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above: Evangelism-in-Depth Appalachia head-t 
quartets are in  Hazard, Kentucky w here floods 
are a regular event.

le ft :  In a com m unity w ithout a church  or 
Sunday sch oo l EID personnel h e ld  a  week  
daily vacation  B ible course in the local school. 1

b e l o w : T h e  Rev. R u ben  Lores, d irector of 
Evangelism-in-Depth, visited 14 countries, in­
cluding Korea, during his w orld tour to  explain j 
the EID m ethodology.



I Appalachia »jom
I  never have seen so many preachers all together in 
one place before in my whole life," the old man ob­
served. And, with awe tinging his native mountain 
drawl, he added, " . . .  an' I don't reckon I ever will 
again!"

This old-timer was observing the beginning of the 
movement which God is using in 20 counties of east­
ern Kentucky and part of West Virginia. Its name, 
Evangelism-in-Depth. Many Christians are asking if 
this modern miracle-in-the-making is to usher in the 
next Evangelical Awakening for North America. It is 
noteworthy that, for the first time, all Evangelism-in- 
Depth participants were speaking the English language.

Result of three years work

The above scene unfolded in Campton, Kentucky, 
on March 13, 1967, when 90 ministers and home mis­
sionaries gathered in the Baptist church pastored by 
the Rev. Ray Cummins. The purpose was a day-long 
workshop on Evangelism-in-Depth for the Appala­
chian region. Speaking on EID were Messrs. T. H. Shel­
ton, secretary of evangelism for the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, Burnis Bushong, candidate secretary of 
World Gospel Mission, and W. Dayton Roberts, asso­
ciate general director of the Latin America Mission.

The meeting was not a coincidence. Work and 
prayer had started three years before, in August of 
1964. Garland Franklin, native-born Kentuckian and 
founder of the Scripture Memory Mountain Mission, 
presented the possibility of an Evangelism-in-Depth 
program to 78 ministers and Christian workers who 
had gathered at Camp Nathanael during the annual 
meeting of those ministering in the mountain area. 
The idea was enthusiastically received and immedi­
ately an ad hoc committee of seven was appointed 
from among the group. They named the movement 
"Evangelism-in-Depth for the Appalachian Region" 
and elected Franklin chairman.

They studied successful Evangelism-in-Depth cam­
paigns of Central and South America, Nigeria and 
India and learned their own EID movement would 
proceed as the Holy Spirit enlisted believers under the 
following steps of action:

1. Mobilize all Appalachian Christians in the evan-

Besides h is regular job  as sales m anager o f  a Christian radio sta­
tion in Southern California, Jones serves as a consultant to several 
Christian organizations including Evangelism-in-Depth.

gelistic witness — men, women, children, illiterates, 
intellectuals, new Christians, mature believers.

2. Mobilize these believers on every level of life and 
witness within the framework of the church in its 
relationships, in the local congregations, in the de­
nominations and in the visible unity of the entire 
Christian community.

3. Mobilize them through local leadership.
4. Work from a base of coordinated strategy, with 

comprehensive objectives in a total program of evan­
gelical penetration.

Where these objectives have been adopted God has 
worked miracles in Latin America.

As LAM director W. Dayton Roberts interpreted the 
challenge — "Christians cannot be mobilized unless 
there is a measure of expectancy throughout the mem­
bership of the church. Pastors must be ready for a 
revolution in clergy-laity relationships.. . .  Faith, obe­
dience and a sense of God's visitation . . .  these are the 
ingredients of a revived church."

Ross Figart, chairman of the Board of EID for Appa­
lachia, added, "The past two years of work and prayer 
have often seemed to be long and the goal appeared 
far away. But we can almost say now that it is moving 
so fast that we begin to ask, 'Can we keep up with the 
pace?'"

Sectarian walls of opposition

Interdenominational cooperation is one of the major 
criteria of EID and the early ad hoc committee knew 
the greatness of its task. Sectarianism in these moun­
tains is strong. Prejudice and traditions are carved in 
people's minds as deep as the valleys in which they 
live. The committee knew all too well that the bar­
riers were as high as the mountains and as difficult to 
cross. How could a minority group of independent 
home missionaries penetrate the ranks of the denomi­
nations?

Communication was the first major problem. And 
there were other staggering problems to be solved — 
before they could even begin. There was no office, no 
secretary, no money. Franklin tells of his experience 
during one sleepless night that first week:

"I found myself praying, 'Oh, God, this assignment 
is too much for me. The Great Commission is Your 
command. You have resources and personnel. Forgive 
me for being jittery. Help me to go to sleep. In Jesus' 
Name. Amen.'
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Much o f life in Appalachia is reminiscent o f American life in an earlier era.

"Upon awakening the answer began to come/' 
Franklin continued. "The Lord reminded me of our 
large basement which could be remodeled into a tem­
porary office. It served for two years."

Next Franklin turned to the inactive board of the 
Knott County Evangelistic Association. He explained 
the ministry of Evangelism-in-Depth. The group not 
only pledged their support but voted to give $ 1 0 0  to 
initiate the program.

‘Kick off’ or ‘Kicked in’

Evangelism-in-Depth was now officially under way, 
but the chief problem still loomed ahead: "How will 
the Holy Spirit use us to breach the walled-up denomi­
nations?"

Many suggestions for constructive action were avail­
able in the Evangelism-in-Depth materials being used 
by LAM —but most of it was in Spanish and oriented 
to Latin American culture. The huge task of interpre­
tation and reapplication was tackled with major as­
sistance from key LAM Evangelism-in-Depth veterans 
such as the Rev. Ruben Lores, Latin America Mission's 
director of evangelism.

Three rallies were held to acquaint ministers and 
lay workers with the proven principles of Evangelism- 
in-Depth. Though held in denominational churches — 
Southern Baptist in Hazard, Methodist in Prestonsburg 
and Presbyterian in Beattyville —denominational min­
isters were largely conspicuous by their absence. In­
stead of being ready to "kick off" it looked more like 
EID was ready to be "kicked in." But interest began to 
spread among Southern Baptist pastors. Soon other 
denominations joined ranks. Mission groups and sev­
eral Christian institutions also endorsed Evangelism- 
in-Depth.

Influential lay Christians, strong Christian segments 
and whole geographical areas are still holding out. But

months of prayer and orchestrated effort are showing I 
fruit. EID's added momentum is providing the vehicle! 
for ministers to meet across denominational barriers as! 
they pray and witness together.

Experienced EID campaigners emphasize that it is 
not necessary to import great numbers of outside 
specialists for evangelistic effectiveness. In fact, this | 
may be detrimental. "The outsider is here today and j 
gone tomorrow," advises OWED's general director } 
Ruben Lores. "To produce lasting results, potential! 
leaders must be called out, prayed into positions of ! 
leadership, trained and encouraged to mobilize their 
own people in evangelistic witness."

By mid-1967, 20 counties of eastern Kentucky were 
committed at various levels to the EID movement 
Even so, there are many needs to be met. Garland j 
Franklin remarked, "W e are often tempted to wonder 
whether we can ever make it financially, since the 
denominations as such are not as yet appropriating 
anything in their budgets toward this ministry. God, 
however, is no man's debtor and He is able to do ! 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think. ! 
Our confidence is in Him."

Two years of ground work

No one can say that the two-year planning stage of 
the Appalachian movement has not been in-depth. 
The Holy Spirit has prepared many hearts for the task 
ahead. Now the physical preparation is taking place 
and full-time workers are being prayed into service. 
EID teams are presenting the program to neighboring 
counties through films and literature. More than 1000 
church and missionary leaders were expected to attend 
the Appalachian Retreat at Eastern Kentucky Univer­
sity, Richmond, Kentucky, August 28-30.

By late this fall, 3000 churches of all denominations 
in the Appalachian region will be joining forces
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trough EID to make an unprecedented impact for the 
ospel in 1968. Twenty denominations are already rep- 
esented in the working force and more are expected to 
ain ranks.

Each participating church will set up its own prayer 
ells so that by 1968's winter season as many as 15,000 
irayer cells (five to seven believers in each) will be 
neeting regularly. Extensive training in evangelistic 
vitness will be under way. Late spring will see the first 
very-home canvass program begun with thousands 
>f conversions reaped in the harvest.

Selected missionaries from all over the world are

coming to Appalachia for on-the-job training in EID 
methodology as an extension program of OWED. (See 
box.)

Observers of successful EID movements in Latin 
America and Africa will be particularly watchful of 
this first EID movement in the U.S. As one observer 
put it, "Perhaps God has chosen this area knowing 
that in the hearts of these people there is a faith above 
worldly selfishness and greed and pettiness. This may 
be the beginning of a whole new movement of the 
Holy Spirit — an awakening which will spread to the 
largest cities and then across our land!"

DOES EVANGELISM-IN-DEPTH REALLY WORK?

Professions 

of Faith

1960
Nica­
ragua

2,604

1961
Costa
Rica

3,153

1962
Guate­
mala

15,000

1964
Vene­
zuela

17,791

iqee 1965

■ S M I

19,212 11,800

1967 
(to May) 

Peru

3,000
Participating

Churches 125 186 1,075 478 500 325 800

Participating

Denomi­

nations 12 11 33 30 36 16 26

Trained

Leaders 250 350 900 900 980 300 1,545

Trained Lay 

Christians 2,000 4,000 50,000 18,000 20,000 8,000 24,220

Homes

Visited 40,000 50,757 250,000 300,000 80,000 60,000 27,842 

1st day 1st day 1st day

Prayer Cells 500 1,000 6,036 3,724 4,204 2,206 4,725

After presenting the EID concept at the Berlin 
Congress, LAM was asked about sending teams all 
over the world to explain the movement to Chris­
tian leaders. Because of this demand, the Office 
of Worldwide Evangelism-in-Depth (OWED) was 
established. Headquartered in Bogota, New Jer­
sey, OWED will have four major thrusts making 
up its ministry, says the Rev. Ruben Lores, gen­
eral director. These are (1) seminars in theological 
institutions around the world, (2 ) on-the-job train­
ing for pastors and missionaries, (3) distribution 
of EID materials, visual aids, technical data, and 
(4 ) technical advisory teams for worldwide as­
sistance in initial planning.

OWED does not participate directly in Evange­
lism-in-Depth campaigns outside Latin America. 
"Our evangelists are committed for many years 
ahead in Latin American nations," explains Lores. 
"But the Lord has told us to share EID systems 
with Christian leaders on a worldwide basis, and 
we must obey."

"One of the most important assists to future 
EID movements will be Ed Dayton's MARC ser­
vices," Lores observed. "The MARC office has

been of tremendous help to us during the plan­
ning stages of OWED. The research ability of 
MARC teamed with EID principles can go far to­
wards completion of the great commission."

Dr. R. Kenneth Strachan did not simply stum­
ble onto the formula for Evangelism-in-Depth. It 
was the fruit of nearly 40 years' experience on the 
part of Latin America Mission, directed by Ken 
Strachan and by his father, Harry Strachan before 
him.

He studied movements that were growing rap­
idly. He traveled extensively studying dynamic 
Christian and non-Christian movements and fi­
nally devised this simple yet profound "Theorem 
of Group Growth":

THE GRO W TH o f  any group is in direct pro­
portion  to its ability  to m ob ilize its en tire m em ­
bership in continuous evangelistic outreach.
Evangelism-in-Depth implements four basic 

principles:
1. Mobilization of all believers. Every learner 

becomes a teacher, every hearer a proclaimer and 
every receiver a sharer.

2. Involvement of the local church. Evangelism- 
in-Depth mobilizes the total community in rela­
tion to and within the framework of the local 
church.

3. Unity of the Body of Christ. Evangelism-in- 
Depth finds ways of giving testimony before an 
unbelieving world to the unity of the Body of 
Christ, without compromise of doctrinal posi­
tions. An evangelistic effort which limits itself to 
any one segment of the Christian communitv is 
not Evangelism-in-Depth and is handicapped by 
this restricted testimony.

4. Systematic matching of needs and resources. 
Evangelism-in-Depth studies the needs, analyzes 
the resources and develops a plan to mobilize and 
match the resources against the needs. Leadership 
is always local and is prayed into existence. Tech­
nical advisors remain in an advisory capacity so 
that no leadership vacuum should occur when 
LAM evangelists move on to another nation.

Danrinic thic ,rtip|p arP available for 15<f a single copy, 10 copies for $1, 100 copies for $8. Address your order to: 
Reprints of this artl^ r^ s i o '  â g a z in e  Reprints, 919 W.’ Huntington Dr., Monrovia, Calif. 91016.



ends an 
era

by Alan R . Tippett

. here were reverberations in diplomatic and politi­
cal circles, but the Christian world was particularly 
shocked by the tragic news. Thomas Baker and a band 
of Fiji Island Christians bent on evangelizing the inter­
ior had been cruelly massacred and eaten by cannibals.

Baker's colleagues had chosen him for the difficult 
mission to the interior because of his outstanding 
evangelistic ability and fervor. The small islands of the 
Fiji group had been won for Christ, but in the two 
large islands Christianity was confined to the coastal 
belts. The home church had used the wonderful story 
of the conversion of coastal Fiji for missionary promo­
tion and had fallen into the danger of presenting an 
incomplete picture. Supporters said, "Fiji has been 
won," and relaxed effort. Field missionaries called for 
help to follow up the strategic advantages they held.

"Converted?" wrote Jesse Carey. "When? Where? 
About one third perhaps . . . . "  In another letter he 
added, "The alarming fact before us is that nearly every
Dr. Tippett, an anthropologist with a Ph.D. from the University 
o f Oregon, served, as a missionary in Fiji for 20 years and knows 
the places and descendents o f the people featured in the story. 
He has done a study on the church in the Solomon Islands soon 
to be published. Currently h e  is teaching at the Fuller Seminary 
School o f World Mission and Institute o f Church Growth.

Setaraki Seileki

inland tribe settled say within eight or ten miles of the 
coast is still heathen and cannibal."

The missionaries reconsidered their strategy and 
deployed their most effective penetrating evangelist, 
Thomas Baker.

Baker's new station was at Davuilevu, originally the 
land of the Big Shell people who were wiped out in the 
18th century by a plague brought by a foreign ship. 
Fresh from successful evangelism in Vanua Levu and 
Yasawa, he wrote from his new hilltop station, "My 
work is specially the heathen in the interior.. . .  I am 
living about 12 miles up the Rewa River. We occupy 
a border position, all below being Christian, while 
those above us are heathen, except two small towns 
that have been lotu (Christian) for some years. From 
our door we can see the first heathen town and hear 
them sing their heathen songs."

Baker’s last trip

Reference to Christian towns in a pagan region illus­
trates how Fiji was won by conversion of social units.

During 1866 and 1867 Baker made journeys inland, 
up the Rewa River and its tributaries. Fie saw Soloira, 
Siria, Navunidakua and Dawarau come to Christ. E x­
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Baker Memorial Hall built by Fiji Christians at Davuilevu.

tended families, lineages and villages were "fields ripe 
unto harvest." He attended family and village discus­
sions presenting the gospel. He knew Fijian custom 
and procedure and was careful not to offend. Then, 
with a party of Fijian Christians, he crossed into the 
next geographic and ethnic area where the field was 
green and far from harvest.

Conversion by social units

Baker and Setareki Seileki, a Fijian minister, shared 
the sermons and devotionals and engaged in dialog 
with groups that inquired about the gospel. Baker's 
letters speak in expectant terms: "People are turning 
from heathenism .. . .  I do not fear the (mountaineers) 
we hope to do them good. . . .  If Navosa should lotu
(turn Christian) "  His last letter to his wife told his
motives for the dangerous journey — he wanted to do 
them good, he saw no obstacles and he felt this was the 
day of opportunity.

But Navosa was virtually another land. Its waters 
ran southwest rather than southeast. Cultural factors 
which had opened the Rewa headwater areas to the 
Spirit of God did not yet apply in Navosa.

At Dawarau, the last frontier village beyond which

the gospel had never been preached, a sympathetic 
but pagan chief consulted his oracle and warned the 
party to go no further. The people here had discarded 
heathenism only one month before and were adher­
ents under instruction but not members of the church.

Baker and his party pressed on, but soon ran into 
opposition. At Ngeladelavatu the hospitality was 
grudging and formal. There was open hostility to the 
gospel. Preaching was forbidden and only because a 
few individuals were curious were they even permitted 
their own devotions. Seileki led Saturday night and 
Baker Sunday morning. The few pagans who witnessed 
this were concerned with Christianity as a possible 
supply of axes, arms and ammunition. Ironically, that 
very morning —July 21, 1867 —Baker was cut down 
with a western axe and some of his party were shot 
with foreign guns. Taken by surprise as they left the 
place where they had slept, all but two were murdered.

Death-drums communicated the news across the 
plateau. The bodies were carried to Yarawa accom­
panied by the strains of the cannibal death-chant and 
a rising chorus of yells followed by the lewdest of 
pagan dances.

The people of Yarawa refused to associate them-
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selves with the crime. An old woman, Masima, made 
an honorable offering of a flask of oil and a mat as a 
sign of respect to the murder victims. (In pagan Fiji 
society a dead body was always either honored or dis­
honored.) Though she was not yet a Christian, she 
made known by her act that she wanted to keep the 
way open to become one.

The murderers carried the bodies on to Nadrau and 
again were rejected.

Bodies disposed o f—apparent defeat

Retracing their steps, they came to Cuhue. Here they 
cooked the bodies, dissected them with bamboo knives 
and disposed of the parts in as many villages as they 
could thereby implicate.

Christians were puzzled by the apparent defeat. It 
looked as if the mission had been a complete failure. 
One hundred years later it is possible to view the event 
from a better perspective.

The scrupulous Wesleyan records of 1868 show a 
small drop of adherents that year —from 107,771 to 
105,782. But this was the only figure which dropped, 
and it may be accounted for by the general war situa­
tion in Fiji, the direct loss of 250 Christian lives be­
cause of this murder and the pagan massacre of two 
whole Christian towns in Vanua Levu. Furthermore, 
any unstable or "fringe" Christians were registered at 
the adherent level.

What happened in the core of the church? Nearly
2 0 ,0 0 0  persons were introduced to education that year 
in the newly converted communities. Over a thousand 
new converts came into membership preparation 
classes, and a thousand more into full membership. 
The number of class leaders increased by 70, and 100 
members assumed the responsibility of lay preaching. 
A qualitative growth was taking place within the 
church in spite of massacres and cannibal ovens.

Two critical years

The years 1868 and 1869 were critical in political 
and military affairs. The fact that Baker was British 
adversely affected the situation. The British consul 
continually pushed the Fijian Christian king to punish 
the mountaineers. This gave the pagan interior co­
hesion against Christianity. In spite of this, the 1869 
records show 25,995 pagans turning to Christ in one 
year. This remarkable movement revealed depth with­
in the church. Many were brought into catechumen 
classes and fully committed communicant members 
increased by 8614. Class leaders increased from 1986 
to 3048 and lay preachers from 614 to 1499, showing 
qualitative and organic growth and responsible par­
ticipation. On the level of stewardship, in mid-1868, 
529 congregations worshipped in their own church 
buildings and 353 in other structures. A year later the 
figures were 735 and 436, meaning that 206 congrega­
tions built chapels for worship that year and 289 new 
congregations began to meet. Clearly the massacre of 
the pioneer missionary party did not obstruct the 
growth of the church, either quantitatively from pa­

ganism or qualitatively within.
With no other men available, the discouraged mj 

sionaries had to close the Davuilevu station tempi 
rarily. The mountain area was worked from Rewi 
When reopened, Davuilevu was established as an edi 
cational center.

Even before the interior was fully won for Chris 
the Fijian church began to develop overseas missioj) 
ary perspective. Seven years after the Navosa tragedi 
a large party of Fijians volunteered to take the gospej 
to New Britian and New Ireland, despite pressuti 
against it from the British resident commissioner. ]

Before the first decade was half gone a Fijian min 
ister, Sailasa Naucukidi, took a party of young convert! 
into the interior and the Baker drama was repeat® 
Only one of the party escaped to tell the tale.

The two incidents were remarkably similar. The el 
fects were the same — the church grew mightily.

"The ashes of the martyrs drive away demons,! 
Chrysostom wrote in the fourth century.

Shortly after the murder of Baker and his party, th< 
murderers' town was reduced to ruins. A missionary 
who visited the place in 1885 saw its foundations al 
ready buried under secondary vegetation. Near the 
site of the murder he baptized five men, two of whom 
had taken part in the crime. In Cubue, where the 
bodies were cooked and eaten, the cannibal ovens were 
never used again.

Tooth of Death

Subsequently the real instigator of the crime was 
discovered to be the pagan Naitasiri chief who lived 
almost in sight of Baker's station. He had sent a tooth 
of death into the mountains seeking Baker's death. This 
whale's tooth had been rejected by chief after chief 
until it reached Ngeladelavatu.

The unhappy instigator found neither personal sat­
isfaction nor peace nor prosperity for his people. "Evil 
times fell on the land," confessed the chief's son, now 
the chief himself, when he visited the annual synod 
the church held at Rewa 35 years later. He came with 
another whale's tooth, a huge white tooth of atone? 
ment. With full ceremony he presented it to the church 
and confessed publicly his father's involvement. He 
admitted that everything had gone wrong with the 
fortunes of his lineage and community and he wanted 
to set the matter as right as he could set it.

A strong indigenous church in Fiji is commemorat­
ing 1967 as the 100th anniversary of the martyrdom of 
Thomas Baker and his associates. The once-pagan so­
ciety has become Christian. Virtually all of the islands'
190,000 Fijians regard themselves as Christians today.

Baker Memorial Hall stands on the hilltop, a solid 
building locally designed and built entirely by Fijian 
voluntary labor without cost to the mission or the 
church. Men called to be ministers and catechists per­
formed this labor of love that the gospel for which 
Baker and his party died might be better studied and 
understood and more effectively communicated. From 
that building emerged a mighty army of the cross. ||| 1
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MIDDLE EAST SITUATION REPORT

; *  v  hen  I drove in to  the city of Beirut 
on Septem ber 4, 1966, I knew  little  
about th e  M iddle East. T h is  was one 
reason I had chosen Beirut for my sab­
batical year. B ut I did n o t know  how 
green and naive I really was.

T h e  events of late M ay 1967, con­
vinced m e that w ar was inevitable. So 
on M ay 26 m y w ife and I sailed out of 
Beirut on an Italian  lin er to Turkey. 
W ar cam e, and all that I had learned of 
the M iddle East was dram atically veri­
fied.

In  8H m onths I had traveled in  Leb­
anon, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt. For w hat they are 
worth, here are some of the insights I 
gained regarding M iddle East politics, 
the w ar and the problem s involved in 
settling the differences.

The Christian situation

W estern Christians m ust first realize 
the weakness of the C hristian church 
in the M iddle East. It has not always 
been so. T h e  great Germ an church h is­
torian, von H am ack, estim ated that 90 
percent of Asia M inor was converted 
to C hristianity by the year A.D. 100 as 
the direct result of the m issionary ac­
tivity started by Paul. A lexandria was 
the center of a thriving Christian com -

by Bernard Ramm
m unity that produced such great men 
as C lem ent, Origen and Athanasius. 
In  N orth A frica was another great 
Christian church w hich boasted of 
such theologians as Tertullian , Cy­
prian and the incom parable Augustine.

Today it  is virtually a M uslim  m on­
opoly from  Turkey around the south­
ern border of the M editerranean to the 
A tlan tic  Ocean. There are Christians 
in  all of these countries—the Greek O r­
thodox Church in Turkey, the M aron- 
ite  Church in  Lebanon, Baptist congre­
gations in  Jordan and Coptic Christians 
in  Egypt. But the church as a w hole is 
weak. Evangelism and missions are un­
believably difficult.

W hy this did happen? T h e D e­
clin e o f  the Church in  Asia, the classic 
study of this subject, lists a dozen rea­
sons. N o one of them  is the chief 
cause, but high on the list are two rea­
sons. First, Christians did n o t really 
love their M uslim  neighbors. Second, 
w henever a bishopric was open there 
was unbelievable party strife for the 
successor.

T h e  decline and weakness of the 
Christian church in  the M iddle East is 
a m ajor factor in  the present crisis. 
Jesus said that the Christian was both 
light and salt to the lost world around 
him . T h e  present Christian church in 
the M iddle East is so weak that it  offers 
n o  light or salt to the surrounding pop­
ulations. T here is, therefore, n o Chris­
tian in flu ence to m odu late or m oder­
ate th e  policies o f  M iddle East govern­
m ents.

Even Russia cannot free herself from 
centuries of Christian influence. Her 
great concern for social and econom ic 
ju stice is borrowed capital from the 
influence of Christianity in  the West. 
But M iddle East governments have no 
such heritage. N othing of a Christian 
sense of justice, love, integrity or honor 
impresses the rulers and ruling bodies 
of these nations.

I t  is true that the countries of the

Dr. Ramm has been  a professor at Califor­
nia Baptist T heological Seminary since 
1959. Previously h e  was head  o f  graduate 
studies in religion at Baylor University. 
He is consulting editor for  Eternity, Chris­
tianity Today and  W atchm an Examiner 
and has written 10 books.

M iddle East need m uch help financi­
ally, technically and educationally. But 
they need most of all the light and salt 
of the Christian gospel. And their pres­
ent lack of these accounts for m uch of 
the character of their policies.

Russian and Arab involvement
W estern Christians m ust realize the 

basis of the Russian identification w ith 
the causes of the Middle East nations. 
First, look at the land mass involved. 
Arab affiliated nations stretch from 
Syria to Egypt and across north Africa 
to the A tlantic O cean and down deep 
into the Sudan in  Africa. Second, look 
at the population. T he immediate Arab 
population around Israel is 50 m illion. 
T h e  total sweep of A rab-influenced 
population is 100 m illion. Third, look 
at the oil. Arab countries have 60 per­
cent of the crude oil resources of the 
world. T he other 40  percent is frag­
m ented into little  percentages among 
a dozen nations.

Now look realistically at Israel. Her 
land mass is a frightfully sm all slice 
out of a huge area. Her population is 
2zA  m illion. It is n o t a popular thing to 
say, but the truth is that Israel is fight­
ing stagnation. Already the numbers 
leaving Israel are almost as great as the 
numbers arriving. T he two great sources 
of Jewish m igration to Israel are Rus­
sia and America. Jewish emigration 
from  Russia is politically unrealistic. 
Jews com fortably settled in Am erica are 
n o t of a mind to change from green 
suburban A m erica to the spartan life 
in  a kibbutz. Talented young Jews are 
leaving because they realize that the 
possibilities in  Israel are limited. The 
land mass of Israel offers no spoils in 
terms of oil, arable land or mineral 
deposits.

It is obvious why Russia sides w ith 
the Arabs. Tim e, population, oil, land 
mass and resources are simply on the 
side of the Arab.

Sacred geography

T his is the red-hot issue in  the M id­
dle East. The Christian church has had 
her version of sacred geography. The 
Crusades are one example of this. The 
great summer migration of Christians 
to the "h o ly " land is another example. 
T he prem illennial hope of a restored
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Israel is still a further example of Chris­
tian sacred geography. Every Friday 
the Christians follow the stations of 
the cross in Old Jerusalem w hich, I 
suppose, has a little  more spiritual 
" ju ice "  to it than a ritual in a cathedral.

The M uslim s have their sacred geog­
raphy too. A good M uslim  takes his 
pilgrimage (hadj) to M ecca and there 
walks seven times around a structure 
w hich was supposedly founded by 
Abraham and Ishmael. W hat most 
Christians do not know is that Jerusa­
lem  is the second most holy place for 
Muslims. Abraham was supposed to 
have prepared to sacrifice Ishm ael at 
the place of the D om e of the Rock and 
M ohammed is supposed to have made 
a night trip to heaven and back from 
the place of the Dome of the Rock. 
Thus M uslim  pilgrims go from  M ecca 
to Jerusalem. You can imagine how 
violently the M uslim s feel about Jews 
now possessing the D om e of the Rock.

Israel also has her sacred geography. 
O nly a segment of the Jews believe in 
the identification of Jewish religion 
w ith the occupation of Palestine. T his 
identification is known as Zionism . 
The Arabs consider the present occu­

pation of Palestine by Israel as Z ion­
ism and therefore hate it w ith an in ­
tense, unqualified, at times irrational, 
hatred.

Understanding the problems
T he W estern Christian cannot u n­

derstand w hat the Arab thinks, w hat 
he says and w hat he does until he 
understands how com pletely, totally 
and profoundly the Arab hates Z ion­
ism. T he Arab is w illing to suffer all 
kinds of econom ic loss if  by so doing 
he strikes at Zionism . He is also w ill­
ing to strike at Zionism  even though 
the effort is com pletely empty of any 
force or power. T he Arab is dedicated 
not to rest until Z ionism  is ended, no 
m atter how m any reverses it m ay en­
tail or decades it  may take. If the Arab 
believes that in  any way A m erica or 
A m ericans support Z ionism  he w ill ex­
tend his hatred to them  and becom e 
violently anti-A m erican even though 
in the past A m erica m ight have done 
his country some enorm ous favor.

Israel's future

T h e question asked m e, always in  a 
guarded way, w hile I was in  the M id­

dle East was this: D oesn 't the Bil 
give the land to the Jews? O ne can s 
on biblical grounds that this was h: 
torically true. But the real question, 
about some future  claim  or right to M 
land. T h at there is some great futu 
for the Jew ish people is clear from Ri 
m ans 11. W hat is not clear is w hat pa 
tern this future w ill take.

I can only express m y own way ! 
handling this question. (1) No Chrl 
tian  is wise enough or learned enoutf 
to say that this hour or these  eveni 
are the prophetic hour and events. Wf 
m ust em phatically say that the thru 
and seasons are in  God's hands, n? 
ours (Acts 1:7). (2) I f  there are suq 
promises yet awaiting fulfillm ent, thg 
w ill be fulfilled in  God's way and | 
God's time. I myself m ay n o t use suq 
promises to form  present politid 
theory. (3) T he world of John 3 :16  muj 
always be so interpreted and so impli 
m ented as to include the Arab. I ain 
persuaded that the real hope of thi 
M iddle East is an unexpected and un 
precedented evangelistic and mission 
ary thrust of the C hristian church tha 
w ill provide the Christian leaven si 
needed in  the M iddle East.

Death comes to ‘the kindest man I knew’
They buried Solom on J. M attar in 

the garden outside the empty tomb of 
Christ. I t  seemed the place to bury the 
m an w ho for 15 years had been keeper 
of the garden tom b. He and his w ife 
had shared their testim ony of the res­
urrected C hrist w ith hundreds of thou­
sands of tourists and pilgrims who 
cam e to see the place w here m ost Prot­
estants believe Christ was buried.

M attar seemed to sense death. He 
had told his w ife on June 5 that he ex­
pected to be w ith the Lord soon. "S o o n " 
turned out to be the n ext day. Israeli 
troops taking over the old section of 
Jerusalem  shot him.

M rs. M attar and their secretary, M iss 
Sigrid W . Proft, were hiding in  the 
tom b w hich is a natural bomb shelter. 
Soldiers strafed the tomb opening but 
the two were not hurt. M iss Proft re­
ported later that the only explanation 
they could give the soldiers' action was 
that " th e  soldiers m ust have thought 
the house and garden were fu ll of hid­
den Jordanian soldiers."

M attar was shot w hen he w ent ou 
of the tom b to get food for the women

So Solom on M attar died at 74, a cas 
ualty in  the brief but bloody war be 
tw een the Israelis and Arabs.

M attar was bom  in  Cana of Galilee 
of Rom an C atholic parents. By nation­
ality  he was an Arab. He w ent to Eng­
land to study and in  a sm all Brethren 
church accepted C hrist as his Savior. 
A fter some tim e in  A m erica and Eng­
land he returned to w hat was British- 
ruled Palestine.

H e m et his wife, Lydia, w hile she 
was a student at the Christian and M is­
sionary A lliance B ible institute in Pal­
estine. She was an Arab b o m  in  Naza- 
rath. M ost im portant, she shared M at- 
tar's faith.

A fter they were married they settled 
in  H aifa w here M attar worked for a 
British bank. It was here in  H aifa that 
seven of their eight children were bom.

W hen Israel was granted statehood, 
war broke out instantly. W hen bombs 
began falling on H aifa, M attar took his

Solom on ]. M attar keep er  o f  the garden 
tom b until June 6.
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family and evacuated to the M ount of 
Olives. They found refuge in  a convent.

Everything was le ft behind. M attar 
had only 15 cents to feed his w ife and 
seven children. L ilian, then  the young­
est child now  21, recalls w hat happened.

"He called us all together and prayed. 
He told God we were his children and 
need His he lp ."

W hen they finished praying he told 
one of the boys to get two baskets. They 
were going shopping. T he boy protested 
that they would not need two baskets. 
They could n o t fill even one. But father 
insisted.

Lilian rem em bers w aiting at the 
window to see if  father would return 
with the baskets full. F inally the two

came up the road -both  baskets full.
A  m an who knew M attar from the 

bank had m et him  in the m arket place 
and guessing the fam ily's plight had 
slipped m oney into M attar's pocket.

T he situation in  the Middle East set­
tled into an uneasy peace. M attar, un­
able to return to H aifa, w ent to work 
for a branch of the bank located on the 
Arab side. T heir last child, Florence, 
now  19, was bom  on the M ount of 
Olives.

Both Solom on and Lydia M attar felt 
the Lord would have them  be mission­
aries, but no board they contacted 
would send them  w ith their fam ily of 
eight. T hey  heard that the keepers of 
th e  G ard en  T o m b  (d iscovered  by

Charles Gordon) were returning to 
England. The M attars inquired about 
the position and becam e the keepers.

T hat was 15 years ago. Today people 
all over the world remember the tour 
of the garden and the hospitality of the 
M attars.

L ilian and Florence, w hen asked if  
they could give one word that personi­
fied their father, gave the same answer: 
"Kindness. Always I remember his 
great kindness." They are not alone in 
that opinion. His senseless death, on 
June 6 , is a great loss to m any more 
than just his family.

M iss Proft, his secretary, said, "M ay­
be he was the only m an in  the city who 
was ready to die."

Jerusalem-choice prize ol the short war
A young Jew ish-C hristian evangelist 

returning to his hom e in  Jerusalem  
M onday m orning, June 5, reports, " I  
saw some Israeli airplanes flying to­
ward the south and at this same tim e 
I heard the Cairo radio station saying, 
'T he tim e has com e to k ill all the Jews 
in Israel, for the day in  history has 
com e to an end for the Jew ish people 
in  Palestine.' You can im agine the ter­
rible feeling this gave m e ."  T h e  evan­
gelist, the Rev. Shlom o H izak, reached 
his fam ily and took them  to safety.

Soon the Israeli flag was flying over 
all o f Jerusalem .

T h e heaviest bom bing was on M on­
day night. People crowded into base­
m ents, even doorways, for shelter. At 
the Institute of Holy Land Studies in 
Jerusalem the faculty and students 
were joined by 60 of their Israeli neigh­
bors in  the basem ent of the building.

A fter the heavy bom bing, students 
at the Institute w ent into the streets to 
survey the damage. D espite the heavy 
barrage, little  damage was done to the 
buildings. M ost are made of stone and 
granite from  the h ills they are built 
upon. Glass from windows covered the 
streets and som e buildings were pock­
marked from  bullets and shrapnel.

Dam age to m ost shrines was not ex­
tensive, according to religious repre­
sentatives who inspected buildings.

Augusta V ictoria H ospital operated 
by the Lutheran W orld Federation on 
the M oun t of O lives sustained damage 
estim ated at $250,000 to $400,000.

T h e Old City  now part o f  Israel view ed  
from  w hat was th e Jordanian side.

“ It is doubtful if the internationali­
zation of Jerusalem could accomplish 
what Israel has already demonstrated 
to the world: the reality of free access 
to Jerusalem and to the Holy Places by 
members of all religious communities. 
Internationalization would only intro­
duce further tension and frustration 
into what is at last the “ City of Peace,”  
states a spokesman for the Institute of 
Holy Land Studies at Jerusalem.

T h e Israeli governm ent has promised 
free access and protection to all reli­
gious bodies who have buildings in  the 
Old City.

T h e  Israelis are securing funds to 
rebuild the synagogues in the Old City 
w hich were either destroyed or con­
verted to secular use during the Arab 
occupation.

Though the cease-fire has brought 
an end to the bom bing and m achine- 
gun fire in  the city of Jerusalem, the

tension of the conflict remains. Bor­
ders have changed. Passions, it  seems, 
have not.

T his situation leaves Christian mis­
sions—never popular in  either Israeli or 
Arab culture—w ith a delicate problem.

The Southern Baptists, who have one 
of the largest works in the Middle East, 
are among those boards w hich have 
work on both sides of the cease-fire 
line. Recently 24 Southern Baptist mis­
sionaries from Jordan and Lebanon m et 
in Beirut. They decided to change the 
nam e of the organization from the 
Baptist General M ission of Gaza, Jor­
dan and Lebanon to the Arab Baptist 
General M ission. T he m ajor issue in­
volved relationships w ith the Arab 
people and how to train the Arab 
Christians to take over the institutions 
and m ission work should future crises 
necessitate the missionaries leaving the 
M iddle East.

M ennonite Central Com m ittee rep­
resentatives who stayed at their posts 
in  Jordan during the conflict have de­
cided to continue their work w ith the 
Arabs who are now in Israeli territory. 
They report that the Israeli authorities 
are recognizing the contract M C C  had 
w ith the governm ent of Jordan until 
more definitive political boundaries 
are established.

M eanw hile the Arabs threaten more 
conflict, the refugee problem gets big­
ger and more unwieldy, and Jews wor­
ship freely at the W ailing W all for the 
first tim e in  2000 years.
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FOOM FICTION
by Donald H. Gill

A m o  Enns has returned to his work 
in Argentina m uch m ore hardheaded 
than w hen he left there a year ago. A l­
though his hardheadedness m ay not 
seem to be a particularly spiritual qual­
ity, it m ay pay off in  spiritual dividends.

Enns is a tall, alert Conservative Bap­
tist w ho has spent the past year in 
studies at Fuller Sem inary's School of 
W orld M ission and Institute of Church 
Growth in  Pasadena, California. He has 
been soaking up the down-to-the-facts 
a p p roach  w h ich  c h a ra c te r iz e s  th e  
school and especially its dean, Dr. D on­
ald M cG avran.

As a result, Enns' view point on 
Christian outreach in  Argentina has 
changed considerably. Some w ill charge 
h im  w ith  being coldly statistical. But 
to Enns it  is sim ply a m atter of finding 
out w hat is really happening and then 
acting accordingly. His approach is 
typical of the new  breed of m issionary 
being trained at the School of W orld 
M ission.

T h e  key phrase w hich describes both 
the school's emphasis and M cG avran's 
philosophy is "ch urch  grow th." The 
idea involves planting, nurturing and 
m ultiplying Christian congregations in 
various cultural situations overseas. Be­
yond that it  implies careful study of 
groups of people and how they respond 
to the gospel. Several disciplines, usu­
ally regarded as secular, such as an­
thropology, sociology, psychology and 
even econom ics, are brought to bear on 
the global task of Christian outreach.

D onald M cG avran, now  dean of the 
school, was a fairly traditional m is­
sionary educator in  India for m any

years. However, his insatiable curiosii 
had led h im  to probe patterns of ri 
sponse to the gospel among variow 
segments of the Indian population. H 
was disturbed by the church's unwili 
ingness to pursue opportunities of win 
ning whole groups of people to a conj 
m itm en t to  Jesus C h rist sim ply bj 
m odifying its approach.

The problem stirs action

M cG avran was so stirred by the pro( 
lem  that in 1954 he resigned his otha 
responsibilities in  order to get jflj 
churches thinking outside the usua 
ruts. "T h is  static philosophy and meth 
odology of missions reigns supreme,, 
he objected. " I t  is seldom questioner 
or, for that matter, exposed to view 
It is taken for granted. It is the uncon! 
scious ground of m ost missionar 
th ink in g ."

T he point of his objection was thi 
traditional "m ission  station approach 
in w hich m issions were tied so closel) 
to existing operations, often in  area! 
w hich resisted the gospel, that the) 
could not respond to opportunities ir 
areas w hich showed great responsive­
ness to the gospel.

"M issions need the truth as to whai 
m akes for sound and great church 
grow th," M cG avran declared. "All 
serious studies, w hether they confirm,



correct or extend these findings, are 
valuable additions to the science of 
missions."

His regard for m issions as a science 
was itself a novel idea in m any quar­
ters. Am ong m any m ission agencies 
the idea is still not accepted. But evi­
dence is building up that M cG avran is 
riding the wave of the future w hen it 
comes to missions outreach overseas.

Leaving India, M cG avran took up 
special studies at Yale w hich led him  
to the conclusion that three-fourths of 
the growth of the church overseas in 
nonoccidental lands was through group 
response to the gospel. In his writings 
and speaking engagements he urged 
mission leaders to identify the points 
of greatest response and to pour most 
of their energies into developing these 
opportunities.

By 1960 M cG avran had enough 
backing in  his own denom ination, the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
to set up th e Institute of Church 
Growth at N orthw est C hristian C ol­
lege in  Eugene, Oregon. In 1965 the 
Institute was incorporated into  the pro­
gram of Fuller Theological Sem inary in 
Pasadena and M cG avran becam e dean 
of the new  School of W orld M ission.

‘God wants church growth'

As the School of W orld M ission was 
launched, M cG avran and his col­
leagues listed ten  points outlin ing their 
philosophy. Boldly, bluntly, it began 
w ith the words: "G od w ants church 
grow th." Furtherm ore, it asserted that 
church growth is the test of the 
church's faithfulness.

T hey appealed for m ore research. 
Little was know n about how  and where 
the church was growing, w here it was 
standing still and w here it  was declin­
ing. In  M cG avran 's estim ation church 
leaders were poor stewards of the Lord's 
business w henever they were guilty of 
such ignorance. He warned m ission­
aries n o t to becom e victim s of their 
own stories of w hat God had done in ci­
dentally here and there. O verall results 
in any given area can and m ust be 
measured, he argued.

Soon the School of W orld M ission 
had attracted enough attention to bring 
in further help by way of faculty, stu­
dents and finances. Foundations were 
asked to support particular projects. 
M issions assigned key field personnel 
to spend a year at Fuller where they 
frequently wrote m ajor papers based 
on the statistics of church growth in 
their own overseas situations.

M eanw hile M cG avran was not over-
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looking other means of thumping for 
attention to church growth. His sev­
eral books, including T h e  Bridges o f  
G od, H ow  C hurches Grow  and Church  
G row th and Christian M ission, became 
working tools for m any m ission leaders 
and policy makers. His students have 
produced a stream of books on church 
growth, each focusing on some specific 
geographic area.

Presentation to mission world

Along w ith h is colleagues, M cG avran 
has led numerous seminars, throughout 
the country and overseas, for m ission­
ary personnel. W herever they have 
been, one can expect to find an array 
of charts, graphs and other visual aids 
sh o w in g  th e  a c tu a l and  p o te n tia l 
grow th  o f v a rio u s  d e n o m in a tio n a l 
groups in  particular situations.

M any m ission hoards are now be­
ginning to consider the church growth 
approach to m ission. Several have re­
quested specific recom m endations and 
a few have begun to translate prin­
ciples in to  practice. O ne mission work­
ing among the N avajo Indians has en­
listed Dr. A lan R. Tippett of the School 
of W orld M ission faculty to find out 
w hy after 50 or so years there has been 
little  or no response to the gospel. He is 
currently studying the situation and 
w ill attem pt to suggest a solution to 
the problem.

An A ustralian who worked in  Fiji 
for 20  years, T ippett applies the science 
of anthropology to the task of fulfilling 
the great com mission. According to 
Tippett, three m illion out of four m il­
lion  people in  the South Pacific are 
Christian, and m ost of the rem aining 
one m illion pagans are found in  New 
Guinea. T he Fijians are virtually all 
Christian. His study of response and 
nonresponse in  the Solom on Islands, 
com missioned by the W orld Council 
of Churches, is now com ing off the 
press.

Defenses go up

As m ight be expected, not all mission 
leaders and missionaries agree w ith 
M cG avran's approach. Those who have 
worked for years w ithout results tend 
to feel threatened by the emphasis on 
church growth. Defenses go up. They 
frequently respond that the Christian 
m ission is not to win m en to Christ 
but to preach the gospel and leave the 
results to God. M cG avran quickly 
douses this argument by pointing out 
that he has yet to find a m ission so­
ciety constitution that does not state 
its purpose is to w in m en to Christ.
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In other quarters, where mission has 
becom e a vast program of good works, 
M cG avran encounters raised eyebrows 
at the statem ent that the primary goal 
of the church is to win converts and 
m ultiply churches. Good deeds are 
necessary, he says, but doing good to 
the physical body is less important 
than doing good to the soul.

Even more opposition comes from 
those who say the task of the church is 
not to m ake Christian converts but to 
exert a Christian influence on society. 
T he School of W orld M ission insists 
that Christian m ission should be what 
it  is biblically described to be: propa­
gation of the gospel w ith the aim of 
w inning m en to faith in  Jesus Christ. 
T hen , too, there w ill be little  Chris­
tian influence unless first, at least a 
sizeable m inority becomes Christian.

An eye for future growth

Looking to the future, M cGavran 
hopes eventually to increase the per­
m anent faculty to six and to broaden 
the school's scope to take in  candidates 
for the m ission field (it now specializes 
in  career missionaries who have al­
ready spent at least one term on the 
field). Also envisioned is a broadening 
of the program to include missions 
prom otion in  the hom e church and 
study of the problems facing missions 
on the field. Addition of Dr. Ralph 
W inter to the faculty this fall is a step 
toward two of these goals. A Presby­
terian linguist w ith field experience in 
Guatemala, W inter specializes in  m eth­
ods of effective theological training for 
the local churches abroad.

The faculty is also augmented each 
year by two or more visiting professors 
who teach for one or two quarters. On 
tap this year are Dr. J. Edwin Orr and 
the Rev. Jack Shepherd, for many years 
head of Jaffrey School of M ission at 
Nyack, New York.

D ean M cG avran insists that Chris­
tians ought to bring to the task of evan­
gelism the same acumen and m eticu­
lous planning that is applied to all 
w orthw hile hum an undertakings. At 
the School of W orld M ission the facts 
of missionary methods and results are 
sifted from fiction and put to a critical 
exam ination in order to plan effectively 
the w inning of m en to Christ.

Through system atic planning, says 
M cGavran, "th e  days of blind procla­
m ation of the gospel, w hether any be­
lieve or not, can now give place to 
proclam ation of the gospel where men 
and com m unities are in fact brought to 
faith and obedience."

; for $8. Address your order to: 
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Speer and his paity had to ride sitting on sacks o f mail in a spiingless, uncovered post-wagon for 400 miles as they returned across Iran on a mi

Robert E . Speer: R ecruiter witi
by W illia m  M cE lw ee  M ille r

J-L h e  representative from  the Board 
of Foreign M issions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. strode onto the 
football field where the team  was at 
practice. He spotted Robert Speer and 
called h im  to the sidelines.

He urged young Speer, a second-year 
student in Princeton Seminary, to leave 
his studies and com e to New  Y ork as 
secretary of the board. Believing this 
was God's call, Speer le ft the sem inary 
and at 24 began his service w ith the 
board. He continued as board secretary 
until his retirem ent 46 years later.

Speer's influence on students and 
young people was enormous. W e knew  
him  chiefly as a speaker in conferences 
and college chapels. T h is tall, hand­
some m an w ith his deep voice, bril­
lian t mind and eloquent addresses 
moved us as no other preacher had 
ever done.

I saw him  for the first tim e at the 
N orthfield Student Conference in July 
1912. His text for the Sunday m orning 
service in the big auditorium was from

II C orinthians 4 :6 , " th e  ligh t of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in  the 
face of Jesus C h rist." I never read that 
verse now  w ithout recalling Dr. Speer's 
sermon. He stood before us w ith a glow 
on his noble face and w ith a voice "lik e  
the sound of m any w aters." T h e  gos­
pel is n o t ethics or religion, he told us, 
but Christ. He asked us to look at 
C hrist and in  H im  to see God. In  that 
hour Robert Speer becam e for m e the 
image of his M aster. He was the m ost 
C hristlike m an I ever met.

O f that same conference Dr. Samuel 
M . Shoem aker w rote: " I t  seemed to me 
that I had never seen our Lord so lifted 
up before. It is im possible to estim ate 
the extraordinary influence he had on

For 43 years M iller was a m issionary in 
Iran and personally  kn ew  Speer and his 
ministry. T h e  author has written a church  
history and books and articles on Islam  
and Baha'ism. Since retirem ent in 1963 h e  
and his w ife h av e resided in Philadelphia.

large numbers of people."
I n ext saw Dr. Speer at the 1913 

Quadrennial Convention of the Stu­
dent V olunteer M ovem ent in  Kansas 
City. Four thousand students from 755 
institutions and 1000 other delegates 
spent five days of the Christm as vaca­
tion considering the world's need of 
C hrist and Christ's sufficiency to meet 
that need. God's message was brought 
by John M ott, Samuel Zw em er and 
other powerful speakers, not the least 
of w hom  was Robert Speer.

A fter one of those m eetings I was 
returning by streetcar to m y lodging 
w hen I spied Dr. Speer in  the car a 
little  ahead of m e, hanging onto a 
strap. Screw ing up m y courage, I 
wormed m y way to his side and told 
him  I would like very m uch to have an 
interview  w ith h im  some time. He 
smiled and said there was no tim e bet­
ter than the present. I asked w hether 
it was true that there is m ore need for 
Christian workers in some other lands 
than in the U .S.A . His answer con-
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Speer w rote som e 50 books.

>rld Plan

vinced me. A  few  weeks later I signed 
the SV M  declaration card, " I t  is m y 
purpose, if  God perm it, to becom e a 
foreign m issionary."

R obert E lliott Speer was b o m  in 
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania on Septem ­
ber 12, 1867. Like h is contem poraries, 
Sam uel M . Zw em er and John R. M ott, 
he becam e a preem inent m issionary 
apostle of his generation.

‘God had other plans'

W hen Speer entered Princeton U n i­
versity as a freshm an in  1885 his am ­
bition was to becom e a law yer like his 
father and one day to be a Supreme 
Court judge. But God had other plans. 
D uring his sophomore year two young 
Princeton alum ni, Robert W ilder and 
John Forman, cam e to the U niversity 
campus to challenge students to vol­
unteer for foreign m issionary service. 
W ilder had been the m an especially 
used of God in the rem arkable m is­
sionary upsurge w hich took place in

M oody's Bible conference at M t. Her- 
m on, M assachusetts, in  July 1886. One 
hundred students offered themselves 
for Christ's work in  other lands. Fol­
lowing this conference, W ilder and 
Forman spent eight m onths visiting 
162 Am erican colleges, w ith the result 
that 2000 students volunteered. O ut of 
this the Student Volunteer M ovem ent 
for Foreign M issions was born. Its 
watchword was "T h e  Evangelization 
of the W orld in this G eneration ." One 
of those who resolved to accept the 
challenge and becom e a missionary 
was Robert Speer.

1000 students join the movement

W hile  a student in Princeton, Speer 
was not only a strong Christian leader 
but an outstanding athlete and a bril­
lian t scholar. He was valedictorian of 
h is class. A fter graduation he served 
for a year as secretary of the Student 
Volunteer M ovem ent. It is estimated 
that during this year 1000 more stu­
dents joined the M ovem ent.

Robert E. Speer married Emma D oll 
Bailey in  1893. Eventually two sons 
and two daughters were hom  to them. 
C hrist dwelled in their hom e. Count­
less missionaries and friends were 
blessed there.

A nother delegate to the 1913 con­
vention, Dr. John M ackay, w ent as a 
missionary to South Am erica and later 
becam e president of Princeton T heo­
logical Seminary. He once said of Dr. 
Speer: "H is ardent zeal for missions, 
com m unicated to youth w ith subju­
gating eloquence, enlisted more m en 
and w om en for Christ's service than 
any voice in  the last hundred years."

W e students w ho were so deeply 
moved by Dr. Speer's addresses did not 
realize that the task w hich occupied the 
greater part of his tim e and thought was 
the adm inistration of the foreign m is­
sion work of the Presbyterian Church. 
U nder his leadership the num ber of 
missionaries serving under the board 
increased from 155 in 1891 to 1606 in 
1927. In the same period the gifts to 
the board from living donors increased 
from  one quarter m illion to four m il­
lion dollars a year. T he Presbyterian 
Board becam e the strongest Protestant 
missionary agency in the world. It was 
generally recognized that God's chief 
instrum ent in its development was Dr. 
Speer.

Robert Speer also served from 1920 
to 1924 as president of the Federal 
Council of Churches in N orth Amer­
ica. He was also president of the For­
eign M issions Conference of North

America. In 1927 he was elected by 
acclam ation as moderator of the Gen­
eral Assembly of his church. He was 
for ten years president of the Board 
of Trustees of Princeton Seminary. 
Though never ordained as a m inister, 
he was given the D octor of D ivinity 
degree by the U niversity of Edinburgh.

His spare mom ents on trains, in  sta­
tions or in hotels were spent reading 
the latest and best books and in  writ­
ing letters, books and articles. H e wrote 
some fifty volumes.

Dr. Speer made frequent journeys by 
train to m any parts of the United 
States, and from tim e to tim e traveled 
to distant lands to visit the m ission­
aries and the native Christians w ith 
whom  they labored. In the winter of 
1922 he came to Iran. Seven of us were 
carrying on evangelistic and medical 
work in  Meshed, a fanatical M uslim 
city 560 m iles east of Teheran, near 
the border of Afghanistan. Since few 
visitors ever came to Meshed, we were 
thrilled w hen word reached us that 
Dr. Speer and his three companions 
were to visit us.

They made the journey in  a heavy 
carriage drawn by four horses. Teams 
were changed every 15 or 20 m iles, so 
that the travelers could keep moving 
day and night. Wrapped in  sheepskin 
coats, the four m en sat facing one 
another w ith knees locked. Stopping to 
sleep only two nights, they reached 
Meshed after eight days and six nights 
of bumping along a road made for don­
keys and camels rather than for wagons.

End of a long trek

But as Dr. Speer stepped out of the 
carriage, greeting us w ith his great lov­
ing smile, he seemed actually to have 
enjoyed the journey! W e gathered in 
one of the homes and he spoke to us. 
He said he had found it difficult on the 
road to keep his mind on any one 
them e, so he had just tried to "rem em ­
ber Jesus C hrist" (IITim . 2:8). T hen he 
shared w ith us the wonderful thoughts 
about our Lord that had come to him  
along the way.

Christ was everything to Robert 
Speer, and he made Christ a living 
reality to others.

He stayed for five days, giving him ­
self w holly to us, sharing our joys and 
sorrows and problems and m eeting our 
friends. Several M uslim s had recently 
been baptized, the firstfruit of work 
in Meshed. He was eager to talk with 
them  and learn what had led them to

C on tin u ed  on  p ag e 29
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HUNGIRUN 
CflRISTUNS 

WELCOME 
WESTERN 
CHURCHMEN

by Jan J. van Capelieveen

BUDAPEST—The two m illion mem ber 
Hungarian Reformed Church added ex­
tra luster to its fourth centennial by in ­
viting 75 foreign guests, n ine of whom 
got honorary degrees. W orld Council 
leader Eugene Carson Blake could not 
attend, but enough ecclesiastical VIP's 
gathered to turn the centennial into  a 
presbyterian ecum enical happening.

T he church literally had rolled out 
the red carpet in its synodical office 
in  Budapest. Som e guests w ondered 
w hether this act had some extra sym­
b o lica l s ig n ifican ce . B ut th e  chu rch  
leaders and the local congregations of- 
fered the foreign guests so m uch friend­
ship and food (from sm all budgets) that 
it was evident that this hospitality was 
more than a political move.

O n paper the church m em bership fig­
ures of Hungary are still staggering. The 
Rom an Catholic Church claim s about 
six  m illio n  m em bers, th e  Reform ed 
Church two m illion and the Lutheran

Church 500,000. A ll other churches are 
very small. Betw een 10 and 15 percent 
o f the people claim  no alliance w hat­
ever to a church, w hich is less than in 
th e  N eth erlan d s fo r in sta n ce  w here 
some 20 percent of the population have 
asked the churches to cross out their 
names.

Though the situation differs in  other 
parts of the country, churches in  the 
heart of Budapest are usually full. W hile 
we were in  D ebrecen one local congre­
gation in  Budapest organized a w eek of 
evangelistic m eetings w hich were over­
crowded night after night. Church lead­
ers confessed that some congregations 
flounder but m any of them  flourish, and 
a significant num ber of young people

Capelieveen is editor o f religion for  De 
Rotterdammer a newspaper in the Nether­
lands. He is also special correspondent for 
overseas Christian publications. Before be­
coming a full-time journalist h e  was a 
Youth for Christ evangelist.

go to church.
T h ou gh  th ey  d o n 't la ck  problems,! 

Christians in  Hungary are far m ore free) 
than the Protestants in  Spain. They arei 
free to organize religious services in 
churches, hom es and public halls, to 
give some measure of religious educa­
tion to their children and to hold their 
synod ica l and presbytery  m eetings 
w henever and wherever they want. On 
the other hand, H ungarian pastors con­
fessed to m e that the sm all free churches 
have fa r m ore trou b le  th an  the R e­
formed or the Lutheran groups which 
can be called "established churches."

B efore 1948 the R o m an  C ath olic  
C h u rch  and th e n a tio n a l Reform ed 
Church owned thousands of acres of 
land, scores of schools and a university 
in  D ebrecen. T h e  state took possession 
of everything, but offered to subsidize 
the church for 20  years. Each year it 
was to receive 25 percent less than the 
year before.

D uring this period the church had to 
teach its mem bers stewardship. Though 
giving increased enorm ously, the eco­
n om ic situation made it d ifficult to be­
com e self-supporting. Now a new  agree­
m ent has been concluded w ith  the state, 
to extend the period of the subsidy and 
w ith the am ount to decrease only ten 
percent annually.

A t the m om ent, the state pays 700 
forints toward the m onthly salaries of 
the 1500 Reform ed pastors. T h e  church 
adds the rest. Y et their incom e is rather 
small. Village pastors receive about 1500 
forints ($100), city  pastors sometimes 
3000 ($200).

W estern Christians have criticized 
the w illin g n ess of H un garian  chu rch  
leaders to bow to the state. Y et it  must

Churches still shape the skyline o f Budapest.

Four bishops m arched ahead o f the procession from college to the church o f Debrecen.
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be understood that this church has been 
under oppression during m ost o f its 400- 
year history. I t  was alm ost wiped out by 
the C ounter-R eform ation . I t  survived 
under the Turks. A  century ago local 
con gregations w ere p ro h ib ited  from  
m aking any decision w ithout the ap­
proval of the state. T h en  the church 
was governed by the Hapsburg regime 
of Austria. Thus, in  H ungarian eyes the 
Com m unist state offered a freedom al­
m ost unknow n in  history.

A long w ith  their fellow  Christians 
from the W est m any H ungarian pastors 
realize that it  is extrem ely unhealthy 
for a church w hen the state holds the 
pursestrings. D uring one of the jubilee 
sessions bishop Lajos Bakos laid strong 
stress on the recent discovery of the 
"S e rv a n t C h u rc h ."  G u ests w ondered, 
however, w hether this church hasn 't lost 
the opportunity to also be a church that 
prophesies. It is but one short step from 
a servant church to a servile church, 
w hen she does n o t dare to raise a w arn­
ing finger to the state if  need be.

Budapest is m ore colorful by night 
than m ost of the Com m unist capitals 
in  Eastern Europe. B ut the city  is far 
less gay than before the war, w hen it 
was nicknam ed the "G ay  Paris of the 
East."

W hen the D u tch  pastor's w ife ob­
served that people looked rather gloomy, 
a H ungarian pastor denied that this was 
the result of the Red regime. He could 
be right. The hom egoing crowd of m any 
an A m erican or W est European city dur­
ing rush hour does not look very happy 
to the foreign visitor.

W hen we walked the streets of Buda­
pest one night in  the wake of a police 
officer, we noticed that a drunk hang-

*n§ against a building suddenly crossed 
the street. Three boys sitting on a bench 
got up and moved away. It was too con­
spicuous to be accidental.

Since the Rebellion of 1956 certain 
subtle changes, however, have marked 
Hungarian Communism. A fter Russian 
tanks crushed the fight for liberty, 
party boss Janos Kadar realized that he 
could not whip his country into sub­
jection , and turned to old natiohalistic 
feelings to win his people to him.

Accordingly, old m onum ents are be­
ing rebuilt. Towers of castles destroyed 
some 200 years ago rise again in their 
old splendor. Everywhere statues remind 
the Hungarians of their form er reli­
gious leaders. A new bridge across the 
D anube was not called after a revolu­
tionary leader. It was nam ed after the 
first king to embrace Christianity.

Like Russia, the regime has allowed 
m ore econom ic freedom. Industries are 
free to decide for them selves w hat they 
Want to m anufacture and how  much. 
T h is way Kadar hopes to strengthen the 
failing econom y of his country. How­
ever, during the last six m onths food 
prices w ere raised some 33 percent.

In  the city, where the average fam ily 
lives in a two-room flat, people are able 
to dress well. In  the country, where be­
fore the w ar farmers would use their 
m oney to buy some cattle or a piece of 
land, they now  spend it  all on their 
houses. As in  Russia, farms have been 
collectivized.

T h e  synod ical ju b ile e  session was 
overcrowded w ith thousands of m em ­
bers from all over the country. T heir 
old G enevan Psalms rang through the 
building w ith a vitality seldom equaled 
am ong congregations in the W est.

O n Sunday the foreign guests were 
invited to preach to Hungarian congre­
gations. T hey found the local churches 
filled to capacity. T he Hungarian be­
lievers showered their gratefulness upon 
the preachers by numerous gifts. The 
Scottish preacher, Bernard Citron, was 
presented w ith a bottle of expensive 
Hungarian w ine. At several organized 
dinners the guests were tom  between 
overeating and hurting their hosts.

I t  was evident that the Hungarian 
Christians appreciated the contact with 
believers from the W est. Some of the 
C h ristian s  are very concerned  about 
their own leadership. They would like 
more vigorous opposition to the Com ­
m unistic state—more of the spirit of a 
century ago, w hen the church leaders 
clearly opposed the Hapsburg regime. 
But all of them urged us to continue the 
contacts.

i f  y o u  . . .
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N IG E R IA : 
War disrupts church &  missions

“There has been some curtailing of our travel and activities 
in the country because of the political conditions but our ex­
perience in visiting the many branches can be summed up in 
the words of Paul, ‘The word of God is not bound,' ” stated 
John Dean, acting general secretary for the Fellowship of 
Christian Students of Nigeria, at a recent committee meeting.

The FCS is going ahead with plans to celebrate its tenth 
anniversary in December at Ahmadu Bello University, located 
in Zaria in the Northern Region. The celebration is to coincide 
with the December Christian Leadership Course, a youth 
camp for post primary students. Four hundred to 500 stu-

Venture /or Victory team , just returned from  the Orient, p layed  basketball and shared  
their testim ony in  seven countries. T eam  m em bers are (bottom , le ft  to right) Loren 
Gresham , Larry Harter, Jim Poteet and Ernie H ix; (top, le ft  to right) Chris A ppel, Dan 
W ier, T om  D ose, G eorge Terzian and Joe Partain, show n w ith Doug M cIntosh. T ine Har­
dem an, m anager, a m issionary, jo in ed  th e team  in th e Philippines.

AFRICA
C O N G O  

M issionaries murdered

British missionary, David A. Clax- 
ton, (28) who had worked in  Congo for 
the last three years was murdered on 
June 27 by unknow n Congolese.

Claxton's house was attacked around 
three o 'clock in  the m orning, accord­
ing to reports. Rebels overcam e a night 
guard and tried to enter the house. 
W hen Claxton w ent to the telephone 
to call the police the attackers shot h im  
through a window. T hey im m ediately 
fled. M rs. Claxton took her husband to 
the nearest doctor, but ClaxtoYi died on 
the way. The Claxtons have three ch il­
dren.

2 0  C laxton w ent to Congo in  1964 un­
der the British Baptist M issionary So­
ciety. He was scheduled to go back to 
England for his first furlough this year.

He is the second m issionary to be 
killed in  Congo this year. T he first of 
June rebels killed the veteran British 
missionary, W inifred Davies. M iss D a­
vies, nicknam ed “M other Jo y " by the 
Congolese, had been held by Simba 
rebels for alm ost three years before 
they killed her.

S O U T H  A F R IC A  &  R H O D E S IA —  

A p arthe id policy condem ned

A Lutheran pastoral conference in 
N atal recently rejected as unscriptural 
South A frica's apartheid or racial seg­
regation policy.

T h e  conference was attended by 70 
pastors from  the m em ber bodies of the 
Federation of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches in  Southern Africa.

T he annual Rhodesia M ethodist C on­
ference m eeting -in M utam bara voted 
unanim ously for a resolution criticiz­
ing the apartheid policy of the national 
government.

FAR EAST
B a ske tb a ll tea m  w ith  a m essage

T he Venture for V ictory basketball 
team  that le ft the W est Coast for the 
O rient the end of June was an unusual 
squad compared to other Venture 
teams. I t  was an older team , average 
age 25 or 26. M ost of the squad are 
teachers instead of students. Several 
are coaches and they have been play­
ing together off and on in  an am ateur 
league for Lake Avenue Congregational 
Church in  Pasadena, California. All 
team  mem bers hold honors in  basket­
ball and two are All-Am ericans.

T h e  purpose itself of the Venture 
teams is unusual. Aim s of the Venture 
are to share the personal testim ony of 
the players and to spread A m erican 
goodwill in  a people-to-people encoun­
ter-th ro u gh  the means of the basket­
ball court.

D uring the tour—June 30  to August

14—the team  played 40  to 50 games and 
held basketball clinics. In  countries 
like N ew  Zealand, A ustralia, Thailand 
and Taiw an the team  shared their 
knowledge of C hrist along w ith their 
knowledge of the sport.

V e n tu re  fo r  V ic to ry  tea m s are 
planned in  cooperation w ith O rient 
Crusades.

EUROPE
G E R M A N Y —  
S e ve n m illion dollars goes to  m issions

G erm an churches gave seven m il­
lion dollars to missions during 1966, 
w hich is about $275,000 more than in 
1965. T h is was revealed by H einrich 
Lohm ann, general secretary of the 
Protestant Fellowship for W orld M is­
sions, in  his yearly report. T h e  fellow ­
ship is a federation of all church-re­
lated m ission agencies in W est Ger­
many.
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dents are expected to come from all parts of Northern Nigeria.
The FCS is a student organization comparable to Inter- 

Varsity Christian Fellowship in the United States.
Mission groups are proceeding more cautiously.
Wycliffe Bible Translators, which operates a school of lin­

guistics in connection with the University of Nigeria in the 
Eastern Region, is waiting until October—the date set by the 
government for a possible change in conditions. These condi­
tions caused the Northern government to request withdrawal 
of eighteen translators who had come into the North from the 
Eastern Region which seceded May 30  from the Nigeria Fed­
eration and changed its name to Biafra.

The linguistic teams which had originally come from the 
East and were now living in remote areas of the North aroused 
suspicion.

Other mission groups having work in secessionist Biafra 
include Lutherans (Missouri Synod), Mennonites and South­
ern Baptists.

Danger to whites did not seem extreme, since both govern­
ments are seeking favor with Europe and America. However, 
the Federal government blockade of Biafra, the mobilization 
of its troops and the war conditions in Biafra made a very 
unpredictable situation. July 18, 845 whites left Biafra on 
an Italian cargo liner. The number included missionaries.

Transportation between Biafra and the other regions is cut 
off leaving the sea as the only practical escape route. The Fed­
eral government allowed the ship carrying evacuees through 
the blockade.

At press time the Federal troops and Biafra forces are still 
fighting.

F R E N C H - S P E A K IN G  W O R L D  —  

Birth o f a w orldw ide  m ission o rga nizatio n

M issionary organizations in  France 
and French-speaking Sw itzerland have 
banded together w ith  young churches 
in  T ah iti, N ew  Caledonia and seven 
French-speaking A frican  nations to in ­
crease m ission w ork in  the French- 
speaking areas of the world.

First workers of the new  worldwide 
m issionary organization are to start 
their w ork in  1968 in  D ahom ey. Before 
appointm ent these new  m issionaries 
are to receive a m ission training course 
to be held in  the capital of D ahom ey.

Dr. Jean Kott, general secretary of 
the Evangelical Church of Cam eroon, 
took the in itiative in this new  venture. 
He got the support of m ost of the 
young French-speaking churches on 
the m ission field in  A frica, T a h iti and 
New Caledonia to  w ork in  a jo in t ven­
ture w ith  the older m ission organiza­
tions of France and Switzerland.

NORTH AMERICA 
Board Business

T h e C hurch of God (Anderson, Ind.) 
at its recent international convention 
in Anderson merged two overseas m is­
sion boards elim inating a duplication 
of its m issionary work on a racial basis. 
This m eans that all overseas m ission 
activities of the M issionary Board, A n­
derson, Indiana, and the N ational As­
sociation of the Church of God, W est 
M iddlesex, Pa., w ill be under the M is­
sionary Board in Anderson. Tw o Ne- 

.groes were elected to the board.
M issionary Internship has merged 

w ith Far Eastern Gospel Crusade and 
though retaining the distinctively in ­
ter-mission purpose of M issionary In ­
ternship it w ill have available the staff 
and facilities of FEGC. O rganization­
ally M I is a departm ent of the N orth

A m erican D ivision of FEGC. Fred Ren- 
ich  continues as head of this depart­
m ent.

T h e  General Synod of the Reformed 
Church in  Am erica has merged into

"U n ab le  to land at Olsobip due 
w eather" were the last words heard 
from  Jo h n  S tu a rt H arverson , M ission­
ary A viation Fellowship pilot in  New 
Guinea. A fter an extensive search of­
ficials reported Harverson and his two 
native Bible school student passengers 
lost, presumed dead. Harverson, a sec­
ond generation missionary (his father, 
Stuart Harverson, serves in Vietnam ), 
is survived by his w ife and two chil­
dren.
a p p o i n t m e n t s  : T h e Rev. Ruben L ores  
has been nam ed assistant general di­
rector of Latin Am erica M ission. He 
w ill also retain his responsibility as 
director of W orldwide Evangelism-in- 
D epth. Bishop B enito C. Cabanban on 
M ay 29 becam e the first Filipino to 
head the Episcopal Church in the Phil­
ippines. Conservative Baptist Foreign 
M ission Society has nam ed Dr. H er­
b e rt S. A nderson of Portland, Oregon, 
as general director. Dr. Sigurd Aske 
has been selected as director of the 
Lutheran W orld Federation's Depart­
m ent of W orld M ission. He w ill also 
continue as general director of the 
LW F Broadcasting Service. Edm und  
F .  W agn er of New  York has been 
elected tw enty - first president of the 
A m erican Bible Society. An active lay­
m an, he has served on ABS board since 
1962. Dr. W illiam  H . Kohn assumed 
new duties September 1 as executive 
secretary of the M issouri Synod's Board

one corporation the boards of educa­
tion, world missions and N orth Ameri­
can missions and stewardship council. 
The single group w ill be under the di­
rection of the General Synod.

for M issions. He was form erly presi­
dent of the synod's southeastern dis­
trict. New  director for operational re­
search for RAVEM CCO, a com m uni­
cations un it of the D ivision of Over­
seas M inistries of the N ational Coun­
cil of Churches, is G. Ralph Milton, 
form er director of radio and T V  for the 
Mass M edia Com mission of the Philip­
pine N ational Council of Churches. 
T he Rev. Ram on Taibo Siemens of the 
Episcopal Reformed Spanish Church 
becam e the first Spanish Protestant 
bishop at a consecration service held 
in  Madrid. The Rev. George T. Brow n  
is the new Far East Secretary of the 
Board of W orld M issions of the Pres­
byterian Church U.S. 
a w a r d s :  J .  B yron  Crouse, J r . ,  Korea 
deputy director of the W orld Relief 
Commission, has been awarded Korea's 
C ivil M erit M edal in  recognition for 
his work in  social welfare, for the past 
nine years in  Korea. T he Rev. H erbert 
W . B ark er, Southern Baptist m ission­
ary, recently won the second annual 
M andarin speech contest for foreign 
students in Taipei, Taiwan. M errill H. 
Grubbs has been selected to receive 
from the M edical College of Virginia 
the A. D. W illiam s award as the out­
standing student in the school of hos­
pital administration. Grubbs, a Presby­
terian U. S. missionary to Korea, serves 
as business administrator for a Presby­
terian m edical center.

people make the news
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#  A l b a n i a  f o l l o w s  R e d  G u a r d  e x a m p l e  

m s  a n ( j  c l o s e s  l a s t  c h u r c h e s
Special report from  World. Vision News Service correspondent in Europe

T he last church in  Albania, an East­
ern O rthodox Church in  the capital 
Tirana, is closed. Along w ith the C hi­
nese, Albanian Christians have become 
the m ost tortured in the world. All 
church leaders are either in  prison or 
murdered.

Albania—smaller than Holland, en­
closed by Greece, Yugoslavia and the 
Adriatic Sea and nicknam ed the "T ib et 
of Europe" — follows closely the ex­
ample of its Peking masters.

Some m onths ago m uch of the world 
knew  less about this country than 
about the moon.

D uring the last of June, however, 
Radio A thens reported that A lbania 
had worked out plans for the exterm i­
nation of the entire Eastern Orthodox 
com m unity in  its country. A t first, the 
inform ation was shrugged off by the 
international press agencies as a propa­
ganda stunt by the new m ilitary re­
gime. But in  July the official Vatican 
paper O sservatore R om ano  announced 
that no Rom an C atholic church was 
functioning in Albania. The few re­
m aining buildings had been either de­
m olished or burned down. In one 
church building four priests burned to 

2 0  death because young hooligans resem-
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bling the Chinese Red Guards would 
n ot allow them  to leave.

Since then businessmen from W est­
ern Europe who visited Tirana, say 
that the beautiful Eastern Orthodox 
pilgrim 's church in the southern part 
of the city has been turned into a night 
club for party members. T he altar is 
being used as a bar w ith a coffee m a­
chine and bottles of cheap gin. T he 
beautiful mosque Jamya Plum bit, copy 
of Sofia in  Constantinople has been 
turned into a stable for cows.

According to a recent news release 
from the A lbanian governm ent the 
country has 1.8 m illion  people. O f 
them  700,000 profess to be M oham ­
medans, 200,000 Eastern O rthodox and
100,000 R om an Catholic. N o m ention 
was made of the tiny num ber of Prot­
estant Christians. It seems that their 
few sm all churches have been closed 
years ago. M ost Christians have been 
liquidated or have gone underground.

W hen Com m unist party boss Enver 
Hodsja (58) usurped power in  1944 he 
and his friends w ent to church to 
thank God for the liberation of his 
country. In  1961 H odsja sold his coun­
try to Peking to enable C hina to have 
a bridge into Europe.

Hodsja has m aintained three differ­
ent policies toward the three m ain re­
ligions of his nation.

1. From the beginning it  was his aim 
to liquidate Rom an Catholicism . He 
feared its strong organization, the fact 
that its priests were relatively well- 
educated and its strong ties w ith  the 
W estern world through the Vatican.

2. Hodsja considered Eastern O rtho­
doxy an enem y, but thought he could 
use it as an instrum ent after its leaders 
had been killed.

3. He also thought he could use Is­
lam  for propaganda purposes, in  order 
to reach the Arab nati ms. S ince M os­
cow gained m ore influence in  Arab 
nations than Peking, Islam  has now 
also becom e his enemy.

W ith in  a m onth after Hodsja came 
to power the Rom an C atholic press 
was nationalized. Soon the schools and 
sem inaries were closed. Priests were 
imprisoned or killed. In  1944 A lbania 
had 93 secular priests. By 1952 17 had 
been murdered, 39  deported, 11 drafted 
for m ilitary service and three had fled

to Rom e via Greece.
In 1948 Archbishop V incenc Prenu- - 

shi of Durres was arrested and tortured 
to death, according to Osservatore Ro-1 
m ano. Archbishop Gaspar T haci died 
during an interrogation. Tw o other I 
bishops were condemned to death and I 
a fifth died in  a monastery. Hadsja 
pressed the few rem aining and leader- 
less priests in 1951 to accept a treaty 
w hich has never been accepted by the j 
V a tica n . S in c e  th e n  th e  C a th o lic : 
church has been considered as a na-; 
tional entity separate from  Rome.

T he Eastern O rthodox Church of A l-; 
bania always has been an established I 
national church. T h e  Communists 
were able to form  a national union of! 
A lbanian theologians. Priests who re-; 
fused to cooperate were liquidated, i 
Com m unist agents infiltrated churches i 
and monasteries. Soon after, the five; 
m etropolitans (bishops) were killed. 
Archbishop K ristofer Kissi was impris­
oned in  1949 and died in  1958. His 
place was taken by fellow -traveler Pais 
Vodica. Because the ecum enical Patri­
arch of Istanbul, Athenagoras, refused 
to acknowledge his ordination the 
church sought and received recogni­
tion by the Patriarch of M oscow, Al­
exis. Since 1961 this recognition has 
been annulled too.

W hen the recognition of Islam  failed 
to give A lbania influence in  Arab coun­
tries, the religion soon lost its state 
support. T hree Islam ic representatives 
who had been given a seat in the Com­
m unist Parliam ent were killed. The 
present G reat M ufti, H afiz Sulim an 
M yrto, is a fellow -traveler. O f the 530 
mosques of the country, only 24 were 
still open at the beginning of this year. 
It seems that these too are now  closed.

In June A lbania followed the ex­
ample of China. Youngsters formed 
groups of Red Guards w hich aimed 
their attacks especially at the rem ain­
ing churches and mosques.

T h e  few  businessm en w ho are able 
to visit T irana claim  that the city is 
governed by fear. O ne of them  told this 
reporter that w hen he asked the re­
ceptionist of the huge state hotel, for a 
piece of paper to m ake some notes, the 
m an cried, "Please go away. If the se­
cret police see m e talking to you alone, 
they w ill torture m e to death ."
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WV NEWS 
FEATURES

New prime minister 
of Somalia threatens 
mission outreach

R ecen t elections in  Som alia have 
again brought in to  power Dr. Abdira- 
shid A li Sherm arke, w ho served as 
prim e m inister from  1962 to 1964. His 
re-election cam e as a surprise and, ac­
cording to reports, was partly due to 
his close connections w ith  Egypt's 
President Nasser.

Dr. Sherm arke is a cham pion for 
Som alia "reu n io n ."  Located on the 
eastern horn of the A frican  continent, 
Som alia has a population of 4 ,000,000. 
T here are how ever 2 ,000 ,000  additional 
Somalis liv ing in  northeastern Kenya, 
Ethiopia and French Som aliland, all 
countries bordering on the Som alia 
republic.

These areas in  w hich  the Som alis are 
living are considered "lo s t territories" 
by Som alia, a con tention  fiercely de­
nied by the other countries involved. 
Kenya's President Kenyatta has pub­
licly  stated that n o t one inch of Kenya 
soil w ill ever be given to Somalia. 
M oreover the Som alis living in  Kenya 
have pledged loyalty  to Kenya's gov­
ernm ent.

For a num ber of years groups of

Somalia-based bandits known as shifta  
have raided Kenya's northern frontier, 
harrassing the nom adic tribesm en liv­
ing in  the area. T he raiders swoop 
down on the helpless villages, killing 
indiscrim inately and stealing cattle 
and camels. Shifta have made life very 
difficult for the tribes who were al­
ready living under precarious condi­
tions.

M issionary work among these long 
neglected tribes has only become pos­
sible in latter years w ith the advent of 
m ission airplanes, four-w heel drive 
vehicles and radio contact. Today the 
work is being carried on under the 
added difficulties brought on by the 
shifta  raiders. A t present travel w ithin 
the districts m ust be done w ith an 
army o r police escort.

In recent m onths the shifta  are more 
adequately armed and are planting 
Russian-made plastic land m ines in  the 
narrow desert roads. A  num ber of gov­
ernm ent vehicles have been blow n up.

T h e  election of Dr. Sherm arke has 
increased the danger of an escalated 
sh ifta  m enace. He has stated, " I t  is es­
sential to bring about the reunification 
of these territories." In the face of these 
threats Kenya is m ounting an all-out 
effort to end shifta  attacks.

M issions still find their work in these 
areas carried on under battle condi­
tion s—and that in  a desert land where 
conditions are already exceedingly dif­
ficult.
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N am e________________________________________________  —

MISSIONARIES...
take advantage now of this new subsidized minis­
try dedicated to provide for the needs of selected 
foreign and home missionaries actively engaged 
in m inistering to the needy.
A va ilab le . . .
•  services • technical and educational information
• supplies 
V is it . . .
• our offices open Monday thru Friday 

8:30-4:30 •  free parking (ask receptionist)
W r ite . . .
•  for information folio—address Dept. W V

Tribesm en o f  Kenya's northern frontier.

MISSIONARY SERVICES, INC. 900 N . Franklin S t. Chicago, III. 60610
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G O I N G  P L A C E S  T O U R S

G O IN G  PLACES - Television Program w ith  Ed 
Fallert w ill sponsor three tours:

SOUTH AMERICA - Septem ber 1967

SOUTH PACIFIC - H a w a ii -  Sam oa -  Tahiti 
A ustralia  and  N e w  Z ealand  

October 1967

SOUTH AFRICA - N ovem ber 1967

On these G O IN G  PLACES Tours w e  w ill be doing  
our own film ing  for our future television pro­
gram s. Plan N  O  W  to be on one o f our T.V. 
Programs.

Y O U  W IL L  V IS IT
RIVER JORDAN 
T E L  AVIV 
ATHENS 
LONDON 
ROME
JERUSALEM

BETHLEHEM
JERICHO
SEA O F G A LILEE 
NAZARETH 
HAIFA 
DEAD SEA

REV. JAMES E. MAXSON

Rev. Maxson, pastor of Bible: 
Fellowship Church, Ventura ■ 
Californ ia, has conducted a 
B ib le  te a c h in g  m in is try  to: 
people o f w ide cultural and! 
denom inational backgrounds  
He is a graduate from  Whea­
ton College and Dallas Theolo­
gical Sem inary. He invites youi 
to  join him  in the  Holy Land: 
Tour.

OCT. 2 ,1 967 -3  W EEKS  
$1050 from N.Y.C.
$1250 from L.A.

SPECIAL 22 Day Tour to 
The BIBLE LANDS

YOU WILL VISIT: 
GENEVA 7-CHURCHES
LONDON 
RIVER JORDAN 
TEL AVIV 
ATHENS 
ROME 
ISTANBUL 
DEAD SEA

JERUSALEM
BETHLEHEM
JERICO
SEA OF GALILEE
NAZARETH
HAIFA

2 2  D A Y S

$1075
From N.Y.C. 

MONTHLY DEPARTURES

BETHLEHEM
Plan now to spend Christmas in Bethlehem. 

Tour departs December 18.

YOU WILL VISIT:
RIVER JORDAN
TEL AVIV
JERUSALEM
BETHLEHEM
JERICHO
SEA OF GALILEE

NAZARETH 
HAIFA 
DEAD SEA 
ATHENS 
ROME

15 D A Y S

$898
From N.Y.C.

We suggest you tune in on THE CHURCH of the OPEN DOOR program with Dr. J. Vernon McGee 
on KWHY, Channel 22.

COUNT ME I N !  P l n a s p  g p n r i l i t p r a t n r p  f n r

ry Sunday at 5 :3 0 1

Please send literature for. . .
G O IN G  PLACES TO U R S

□  Holy Land Tour-Rev. Maxson □  South America
□  Special Bible Land Tour □  South Pacific
□  Christmas in Bethlehem Tour □  South Africa

A d d r e s s

S t a t e Z i p

F i l l  i n  t h i s  c o u p o n  a n d  m a i l  t o

WESTERN WORLD TOUR AND TRAVEL
6 0 1  N .  V e r m o n t ,  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  C a l i f .  P h o n e :  ( 2 1 3 )  6 6 2 - 1 1 7 1

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Starting August 6, "Going Places”
visits the Mission Fields of the 
world. This is a travel program 
designed for Christian travelers. You 

ED FALLERT will be able to  see film s produced
by many of the missionary organizations. Going 
Places w ith  Ed Fallert Sunday evenings on Channel 
22 K W H Y at 6 :0 0  P.M., Los Angeles, California fo l­
lowing The Church o f the Open Door program.



WV NEWS 
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‘Kirchentag’ reveals critical 
attitude of young people

H A N O V E R , G erm an y  — T h e  new  
generation of European youth is criti­
cal, independent and pragmatic. T his 
was underscored strongly at the G er­
man "K irchen tag ," held during the last 
week of June here.

M ore than  25,000 G erm an Christians 
gathered, h a lf o f them  under the age of 
35, for this C hristian "e x p o " on theo­
logical thinking.

The young people threw  them selves 
enthusiastically in to  the hot debates. 
T he attendance at heavy and often 
long winded lectures, fu ll of solid, but 
m odem  th ink in g  cam e as a surprise to 
the leaders of the K irchentag organiza­
tion. W henever there was tim e for dis­
cussion, and often w hen there was not, 
young people would be the first to 
jump up and criticize the speakers.

Largest attendance was at the study 
sessions, held in  the huge halls of the 
Hanover Fair during three days from 
eight in  the m orning un til midnight.

T he conservative confession m ove­
m ent "N o  O ther G ospel" had asked 
Christians and conservative church 
leaders to boycott this Kirchentag. 
M ost people expected this to be one of 
the sm allest K irchentags of the sixties. 
But as it turned out, to tal attendance 
at the study sessions was bigger than 
ever.

T h e K irchentag m ovem ent started in 
1949 in  H anover as an inspirational 
gathering for G erm an Christians. From 
the first, how ever, som e used the Kir­
chentag to push avant garde theologi­
ans and thinkers. Through the years 
there was a tendency to cut down the 
Bible study and inspirational meetings 
and up the presentations of new  ideas 
and theologies. Tw o years ago the Kir­
chentag invited the young, radical 
D orothee Solle, one of th e Germ an 
leaders of the "G od  is dead" school, to 
speak about " th e  C hurch outside of 
the C h u rch ."

For years G erm an evangelicals have 
been unhappy about the influence of 
modern theology in  their church. But 
until Solle provoked them  to band to­
gether in  the "N o  O ther G ospel" 
m ovem ent they took little  organized 
action.

T h e  conservative m ovem ent did its 
best to get the presidium  of the Kir­
chentag to change course. W hen this 
proved im possible, they asked the Kir­

chentag to cancel the speaking engage­
m ents of three m odernistic professors 
who have openly attacked the resur­
rection of Christ and other biblical 
truths. But the only concession the 
leaders of the Kirchentag were willing 
to m ake was an invitation for the con­
servative theologians to appear on one 
platform  w ith m odem  theologians to 
discuss their differences.

T h e  leaders of the confessional 
m ovem ent refused. T hey called upon 
their people to boycott the Kirchentag.

M any did boycott the meetings but 
m any m ore young people came never­
theless, i f  only to protest against the 
protests.

In  pointed and often heated discus­
sion m any were unw illing to accept 
the views of the often radical theologi­
ans. M odem  theologian Ernst Kase- 
m ann tried to explain that it  was not 
im portant w hether Christ had risen or 
not. In  discussion the young people 
alm ost com pelled h im  to tell them  yes 
or no.

O n  the w hole this new  generation 
showed them selves to be more prag­
m atic than  principled. T he days of 
idealism , w hether national or religious, 
seem far gone.

In  the political sessions m any of 
them  w ent hard against the views of 
the older generation. For instance, they 
called for a recognition of the U lbricht 
regime in  East Germany.

U sually during a Kirchentag young 
people organize street meetings. They 
did so again, but in  a different way. 
Instead of singing and preaching and 
w aiting for people to gather, they 
would go up to a sm all group of young 
people and start discussions by asking 
provocative questions. N ot a personal 
testim ony, but a debate characterized 
these gatherings.

Though this K irchentag disappointed 
evangelicals, it  did give an interesting 
insight into  the new  generation and 
their feelings toward the church.

T he youth attending this Kirchentag 
were different from the earlier genera­
tion w hich was characterized by an 
interest for m aterial things and per­
sonal w ell-being. The m ain character­
istic  of the new generation is their re­
newed interest in  theological and po­
litical questions. They loathe conform ­
ity, but they love discussions.

would you like to
put these funds into effective
and profitable use ? Then.

you should know  about

MOODY ANNUITIES
C h ristian  m en and w om en are  o fte n  concerned 
a b o u t th e  m a tte r  o f  in v estin g  th e ir  funds. 
S o m e do n o t w ish to  becom e involved  in  
s to ck s  and  bonds because o f  th e  flu ctu a tio n  
and  u n ce rta in ty  o f  econ om ic con d ition s. B u t  
th e y  a re  in terested  in  security  an d  an  as­
sured incom e. M o o d y  A n n u ities  m ee t b o th  
o f  th ese  requ irem en ts. T h is  is  w h at you should 
know  a b o u t M o o d y  A n n uities:

(1) . . . th e y  assu re an  in co m e up  to  9 .0 9  p er­
c e n t (depending on  y ou r age) and  th is  for as 
long as you liv e . T o  su p p o rt th is  g u aran tee 
a re  th e  resou rces o f  M o o d y  B ib le  In s titu te . 
S in ce  p lan ’s in cep tio n  a lm o st 6 0  y ears  ago, 
th e  In s t itu te  h as n ev er m issed an  a n n u ity  
dividend p ay m en t. And in addition ,

this extra dividend ...
(2) y ou r a n n u ity  funds a re  carefu lly  p u t to  
w ork in  th e  g re a t program  o f  M o o d y  B ib le  
In s t i tu te , and  th u s  y ou  sh are d irectly  in  th e  
blessings o f  th is  w orld-w ide gospel m in istry .

W O U L D  YO U L IK E  TO  RE C E IV E  
D O U B LE  D IV ID E N D S  ON Y O l'R  M O N E Y ?

W e’ll be happy to send you the 
f r e e  booklet, D ouble Dividends, which 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan 
in detail. I t  contains a chart showing 
income rate for all ages, explains 
tax benefits and tells you all about the 
many ministries of Moody Bible 
Institute in which you’ll have a share.

Miif

r M B ?
WRITE: Annu ity  Department Dept.9W7~\
M O O D Y  B IB L E  IN S T IT U T E  
820 N. LaSa lle  Street • Ch icago, I llin o is  60610 

Please send me, without obligation: □  Dou­
ble Dividends, story of Moody Annuity Plan. 
□  Folder relating to W ills. Q  Information 
on Life Income Agreements.

N am e___

A d d re ss . 

C ity____

_Dafe  of B ir th _

_ Z  i‘P  _

C L IP  A N D  M A IL  C O UPO N TO D A Y
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Just off the press
THE GLADNESS 

OF HIS RETURN
A Closer Look at 
the Second Coming
By Neil M. Fraser $ 2 .5 0

T h ir d  in  h is  t r i lo g y ,  f o l lo w in g  

THE G L O R Y  O F  HIS RI SIN G  $ 2 .5 0
From YO U R  CH R ISTIAN  BO OKSTO RE or

LOIZEAUX BROTHERS, Inc.
Dept. W V , P.O. Box 70, Neptune, N J .

s tu d y  a t  hom e
THE SCHOOL 

OF THE EVANGELICALS
Recommended by evangelicals as Amer­
ica’s finest training school for ministers 
and church workers. Extension courses 
approved by the Association of Home 
Study Schools. Endorsed by the Ameri­
can Evangelical Christian Churches for 
pastoral training. Ask fo r catalog.

AMERICAN BIBLE SCHOOL
192 North Clark Street • 110 

Chicago, Illinois 60601

24

When you write to advertisers, 
please mention World Vision Magazine

PIONEERS OF 
THE YOUNGER 
CHURCHES
b y  John T, S e a m a n d s

A ll  to o  o fte n  w e  e m p h a s ize  the  
w o rk  o f  o u r  o w n  m is s io n a r ie s  
and  o v e r lo o k  th e  c o n t r ib u t io n s  
o f  n a tiv e  w o rk e rs  fo r  C h ris t. 
H e re  D r. Seam ands presen ts 
fo u r te en  in s p ir in g  b io g ra p h ic a l 
ske tches o f  co u rageou s  m en  and 
w o m e n  w h o  sa c r if ic e d  and 
la b o re d — and  o fte n  d ie d — in  the  
s e rv ice  o f  C h r is t  a m o n g  th e ir  
o w n  p e o p le . Index and  b ib l io g ­
raphy. 224 pages. $4.95

At your local bookstore

A b in g d o n  P r e s s

WV NEWS 
FEATURES

Graham holds first public 
meetings in a Communist country

Com pleting his first public m eetings 
in  a Com m unist country, evangelist 
B illy  G raham  described the experience 
as "unforgettable."

By Eastern European standards, the 
response to his recent two-day v isit to 
Yugoslavia was encouraging. In  the 
country's second largest city of Zagreb 
—center of culture, com m erce and edu­
cation—an aggregate attendance of al­
m ost 10,000 heard h im  in  three special 
m eetings.

T he Zagreb inv itation  to speak came 
from Yugoslavia's Baptist churches' 
president, Dr. Josip H orak and his as­
sociate Dr. Branko Lovrec. T hey were 
joined by other d enom inational leaders 
in  plans w hich drew groups from  every 
part of the country. D elegations came 
from  as far as R om ania, Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia.

At a press conference attended by 
many national and international re­
porters, G raham  stated, "W e  com e to 
Yugoslavia at the invitation of the 
churches for the express purpose of 
proclaim ing the Christian gospel."

Su ch  s in g len e ss  o f p u rp ose w as 
clearly demonstrated at the first public 
m eetings in  Zagreb's Lutheran Church.

T h e largest Protestant m eeting place in 
the city, it was bu ilt to accommodate 
only 400 people. W ell over tw ice that 
num ber jam m ed in  on this occasion, 
and an even greater crowd listened 
outside. Police trying to clear a way 
for traffic estim ated a total of 2500 
people.

T h e  follow ing day even m ore came 
to hear the evangelist address two large 
outdoor m eetings—the first for Yugo­
slavia in  a quarter of a century.

U nseasonal rains drenched the en­
tire area hut failed to deter Christians 
who had prayed long and prepared well 
for the event. In  spite of the continual 
downpour on a forest of umbrellas, 
no one left.

G raham  told them , "T h is  is one of 
the m ost m em orable experiences of my 
entire m inistry. I w ill never forget it. 
T h is w ill live w ith m e for the rest of 
my life ."

T he experience w ill also live in the 
m inds and hearts of m any who, w ith 
bowed heads, opened their hearts and 
lives to Jesus Christ.

Com m ented one Christian leader, 
"T h is  is a great day for the Christians 
of Yugoslavia."

Billy G raham  speaks in Zagreb, Yugoslavia, in the rain to an estim ated  3500 people.
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Mission leaders clash over NCC 
radio expansion in Latin America

Should the N ational C ouncil of 
Churches in  the U nited  States extend 
its overseas radio w ork into Latin 
America? T h is is a h o t question among 
churchm en south of the R io Grande.

H eretofore, RA V EM CCO , the over­
seas radio and television arm of the 
D ivision of Overseas M inistries of the 
N CC, focused its attention  on Asia 
and A frica. However, follow ing a tour 
of Latin A m erica last fall, Dr. Bam erd 
M. Luben, executive head of RA VEM ­
CCO, recommended that the radio ac­
tivities should be extended into  Latin 
America.

T his recom m endation recently drew 
severe criticism  from  the Rev. Vergil 
Gerber, executive secretary of the Evan­
gelical C om m ittee on Latin A m erica 
on the grounds th at it  would duplicate 
the efforts of another agency know n as 
D IA  (Disfusiones Inter A m ericanas). 
Gerber charged that R A V EM C C O  is de­
parting from  its previous policy and is 
disregarding services offered through 
DIA, thus m oving in  the d irection of 
unnecessary duplication.

Luben's proposal m ade no direct 
m ention of D IA. H is plan laid heavy 
emphasis on radio workshops, purchase 
of radio stations, especially in  Brazil, 
and on research to  im prove Christian 
broadcasting in  Latin  Am erica.

C om m enting on C hristian programs 
throughout the area, Luben said that, 
"som e of the programs are excellent, 
but m uch is m ediocre, trite  and tradi­
tion a l." He added that, "very little  is 
being done to help present and poten­
tial program m ers."

Gerber, m eanw hile, insists that D IA  
is the logical agency to provide the ser­
vices spelled out in  Luben's recom m en­
dation. G erber notes, however, that it 
has been d ifficult for D IA  to procure 
the finances necessary for its growth.

T he question of D IA 's logical rule

Job of the local church 
I believe each local church has a 

iob to do teach ing the Bible and w in­
ning souls in  its com m unity; and each 
Christian should be involved in  these 
efforts. If we do that, then the young 
people we have go in to  the Arm y and 
represent our fa ith  and our country 
w ill m ake them selves felt.

—M ajor Harvey Stewart, 
U. S. Arm y

and the "in tru sio n " of RAVEM CCO 
into Latin A m erica w ill be up for dis­
cussion at the Congress on Evangelical 
C om m unications to be held at Huam- 
pani, Peru, in  September, according to 
Gerber.

[SAM PLE COPY

SUCCESS WITH YOUTH
TH E W H A T-TO 'D O , I  f i t ™ ® *
H O W -T O -D O -IT  M A G A ZIN E  I

F O R Y o u th -W o r k e rs
C W S B l o n i n l  R edondo B e ach ,C a lif.

When you w rite  to advertisers, 
please mention World Vision Magazine

OFFICE MANAGER 
WANTED

P ro g re s s iv e  in te rn a t io n a l C h r is ­

t ia n  m is s io n  n e e d s  e x p e r ie n ce d  

m a n  to  m a n a g e  fu l l o f f ic e  s ta f f  

a n d  s u p e rv is e  d ire c t  m a il. G o o d  
o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  th e  r ig h t  m an . 
S e n d  re fe re n ce s , age , e x p e r ie n ce , 

c h u rc h  a f f i l ia t io n  a n d  s a la r y  re ­

q u ire d . W r ite  to : F o u n d e r , B o x  

7 0 7 , L o s  A n g e le s , C A . 9 0 0 5 3 .

BURIAL
I N S U R A N C E

L eave your loved ones a cash  e sta te —
not a  p ile  of b i lls .......................................
$1,000 P o licy  to age 80. No salesm an  
■will c a ll  on you. Money B a ck  Guaran­
te e ................... F o r  F R E E  d etails w rite
Crown L ife  of I ll in o is ,203 N. Wabash, 
C h icag o ,Illin o is ,60601 .Dept. 704

CHIME - CARILLON. 
TAPE RECORDINGS.

Golden 
Hymns 

of
the 

Church. 
Recorded Tapes - Actual

Reverberation of Bell Tones 
Especially For Chime 

Systems & Bell Towers 
For Information Write:

Symphonic Bell Recording Co.
P. O. Box 187 

Snutti Sa.il Francisco, Callt.

W ORSHIP and 
SERVICE HYMNAL

Christians always have sung in tim es o f 
stress, trouble and unrest. This superb col­
lection gives you hymns o f salvation and 
dedication bringing your people closer to 
God in days o f challenge and decision. Mail 
coupon for F R E E  Sample and le t this 
amazing book speak for itself. 
Denominational and independent churches, 
large and small, Colleges, Bible Institutes 
and Sem inaries everywhere are turning to  
W orshipand Service Hymnal as the “ finest 
ever compiled. ’ ’ Has 543 hymns 
and songs, 45 choir numbers, 73 
Scripture readings, 9 Indexes 
and tw o r ich  binding co lo rs; 
also D eLuxe Fabrikoid-M aroon.

We plan for new hymnals. Please send Free Sample 
o f WORSHIP and SERVICE HYMNAL. O ffer limited 
to U .S . and Canada. C  Regular binding: Q  DeLuxe Fabrikoid.

A ddress_ 
City__
Church and Denom---------------
lam . □ Pastor, □ Music Director, <

H O P E  P u b l i s h i n g  C o .
WV97 W . s t  L ak e  S t.,  C h ic a e o , III. 6 0 6 4 4

A L L IA N C E

C O N V A L E S C E N T

H O S P IT A L  California

4 6  
B t K

■Tartu

For geriatric, chronic cardiac, orthope­
dic, post operative, extended care and 
long term  cases.

24 hour nursing care • private or sem i­
private room • one level • a ir  condi­
tioned • special diets • doctor of your 
choice • reasonable rates

W rite or phon e for availability  and prices. 
Miss Junette  Johnson, H o s p ita l A d m in is tra to r

Alliance Convalesent Hospital
1505 Colby Drive a t M ission Road 

GLENDALE, CA. 91205 
Phone (213) 247-4476

Hundreds are saying “ This is it.”  "G reat,"  
"F a s c i n a t i n g " I t  s trikes  h om e."  Read in 
C. S. LEWIS' THE INNER RING. Why so many (in 
and out of churches) use friends and acquaint­
ances as ladders to nothing. Notebook size pam­
phlet. $.25. 5 for $1.00.
Logres Press, Box 327W, Excelsior, Minn. 55331

FOR CRISIS TIMES
* J K  K

24-Karat 
gold title 

will 
never 
tarnish
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now you can have
A  L I V I N G  W I T N E S S  T R E E

It will stand as a symbol of your Christian 
witness in the world. It will signify your 
reverence for the things of God. It will enable 
you to participate in the Forest Home “Con- 

Exelutive.'Director servation through Consecration” program.

W H A T  IS  T H IS  PRO GRAM ? Billy G raham  launched the “Conservation 
through Consecration” program at Forest H om e by consecrating his own 
Living W itness Tree to God. T h e  com plete story will be sent to you without 
obligation. Ju st m ail in the coupon.

W H A T  IS  A L IV IN G  W ITNESS TREE? Any one of the beautiful trees 
growing a t Forest H om e Christian Cam p and Conference C enter in the San 
Bernardino M ountains, 80  miles east of Los Angeles, Calif.

W H A T  D O  T H E Y  W ITNESS TO? T h a t there are people who believe in 
God, and that you are one of them ! To the fact that for nearly 100 years 
these grounds have been especially dedicated to God. T h a t  Forest H om e has 
been set aside as a  hallowed spot where people can m eet for fellowship and 
study, and where their children can enjoy a cam ping experience, in a com ­
pletely Christian atmosphere.

C AN  A N Y O N E  P AR TIC IPATE ? Y es! Sim ply by pledging a  gift o f $100 
to  help perpetuate Forest H om e through the “Conservation through C on­
secration” program. Payments may be made any way you wish and your 
contribution is tax  deductible.

H O W  A R E  T H E  L IV IN G  W ITNESS TREES M A R K E D ? By a  perm a­
nent m arker bearing your nam e, the nam e of your family, or the nam e o f a 
loved one you m ay wish to rem em ber in this way. I f  you prefer, participation 
may be anonymous.
Forest H om e will send a  lovely certificate suitable for fram ing and a  m iniature 
Living Witness Tree lapel pin.
Your participation in this program  will help to conserve, through consecration, 
this truly Christian Cam p and Conference C enter in w hich this, and future, 
generations may com e to know the Lord. Send for your Living Witness Tree 
today. For com plete inform ation on this exciting program  or Forest Home 
conferences and camping, ju st check the square. T h ere ’s no obligation.

Cordially Yours

FOREST HOME, INC. Forest Falls, Calif. 92339
Dear Joe Blinco:

□ I hereby pledge $_ _to help with
the "Conservation through Consecra­
tion" program. Enclosed is my g ift of
$--------1 will pay the balance in
payments of $ each. *$100  for
each Living W itness Tree

□

□

P lease send th e  e x c itin g  s tory  of 
Forest Home and the Living Witness 
T  rees.

I would like more inform ation about 
F o re s t H o m e  C o n fe re n c e s  and  
C am p in g .

N a m e .

C ity_

S ta te _

Please have the follow ing nam e placed on my Living W itness Tree:

please print

Your contributions to Forest Home, Inc. are tax deductible.

, Zip C o d e .

W V 9 7

B illy  G ra h a m  p o in ts  to  th e  m a rk e r  on  his  
L iv in g  W itness Tree a t F o r e s t  H o m e.

FOREST HOME, IDE.
Forest Falls, Calif. 92339



©  Spain’s religious freedom law ‘regulates tolerance’
FEATURES

M A D RID  — A com m ission of the 
Spanish Baptist U nion  has advised its 
congregations and preachers n ot to reg­
ister w ith the State. T h is is required by 
the new  Law on Religious Freedom 
w hich was adopted by the Cortes (par­
liament) in M ay.

W hen a group of conservative m em ­
bers of Parliam ent were w ined and 
dined at a fam ous restaurant for their 
stand for C ath olic U nity  in  Spain, the 
windows w ere smashed in  by dem on­
strators w ho w anted a m ore liberal law.

Spain has its law on religious free­
dom, w hich  gave the w eary hearts of 
Protestants hope some years ago. Yet, 
Jose Cardona Gregory, the secretary- 
general of the Protestant D efense Com ­
m ittee, sadly said to journalists: "T h is  
isn 't a law  on religious freedom , it  
m erely regulates to lerance." Though 
Protestants aren 't able as yet to fore­
cast the results, their high hopes have 
been severely shattered.
) In  some cases the law  w ill give even 
less freedom , than  these Christians had 
during the lawless period of the past. 
For m ilitary  personnel the law  turned 
out far worse than  the governm ent 
originally proposed. T he first draft said 
that "nobody w ill be obliged to attend 
C atholic services if  they profess an­
other re lig ion ." B ut A rticle  5 now  reads 
that, "A ttend ance w ill not be forced 
w ith the exception of acts of m ilitary 
service."

Som e years ago a Spanish soldier was 
sent to prison for two years, because he 
had refused to attend R om an C atholic 
mass. S ince then  no m ilitary  officers 
have required Protestant soldiers to at­
tend any more. N ow  the law  gives them  
a clear com m and to do so again.

Any form  of evangelism  from  now 
on is im possible according to this law. 
T h e  original draft allowed non-C atho- 
lics n o t only to teach , but also to pro­
claim  their faith. T h e  law  was worded 
in such a w ay th at they even could 
m ake use of the mass media of Spain. 
T h e  new  law  allows the Protestants 
to teach only their children and no 
one else.

U n til now  the m ain m ethod to reach 
the unsaved was by hom e visitation 
work. D uring the last few years more 
people cam e to Christ by this method 
th an  in  any other way. T h e  law, how ­
ever, forbids even the discussion of re­
ligious subjects in the hom e w ith peo­

ple of another faith.
A nother sore point for Protestant 

churches is that they w ill not get the 
status of churches, but w ill be consid­
ered as mere associations. T his means 
that according to the new law they w ill 
have to open up their membership rolls 
and financial accounts yearly to state 
authorities as any other football or fish­
ing club in  Spain.

N ot only the churches have to regis­
ter, also the preachers. Priests from  the 
R om an C atholic Church w ill never be 
allowed to becom e Protestant m inisters 
after conversion, but neither w ill a pas­
tor be able to move from  one denomi­
nation to another.

O ne of the m ost rem arkable articles 
of the new  law  says that private and 
public worship w ill only be granted if 
perform ed in  the places law fully al­

lowed by the authorities. Public wor­
ship outside of a church building w ill 
be allowed if not contrary to the re­
spect due to the Catholic religion. 
N othing is said about private worship 
outside of a church building. This 
m eans that even the fam ily altar at 
hom e w ill be contrary to this law.

Rabbi D on Samuel Toledano said: 
"T h is  law is far too long. W estern 
countries don't have specific law on 
religious freedom. Just an article in  the 
Constitution is enough."

T h e D iario de Barcelona described 
this law perhaps best w hen it put into 
the m outh of a mem ber of Parliam ent 
in  its cartoon: " I  propose that the word 
'freedom' is too dangerous, too pro­
gressive. It should be replaced by 'a 
certain perm it under certain circum ­
stances in  some way . . . ' "

Sorry about that
If you were puzzled about how to read page 6  of our 

July-August issue, you had good reason to be. Parts of 
two paragraphs were transposed in makeup. Our 
apologies to you for this inconvenience, and to Bishop 
Dodge for the injustice done to his article. Beginning 
with the last line on page 4 , which jumps to page 6 , the 
article should read:

. . .  T he regime-approved pattern of life is apartheid 
from birth  to death. T his separateness carries over into 
m ost phases of life — academic, econom ic and, above 
all, social. Interestingly enough, at the political level, 
A frican s can  belon g to w h ite-co n tro lled  p o litica l 
parties if  they wish. A ll African-controlled parties have 
been banned.

Voting rights for blacks
T h e m ajority are denied the franchise. O f more than 

four m illion A fricans, less than 100,000 have the right 
to vote — and m ost of them  on a separate " B "  roll. A 
large percentage of potential A frican voters refused to 
register, in  protest over the insignificant number of 
seats available for their representatives in parliament. 
Thus, in a part of the world where the old colonial 
pattern has been giving way to self-determ ination, the 
Sm ith regime tries to check and, if  possible, reverse the 
trend of our times. In so doing he is denying many cap­
able people one of their basic rights.

The pattern of dom ination by a small m inority group 
could be the spark w hich m ight ignite the whole of 
southern Africa in a bloody racial war. W hether the 
m inority can impose their wishes upon the m ajority 
indefinitely is as questionable as is their right to do so.

Rebuttals by Bishop Dodge and Mr. Smith on “Segre­
gation in Southern Africa" will appear in October.
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Dear Dr. Pierce:
] I woy;ld like to sponsor a needy

child through World Vision. (Boy_____
Girl Approx. age desired )
I understand the cost is $10 per month 
U.S. currency; $11 a month Canadian.*
Enclosed is $ for months.
Please send a photo and brief history 
of my child.

or Enclosed is $_ 

Care Fund,

_to help with the general Child

NAM E.

ADDRESS.

C ITY.

STATE OR PROV._ .C O D E .

Your contribu tions to World Vision are tax deductible.
M097

SPOnSORSHIP
GIVES VOII SO miKH

Read w hat you w ill receive by becom ing

L D  V I S I O  
9R N A T  I O N A -

Box O, Pasadena, Calif. 91) 
or

W O R L D  V I S I O N  O F  C A N A t t  
Box 181-K, Toronto 12, Ontario M

a W orld  V is ion  needy child  sponsor!

A w indow  on the w orld—Letters from the child  
you sponsor will give you an intimate glimpse 
into life in a different country. The food, the 
customs, the many differences between his life 
and yours.

An influence for God—Your letters will be a 
strong influence in the life of this child, encour­
aging him to lead an upright Christian life; to 
choose a worthy vocation.

A chance to s h a re ^ Children especially, will 
benefit from sharing their toys, clothing, allow­
ances and love with an unseen brother or sister 
overseas.

An interest in missions— The Great Commis­
sion will mean more than ever before as you 
have opportunity through sponsorship to help 
lead a tittle one to the Lord.

O utreach through prayer—A greater outreach 
through prayer can be accomplished as your 
friends, your Sunday school class and others 
learn to include more unknown people of the 
world in their daily prayers by helping you pray 
for the child you sponsor.



u n i q u e  o r i g i n a l

GREETING CARDS
b y  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  O r i e n t

n
rWM

—s —- . . - y  I . - 1 W

Colorful, authentic reproductions of 
two top entries in International Chil­
dren’s Art Talent Contest. Sent in 
appreciation of your gift to help bring 
joy to needy children this Christmas.

W rite today  to learn  how  you can  
get th ese unusual greetin g  cards fo r  
C hristm as.

■  Q uaint, original 
child ren’s art

■  “ Baby Jesus and 
M other” by a 
Balinese boy

■  "Children Praying” 
by an O riental girl

■  Faithful color 
reproductions on 
greeting cards with  
m atching envelopes

r
□

city _

-z ip  co d e .

WORLD VIS IO N INTERNATIONAL, Box O, Pasadena. 
Calif. 91109 or WORLD VIS IO N OF CANADA, Box 181-K, 
Toronto 12, Ont.

Please send me inform ation on the International 
Children's Art greeting cards.

ESP EC IA LLY  FOR

Y O U !  

w r i

T H E  F I R S T  E I G H T  T I T L E S  I N

E V E R Y M A N ’ S
B I B L E

C O M M E N T A R Y

i i !

A  b rand  new  s e r ie s  o f  p a p e rb o u n d  bo o ks  d e s ig n e d  
to  m e e t th e  n e e d s  o f  la ym en , s tu d e n ts  a n d  bu sy  
p a s to rs  fo r  c o n c is e  y e t s c h o la r ly  e v a n g e lic a l c o m ­
m e n ta r ie s  on  in d iv id u a l bo o ks  o f  th e  B ib le .  T h e  
w r ite rs  a re  d is t in g u is h e d  C h r is t ia n  e d u c a to rs  
w ith  a  th o ro u g h  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e ir  s u b je c ts  
a n d  th e  a b i l i t y  to  c o m m u n ic a te  th e ir  know ledge . 

1 2 8  p a g e  books . E a c h 9 5 C

Robert E. Speer
C ontinued  from  page 15

Christ. He wrote in  his little  notebook 
everything they told him . These Chris­
tians were delighted to m eet this great, 
loving brother from  A m erica. O ne old 
man w ith a w hite beard threw  his arms 
about Dr. Speer and kissed him  on both 
cheeks. He returned the greeting just 
as warmly. W hen I saw him  in  N orth- 
field and Kansas C ity, swaying m u lti­
tudes of students by his inspired elo­
quence, I knew  he was great. But I 
never saw R obert Speer so great as 
when h e  visited us in  M eshed.

Before the group departed a heavy 
snow fell and the w eather becam e b it­
ter cold. O ne-third  of the w ay to T ehe­
ran the old carriage in  w hich they were 
riding literally  fe ll to pieces. T hey  rode 
the rem aining 400  m iles sitting on 
sacks of m ail in  a springless, uncovered 
post-wagon.

T h at round-trip journey of three 
weeks was m ade ju st to encourage a 
little  group of young m issionaries in  a 
frontier station.

Intimate correspondence

I f  D r. Speer's visits to m ission sta­
tions w ere necessarily infrequent, his 
letters to his m issionaries w ere not. W e 
were amazed a t the frequency of his 
letters and even m ore at the richness 
and intim acy of h is correspondence. 
He gave us the essence of books he 
had been reading. He told us interest­
ing news item s. He discussed our m is­
sion and our personal problems. He 
recalled experiences in  his journey to 
Iran and sent greetings to Iranian 
friends he had m et. In  our tim es of 
joy  and of sorrow he often sent affec­
tionate messages w ritten in  his own 
hand. W e considered ourselves fortu­
nate indeed to be supervised by this 
secretary.

In  obedience to the rule of the 
church, Dr. Speer retired in 1937 at the 
age of 70. But he continued to m ake 
addresses and w rite books for ten more 
years. W hen he was 77, he gave 244 
addresses in  one year in 36 states, bring­
ing inspiration to all who heard him . 
I w ell rem em ber his serm on to a con­
ference of m inisters in Virginia as w ith 
tears stream ing down his cheeks he be- 
seeched us to take up the cross and 
follow  Christ.

Dr. Speer's last address was given 
on N ovem ber 5, 1947. He died in Bryn 
M awr, Pennsylvania on N ov. 23.

ISAIAH • The Salvation of Jehovah
Dr. Alfred M artin
A s u rv e y  o f  o ne  o f  th e  r ic h e s t  bo o ks  o f  th e  O ld 
T e s ta m e n t.

JOHN • The Gospel of Faith
Dr. Everett F. Harrison
The e s s e n t ia l th o u g h ts  in  ea ch  s e c t io n  o f  th is  im ­
p o r ta n t  g o s p e l.

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
Dr. Charles C. Ryrie
D o c tr in e  e x e m p lif ie d  in  l i fe ;  g u id e lin e s  f o r  th e  c h u rc h  

in  a n y  c e n tu ry .

FIRST CORINTHIANS
Dr. G. Coleman Luck
A g e n e ra l s u rv e y  o f  P a u l’ s le t t e r — In fo rm a t iv e  and 
h e lp fu l w ith o u t  b e in g  te c h n ic a l.

FIRST TIM O THY
Dr. D. Edmond Hiebert
An in te rp re ta t io n  and  ve rs e -b y -v e rs e  e x p o s it io n  o f  th e  
A p o s t le 's  le t t e r  to  T im o th y .

JAMES • Faith in Action
Dr. G. Coleman Luck
P ra c t ic a l i ty  is  th e  e m p h a s is  in  th is  s tu d y  o f  Jam es—  
th e  e p is t le  o f  C h r is t ia n  liv in g .

FIRST AND SECOND PETER
George H. Cram er
T he th e m e s  o f  hope (I P e te r)  and  k n o w le d g e  ( I I  P e te r) 
d e m o n s tra te  th e  u n ity  o f  th e  e p is t le s .

JUDE • Tho Acts of the Apostates
Dr. S. M axw ell Coder
A s tu d y  o f  th e  b o o k  w r it te n ,  i t  w o u ld  seem , f o r  th e  
p re s e n t age.

B O O K S E L L E R
C H IC A G O  60 61 0U b

A T  Y O U R
O R  W R I T E  T O  M O O D Y  P R E S S ,
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A Sound Basis for

™ j u n i o r  m u s i c i a n  
■***********»******■**.*

Music

Your music ministry will ring forth with beautiful 
sounds when it is based on the complete church 
music sources now available to you.

for teen choirs
The Youth Musician is especially suited to the 

voices of the youth in your choir. The 32-page music 
section has a variety of anthems and hymns selected 
for youth choirs such as yours. This teen music 
magazine offers other helps to your young people 
such as lesson material on theory and hymnody. 
Get The Youth Musician for $2.00 annually (4 
quarterly issues).

The Youth Musician is correlated with the ad­
ministration materials in The Church Musician, $5.00 
per year, 12 issues.

for 9- to 12-year choirs
The Junior Musician is the springboard for ac­

celerating your music program for this age group. 
True stories and fiction with a music theme, games, 
puzzles, cartoons, theory exercises, and a 16-page 
detachable music section present excellent music 
guides for older boys and girls. Workers with this 
age group will find The Junior Musician closely cor­
related with The Children’s Music Leader, described 
below. The Junior Musician, 52 pages, $1.75 per 
year (4 issues).

for 6- to 8-year choirs
Music for Primaries helps 6-, 7-, and 8-year-olds 

develop music ability and helps their parents see 
how important music is to children. This 36-page 
quarterly has simplified hymns and anthems to be

used in choir rehearsals and for special occasions in 
worship services. A special section for parents gives 
ideas for teaching music at home. With Music for 
Primaries for at-home use, the child's natural musi­
cal ability can develop quickly and easily. Get Music 
for Primaries for your young choir members, $1.50 
annually (4 issues, 36 pages each). Music for Pri­
maries is correlated with The Children's Music 
Leader, described below.

for leaders of children’s music
The Children’s Music Leader has 68 music-related 

pages to help leaders of pre-school, first through 
third grade, and junior age groups. You will find 
helps in organizing children’s choirs, developing 
good tone quality, beginning part singing, preparing 
for service participation, and stimulating listening 
and creative activities. The Children's Music Leader 
is closely correlated with The Junior Musician and 
Music for Primaries—just two more reasons you’ll 
want copies for each children’s music worker. Sub­
scribe to The Children’s Music Leader for $2.25 per 
year (4 issues, 68 pages).

The soundest, basis for your music program be­
gins with children’s choirs—boys and girls who 
become the leaders in your church and the mem­
bers of your adult choir. The complete curriculum 
of music materials on this page are the source for 
beginning your training and for carrying it through 
to adult participation.

Recordings are available for the music sections of 
The Youth Musician and The Junior Musician. Write 
about information on these when you send your order 
for the music magazines.

The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention
Church Literature Department •  127 Ninth Avenue, North •  Nashville, Tennessee 37203



THE EDITORIAL VIEW

Not Glamorous... Just Authentic
So Jim Dickson is dead.
You never heard of Jim Dickson? You are not 

alone. Many respectably informed people haven't. He 
wasn't the sort of celebrity whose name would get a 
knowing nod in Schenectady, or Tuscaloosa.

But, you see, the world, despite the shrinking that has 
been given to it by "707's" and Telstar, is still a pretty 
big place. You should go to Formosa! Thread your way 
through the narrow gorges and along the rushing rivers 
of the island's northeast mountains. Visit tribe after 
tribe of the Formosan aborigines. Ask them  about Jim 
Dickson. They'll tell you.

Or, go to Taipei. Make an appointment with the 
president of the Republic of China — perhaps have tea 
with him and his charming wife. Ask them  about Jim 
Dickson. They'll tell you.

The Reverend Doctor James I. Dickson — to pay him 
proper court — grew up a North Dakota cowboy. Con­
verted to Christ, he headed for Macalester College in 
Minnesota. Extracurricular activities sprang the tall, 
muscular, well coordinated young man loose in two 
directions: athletics and Christian youth work.

Oh, yes, Macalester did something else for him. It 
was there that he met — and later married — Lillian 
LeVesconte who, as "Lil" Dickson, was due to become, 
in some ways, more renowned than her distinguished 
husband.

After Princeton Seminary had given Jim its Bach­
elor of Divinity degree, he and his bride sailed away 
for Formosa under appointment by the Canadian Pres­
byterian Church. That was exactly forty years ago.

Most missionaries are versatile. They have to be. 
Jim Dickson has been versatility personified.

He has been the pioneer evangelist. His was a leading 
part in the remarkable breakthrough of the gospel 
among the aboriginal tribes who were still in the head­
hunting business when he landed on their island. The 
story of what happened between 1939 and 1945 — an 
interval when Formosa was without missionaries — has 
been told in his little book Stranger Than Fiction. 
When Jim returned to these mountain people after 
World War II he found not a handful of Christians but 
nearly 4000 of them.

He has been the church-builder. Take the phrase in 
both of its meanings — the structures and the con­
gregations. He designed and helped to construct many 
a building in which the sons and daughters of knife- 
wielding headhunters now sing the hymns of Christian 
love and grace. What the final totals were I am at a 
loss to say, but I know that by 1962 Jim had baptized 
more than 5000 believers.

He has been the Christian educator. He played a key 
role in establishing a Bible school at Hsinchu and the

Tribes Bible Institute at Hualien. His crowning educa­
tional achievement came with his presidency of the 
Taiwan Theological College, first located in Tamsui 
and later relocated on the heights overlooking Taipei
— one of the most commandingly beautiful sites in the 
Far East.

He has been the agent of social welfare. For perhaps 
a dozen years the official representative of the World 
Relief Commission of the National Association of 
Evangelicals (USA), he also repeatedly advised and 
assisted in the relief work of Church World Service 
and World Vision International.

He has been the ecumenist-advisor. I want that word 
"ecumenist," but I want it stripped of its confusing 
associations. I want it as the symbol of involvement 
with the Christian church universal. Jim Dickson was 
a Presbyterian, and a committed one. But Jim Dickson 
the Christian missionary was not, and never could he, 
a sectarian. Let me prove it.

Prior to the Communist take-over on China's main­
land, the Presbyterians had Formosa as their mission 
field — the British in the south, the Canadians in the 
north. When mission societies, forced to withdraw 
from the mainland, began redeploying their workers in 
Formosa, it was "Doctor Jim" to whom they most fre­
quently turned for advice and guidance. Some of them
— about a half-hundred in all — had less justification 
for coming than others, but generally they received a 
right royal welcome from the man who by now, where 
the Christian community was concerned, was "Mr. 
Formosa."

Furthermore, at the peak — if it wasn't the peak, it 
should have been! — Jim was sitting on 57 boards and 
committees. He was chairman of a slew of them.

He was in the United States when the medical ex­
aminer quietly explained what was happening to him. 
A killer was at work, of the type that leaves medical 
science nearly helpless. Calmly the farewells were 
spoken in the USA and in Canada. And back to the 
"Beautiful Island" — so the Portuguese discoverers 
called it —went the cowboy-athlete-missionary who 
felt far more at home in Taipei than in Toronto.

Made as comfortable as possible in his old home on 
the lofty premises of the seminary he had founded, 
Jim wrote to his friends in North America: "This is the 
most beautiful spot on which I have ever lived." He 
meant it. But he didn't live there long — not this time.

Jim Dickson dead? Not a bit of it. "Old soldiers" of 
Christ "never die," nor do they "fade away." They 
belong to the "land that is fairer than day." They 
youthfully live and zestfully serve where time's tooth 
has no bite and death's dart no sting.

That's where you'll find Jim Dickson! PSR
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THE EDITORIAL VIEW

Arab and Jew: A  Missionary Kef lection
Consider this scene:
It was last June. The Israeli-Arab war was in all of the 

headlines. A colleague of mine was having lunch with 
two Christian friends. To them he put the question: 
Suppose a Jew and an Arab were to enter the room. 
Would you as a Christian feel that God has more love 
for one than for the other? One replied No. The other 
said that God would have greater love for the Israeli.

How Christian is that answer?
Or this:
The day after the cease-fire went into effect I was 

riding with a Christian brother in his car. He was 
thrilled by Israel's victory over the Arabs. He said that 
the swift and overwhelming way in which Israel 
crushed the Arabs reminded him of the manner in 
which God gave victory to the children of Israel in 
Joshua's and in David's day. It was implied that since 
God was for the Israelis and against the Arabs, the vic­
tory of the Israelis was a forgone conclusion.

Responsible interpretation
How biblical is this thinking? Is it emotionally con­

ditioned or is it well grounded theologically? Also, does 
it rest, so far as the relevant Scriptures are concerned, 
in a clear and undisputed exegesis of those Scriptures?

To go back to the first World War, was the Balfour 
Declaration of the British government, which came out 
openly in favor of a "national home for the Jewish 
people," politically defensible because Israel's return to 
Palestine was predicted in Holy Scripture? If so, one of 
the Scriptures to be cited would be Genesis 15:18, 
which tells us that "the Lord made a covenant with 
Abraham, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this 
land."

But immediately there are problems. If we take this 
literally and unconditionally, then the Arabs, who also 
are of the "seed" of Abraham, can lay claim to the 
"land." Yet such a conclusion, we are reminded, is 
forbidden by Genesis 21:12, "In Isaac shall thy seed be 
called." Correct. But the moment that this is seen and 
acknowledged, we have made a concession. We have 
conceded that the original promise was not exactly 
literal, but only qualifiedly so. For if the line of inheri­
tance, with respect to the "land," is now to be re­
stricted to Isaac, then not only Ishmael byt five other 
sons of Abraham, who were born after Isaac, are to be 
stricken from the "seed" roll.

Nor is this all. Isaac's brother Esau was as much the 
"seed" of Abraham as Isaac himself. Yet he is excluded 
from the promise of a share in the "land." But this 
exclusion, we are told, is to be understood in the light 
of Genesis 25:34, where we are informed that "Esau 
despised his birthright," selling it away for a "mess of 
pottage." Difficulties, however, are not so easily re­
solved. For if this be the case, then the promise made

to Abraham is not, as we have seen, exactly literal, nor 
is it absolutely unconditional.

Perplexing distinction
As for St. Paul's word in Romans 9:13, "Jacob I loved, 

but Esau I hated," it appears in a context in which 
God's sovereignty over history is being treated, and 
that always calls upon us to remove our shoes since 
we are in the presence of holy mysteries. Let two things 
be affirmed with confidence: (1 ) that the verbs "loved" 
and "hated," far from having the emotional overtones 
appropriate to fallen man, have the force of "accepted" 
and "rejected"; and (2 ) that what is primarily in the 
apostle's view is not God’s merciful offer of saving 
grace but God’s sovereign right to select for service.

By His own choice and for His own glory, God chose 
to work through the Isaac line in raising up a people 
whose singular service would be to say to the whole 
world of idolatry, "The Lord our God is one Lord, and 
him only shalt thou worship."

The same parallel does not prevail, however, with 
respect to the second form of service for which Esau 
was rejected and Isaac selected. "The Deliverer will 
come from Zion," St. Paul declares in Romans 11:26. 
It was from the Isaac-Israel line of Abraham's "seed" 
that the Hebrew Messiah and the world's Redeemer 
was to come.

Through her leaders Israel rejected Christ as the 
Messiah. The result has been both melancholy and 
merciful: melancholy because of the long-continued 
refusal of most members of the Jewish community to 
confess Christ as Son of God, Lord of glory, and Savior 
of men; merciful because, within the new covenant 
of grace and within the ample fold of the Christian 
church, there is a place for all the sons and daughters 
of Israel who will confess the saving action of God in 
the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Undiscriminating obligation
The evangelistic and missionary dimension of this 

truth should be apparent, though it is not always so in 
fact. The new covenant of grace is open to all — Jew, 
Arab, Gentile. The love of God that blazes like a tower­
ing beacon from the cross of Calvary is offered to all. 
It is as accessible to Arabs as to Jews.

And if Jews corporately have a large place in God's 
future purpose, let not Christians think that they or 
their political leaders are appointed to help the Al­
mighty carry out His purposes. Our task is to provide 
for Jews and Arabs alike a living demonstration of that 
respect we should give them as fellow creatures of God 
and that love we owe them under the compulsion of 
Calvary.

At the cross the ground is level. "There is no differ­
ence!" PSRI
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