning 
Chinese Christians and professional 
people from  overseas, and the “ white 
missionaries” will make up the force 
to  evangelize China when it opens.

What are some of the problems that 
missions have to face? Any sign of 
professionalism in the returnees will be 
self-defeating. Anything less than a 
genuine selflessness will be criticized as 
Christian bureaucracy.

One o f the m ost im portant qualifi­
cations for a returning missionary is 
full dedication. The Chinese people 
there will long rem em ber the fanatic 
dedication o f the Communists. The 
missionaries m ust have a dedication 
superior to  tha t o f the Communists. 
A nything less would never convince 
the Chinese people o f the reality o f 
the love o f  Jesus Christ.

Will the returnees ignore Com­
munism or will they understand the 
social and political issues o f  China 
which laid the groundwork for the 
tem porary success o f Communism? 
Will the missionaries understand the 
passion o f  the Chinese people to  build 
a new  China when they start all over 
again?

This leads to  the question o f  the 
am ount o f social involvement for the 
missionaries and Chinese Christians. It 
seems tha t nearly all evangelical Chris­
tians now take the position that the 
gospel should be preached with its 
social applications. The practical 
problem  will relate to  how  far the 
social concern should go.

Also, should missions rush to  China 
and build an exact copy o f  their 
denom inations, or should there be

coordination and even merging o f  the 
missionary efforts? While it is not 
practical to  organize all the evangelical 
missions into one big body, can we 
encourage the merging o f  missions 
according to  their doctrinal emphasis?

In the pre-Communist era there was 
a very delicate situation between mis­
sionaries and the Chinese. What should 
the relationship be now? Should mis­
sionaries and Chinese Christians work 
in a parallel way, each doing their own 
w o rk ?  S h o u ld  missions employ 
Chinese to  w ork under their sponsor­
ship? Or should missions send their 
missionaries to  work under the spon­
sorship o f  the Chinese? Will the mis­
sionaries and Chinese be integrated or 
will the missionaries and Chinese 
remain separated?

How will missions train national 
leadership? Should they plan to  train 
leaders only as pastors, or should 
missions aim at the training o f higher 
leadership including adm inistrators, 
theo log ians and specialists? Too, 
should leaders be trained at random  or 
in a system atic manner?

The missions will surely take back 
their properties worth millions of 
dollars. Should the missions take over 
under their own names, or deed them 
over to  the national churches?

Should there be a mushroom 
growth o f  independent churches and 
missions, all small and in some ways 
c o m p e tin g  and overlapping? Or, 
should there be a merger into bigger 
and stronger organizations?

In conclusion, all these questions 
and many others will confront the 
returning missions. The task o f evan­
gelizing China will not be easy. But in 
many ways it will be the m ost chal­
lenging mission work in history.

As we pray about these things, 
there seems to  be a spiritual assurance 
that God will open China for missions 
and that day may not be far off. The 
missionary-minded churches and the 
Chinese Christians in the free world 
must get themselves together and 
make plans for missions with all its 
challenges and problems.

The open doors will no t remain 
open forever. How much we can do 
for Christ depends on how  much we 
give ourselves to  it. v i v
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“ I ’ve seen w ork on m any stations, 
but there is Life here ,” V ictoria said 
with a sweeping smile. And then as if  
in afterthought, she rem inded me of 
the untiring efforts o f  the Adversary in 
his continuous attem pts to  underm ine 
the m issionary endeavor. “Unchal­
lenged?” she continued. “ Rem em ber, 
it will n o t go unchallenged!”

V ictoria, a fiery Indian evangelist 
and m other o f  six was paying me an 
unexpected  visit and had viewed the 
mission w ork at Bansi, India with 
enthusiasm. But her words o f  warning 
burned like smoldering em bers within 
me as I reflected on the countless



challenges which had already con­
fronted the Bansi ministry since it had 
been established in the late 1930’s. It 
had been assailed from  every con­
ceivable angle, presenting a constant 
challenge for tenacious faith.

In tackling the volume o f  w ork o f  a 
rural medical clinic and entering open 
doors created through its m inistry, we 
were always at a loss for sufficient 
personnel. Repeatedly we had been 
tem pted to withdraw. But encourage­
m ent never failed to  supersede the 
depression, thereby establishing us 
more deeply in the work o f  this 
rem ote post situated only 40  miles 
from  Buddha’s birthplace.

“D on’t leave in a year or tw o ,” the 
Muslim sub-collector o f  the district 
had pleaded. “Although i t ’s the hard­
est area in the entire N orth, please give 
Bansi a chance!”

So 14 long, hard-fought years had 
preceded the challenge I was facing the 
very day Victoria warned me o f future 
obstacles. This was the date o f  my 
appointed visit to  the luxurious palace 
o f the great Raja and Rani o f  the 
county!

Ambassador at Court
For years I had viewed the gleam­

ing white palace with wistful awe, 
hardly daring to  presume I would ever 
tread its courts as G od’s ambassador.

But there was “ faith as a grain of 
m ustard seed” causing me to  believe 
that the royal m oat could be bridged. 
God could do it, I knew, and should 
He ordain it, it would be realized.

M e a n w h ile  the clinic’s doors 
opened with the dawning o f  each day, 
bringing patients from  the borders o f 
Bansi and beyond, all searching for 
healing. None left w ithout hearing o f 
the Great Physician. Confidence flour­
ished, thousands were blessed.

Eventually the breakthrough to  the

A m issionary in northern India fo r  
m any years, Jean Buchan has now  
returned to  Canada and is pursuing a 
w riting career.

palace came after a court courier had 
delivered an urgent request for medical 
aid for one o f the Raja’s aides. He had 
been under medical atten tion  for some 
time bu t his condition had worsened 
and now  he was dying. F ortunately , 
we found the old gentlem an’s heart 
open to  the Lord, and through prayer 
and m edication he made an amazing 
recovery which became the topic of 
the day.

Soon there was a steady influx o f 
palace personnel to  the clinic, each 
voicing the R ani’s p rofound apprecia­
tion  for the type o f  service rendered. 
Then one day to  my delight, a courier 
arrived from  the palace with a personal 
invitation to  join the Rani in an 
afternoon drive around the country­
side.

With the arrival o f  the eventful day 
I slipped in to  the gleaming coach 
beside Her Royal Highness. As the 
limousine carried us, I learned from  
her conversation that here was a great 
wom an, vitally interested in the 
problems o f her people. She chatted 
freely with me, w ithout pretense, and 
she was not only charming but also 
sterling in character.

The mom ents sped by swiftly, and 
all too  soon the chauffeur had re­
turned to  the road leading back to  the 
palace. In the last fleeting moments, 
the Rani softly voiced her desire to 
have me visit the palace, bu t adm itted 
that there was little hope because of 
the selectiveness o f her husband, the 
Raja!

Returning to  clinical duties with a 
keener desire to  penetrate the palace 
walls for Jesus, I soon became com­
pletely immersed in the pressing needs 
o f the mobs. Several weeks had 
elapsed, when suddenly the Raja’s 
personal secretary appeared with the 
exciting news th a t the Raja was at that 
m om ent calling me! His good wife, the 
Rani, was indisposed by a persistent, 
nagging pain which so perplexed the 
Raja that he had decided to  solicit my 
atten tion . The outcom e o f this visit 
allowed for two visits weekly as long 
as the R ani’s health required them.

And who should arrive at the Bansi 
clinic during this period b u t V ictoria, 
trustw orthy  national evangelist whose 
convicting voice was yet to  send timid 
members o f the royal staff running for 
shelter! And she was reminding me of 
the challenges I could expect to  face, 
little knowing tha t her very arrival 
provided yet another one. “Should I 
invite this national to  accompany me 
to  the palace tonight?” I pondered 
secretly. “Will she help or detract in 
this, the initial stage o f  this coveted 
m inistry?”

“I, too, want to be a Christian!”
V ic to r ia  had traveled several 

hundred miles to  Bansi, com plete with 
bedroll and suitcase. Her hearty 
chuckle and warm salutation reminded 
me of earlier days when, serving to ­
gether at the Duchess o f  Teck 
Hospital, I had coached her in her 
evangelistic ministry. I had since fol­
lowed her activities with interest, 
h a v in g  w itn e s s e d  eager crowds 
thronging to  her open-air meetings. 
There, one person after another would

Victoria and her husband 
Prof. Em m anuel Mall and  

handsom e fam ily.
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lift a hand to  capture her a tten tion , 
calling o u t, “ Sister, tell me how! I, 
too , w ant to  be a C hristian!”

As a budding evangelist o f  21, she 
had been shrewd, practical and full o f 
zeal. A lthough wholly persuaded to 
remain single for the gospel’s sake, she 
was be tro thed  by her loving parents to 
Professor Em m anuel Mall, a m an o f 
conviction and purpose who would 
eventually jeopardize his very life for 
C hrist’s sake.

Subsequent letters from  Victoria 
had revealed her frustra tion  resulting 
from  the added duties o f  each fo rth ­
com ing child. Then one day Professor 
Mall heard the clear call o f  the Lord to 
dispense w ith his lucrative position for 
the prim e purpose o f  bringing the 
gospel to  his ow n people. Now, com ­
pletely un ited  in purpose, they had 
le ft their Edenic surroundings to  move 
to  th e  spiritually-starved cen ter o f  
Banaras.

Trusting for the Results
When V ictoria’s m other had found  

Christ while still in the  H indu fold, the 
change had been trem endous. G raphi­
cally V ictoria enacted  the m anner in 
w hich she had  th rust away every b it o f 
jew elry as though unclean, and now  
this illustrious daughter was un ited  to 
her in faith! As I m used, I knew  th a t 
V ictoria m ust accom pany me to  the 
palace and th a t the results could be 
safely le ft w ith the Lord.

Soon the palace vehicle was con­
veying us th rough the iron  gates and 
heading for the R an i’s courts ju st 
inside the  high ornate arch. The noble 
w o m a n ’s personal m aids eagerly 
w aited to  usher us in. They laughed 
and giggled as they  chaperoned "us 
th rough the courts and in to  a spacious 
well-lit room  on the ground floor o f 
the palatial structure .

Surveying the  fine retinue o f 
w om en, I had said to  V ictoria, “These 
are your o p p o rtu n ity !” A nd to  the 
maids, I said, “This is you r oppor­
tun ity  to  hear the good news from  the

Victoria to  m y right, 
in the early days o f  her 

evangelistic career, 
in the o ld  c ity  o f  Pataliputra.

lips o f  your own sister!”
Im m ediately they clustered around 

the dark-skinned evangelist, for they 
craved news from  the great world 
beyond. As they  listened in ten tly , the 
aged N anni who had suckled the Rani 
suddenly shouted  ou t, “Speak louder! 
I need to  hear those things to o !” My 
heart pounded  w ith delight!

The zeal w ith which Victoria 
preached and prayed sent some o f  the 
maids darting from  pillar to  pillar, 
their swishing skirts bobbing above 
their bare heels. As they  peeked 

around the sm ooth  pillars, they broke 
in to  nervous titters.

My faith  for an appearance o f  the 
Rani wavered and grew even more 
unsteady as V ictoria’s thundering pleas 
for the m anifestation o f  G od’s saving 
pow er echoed through the massive 
court. When her prayer was ended, the 
maids reappeared and resum ed their 
duties with sombre silence. Then to 
m y relief, I heard the R ani’s footsteps 
descending the inner crim son stairs.

Her genteel face was w reathed in 
kindness as she appeared to  receive my 
longstanding friend, V ictoria, who was 
soon relating the L ord’s dealings with

her form erly Hindu parents. As we sat 
together in the m aids’ court, the 
R ani’s gracious eyes welled with tears. 
In m om ents we were being escorted up 
the same stairs leading to  her queenly 
apartm ent.

V ictoria wasted no tim e. We had 
hardly been seated when she brought 
o u t a slender Bible and asked permis­
sion to  read it. The request was 
granted w ithout hesitation. V ictoria’s 
choice o f  Scripture was obviously o f 
the Spirit. It dealt w ith problem  after 
problem  shared with me by the Rani 
but divulged to  no one! Rising to  her 
feet, V ictoria placed her small brown 
hand on  the yielded head o f  the Queen 
and claimed from  the Great Physician 
perfect healing through faith.

I then adm inistered the regular 
treatm ent, and according to  custom  
we to o k  our leave—b u t n o t before the 
Rani expressed her desire for us both 
to  return . Descending the stairs and 
glancing back occasionally to  the gra­
cious friend watching our departure, 
we felt our hearts filled w ith profound  
thanksgiving for the privilege o f  this 
tim ely visit.

As we traveled hom e through the 
now  sleeping tow n, V ictoria spoke up 
again. “ I have seen w ork on many 
stations, b u t there is Life here! A nd it 
will no t go unchallenged!”

Silently I reflected upon the chal­
lenges over the years, challenges 
testing us to  the lim it, but proving 
over and over again the tru th  o f  Paul’s 
words when by inspiration he w rote: 
“ Faithful is he tha t calleth you , who 
also will do i t ” (I Thess. 5:24).

An Inch in the Soul o f India
With E. Stanley Jones’ declaration I 

ardently  agree: “ I am no t satisfied 
with an interest in Jesus—I cannot be 
satisfied this side o f  allegiance—utter 
and absolute. But if  you will give me 
an inch in the soul o f  India, I will take 
it and appeal for the next inch, until 
the whole soul o f  this great people is 
laid at the feet o f  the Son o f  G od.” v w
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growing Church and its response to  the 
world-wide Christian mission.

Aim of the Mission
From  the beginning it has been 

understood tha t the aim o f  the Chris­
tian mission is to  p lant and nurture the 
Church. Missionaries pray and work 
for the tim e when help from  overseas 
will no  longer be needed. It has been 
widely understood th a t when tha t 
tim e comes, the Church has arrived, 
and missionaries move on to  other 
fields to  p lant new  congregations.

This would seem to be the right 
step to  take—a happy solution to  any 
tension. However, an extrem e in terpre­
tation o f  this solution leads to  a 
divorce o f  mission from  Church. More­
over, a serious objection to  this view 
has been pointed  out. It gives the 
impression tha t evangelization o f  new  
areas is the prerogative o f  the mis­
sionary society, while the pastoral care 
o f  the local Christian com m unity is 
the task o f  the indigenous Church.

This solution also assumes tha t it is 
for the older Church alone to  advance 
the frontiers and lay the foundations 
and tha t the younger Churches alone 
m ust build on the foundations that 
have been laid. This system could do 
serious harm  to the younger Church 
by robbing it o f  its proper share in the 
overall missionary enterprise. It leads 
to  a com plete divorce o f  mission from  
Church. It also leads to  a failure of

missionaries to  make their vital con­
tribution to  the Church. It leaves room 
for an impression o f aloofness on the 
part o f the mission, together with 
independence and  exclusiveness among 
national Christians.

Self-effacing Partnership
The only true relief from  tension in 

relationships between mission and 
Church is found in a self-effacing 
partnership in which the mission 
works with the Church at its invi­
tation. The mission thus supplies 
special and m uch needed ministries for 
the C hurch’s edification. Where the 
mission enters in to  a self-effacing part­
nership with the Church and avoids 
the peril o f  dual contro l, there is a new 
sense o f  oneness in Christ with con­
sequent enrichm ent o f  fellowship 
between missionaries and nationals.

The missionaries thus take their 
proper share in and make their full 
contributions to  the spiritual and cor­
porate life o f the Church. Our inter­
dependence is part o f  our spiritual 
experience. We gain in our united

^ ^ h r i s t i a n  missionaries rejoice to 
meet the inquirer who asks, “What 
must I do to  be saved?” Evangelical 
Christians are definite as to  the 
answer. What we do n o t appear to be 
so clear about is the reply to  be given 
when the saved ones ask, “What shall 
we do to  become a Church?” Eccle- 
siology is not so clearly defined as 
soteriology! Nevertheless, our answers 
to  tha t question have a vital bearing on 
the healthy growth o f the Church and 
the further spread o f  the gospel. Harm 
has been done in m any places where 
cherished traditions or practices native 
to  one country or denom ination have 
been imposed on young Christians in 
Churches o f  another culture or tra­
dition.

A Vexed Question
A th ird  question has now to be 

answered. When Churches have a life 
o f their own, which is a true expres­
sion o f  the life o f  the Lord Jesus 
Christ in them , and when they are 
capable o f  managing their own affairs 
in a way appropriate to  their own 
culture in the light o f  the New Testa­
m ent, then it m ust be asked: “What 
shall we do now  tha t we have become 
Churches?” This raises the whole 
question o f the responsibility o f  indi­
genous Churches and their relations 
w ith those who founded them . A 
vexed question indeed in m any places! 
We soon learn that just as there are 
d ifferen t types o f  missionary societies 
and differing ideas as to  the Church, so 
there are developing views o f  the
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by John Savage
h itherto  as the goal o f  Christian m is­
sion, the end p roduct o f  m ission, it 
m ust now  be understood  th a t the 
Church itself finds its life in a mission­
ary dim ension. S tarting from  the 
affirm ation th a t mission is C hrist’s and 
no t ours, it m ust be m ade clear tha t 
the Church in any country  and the 
Church from  overseas bo th  share in it, 
as found in Him. Relationships m ust 
be such as neither to  make the Church 
in  a coun try  subordinate to  a mission­
ary from  overseas, nor to  m ake the 
Christian mission som ething to  be 
carried on only by people from  
abroad.

Identifying with People
Much depends upon the way mis­

sionaries have lived am ong the people 
and have dealt w ith the early problem s 
o f  the new  life. Where missionaries 
have succeeded in identifying them ­
selves w ith  the  people, where the 
gospel has been presented in a way 
which does n o t associate Christ in the 
m inds o f  the hearers w ith foreign or 
denom inational im pedim ents, where 
disciples o f  Christ have been shown 
how  to  tu rn  to  Him for everything, 
and where missionaries have exercised 
practical, w orking faith  in the person 
and w ork o f  the Holy Spirit, a founda­
tion  will have been laid on which to  
build  strongly and soundly. This leads 
to  progressively satisfactory relation­
ships between mission and Church. It

is difficult to  do anything like this 
where there are only sub-products o f 
the gospel or parasites o f  a foreign 
organization.

Conflicts develop when national 
Churches become aware o f  their 
proper responsibilities, and mission­
aries are blind to  them . The nationals 
becom e sensitive about anything 
which appears to  regard them  as sub­
servient to  a missionary society. Mis­
sionary term inology, which m ight have 
served its purpose in the early pioneer 
stages, acquires a paternalistic or 
im p e r ia l i s t ic  m eaning. Nationals 
welcome whatever recognizes them  as 
autonom ous Churches in full fellow­
ship w ith the mission or missions to 
w h ich  they  owed their original 17 
existence. Nevertheless, the sense o f 
gratitude wears thin when the in­
debtedness is prolonged over m uch. It 
then becomes an irksome obligation.

A sense o f  insecurity together w ith 
a sense o f  inferiority  develops in 
national Churches where missionaries 
make plans in m atters which affect the 
nationals, however rem otely, w ithout 
consulting or conferring with them. 
Trouble occurs whenever there is a 
discrepancy between m utually agreed 
plans and actual practice.

U nity of the Body
Our approach to  the practical 

details o f worship and witness, walk 
and w ork in missionary partnership 
w ith those o f  o ther races and cultures 
will be an evidence to  them  o f  our real 
attitude tow ard the variety o f  experi­
ence and expression th a t there is w ith­
in the un ity  o f the Body o f  Christ.
This unity  is a vital factor in the 
furtherance o f  the gospel. ( j ) /

endeavors to  spread the  gospel and 
ex tend  C hrist’s Kingdom . C hrist’s 
Church is, and should be, the greatest 
uniting body  on earth .

It m ay be suggested, then , th a t 
during the past 50 years missions have 
been learning th a t their goal is to  p lant 
indigenous Churches capable o f  adm in­
istering their ow n affairs and ex­
panding in their appropriate environ­
m ent. In doing this, the m issionary 
enterprise has discovered the Church 
and is now  engaged in thinking o u t its 
responsibility to  it, as seen as part o f 
the gospel com m ission. A t the same 
tim e, Churches have been discovering 
the Christian m ission, n o t only as 
som ething which has brought them  
in to  being and is m inistering to  their 
developm ent, b u t also as som ething in 
which they  themselves have a vital part 
and in which they  are partners.

Mission Is Christ’s, Not Ours
This emphasis is needed today. 

Where the Church has been regarded
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N avigator R on  P estor shares Jesus Christ w ith F ilipino teens.

Tell teens who 
Jesus Christ Superstar is, 
urges Philippine 
evangelism head

Christians should help answer the 
questions in the music hit “Jesus 
Christ Superstar,” urged Juan Galope 
of the Christ the Only Way Movement, 
as the group prepared for their new 
year-long evangelistic effort in 1972.

The song, a top hit in the Philip­
pines, is played over local rock stations 
and is destined to be one of the 
all-time best-selling records in the 
Philippines. In one of the most con­
troversial parts of the theme, a chorus 
asks questions as to who Jesus Christ is 
and why He made His sacrifice.

“Christ seen in believers,” noted 
30-year-old Galope, “will make people 
know who Christ is and that will 
answer the questions of the song.” He 
added that he hopes that once the

COW program is underway, people will 
begin to understand “why He made 
His sacrifice.”

The rock opera, parts of which are 
being performed daily on television, 
will be presented by the Manila 
Symphony Society early in Septem­
ber. Many local radio stations have set 
aside two-hour time blocks to air the 
entire long-play album and read the 
words. Jesus Christ Superstar posters, 
buttons, sweatshirts, stickers and a 
host of other merchandise are being 
sold widely. A number of Christian 
groups have protested. One mission is 
considering printing a youth tract on 
the theme but little has been done so 
far to actually use the fad as a starting 
point for evangelism.

Soon return of missionaries not likely 
in China

The return o f  Christian missionaries 
to  mainland China seems “ im prob­
able” in the foreseeable future ac­
cording to  a clergyman recently 
returned from  a m onth in China. The 
Rev. Raym ond W hitehead, consultant 
to  the Far East D epartm ent o f the 
U.S. National Council o f  Churches, 
was interviewed by the Religious News 
Service after he participated in the 
second American group China has al­
lowed to  visit inside her borders in the 
last several m onths.

“ Everywhere we w ent,” he said, 
“ we were received with great warmth 
and enthusiasm .” He also disclosed 
tha t he was able to  talk a little about 
Christianity with the guides and inter­
preters.

W hitehead said that he found they 
and others he m et had “ some know­
ledge o f  Christianity, although they 
w ere puzzled by the difference 
between Protestantism  and Roman 
Catholicism. ”

His group was shown a Muslim 
mosque in Peking which is thought to  
be the only religious institution still 
open in China.

W hitehead added that the group 
had been impressed by the way the 
thought o f  Mao Tse-tung was studied 
and applied by the mainlanders to  “all 
spheres”  o f  Chinese life.

Handovers to national church sched­
uled by SIM

More than  35  mission stations, 
dispensaries and Bible schools are now 
com pletely in the hands o f the 
national church, Evangelical Churches 
o f  West Africa—Sudan Interior Mission 
affiliated churches in Nigeria. In the 
schedule o f  hand-overs ECWA is slated 
to  receive responsibility for all SIM 
Bible schools, secondary schools, 
teachers’ colleges and the seminary at 
Igbaja by 1974.

Trans World Radio expands in Africa
Trans World Radio has established 

an office for southern Africa in the 
Johannesburg suburb o f  Roodepoort. 
TWR plans a new super-power station 
in Swaziland. The R oodepoort office 
is under the supervision of Fred J. 
Simmonds who has been appointed 
program director for the new station.



Dodge predicts majority rule in south­
ern Africa

Retiring Bishop Ralph E. Dodge 
has predicted tha t the countries of 
southern Africa som eday will be ruled 
by the m ajority  o f  the people there. 
Today there are five countries where 
black m ajorities are ruled by white 
minorities.

‘T h e  tim ing will depend on world 
circum stances,”  says Bishop Dodge 
who has had personal experience o f 
the racial polarization in Southern 
A f r ic a .  He was deported  from  
Rhodesia in 1964 as an “ undesirable 
alien” by the governm ent o f  Ian 
Sm ith. No official reason was given for 
the expulsion b u t it was believed to  be 
because o f  sta tem ents by  Bishop 
Dodge and the Rhodesia M ethodist 
Conference against racism and repres­
sive practices.

Bible college opens
Bangkok Bible College in Thailand 

officially opened its doors early this 
summ er. A jo in t project o f  the Over­
seas Missionary Fellowship and the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance the 
school began w ith seven full-time 
s tuden ts and 10 evening school 
students.

Asian churches seek their own ex­
pression

Bishop Chandu Ray, head o f  the 
Coordinating Office for Asian Evan­
gelism, reports th a t some people have 
difficulty understanding the rapidly 
changing situation  in  Asia and  recog­
nizing th a t “G od has established His 
Church (however small it m ay be and 
however insignificant and backw ard it 
m ay seem in the  eyes o f  m en) and He 
is patien tly  waiting for the develop­
m ent o f  its own ethos in coun try  after 
co u n try .”

He poin ted  ou t: “The need, there­
fore, is for Christians who will w ork 
and pray  alongside fellow  Christians in 
each country. Too often the Holy 
Spirit has n o t been given the chance to  
establish the church along His pattern , 
because the m issionary in his eagerness 
and im patience has set the pattern  o f  
his denom inational loya lty—th a t o f  a 
British or A m erican, D utch  or French 
colony rather than  the com m unity  o f 
the redeem ed, depending on  Jesus 
C hrist.”

Vocational training center launched
Missionary radio station  WIVV has 

established a vocational center for the 
purpose o f training high-caliber tech­
nicians and broadcasting engineers for 
Christian radio. The school will be 
located  at the site o f their studios on 
Vieques Island, Puerto  Rico. Those 
successfully com pleting the course will 
receive their First Class Broadcast 
Engineer’s License from  the Federal 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m is s io n . 
Engineer Edwin Freem an is to  direct 
the school.

It is believed th a t this is the first 
m issionary technical school which pro­
vides its training in connection with 
actual missionary activity. In addition 
to  the electronics training, special 
seminars are to  be held to  teach radio 
programing and m anagem ent. Field 
trips to  survey the listening audience 
will give the students direct contact 
w ith the o ther half o f  broadcasting— 
the listener.

Wycliffe prepares for the future
Wycliffe Bible Translators reached 

a significant and im portan t m ilestone 
on Ju ly  11, 1971, when ground was 
broken for phase one o f  its new 
International H eadquarters in H unting­
ton  Beach, California.

“The significance o f  this new  p ro ­
je c t , ” said Dr. Benjamin Elson, 
W ycliffe’s executive director, “ is-not 
ju st th a t we have long since outgrow n 
our current headquarters facilities in 
Santa A na, b u t ra ther th a t Wycliffe is 
preparing for fu ture grow th. In 1942 
Wycliffe had less than  100 workers in 
one field. Today there are over 2500 
workers in 23 countries. We thank  
G od for this grow th b u t we are not 
finished. There are still 2000 ethnic 
groups w ithou t G od’s W ord. Currently 
we are pushing hard  to  recruit the five 
to  six thousand  m ore workers we need 
to  com plete this task. The buildings 
erected  here will becom e the tools to  
help us prepare for W ycliffe’s expected 
growth and developm ent during the 
nex t 15 years.”

Dr. J. V ernon McGee cited Ralph 
E. Welch, Orange County businessman, 
for his vision and gift o f  alm ost five 
acres o f  land at the corner o f  Beach 
and Adams in H untington Beach.

Mr. Welch loosened the hard- 
packed earth  w ith a prim itive w arrior’s

ax from  New Guinea. Then with a 
conventional American spade, he dug 
into the loosened earth  and sym bol­
ically began the first step in the 
building o f  W ycliffe’s new  head­
quarte r’s office building.

D r. McGee closed in prayer, 
thanking God th a t the land would not 
be used for a gas sta tion , pizza parlor 
or superm arket, bu t tha t on it would 
be built a spiritual m arket for getting 
the Bread o f Life to  lost people 
around the world.

people make 
the news

Dr. Donald A. McGavran, dean of 
the School o f  World Mission and Insti­
tu te  o f Church G row th, Fuller Theo­
logical Seminary, has been nam ed dean 
em eritus and senior professor o f the 
school. Dr. Arthur F. Glasser, has been 
named dean.

Ariel Costes, a form er Christian and 
Missionary Alliance pastor, has been 
appoin ted  the new  associate co­
ordinating d irector o f  Christ the Only 
Way M ovement, the country-w ide 
Philippine evangelistic program. Costes 
replaces Fred Baliad, the main or­
ganizer o f  the 17 district congresses on 
evangelism which ended in early 
August.

The Rev. Jim Wilson is the new 
executive d irector o f  the Y outh  For 
Christ In ternational Council. Wilson, 
36, is a Canadian. All four officers o f 
the council were reelected for another 
four year term : Dr. Sam Wolgmeth, 
U.S., president, Victor Manogarom, 
India, vice-president, the Rev. John 
Teibe, Canada, secretary and the Rev. 
Werner Burklin, Germ any, treasurer.

Richard D. Wolcott, Jr., 32, direc­
to r o f  Latin America Mission’s w ork in 
Colombia, was killed July 15 in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan in an autom obile 
accident while on furlough.

G overnm ent officials o f  the Domi­
nican Republic and Roman Catholic 
A rchbishop Octavio A ntonio Beras 
Rojas attended  a m emorial service in 
Santo Domingo for Mr. and Mrs. Paul
E. Potter, Southern Baptist mission­
aries who were m urdered in Santiago. 
No motive has been established for the 
brutal slaying. The Potters are survived 
by tw o children. W
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Facts of a field:
Dem. Rep. of the Congo

V IT A L  STATISTICS 

Capital: Kinshasa (1 m illion).
Area: 905,562 square miles, about 
the size o f the United States east o f 
the Mississippi River.
Population: 17.4 m illion  (1970). 
Population G row th: A bout 2.1 per­
cent annually.

Population Density: About 17 per­
sons per square mile.
Urbanization: In 1968 about one- 
th ird  o f the population was in cities 
and towns w ith  populations o f more 
than 10,000.
Languages: Approxim ately 200 ver­
nacular languages and dialects. Four 
main ones: Linga.la, Swahili, Ki-
kongo, Tshiluba. French is the o f­
fic ia l language.
Literacy: A bout 50 percent in the 
in terior and 80 percent in urban 
centers.
Economy: About three-fourths of 
the people are in farming, and most 
o f the remaining are in industries. Per 
capita gross national product is about 
$100.
H istory: Modern colonial history
began in late fifteenth  century. The 
area became a Belgian colony in 
1908. Independence came in 1960. 
Government: Strong central power is 
vested in the president. Formal or­
ganization is that o f a republic. 
Religion: A bout half o f the people 
are considered Christian. The re­
mainder fo llow  triba l religions, Islam, 
or African independent churches.

C U R R EN T  STATU S O F C H R IST IA N ­
ITY : About half o f  the Congo’s popu­
lation are considered Christian. Of 
these, about two-thirds are claimed by 
the Roman Catholic Church and about 
o n e - th i r d  b y  various Protestant 
churches. There is a small Eastern 
O rthodox com m unity and also a 
num ber o f  adherents who broke away 
from traditional Christian churches to 
form  African independent churches.

The political chaos in the country 
which followed its independence dis­
rupted  the w ork o f  churches and 
missions. However, it also resulted 
later in spiritual vigor for many 
churches. A spiritual m om entum  has 
developed. A nation-wide saturation 
evangelism effort was underway from 
1966 through 1969, culm inating in a 
congress on evangelism.

N A TIO N A L CH U R CH ES: The Roman 
Catholic Church in the Congo claims a 
total com m unity o f about 6.9 million 
people, with a leadership o f  over 2600 
priests. Many Protestant churches have

reported significant growth in recent 
years, and membership statistics are 
difficult to  determ ine. But the total 
num ber o f  Protestants is probably 
between tw o and two and a half 
million.

O f the various P rotestant churches, 
the largest groups include the Presby­
terian Church o f the Congo, Disciples 
o f  Christ, and the Association o f  Bap­
tist Churches o f West Congo (Am eri­
can Baptist). In 1970 the Church of 
Christ in the Congo was form ed,

b r in g in g  together a number of 
churches and missions into a united 
church, with an estim ated membership 
o f 750,000. Within this united church, 
individual church bodies may retain 
their denominational labels but are 
referred to as com munities rather than 
churches. Each com m unity is free to 
maintain its own structure and dis­
tinctive beliefs.

FO R E IG N  M ISSIONS: The earliest 
missionary activity was by Roman 
Catholics in the late fifteenth century. 
The first organized Protestant mission­
ary activity began in 1878 with the 
w ork o f the Livingstone Inland Mis­
sion. Other Protestant mission agencies 
from  N orth America and Europe 
entered the Congo over the following 
years.

In 1969 there were over 900 North 
American P rotestant missionaries in 
the Congo from  22 agencies. The 
largest were the Africa Inland Mission, 
United M ethodist Church, American 
Baptist Convention, Mennonite Breth­
ren and the Congo Inland Mission.

An undeterm ined num ber of Prot­
estant missionaries in the Congo came 
from  several European nations in­
c lu d in g  G re a t  Britain, Norway, 
Sweden and other countries.

In 1969 there were reported to be 
almost 3000 Roman Catholic mission­
aries in the Congo, m ostly from 
Belgium.

Churches and missions were en­
gaged in a wide variety o f activities 
inc lud ing  education, broadcasting, 
literature production and distribution, 
medical care and training, and Bible 
distribution. The entire Bible has been 
translated into J5  languages o f  the 
Congo and the New Testam ent into 
31. In 1969 the New Testam ent was 
translated into two more languages.

E stim ated  R eligious A ffilia tions

P ro testan ts  A frican 
Indepen 

e n t 6%

Largest P ro tes tan t M em berships 

Presbyterian

Muslim 2°/

'Facts of a fie ld ' is compiled by MARC, a division of World Vision International.
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PRESENTING JESUS CHRIST AS THE 
SA VIOR OF THE WORLD TO ALL OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA.
No m atter where you live . . . YOU may become a Missionary Faith Partner in this 
great radio and television outreach . . . covering more than 1 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  souls each 
day w ith  the Gospel.

TV  • UHF • CH. 30 

K J IO F TV  is th e  O N L Y  all C hristian  T V -S ta tion  in th e  s ta te  o f C alifornia.

K gO F

Radio • 99.5 FM

24  H O U RS A D A Y  — O F  R A D IO  is p roclaim ing  C hrist th rough  sacred  music. 
G ospel p rogram s and  C hristian  counseling .

KHO F Radio and T V  is owned and operated by Faith Center, Inc., a non-p ro fit organization, all gifts are 
tax-deductable.

WRITE TODAY  
FOR FREE

Yes, I w ant to  help support th is KHOF Radio and T V  Missionary O u t­
reach in Southern California. Please send me the free in form ation packet.

IN F O R M A T IO N
PACKET

W rite to : KHOF RAD IO -TV
1615 Glendale Ave. 
Glendale, Ca. 91205 USA

N am e_____________________________

A ddress__________________________

C ity  &  State  j_______

Z ip  Code._________________________
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personality 
profile

Jacob A . Loew en, 
translations consultant

TRANSLATOR 
EXTRAORDINAIRE

by Leslie H. Stobbe 
If  you were to  ask a certain oil 

com pany executive w hat role Dr. 
Jacob A. Loewen has played in  his life, 
he would quickly respond, “As my 
Sunday school teacher when I was a- 

22 junior, he gave me my first taste o f  a 
Christianity tha t is relevant.”

Should you  ask the Mennonites in 
Paraguay how they rem em ber him , 
they would tell you th a t his six-month 
stay with the Lenguas and Chulupis 
helped avert a possible bloodbath.

And, if  you were to  ask one of 
hundreds o f  Bible translators in South 
America and Africa, they would tell 
you he was the one tha t helped them  
out when they were stum ped.

These roles—and several o thers—are 
played by a linguist/cultural an thro­
pologist known simply as a “transla­
tions consultant” in the files o f  the 
American Bible Society. Now based in 
Zam bia, Dr. Loewen recently com ­
pleted six years as translation consul­
tan t for South America.

Loewen was born in Russia o f 
M ennonite Brethren parents. By the 
time he was three m onths old, he was 
covered with eczema. Many times his 
m other despaired o f  her only child’s 
life as she cleaned his skin. This

condition continued until he was five 
years old. One day she prayed, “God, 
if  You cannot heal him, take him. If 
You can heal him, I dedicate him to 
Your service.”

Loewen recovered two years before 
his m other brought him  to Canada in a 
miraculous escape from Communism’s 
clutches. They landed in a poverty- 
stricken new com m unity in British 
Columbia just as a depression started.

Instead o f high school, Loewen 
chose a five-year Bible school program 
offered in the small com m unity.

The principal, a true giant o f the 
faith, analyzed the potential o f  each o f 
his students and bluntjy to ld  Loewen, 
“You will never be a preacher.”

Loewen asked, “Could I volunteer 
for missions?”

“T hat’s an excellent idea,” re­
sponded the principal.

Shortly after college graduation 
Loewen and his wife headed for 
C o lo m b ia ,  th e i r  f i r s t  m ission 
assignment.

“My express commission was to  
reduce the Waunana language to 
writing. Yet when it was discovered 
tha t I could manage people, I was 
assigned to  the building program ,” he 
says.

In four years, he supervised the 
construction o f  15 buildings.

“Every time I built another struc­
ture I felt I was doing the wrong 
thing,” he confesses.

During the construction o f  the 
fifteenth building, the Indians said, 
“You are a big, fat liar. You said you 
came here to  learn our language. You 
speak less now  than you once d id .” 

T hat did it! He refused to  build any 
m ore, and during the final year o f  th a t 
term  he devoted him self to  learning 
the language.

Loewen to o k  a furlough to  com­
plete w ork for a m aster’s degree in 
linguistics and cultural anthropology, 
gaining the degree at the University o f 
Washington, Seattle, in 1954.

He returned to  Colombia during a 
period o f  political and religious up­
heaval. His status as a researcher for 
his Ph.D. program at the University o f 
Washington did no t pro tect him  from  
beatings and rock-throwing incidents. 
Yet his survey o f  a 10-dialect area in 
the Choco received wide acclaim by 
academic and government circles. In 
1958, the University o f  Washington

awarded Loewen a Ph.D. in linguistics 
and cultural anthropology.

Loewen has learned that prayer can 
be a vital experience, particularly if 
you are seeking to  know G od’s will.

“G et it down to one sentence. 
Every statem ent related to  that issue 
should be written down every day 
during the period you set yourself for 
determining the will o f G od,” he says.

According to  him, the Holy Spirit 
must have priority at such times of 
prayer. There m ust be nothing block­
ing the channel o f  communication.

“If  He reminds you, ‘The telephone 
bill m ust be paid ,’ make a note o f  that 
so you can go o n .”

The summer o f  1963 saw him 
spend six m onths with the Chulupi 
and Lengua Indians in Paraguay. He 
helped isolate the com munication 
barriers between the Mennonite set­
tlers and the Indians. He aided both 
groups in understanding each other 
and averted what could have been a 
hostile confrontation and bloodshed.

Loewen joined the American Bible 
Society as translations consultant in 
1964 with responsibility for South 
America. How does Loewen see his 
role as translations consultant?

“ I need to  stim ulate interest in first 
translations as well as revisions. Then I 
m ust train missionary and national 
translators to  effectively m eet various 
translation needs. There are also many 
problem s to  solve in the course o f  a 
translation project. Once the transla­
tion has been done, I have to  check 
with every Bible society on the conti­
nent to  make sure they are in publish­
able form. Finally I m ust study the 
problem s, analyze solutions and write 
up the findings so tha t others can 
profit from  them ,” says Loewen.

How can one man work with so 
many different dialects and languages? 
In the first place, Loewen is a linguist. 
But his knowledge o f  cultural barriers 
is also im portant.

“ I m ust try  to  create a setting to 
make a native th ink  my thought after 
the missionary has said it cannot be 
done,” he explains.

Now th a t the American Bible 
Society has transferred his responsi­
bility to  Africa, Loewen has embarked 
with zest on the problems faced in 
tha t vast continent. Throughout, the 
statem ent that acts as his very personal 
guide is: “ My lo t is with people.” A a^
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MEXICAN FELLOWSHIP, INC.
P.O. Box 485 , Pasadena, Calif. 91102 

Dear Sirs:
Please send me information about the “Missions by Involvement” 

ministry.

N a m e

Address

C ity  S tate  Z ip

For m ore in fo rm atio n  on how your youth  
can have this exp erien c e , clip  and  m ail to d ay .

MISSIONS m
" ' S f / c S -

INVOLVEMENT
Since 1959  over 3 0 0 0  high school and college youth have expe­

rienced "M ISSIO NS BY INVOLVEM ENT" at Centro de Amparo  
O rphanage located 9 miles south o f Ensenada, Mexico (90 miles 
south o f San Diego, Calif.)

WORK PROJECTS, DAILY DEVOTIONAL BIBLE 
STUDY AND FELLOWSHIP COUPLED WITH A MIN­
ISTRY TO THE CHILDREN OF THE ORPHANAGE AND 

COMMUNITY, MAKES "MISSIONS BY INVOLVEMENT" 
A MEMORABLE AND CHALLENGING EXPERIENCE.

© O rphanage

MEXICAN FELLOWSHIP, INC.
P.O. Box 4B5, Pasadena, C alif. 91102 

/  KENNETH J. STROMAN, President

\

Mexican Fellowship, Inc., is an interdenominational 
mission agency, incorporated in 1960 to care for 

needy children in Mexico, the distribution of 
Christian literature, and “on the field” mis­

sionary experience. These ministries are 
carried on in Christ’s name, as evidence 

that someone cares enough to share. 23 
“Inasmuch as you have done it unto 
one of the least of these my breth­
ren ye have done it unto me.”



Is there a living, growing church 
in mainland China today?

Will the Western evangelical be 
able to again minister in Red 
China? Is he even needed? What can 
we do? How should we pray?

A  new Paperback by Dr. Stanley 
Mooneyham, President o f World 
Vision International, sheds ligh t on 
Red China in general and on the 
status o f the Christian in particular.

It makes a handy reference fo r 
every Christian, highly illustrated 

w ith photos, graphs and maps.

.C H I N A :
the puzzle
Please send__ .copies
o f China: the Puzzle at 95 cents per 
copy. Enclosed is my check fo r

*---------------------------------------M31-W19

address_ 

city___ .s to re . .z ip .

W orld V ision In te rna tiona l 
Box 0, Pasadena, California 91109

W Vnews

Reflections
from

the Jerusalem 
Conference

by Paul F. Fryhling, pastor o f  First 
Covenant Church, Minneapolis, Min­
nesota

To break the bread and drink the 
cup o f Holy Com munion with more 
than 1300 Christians would be a high 
experience anywhere. To do so facing 
the m orning sun on M ount Scopus, a 
scant mile from  the M ount o f  Olives, 
and looking across the Judean hills 
tow ard the Jordan, eating bread made 
by believers in Bethlehem (house of 
bread) and drinking from  cups made 
from  local olive wood, was a thrill 
b e y o n d  telling. On tha t n o te— 
“proclaiming the L ord’s death until he 
com e”—the Jerusalem Conference on 
Biblical Prophecy ended, in full view 
o f the M ount of Olives, upon which 
one day the Lord shall stand when he 
returns to  subdue the nations and 
establish his reign (Zechariah 14:4).

Sponsored by no particular organi­
zation, this conference on biblical 
prophecy was called together by an ad 
hoc com m ittee o f  27 churchm en from  
the U nited States and Canada. The 
program itself was developed by Dr. 
W.A. Criswell, Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, 
Dr. G. Douglas Young and Dr. Carl
F.H. Henry, who was general chairman 
o f  the conference. The delegates, each 
paying a $175 tu ition  fee, came m ain­
ly from  the U nited States, although 
about 30 countries were represented. 
While m any denom inations and inde­
pendent religious bodies were repre­
sented, there was little evidence that 
the m ajor com m unions were involved

on the leadership level. A considerable 
portion o f those present, perhaps the 
m ajority, were lay people and pastors 
for whom the conference was one 
segment o f  their first visit to  the Holy 
Land and to  several European cities.

Packed in to  three full days was an 
intriguing series o f  lecture topics, and 
the logical sequence o f  these areas of 
prophetic concern bespoke credit to 
the planning com m ittee. It was a 
curriculum  w orthy o f the title , Con­
ference on Biblical Prophecy.

K eynoting the conference, the Rev. 
Dr. W.A. Criswell, pastor, First Baptist 
Church o f  Dallas, Texas, reaffirmed 
the basic resource of the Bible, the 
prophetic, infallible Word o f  God. Its 
prophecies and promises have been 
fulfilled “ to  the le tte r” in the past, 
hence there need be no doubt about 
the dependability o f  those prophecies 
relating to  the end tim e and the return 
o f  our Lord, Jesus Christ. Other 
foundational positions covered were: 
“G od’s Purpose in Man’s R edem ption” 
and “The Resurrection o f  Jesus 
Christ.” These were given by Dr. A. 
Skevington Wood and Dr. Merrill C. 
Tenney, respectively.

It was no t until the final afternoon 
lecture o f the first day tha t the pro­
phetic note in terms o f  the things yet 
to  be, or currently being fulfilled, was 
sounded, the focus being upon the 
“Perspectives on the Rebuilding o f  the 
Tfemple.” Here the intellectual honesty 
o f  the conference was clearly estab­
lished as Christian scholars, Dr. 
Edm und P. Clowney and the Rev. Dr.

w o rn  n v i r i o n  MAGAZINE I SEPTEMBER 1971



Charles T. Feinberg presented diam et­
rically opposing views on the necessity 
o f  the actual building o f  a material 
structure as against a spiritual ful­
fillment.

The first day was fittingly clim axed 
by a warm -hearted, sim ply-stated 
sermon by  the Rev. Dr. Arnold T. 
Olson on “The Second Coming o f 
Christ.”  Few  who heard him will 
forget the oft-repeated  adm onition 
from  the parable o f  the ten brides­
m a id s ,  “ Behold, the bridegroom  
com eth!”

The progression o f  eschatological 
study resum ed late in the m orning o f 
the second d a y , when the Rev. Dr. 
Harold J. Ockenga unfolded the them e 
o f  “ Fulfilled and Unfulfilled Pro­
phecy .” He logically argued from  the 
Olivet Discourse o f  Jesus and  The 
Revelation, chapter six, th a t while 
“this gospel o f  the kingdom  will be 
p r e a c h e d  th roughou t the whole 
w orld”  m ay seem to  be in the final 
stage o f  fu lfillm ent, o the r phenom ena, 
such as the catastrophic earthquakes, 
the vast famines and the invasion by a 
people from  the no rth  o f  Israel 
“dwelling safely in unw alled cities” are 
yet to  occur. W hether these m ust 
precede, be concom itan t w ith or result 
from  the L ord’s personal return  for 
the saints, Dr. Ockenga said, is open to  
individual in te rp re ta tion , although it 
seemed clear th a t he placed some, if 
n o t all, o f  these things as prelude to  
C hrist’s coming.

“The F u tu re  o f  Israel”—w hat a 
vital subject for discussion in the very 
city o f  Jerusalem ! Two Christian 
scholars and one Israeli laym an ad­
dressed themselves to  this. Dr. Herman 
N. R idderbos o f  the N etherlands and 
Dr. John  F. Walvoord o f  Dallas, Texas, 
took  divergent positions on whether 
Israel as a national en tity  or the 
church as the spiritual Israel o f  God is 
the im portan t fact. Dr. R .J. Zvi 
Werblowsky advised the conference 
th a t Israel today  does n o t consider 
prophecy so m uch as foretelling, bu t 
rather as forthtelling. The future of 
Israel is assured n o t because G od has 
said it m ust be, b u t because Jews have 
united  to  do it and G od seems to  have
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blessed and honored them in so doing, 
he averred.

The tempo and intensity o f  the 
sessions moved toward their climax on 
the third and last full day o f  the 
conference. An Israeli, an Arab, a 
Christian lady and Dr. G. Douglas 
Young, president o f  the American 
Institute for Holy Land Studies, pre­
sented perhaps the most stimulating 
dialogue o f  the conference, against the 
backdrop o f  which Dr. Carl F.H. 
Henry discussed “Jesus Christ and the 
Last Days” and Dr. Wilbur M. Sm ith’s 
lecture, “Signs o f  the Lord’s R eturn ,” 
was read. The final high note of 
biblical exegesis was developed by the 
Rev. Dr. John R.W. S to tt, rector o f  All 
Souls Church, London, England, as he
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spoke on “The Gospel and the 
Nations.” After such an intensive, 
much too  brief three-day conclave the 
quiet morning com munion service al­
luded to earlier seemed like “ the still, 
small voice” after the wind and fire, all 
three o f which are viable factors in our 
eschatological expectations.

Adding color and excitem ent to  the 
main theme and goals o f  the con­
ference were dramatic special events. 
The appearance o f  the patriarch of 
m odern Israel, David Ben Gurion, 
brought a benedictory note at the very 
outset. Great congregations singing 
under Ronn H uff’s direction and the 
songs by Anita Bryant and Jerome 
Hines, especially as he sang “The Holy 
City,” brought us near to God. Un­
forgettable was the presentation of 
“Y outh at the End o f  the Age” by a 
folk-group, as was the challenging 
address by evangelist Tom  Skinner on 
“Modern Y outh in Biblical Per­
spective.”

A bout tha t, the next speaker re­
marked tha t while there was not much 
exposition o f prophecy in it, there was 
m uch that was prophetic. Perhaps that 
is the com bination for which the 
church should aim in these critical 
times: an enlightened understanding of 
the biblical witness and our personal 
prophetic w ord and action in the real 
world o f  here and now, changing the 
we-and-they to  us.

The m ost o ft asked questions by 
those who were no t present are: Was it

DR.W0RVIS



effective? Did Jerusalem  itself take 
notice? Will it make an im pact upon 
the Church and society?

A genuine, b u t guarded, “yes” is 
my answer to  the first question. While 
no new  ideas were expressed, a t least 
evangelicals were n o t locked in to  a 
single simplistic system o f eschato- 
logical in te rp re ta tion . By this very 
fact, some pastors and laym en heard 
for the first time o f  viable positions 
never honestly  presented in their 
circles.

To the second question I can only 
say th a t the Jerusalem Post carried 
brief com m ents on a few things related 
to  the conference. There was, how ­
ever, no “ strange sound”  em anating 
from  th e  congress hall so intriguing 
th a t the people were stirred  w ith 
curiosity  or w onder. Israel was hardly 
aware tha t we were there, except th a t 
the taxi drivers and curio shops picked 
up business.

I f  the Church reads the  lectures and 
dialogues when published, or some 
prom oter dram atizes them  via o ther 
com m unications m edia, some salutary 
effect will accrue to  society. However, 
three days o f  only listening w ithout 
the creative, corrective, constructive 
p roduction  o f  dialogue and debate by 
the assembly itse lf could hardly be 
expected  to  do m ore than delineate 
the m ore obvious in terpretations. My 
hope is th a t upon this prelude a longer 
deliberative congress m ight convene 
and dare to  sta te  definitive convictions

o f the Church in at least some areas o f 
eschatological understanding.

Only faintly discernible was a 
hoped for electrifying sense o f  antici­
pation  o f  the L ord’s personal return . 
Perhaps it was well tha t the em otional 
appeal o f  preaching was no t a major 
elem ent, and indeed m ere sentim ent, 
illogically grounded, is hardly ever 
productive. Y et, in our tim e when so 
m any signs, quite apart from  the reli­
gious, have in them  elem ents o f  crisis 
if  n o t catastrophe, w ould no t the 
joyous and com forting  fact o f  C hrist’s 
personal return  and the victory o f  
righteousness—w ould n o t this be a 
witness o f  hope th a t the m odern man 
could relate to  and which, calmly 
a n t i c i p a t e d ,  w ould  be spiritual 
strength and uplift to  the “body of 
Christ?” M aranatha—He is coming! v ie r
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A report b y  Wilfred A . Bellamy, 
general secretary, N ew  L ife  F or A ll

From  the small beginning in 
northern Nigeria, New Life For All 
spread to  other Nigerian provinces. 
Soon neighboring countries also began 
to  take an interest in this saturation 
evangelism program. In 1965, two 
years after the founding o f  NLFA, the 
first non-Nigerian seminar took  place 
in the Niger Republic. Then things 
began to snowball (if  anything can 
snowball in Africa!). The Association 
o f Evangelicals in Africa and Mada­
gascar held a conference in the Ivory 
Coast where NLFA was presented to 
six West Africa nations. Visits by
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Snowball 
In AfricaP

NLFA teams to  Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Mali, Upper Volta and Ivory Coast 
followed rapidly.

The West African Congress on 
Evangelism was a pivotal experience in 
the growth o f the movement. Held at 
the University o f  Ibadan in July 1968, 
it was attended by delegates from  26 
African nations. Once again a thor­
ough teach-in was given on the prin­
ciples o f saturation evangelism as 
dem onstrated by New Life For All. 
Soon after the Congress, visits were 
made to  South Africa, Rhodesia, 
Zam bia, Malawi, Tanzania, Kenya, 
Uganda and Burundi. In cities o f all 
these nations there was great enthu­
siasm for the N LFA  approach. In 
succeeding m onths it has been satis­
fying to  see how  the m ovement has 
developed in m any o f  these countries.

To bring the picture com pletely up 
to  date one m ust now  add the names 
o f Cameroon, Dahomey, Chad, Ghana, 
E th iop ia, Congo, Central African 
Republic and Rwanda to  those coun­
tries whose churches are interested or 
have already become involved in some 
form  o f saturation evangelism.

Typical o f  the follow-through after 
a New Life For All seminar is that 
which to o k  place in Malawi and 
Zambia. Here the evangelicals of 
leading churches and missions gathered 
for an intensive teach-in. Then came 
action. A working com m ittee was set
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up. Doctrinal standards were carefully 
laid down to  provide com plete agree­
m ent on the con ten t o f  the gospel 
message and the approach to  evan­
gelism overall. This is a vital step  in a 
day when there is m uch woolly th ink­
ing about the tru th  o f  God.

C ooperation can be a “naugh ty” 
word these days. How could  NLFA be 
“evangelical”  and “cooperative”  at the 
same tim e? This question  was faced at 
the very beginning when leaders o f 
participating churches and missions sat 
around a table in Jos, Nigeria in 1963. 
Had they m et to  discuss church prac­
tices they  would still be there. But, 
because they had m et to  discuss evan­
gelism, the Lord led them  to  a basis 
upon which they  could w ork together. 
There em erged from  their discussion a 
doctrinal foundation  which is u tterly  
scriptural, thoroughly  evangelical and 
absolutely fundam ental.

As in the Malawi and Zam bia 
example this practice was followed 
before beginning any NLFA  work.

A fter doctrinal agreem ent was 
reached m en were set apart for the 
propagation o f  the m ovem ent. Mis­
sionary Jack Selfridge accepted  the 
responsibility in Malawi. In Zam bia, 
Sam Kasonso o f  the Bible College of 
Central Africa to o k  th e  assignment.

As these m en—backed by their 
w orking com m ittees—have traveled 
and taught and exhorted , the churches 
have given themselves to  prayer and 
preparation . The im pact upon those 
form erly unreached has been im pres­
sive as a mobile church has begun to  
w i tn e s s .  I t  is exciting to  see

chu rches-m any  o f  which have known 
only relatively slow church g ro w th -  
suddenly enjoy rapid expansion both 
in quality as well as quantity .

The saturation evangelism move­
m ent is now  expressing itself in many 
countries o f  the w orld—Evangelism-in- 
D epth in Latin America, Christ for All 
in Congo, Evangelism Deep and Wide 
in V ietnam  and New Life For All in 
m any African countries. O f this latter 
m ovem ent, Dr. George W. Peters, p ro ­
fessor o f  world missions at Dallas 
Theological Sem inary, w rote in 1968: 
“ I am deeply impressed by the New 
Life For All program. It is the m ost 
com plete, dynam ic, biblically ori­
en ted , spiritually m otivated , and Afri­
can adapted m ovem ent 1 have learned 
to  know. I am profoundly  moved by 
its quantitative and qualitative ac­
com plishm ents under the gracious 
m inistry o f  the Holy Spirit. It deserves 
to  becom e an African continental 
m ovem ent.”
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MOBILIZING FOR SATURATION 
EVANGELISM, edited by  Clyde W. 
Taylor and Wade T. Coggins (Evan­
gelical Missions Information Service, 
Wheaton, Illinois, 1970, 245 pages, 
$2.95, paperback only) is reviewed by 
Herman G. Tegenfeldt, Associate 
Professor o f  Missions, Bethel Theo­
logical Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
and form erly a missionary to Burma, 
1941-1966.

T hirty  leaders in the m ovem ent 
often  term ed Evangelism-in-Depth m et 
at Leysen, Sw itzerland in the late 
sum m er o f  1969 for a w eek o f  prayer­
ful in teraction  under the chairm anship 
o f  Dr. George W. Peters o f  Dallas 
Theological Sem inary, in a Saturation 
Evangelism Consultation. This volume,

edited  by two who shared in the 
C onsultation, contains the papers 
p resented, together w ith form al com ­
m ents on them  m ade by o ther partici­
pants. The editors, Dr. Taylor and 
Rev. Coggins, are bo th  well-known 
executives o f  the Evangelical Foreign 
Missions Association.

A wide variety of m aterial is in­
cluded, all related to  m ovem ents and 
m ethods for to ta l m obilization o f  the 
churches for evangelism. The initial 
chapter, giving historical backgrounds, 
is by Dr. Horace L. F en ton  o f  the 
Latin America Mission, which under 
the late Dr. R. K enneth Strachan did 
so m uch to  pioneer in this field. 
Insights from  recent history  o f  this 
m ovem ent in such widely separated 
areas as Nigeria, Portugal, Latin 
America, Korea and India are to  be 
found  in the o ther chapters. Biblical 
backgrounds and m andates for evan­
gelism, to o , come in fo r some 
atten tion .

However, as the title suggests, the 
main emphasis is upon  m ethods. Major 
papers are addressed to  such topics as: 
M o b i l iz a t io n  o f  B elievers and 
Churches, Strategy to  Reach a N ation,

Training Laym en for the Task, Follow 
Through Evangelism, and Building 
Evangelism in to  the Life o f  the 
Church. These provide considerable 
detail, and include some organizational 
charts and statistical tables.

Although the American scene is no t 
forgotten (prim arily through Rev. D. 
James K ennedy’s chapter dealing with 
the training o f  laym en), the heavy 
emphasis o f  the book  is on saturation 
evangelism overseas. Experienced mis­
sionaries present m uch o f  the material, 
augm ented by addresses and com ­
m ents from  several national leaders in 
evangelism from  Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. A pproxim ately one-third o f  
the participants in the Consultation 
were from  churches in the Third 
World.

The Evangelical Missions Inform a­
tion  Service is to  be com m ended for 
its use o f limp paperback binding, 
uneven right margins, etc. to  permit 
pricing the  book  so reasonably, yet 
keeping it attractive and readable. The 
reader looking for m aterial on both  
the rationale and the m ethods proven 
effective in saturation evangelism will 
find m uch to  help him.

Readers o f World Vision Magazine will be interested to 
know that our editor Paul S. Rees has undergone surgery 
for arterial blockage. We are most grateful to be able to 
announce that the surgery was completely successful. Dr. 
Rees is now convalescing and is in excellent spirits. We 
would like to ask our fine family o f  readers to support him 
in prayer through this period and thus speed his return to 
his world-wide speaking and writing ministry. We would be 
deeply appreciative as would, needless to say, our beloved 
leader Dr. Rees. —The Staff



editorial view

YES, MR. BEESON, BUT IS IT CRICKET P
Trevor Beeson, the “ European E d ito r” o f  The Christian 

Century, feels that British Christians who try to  practice 
evangelism among the thousands of summertime holiday­
makers are m uddled in their thinking and im pertinent in 
their aims.

He com m ends the line taken in a World Council o f 
Churches booklet on “ Leisure-Tourism” because there it is 
argued that churches serve vacationers best by fostering the 
“ freedom o f man to  make his own choices, freedom  to 
travel, freedom to  enjoy leisure activities.”

On the contrary, he takes a dim view of a report on 
“evangelism amongst holidaym akers” produced under the 
direction o f  “ the archbishops’ (Anglican) council on evan­
gelism.” Here is one recom m endation that Mr. Beeson finds 
particularly offensive: “Means must be found o f  helping 
Christian laypeople to  see th a t holidaym akers are n o t only a 
source of income for the locality bu t also a field for 
evangelism.”

This, Beeson feels, lends aid and com fort to  the crassest, 
m ost exploitative and manipulative, o f evangelistic types. 
Indeed he says pointedly th a t the council’s advice “ raises the 
nice question o f w hether evangelical exploitation is more 
moral than financial exp lo ita tion .”

On two counts this strikes .us as being a doubtful pitch:
(1) Are we justified in assuming that a reference to  
vacationers as “a source o f  incom e” means tha t those who 
receive this income are going to  exploit their custom ers; and
(2) Is it fair to  im ply—as is clearly done—that all summertime 
evangelism will be o f  the intrusive, aggressive, argumentative, 
unattractive kind?

That I am no t misreading Mr. Beeson’s a ttitude will be 
clear, I th ink , from  the following:

A ny idea that the Christian contribution to tourism 
might consist mainly in helping people to enjoy them­
selves is lost in the report’s obsession with manipulating 
th e  holidaymaker into some sort o f  Christian 
commitment.
Isn’t  there a m uddle here?
The real reason why hordes o f  holidaym akers are unable 

to  “enjoy themselves” is not that they are being bom barded 
by tract-carrying zealots o f  the Lord who have never learned 
th a t even on letter-count m ore than half o f  contact is tact. 
They are incapable o f enjoying themselves because when 
they left home they brought with them  “selves” that are 
ingrown, disoriented and (often  unconsciously) despised. 
They need to  experience a healing newness that soft sea 
breezes can never give them .

Think w hat, in these circum stances, could come from  just 
a half-hcur o f deep-level sharing by a “G enie” Price, or a

Bruce Larson, or some for-real member o f  the “Jesus 
people.”

Before I had finished reading Trevor Beeson’s disap­
pointing piece I thought about the conversion o f one o f Mr. 
Beeson’s most famous fellow countrym en, the Rev. Charles 
Kingsley. The scene: a sum m er’s night on England’s south 
coast. The record: an entry  in 22-year-old Kingsley’s diary: 

June 12, 1841 —My Birthnight. I  have been fo r  the last 
hour on the seashore, not dreaming, but thinking deeply 
and strongly, and forming determinations which are to 
affect my life through tin\e and through eternity. Before 
the sleeping earth and the sleepless sea and stars I  have 
devoted m yself to God, a vow never to be recalled.
What a “happening” in the life o f  any vacationer!
Yes, there are tactless “get’em saved” Christian evan­

gelists. But to  characterize all overt Christian sharing as 
“exploitative” and “m anipulative” is to  turn  an attem pt at 
characterization in to  caricature.

And th a t, 1 suggest, is simply no t “cricket.” PSR

THOUGHTS 
WHILE SHAVING j

Mostly About Mission
If  i t ’s true th a t “ In Christ there is no East or W est,” then 

m aybe my culture-bound Americanism, seen through Asian 
eyes, is an offense to  the gospel.

In today’s world the veteran missionary who confidently 
says, “D on’t  worry, I  know my natives, ” knows neither his 
“natives” nor himself.

If  Brunner was right, tha t “the Church exists by mission 
as fire exists by burning,” we’ve a lo t o f churches tha t ought 
to  be looking for a new  name.

The Devil is an oiler: he can lubricate the machinery o f  
compromise so that churchly conformity to culture in 
America is innocent while in Russia it is guilty.

That “partnership” between mission boards and indige­
nous churches which looks like statesmanship to  the boards 
may look like disguised paternalism to  the churches.

A  com m itm ent without a Calvary, a mission without a 
passion, is as impossible with us as it was with Jesus. PSR



THE NEW  
LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT.

You, too, can be free of financial 
frustration!
M oney worries. They rob you of 
sleep and put needless wrinkles in 
your brow. And most of the time 
they get bigger at the senior citizen 
stage of life.

Property you’ve held on to for 
years suddenly begins to depreciate 
in value. The neighborhood changes 
or the freeway takes it away. Build­
ings need costly maintenance and 
frequent repairs. The bottom falls 
out of the stock market. Taxes keep 
on going up and labor costs are out 
of sight.

And your savings account is still 
earning the same low rate of interest!

Is th e re  an y  w ay  o u t of th e  
dilemma? Yes! World Vision Annui­
ties offer a steady, dependable 
income—up to 10% depending upon 
your age.

There are no collections to make. 
Your dividend checks are sent to you 
through the mail. There’s nothing to 
look after, nothing to keep up, no 
re-investments to make.

In addition to freedom from 
worry, World Vision Annuities give 
you tax benefits, greater returns on 
your money and the satisfaction of 
knowing you are helping to further 
the cause of Christ through the 
worldwide work of World Vision.

r

You, too, can be liberated from 
the insecurity of an unstable income.

Send the coupon today 
for full information.

Lee Bernard, Director—Stewardship Department
WORLD VISION INC.
919 W. Huntington Drive, Monrovia, California 91016

□  Please send information on World Vision Annuities. 
I am also interested in □  Wills, □  Missions Security 
Agreements.

Name____________________________________________

Birthdate - 

Address- 

City------- . State - .Zip.
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CP Air can jet you—in a matter of hours—to any of 23 
fascinating cities on five continents. To the sun countries: 

Southern Europe, Mexico, South America, Hawaii or the South 
Pacific! To Northern Europe where you'll find everything 

from medieval to "mod". Or the Orient where you can explore 
Japan, Hong Kong and Bangkok on a single sweep to the other

side of the sun!

With CP Air, the flight itself is a delightful experience. 
You'll find our international service is as bright, 

cheerful and distinctive as our own new colors. There is a 
CP Air office or travel agent near you!

For reservations call (213) 625-0131

Travel with CP Air is a global affair

CPAir
Canadian Pacific O l

Litho U.S.A.


