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W hile  th e  ed ito rs  are  responsib le  fo r  the  
con ten ts  o f  W orld  V is ion  M agazine, i t  does 
n o t fo llo w  th a t v ie w po in ts  expressed by 
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th e  ed ito rs  o r  W orld  V is ion  In te rna tio na l.

Hong Kong-. City o f Extremes



b y  D a v id  M . A d e n e y  \

l o r o n g  Kong. City of extremes.
An island of relative stability surrounded by I 

swirling waters of political and ideological conflict.
A  sphere of religious freedom situated on the border ] 

of China where 650 million persons are largely with- : 
out the knowledge of the truth that is Christ.

A city where dedicated Christians who have escaped ] 
from the rule of com m unism  in China, who have ex- J 
perienced suffering because of their faith, who know ‘ 
the reality of a sacrificial Christian fellowship, see the 1 
church as terribly easygoing at a period in history j

A son of missionary parents, David Adeney began mission work! 
in 1934 when he entered China under China Inland Mission /or J 
a seven year term. He lived for more than a year in Shangham 
when it was under Communist rule and departed the city in 1950.M 
At present he travels throughout the Far East as associate generalm 
secretary o f International Fellowship o f Evangelical Students. MrM 
Adeney is author o f the book,The Unchanging Commission.
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when time for the Gospel is running out for Chinese 
seeking truth on the mainland.

The message of Christ is preached every day in 
m any different kinds of surroundings, but the answer 
of the workingman in Hong Kong when confronted 
with the Gospel is "M uh iu gongfu (I have no tim e)."

The church in this city of contrasts has had little 
im pact on the people, but there are other forms of 
ministry which demonstrate continuing growth: the 
work that goes on in schools, hospitals and relief pro­
grams. Devout Christians demonstrate their faith by 
giving their talents and energies to these ministries 
as well as to witnessing through conversation and 
instruction.

Though Hong Kong has a m uch larger percentage 
of Christians than most other Asian cities, vast num ­
bers still know nothing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Outside the door leading to a luxurious apartment, 
incense sticks m ay be seen burning before a tablet 
dedicated to the god of wealth. The goddess of mercy 
is worshipped in thousands of homes, and Buddhist 
priests are frequently seen performing funeral rites.

Among those working in business offices, in the 
cotton mills or in factories making everything from 
plastic flowers to electronics goods, there are many 
who have no use for any religion. A few may adopt a 
m ilitant materialistic philosophy, but for the most 
part they are only concerned about their daily bread.

Only a small proportion of the large missionary 
force in Hong Kong is actively engaged in local 
churches and evangelistic work. M any are teaching in 
schools, serving in hospitals or relief agencies or in 
administrative work. Some make Hong Kong the cen­
ter for various ministries that reach out to the whole

W O R L D  V IS IO N  M A G A Z IN E / N O V E M B E R  1 9 6 6



of the Far East.
Having one of the most modern airports in the 

world and being a free port with few immigration 
problems, Hong Kong is an ideal communications 
center. Its excellent facilities for printing and publish­
ing attract many who have the vision to provide Chris­
tian literature for the Chinese speaking world. Maga­
zines like The Lighthouse go to almost every country 
in the world where Chinese communities are to be 
found. Books published by the Christian Witness Press 
and other evangelical organizations supply the needs 
of hundreds of Chinese churches on the perimeter of 
the great Asian mainland.

Magnificent hotels and luxury apartments form the 
skyline of downtown Hong Kong while on the moun­
tainside above, tens of thousands live in flimsy shacks 
which are frequently destroyed by fire or water.

Even the climate produces contrasts. Two years ago 
prolonged drought resulted in a water shortage. Dwin­
dling supplies in reservoirs had to be drastically ra­
tioned. For several months water was turned on in 
homes only for a three hour period once every four 
days.

As this is written the problem now is too m uch  
water. A  steady downpour has continued for days with 
only an occasional letup. Yesterday 15 inches of rain 
fell in a 24 hour period with four inches concentrated  
in one hour. The steep roads on Hong Kong island 
became raging torrents. Buildings collapsed. In some 
places as many as 70 cars were piled up like toys on 
top of each other having been swept down the m oun­
tainside.

The more than 60 dead and over 5000 homeless in­
cluded not only poor refugees but also Europeans and 
wealthy Chinese. The deputy director of education  
was crushed in his car by a landslide.

During the typhoon season the people in shacks 
usually suffer most, but during the June floods tower­
ing skyscrapers and university residences were under­
mined by the raging waters.

Hong Kong's beautiful harbor filled with m erchant 
ships from m any nations is a haven also for a large 
fleet of smaller ships and for junks flying the Red 
Chinese flag. Their trade with Canton contributes to 
the 300 million dollars a year which China earns for 
trade passing through Hong Kong.

In the city, Comm unist banks, schools, shops and 
newspapers are m uch in evidence. But in the great re­
settlement areas hundreds of seven story "H " blocks, 
each housing 2500 people, are festooned on holidays 
with the Nationalist flags of Free China.

M any of those who throng the streets are escapees 
from China. Over half the people of Hong Kong come 
from outside and are practically stateless—they possess 
a Certificate of Identification but no passport. M any  
crossed the border illegally, often traveling via the Por­
tuguese colony of Macao.

To the tourist, Hong Kong appears orderly and beau­
tiful. But under the surface there is m uch political 
intrigue and underground activity. Hong Kong is a

center for drug traffic. Recently the narcotics squad 
seized over two tons of opium and morphine—a world 
record for a single haul.

Christian witness takes many and varied forms in 
this fast growing metropolis. The city throbs with the 
struggle for survival of the poor who work long hours 
in the great textile factories or little cottage indus­
tries, and with the rivalry of businessmen seeking the 
wealth that will enable them to rent a luxury apart­
m ent or send their sons overseas.

A Japanese elevator carries a group of Christian 
businessmen to a hotel dining room  for their weekly 
meeting. A  few miles away, workers in a resettlement 
area climb seven flights of stairs to a meeting in a 
church-operated rooftop school.

In a room adjoining a Christian bookshop in the 
m ain shopping area of Kowloon a group of young 
people m eet to plan a program to be recorded in a 
Hong Kong studio and later broadcast into China.

Tw enty miles away an evangelist preaches in a 
country chapel close to the Chinese border.

Six hundred high school students representing Chris­
tian fellowships in 30 or 40 schools gather with their 
friends for an evangelistic meeting in the beautiful 
auditorium of a large city church.

Preaching in the ‘Walled City’
Some of them  come from comfortable homes a few 

blocks from w hat was formerly the old walled city, a 
hideout for dope addicts and prostitutes. The sound 
of children singing the praises of Jesus now comes 
from a building in the middle of this rabbit warren of 
narrow filthy streets. A  nineteenth century treaty 
exempted this area from British jurisdiction, and only 
in recent years have the police been able to enter. Sac­
rificial work of Chinese and W estern servants of the 
living God has brought life and hope to m any children 
who otherwise would be illiterate and undernourished.

Early in the morning, the London style double- 
decker red buses are filled to capacity with school 
children. M ost of them  wear school uniforms, and 
m any are going to Christian schools run by Anglicans, 
Baptists, Methodists, Lutherans, interdenominational 
groups or Roman Catholics.

In m any schools classes m ay end at one o'clock, and 
a different group of children and teachers will take 
over the building for the afternoon session.

M any attend Scripture classes. Through church 
young peoples' groups, interschool evangelistic rallies 
or meetings of the School Christian U nion some will 
com e to a knowledge of new life in Christ. But Chris­
tian schools do not always have the best Christian 
groups. Sometimes the witness of the Christian Fellow­
ship in one of the large government schools seems 
more vital than that of their counterparts in church- 
related institutions. I I

Only a small percentage of those who graduate will 
be able to enter Hong Kong University or the new 
Chinese University. The Christian Association, affili­
ated with the Student Union in Hong Kong University,
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I has 140 members. Every Friday evening one of the 
I  engineering lecture rooms will be crowded with Chris- 
1 tian students listening to a message given by a Chris- 
I  tian professor, local pastor or missionary.

After graduation m any will join the Graduate Chris- 
I tian Fellowship which meets in the Evangelical Read- 
I ing Room, and those who become teachers will often 
1 serve as sponsors for a School Christian Fellowship or 
I as counselors in sum m er conferences. Some will teach 
I in the Baptist College or at one of the mission schools, 
1 while others will join the evangelistic team which  
I visits the "Children's G arden" where hundreds of or- 
1 phaned children find a hom e and education.

A good proportion of Christians in Hong Kong U ni­
versity become doctors, and there is a strong witness 
in the great governm ent hospitals. Visit the new 1300- 
bed Queen Elizabeth Hospital where a large group of 
Christians m eet every week. In the nurses' residence 
they listen to reports from  Christian nurses and doc­
tors concerning patients who have received spiritual 
healing during an evangelistic meeting held in one of 
the hospital lecture rooms or through the personal wit­
ness of one of the staff members.

M any of Hong Kong's sick people, including great 
numbers of TB patients from overcrowded tenements, 
find relief in mission hospitals, clinics and sanatoria. 
It is a far cry from the Queen Elizabeth or Queen Mary 
Hospital with their great modern buildings to a small 
clinic above a church nursery where a Christian In­
dian doctor ministers to people from a large nearby 
housing estate which has grown up during the past 
few years. Twice a week a missionary doctor brings a 
team  from the beautiful Haven of Hope TB Sana­
torium for a follow-up clinic for discharged patients.

Among other specialized medical ministries under­
taken by the church in Hong Kong is the well known 
leprosarium on Hay Ling Chau where hundreds of 
lepers have been rehabilitated. Many of them become 
Christians during their stay on the island.

Many people carry Bibles
Ride the buses and harbor ferries on Sunday morn­

ing, and you will notice many people carrying Bibles. 
They are going to a great variety of churches. The
250,000 who make up the Protestant community (a 
similar number are to be found in the Roman Catho­
lic church) worship in almost 400 different buildings: 
an English style Anglican cathedral, a Lutheran church  
with the architecture of a Buddhist temple, large well 
equipped auditoriums surrounded by Sunday school 
rooms and church offices. And then a multitude of 
smaller congregations, number between 50 and 200 
each, m eet in apartments remodeled to meet their 
needs.

Even among the shacks on the hillsides there are 
little wooden churches, perhaps started by a group of 
young people seeking for a "mission field." Other 
churches are specially for the boat people who live all 
their life on the junks and sampans. Almost all the 
local churches are self supporting, though foreign 
funds are wisely used in institutional and relief work.

Yet even Christians seem affected by the material­
ism that pervades every part of life in Hong Kong. 
They often find that though people in Hong Kong are 
free to think and speak as they choose, the blatant 
immorality, the inequalities and the selfish indiffer­
ence to the needs of multitudes of poor people indicate 
that the free world m ay be just as liable as the Com­
m unist society to incur the judgment of God.

There is an urgent need both for revival in the 
church in Hong Kong and for the training of a nucleus 
of devoted and disciplined Christians who will be 
ready to enter China when the door opens again or to 
go to other Asian countries. For this reason the work 
of the various seminaries and Bible schools is essential.

Parental pressure often makes it difficult for the 
graduates of schools and universities to give up the 
prospect of a well paid job and devote their lives to 
the preaching of the Gospel. But if the church in Hong 
Kong is to fulfill God's purpose for it in this genera­
tion, it must send forth the very best into sacrificial 
service. This alone will convince men and women of 
Asia that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God. |||
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The
Missionary

Report:

FACT
OR

FACADE?
by Aulden D. Goble

T O  emember, they aren't interested in facts. Just 
make it a good story!" This rather cynical remark  

cam e from a veteran missionary after some 40 years of 
experience and hundreds of furlough talks.

As missionaries of the church of Jesus Christ we 
pride ourselves on being conveyors of the truth—the 
truth that sets men free.

But when missionary reporting and particularly mis­
sionary letter writing relate overseas experience to the 
life of the church at home, how m uch care is given to
Dr. Aulden D. Coble has been director o f the Spanish Language 
Institute, Costa Rica, for the past seven years. Before this assign­
ment, Dr. and Mrs. Coble served in Colombia, South America, 
directing the Normal School and Bible Institute o f the Presby­
terian Church. The couple entered mission work in 1942 after a 
three.year pastorate in Illinois.

reporting "the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth?" Are mission reports more facade than fact?

Perhaps an even deeper question should be formu­
lated: how m uch does the church really w ant the truth 
—all of it—and nothing but the truth?

The church at hom e carries on its usual program in 
an ordinary community. To create interest in its mis­
sions overseas it wants stories and accounts of the 
exotic and unusual. M any Christians w ant "their" 
dollars to do sensational things in the mission field. 
They give m uch more freely when they get the kind 
of reporting which feeds this need for identification 
with a markedly exciting investment of their dollar 
overseas. These Christians have not yet grown out of 
the era in which the missionary was romanticized for
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leaving his homeland and for making a great sacrifice 
by burying himself in some far corner of the earth.

A symbol of the romantic?

As a representative of these churches and Chris­
tians, the missionary must fulfill a role by being for 
his senders and his supporters a symbol of the unusual 
and the rom antic with which they can identify. If he 
does not succeed, his support may diminish.

How does this affect the missionary?
1. It causes him  to enlarge upon little things until 

they become im portant enough to make a fine sound­
ing paragraph in a prayer letter.

2. It causes him  to he unrealistic. His normal life has 
its hum drum  aspects, its periods of disillusionment, 
but he dare not reveal or dwell on these at any length.

3. It causes him  to grasp at the sensational, which 
happens only rarely, and write it up (perhaps unin­
tentionally) so it is portrayed as typical and as every­
day routine.

How can one m eet the demands of supporters for 
prayer letter m aterial or for dramatic information to 
be used in a furlough speaking schedule? The answer 
to this question ought to provide excellent opportu­
nity for missionaries—by their use of honest and fact­
ual reporting—to help their supporters become good 
stewards even though their missionary's letters talk of 
life's reality as he finds it.

It seems that unless the missionary's letters and 
speeches are hair raising, they have little value for 
fund raising. Missionaries themselves can be blamed 
for this. They sometimes seem to cultivate this atti­
tude instead of correcting it.

It has been m y experience to speak to church groups 
in Am erica about their participation in the prepara­
tion of Colombian teachers and evangelists. These 
were Bible institute and norm al school students who 
needed help in the form of buildings and scholarships. 
It was a prosaic need, although a m atter of strategic 
im portance for church growth.

A t the same tim e I also reported on Christians suf­
fering with Hansen's disease in the great colony at 
Agua de Dios in central Colombia. The latter was 
something little known and dreaded, and it caught the 
sympathy and opened the purses of American Chris­
tians immediately.

Real honesty on our part demanded emphasis on 
the more prosaic yet far m ore strategic Bible institute 
needs. The tem ptation was to not tell the truth—to 
build our appeal on the emotional response to the lep­
rosy story.

Danger of dishonest reporting
A  situation like this presents the missionary with 

the real danger of dishonest reporting.
Several years ago the Spanish Language Institute 

students spent a Saturday morning at the luxurious 
Ojo de Agua swimming pool and recreation park a 
dozen miles from San Jose. A new student spied a 
tumbledown, abandoned, mud-walled, thatch-roofed

house. He climbed a bank and scaled a fence to get 
various pictures of the uninhabited wreck. W e have 
wondered since that day how often those photos have 
depicted "life in Costa Rica."

Another missionary student was visited by his par­
ents. They photographed a tiny unpretentious drug­
store, street corner vendors, the most rundown little 
corner food stores they could find. Upon return home 
they spoke of these primitive places in which their 
missionary children were forced to buy, not even im­
plying that San Jose has the finest large stores and a 
modern downtown shopping area.

A visiting secretary from a large and powerful mis­
sion board knocked at our door one Sunday morning 
for the purpose of meeting us and adding our photo 
to slides which were to document his trip into Central 
America. As we posed in front of our rather modem  
rented house he suddenly asked us to move to a place 
where only green plants would form the background.

"T h at modern house would not be appropriate," he 
explained. "People expect missionaries to live in some 
kind of rather primitive dwelling."

These are cases of irresponsible, sensational report­
ing—to maintain the romantic image of the mission­
ary. In the midst of Costa Rica's recent presidential 
campaign, letters went out from missionary students 
playing up the dangers and the possibility of revolu­
tion, with the missionary in a rough spot—only deliv­
ered because he was the Lord's emissary. Few Costa 
Rican Christians who saw this kind of writing were 
amused. The fact is that things were exceptionally 
calm and no missionary was ever in any danger of any 
kind.

The odd and the sensational may make wonderful 
incidents to tell about, but it is not honest to portray 
them as the norm. A veteran of half a life in Africa 
drove two prominent board secretaries along a road 
teeming with people. A dramatic incident occurred— 
something the missionary had never seen before in his 
years of service. During the rest of the day he took 
m any opportunities to try to undo the thinking he 
knew was taking place in the minds of his two friends 
—and which would almost certainly develop into board 
secretary speeches back home portraying this strange 
and unrepeated incident as typical of life in that 
country.

Sheer misrepresentation
One of the most common ways for missionaries to 

dodge the truth is by sheer misrepresentation. One let­
ter stated that here in Costa Rica there were only two 
resident missionary families to proclaim the Gospel. 
How were the supporters to know that the Gospel has 
been proclaimed here for 75 years, that there are many 
dozens of organized evangelical churches in the coun­
try, that there are nearly 200 resident missionaries, and 
that there is an evangelical community of over 35,000 
in Costa Rica? In this case he failed at one "small" 
point. He did not say "our mission" has only two 
families. Continued on page 28
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issionary recruits are few and far between these 
days. But why? Mission leaders differ on the 

answer.
The reason I hear most frequently is that today's 

young people are not prepared for the sacrifice in­
volved in missionary service. The Peace Corps ex­
plodes that fallacy. Every year I counsel with hundreds 
of young people concerning missionary service and 
I do not believe that they are incapable of sacrifice. 
M any are confused, but few are disobedient.

I see huge attendances at student missionary con­
ferences, and hundreds sign missionary decision cards 
annually. Every student conference that I have ad­
dressed in the past year has seen me return with a 
batch of missionary decision cards. Significantly, most 
sign to say they are willing to go but do not know if it 
is God's will for them. W e see enormous interest but 
little missionary assurance.

Young people are puzzled
I believe that m ost of these young people are honest 

with God and w ith themselves, but they are puzzled 
as to where and how they should serve the Lord. This 
confusion has developed as a result of m any factors.

Two days ago I received a letter from a student tell­
ing me that because missionary work was now in­
digenous there is no need for missionaries from Am er­
ica to preach and teach.

Political instability and visa problems have com ­
pounded this problem. M any young people have lived 
and studied with students from abroad who are hostile 
enough to missionaries to give the impression that 
missionaries are no longer welcomed abroad.

All these factors and m any others are real and need 
attention, but I believe that the reason for the lack of 
recruits is deeper and more far reaching than this.

If students are willing to go but do not receive a call, 
it would indicate one of two things:

1. God is not calling them.
2. He m ay be calling them, but they do not recog­

nize the call when they hear it.

Is God calling for more recruits?
A survey made by the Missionary Department of 

Inter-Varsity some months ago indicates that there are 
openings for 5904 new missionaries. These figures were

T he Rev. Eric S. Fife is missionary director o f Inter-Varsity Chris­
tian Fellowship. In that capacity he is a frequent speaker at 
student conferences across the United States and Canada. He is 
also the author of two hooks, Man's Peace God's Glory and Mis­
sions in Crisis.

arrived at by writing to mission societies in North 
America and asking for lists of their personnel needs.

In honesty we must admit that these societies may 
not know the mind of God. Our source of priority for 
w hat we think we need is not always what God knows 
we need. Some students would be more impressed if 
these figures came from the church in a foreign coun­
try rather than from an American missionary working 
in that country.

Missionary leadership has usually been exercised by 
colonial nations, but we must recognize that with the 
end of the colonial era that pattern has been broken. 
Increasingly, younger churches are sending out their 
own missionaries. This, of course, is what we have 
longed to see for years.

If this trend continues long enough and far enough 
so that we learn to accept such missionaries as having 
m uch to teach us in North America and Britain, the 
time m ay come when the word "missionary" is free 
from the overtones of superiority and paternalism that 
afflict it in many parts of the world today.

Nevertheless, responsible leaders of churches in 
other lands make it clear that the church in North 
America has resources of men, methods and money 
that are needed throughout the world if the Gospel is 
to be preached to all nations.

In the light of these facts it seems that it is the will 
of God to Call out young Americans for missionary 
service and to call them out in greater numbers than 
have gone in recent years. The world needs this min­
istry and the church in America needs this if she is to 
retain her vitality and fulfill the commission entrusted 
to her by Jesus Christ.

Some may say "Missionary go hom e," but God says 
"Leave hom e," and we ignore it at our peril.

Is today’s missionary call too quiet?
W e have in North America today thousands of 

young people who are completely willing to be mis­
sionaries but are Waiting for God's call—and for many 
of them the call never comes.

Sometimes this is because God wills for them to stay 
at home. But sometimes it may be because we have 
encouraged them to expect a call that is more super­
natural than God intends.

One movement greatly used of God to call thou­
sands of students to missionary service at one of the 
greatest periods of expansion in the history of the 
church placed great emphasis upon tire word "volun­
teer" to the extent of using it in their name: the Stu-

Continned on page 28
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Prayer-Planned 
Parenthood

I by  ## . ## . Savage

S ometimes I am asked, "How does it 
feel to have all your children in 

missionary activity?"
I always reply, "It feels mighty good, 

because it proves that God answers 
prayer."

There is often another question, 
"Are there any rules to be followed by 
parents to guarantee that their chil­
dren will become missionaries?"

O f course, the answer is "N o ." We 
realize that many parents are just as 
dedicated and consecrated as we have 
been, yet they have seen a son or a 
daughter drift into a life that brings 
heartbreak to those who love them. 
Our two sons and our daughter are 
missionaries in South America.

I wish there were a cut-and-dried 
formula for guaranteeing all Christian 
parents that their children will devote 
their lives to the service of Christ, but 
if there is, I'm  afraid I cannot discover 
it. My wife and I can only say that our 
children's decision to give their lives 
to Christ seems to be fulfillment of 
God directed prayerful parenthood.

W e believe that there are certain 
conditions which can contribute greatly 
to the desired result. In this article I 
would like to share them.

Each child was prayed for and com­
mitted to the Lord before conception.

If conception takes place as a mere 
physical act, with no thought of the 
desired results, the offspring of such an 
act starts life without a purpose.

For a Christian, the physical act that 
brings a new life into the world should 
be a holy and consecrated moment. 
For a Christian, "planned parenthood" 
should mean infinitely more than a 
quest for the proper procedure. (The 
term itself is meaningless, because it 
really refers to "planned non parent­
hood.") But "planned parenthood" is, 
we believe, a God required "m ust" for 
those who want their families to be 
devoted to God Almighty.

If prayer surrounds the beginning of 
life, it must also surround the continu­
ation of life, both before and after 
birth.

If "faith without works is dead," so 
"prayer without participation is dead." 
To pray and then fail to provide a 
channel for the answers to prayer is 
indeed foolish. In the miracles of Jesus 
He never used the supernatural to ac­
complish what could be done through 
the natural.

T h e  m ost accessible channel for 
many Christians is the home. As pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of Pontiac, 
Michigan, I welcomed visiting mis­
sionary speakers and encouraged mis-

Dr. H. H. Savage, author of four books, 
and numerous magazine articles, is past 
president o f the Conservative Baptist For­
eign Mission Society and founder o f the 
Maranatha Bible and Missionary Confer­
ence. Dr. Savage served as a pastor in Wis­
consin from 1911 to 1923 and as pastor of 
the First Baptist Church o f Pontiac, Mich­
igan for 38 years.

sionary conferences as a part of our 
church program. At every opportunity 
we entertained missionaries in our own 
home. For a Christian home, a most 
rewarding experience is to have grow­
ing children brought into contact with 
men and women who possess a world­
wide vision of service. The geographi­
cal and sociological information alone 
is tremendously worthwhile.

Mrs. Reuben Larson, of radio station 
HCJB in Quito, Ecuador, had a great 
part in leading our daughter to dedi­
cate her life to missionary work in 
South America when she was just six 
years of age. It was a dedication from 
which she did not veer.

As I listen to testimonies of other 
missionaries in regard to the way God 
led them, there is almost always some 
missionary personality involved.

Altogether too many Christian par­
ents are wanting their children to be­
come a success in some secular activity 
that has monetary reward. And too 
many who piously claim some other 
interest are terribly disappointed when 
their children do not go after the al­
mighty dollar.

Never discuss church problems
We never discussed in the hearing 

of our children any of the problems 
that occasionally arose in the church. 
W hat they knew, as far as the con­
versation of their parents was con- 

Continued on page 29
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CRITICAL 
BALANCE [ 

IN
TODAY’S

MISSION
by A. J. Dain



PLANNING WORLD EVANGELISM IN THIS MODERN DAY DE­
MANDS CAREFUL ASSESSMENT OF THESE SEVEN TRENDS

he church began as a tiny minority. 
It has lived and survived as a mi­

nority.
W hile we must not deny the com­

parative failure of the church today in 
its evangelistic outreach, we must not 
reject the eternal Gospel because the 
masses are not being won for Christ.

Missionary strategy must focus at­
tention on seven important trends in 
the modem world.

1 . Exploding world population has 
done away with the facile optimism of 
a day that spoke of evangelizing the 
world in  this generation. W ith the 
notable exception of South America, 
Protestant churches of the world are 
falling farther and farther behind in 
relation to world population.

In our constant reference to the 
world's millions we need to recover a 
sense of the dignity and value of the 
individual human soul. In the secular 
world we see the constant drift in the 
other direction—toward depersonalizing 
the individual until he becomes a ci­
pher instead of a soul for whom Christ 
died.

W hile rejoicing in every technical 
advance that has brought the whole 
gamut of audiovisual aids to the ser­
vice of the Gospel, I believe we must 
beware of overemphasis on the use of 
mass media and all impersonal methods 
of evangelism. Any preaching of the 
Gospel which fails to contain at some 
point the self giving of the missionary 
is in some measure inadequate and 
incomplete.

Nationalism is factor
2 .  Nationalism is a second factor and 

missionary society, fellowship or board, 
one which arises in some measure out 
of the first. Closely linked with the 
emerging independent nations of Asia 
and Africa and their newly won free­
dom is a revolt against the West. While 
these nations rush headlong into edu­
cational programs designed to bring 
about industrial revolutions and tech­
nological advances which come from 
the West, they emphatically reject any 
idea of Western superiority. We cannot 
ex p e ct b e lie v e rs  in  our n a tio n a l 
churches to be unaffected by the en­
vironment and influences of which 
they are a part.

As individuals we are called to an 
ever deepening and costly identifica­
tion. This demands above all a hu­
mility in which our normal arrogance 
and pride of race is eliminated. The 
problem, however, goes far beyond the 
personal witness and identification of 
the individual missionary. It must be 
exemplified in the basic strategy of the

The nationalism of Asia, Africa and 
South America must be confronted by 
the internationalism or supranational- 
ism of the Christian church. In denom­
inational missions this will take the 
shape of fully autonomous national 
churches. Increasingly, missionaries 
will serve under national leadership, 
wholly identified with their church 
and yet retaining a vital link with the 
sending body at home.

In the case of interdenominational 
societies I believe that this must spell 
the end on the field, in Asia or Africa 
or South America, of the purely West­
ern missionary organization. This pat­
tern of control, governed by New York 
or London or a group of expatriate mis­
sionary executives in Tokyo, Singapore, 
Delhi or Nairobi, is doomed.

Religious resurgence

3 . Religious resurgence is another 
trend which we must take into ac­
count. The revival of Hinduism, Bud­
dhism, Shintoism and other non- 
Christian religions constitutes a call to 
the missionary candidate while in 
training and to the missionary in his 
early years of service for sympathetic 
and disciplined study of these religions. 
Most current texts on comparative 
religions are decades out of date and 
can be actually misleading.

This study must be undertaken with 
a view to acquiring essentially Chris­
tian insights for a clear and unequiv­
ocal presentation of the exclusive 
claims of the Christian Gospel. So 
much study of comparative religion 
has led to the spread of two major 
heresies—universalism and syncretism.

The Right Rev. A. ]. Dain, former general 
secretary of Bible and Medical Missionary 
Fellowship, now serves as Bishop Coadju­
tor o f Sydney in the Anglican Church of 
Australia. He has served also as overseas 
secretary o f the Evangelical Alliance in 
Britain and as federal secretary o f the 
Church Missionary Society o f Australia 
and Tasmania.

I believe there must be a significant 
move from defense to attack. We must 
reaffirm the biblical truths of the 
lost state of the world and the power 
of the Gospel to transform individuals 
and communities.

4. We come now to the vitally im­
portant subject of the church. We are 
thinking here primarily of the national 
church and of the local congregations 
making up that church. The only truly 
permanent thing in any Asian or Afri­
can country is the local church. All 
missionary work, of whatever form, 
must directly or indirectly lead to the 
establishing of strong local churches 
under trained leadership possessing 
evangelistic zeal.

But what of the situation facing 
many interdenominational mission so­
cieties in Asia and Africa, namely the 
existence of large national churches 
numbering hundreds of thousands of 
adherents, the majority of whom, as in 
our own churches, are only nominal in 
their faith? Here I would plead for an 
identification with and a ministry to 
these churches.

The nominal state of these churches 
constitutes one of the major challenges 
to missionary effort today. Liberal in­
fluences in their leadership and par­
ticularly in their theological colleges 
have proved effective barriers to our 
service and fellowship with them. 
Party strife and grave moral sins in the 
church at Corinth were no barrier to 
Paul's concern for and ministry to that 
church. For far too long, many evangel­
icals have gathered their skirts around 
them in order to avoid contamination 
from such churches.

Ecumenical movement
5 . The ecumenical movement is one 

of the most far reaching influences in 
the total life of the world church. We 
all rejoice in every movement of the 
Spirit of God that leads the people of 
God into a deeper unity. At the same 
time, evangelical apprehensions of sev­
eral aspects of ecumenicity remain. 
While recognizing the sincerity of 
devout supporters of ecumenicity, I 
feel that there are certain serious mis­
conceptions resulting from current ecu­
menical propaganda.

One of the most important of these 
affecting our own strategy is the belief
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that organic union will inevitably lead 
to spiritual renewal and a release of 
evangelistic zeal among the uniting 
churches. There is no evidence what­
ever to support this belief.

A recent frank survey published by 
the Church of South India freely ad­
mits that it just has not happened in 
CSI. United Church of Canada after 25 
years of union had far fewer mission­
aries than the three uniting churches 
had at the time of the union. This loss 
of missionary strength occurred when 
most other North American churches 
were doubling their missionary forces.

We must look elsewhere for true spir­
itual renewal. In particular, we must 
support and strengthen all voluntary 
evangelical agencies which contribute 
directly to this end, such as Scripture 
Union, Inter-Varsity and the conven­
tion movement.

Missionary society and the church
6. We must consider the relation­

ship of the missionary society to the 
church.

W e are all familiar with the two 
extremes of missionary policy in this 
area. On the one hand is the ideal of 
the truly indigenous church in which 
full responsibility has been surrendered 
by the overseas mission and the per­
sonnel and funds wholly integrated 
within it.

On the other hand is traditional pa­
ternalism which keeps all missionary 
activity under foreign control. Many 
churches and societies which advocate 
the former in fact practice the latter.

It is my own conviction that there 
must continue to be a via  m ed ia  be­
tween these two poles. Paternalism is 
out of the question in the political 
climate of today. However, I would 
equally oppose the total absorption of 
"missions" by "church."

7 .  Perhaps one of the most pressing 
problems facing missionary societies 
and the national church today is the 
role of institutions in the contemporary 
scene. In many countries the colonial 
era was preeminently the period of 
mission institutions. Famines led to 
establishment of orphanages, lack of 
medical facilities to establishment of 
hospitals, lack of educational facilities 
to establishment of schools.

Founders of these institutions, who 
courageously pioneered in these fields, 
in ten d ed  th ese  in s titu tio n s  to be 
spheres of evangelism and Christian 
teaching. Today the majority of these 
institutions have already been taken 
over by appropriate government agen­

cies, and it is probably only a matter! 
of time before many more are similarly 
transferred.

Speaking in general terms of all in­
stitutions maintained by missions or 
churches, it is possible to suggest cer-j 
tain criteria by which their continued ■ 
existence should he judged:

Do the direct and indirect spiritual 
results justify their retention?

If significant sums of money for cap­
ital development or maintenance are 
being used by the mission or church, 
can these be justified against the back­
ground of other needs and our overall 
strategy?

If a large proportion of personnel 
has been absorbed in these institutions, 
can this be justified in a similar reap­
praisal of priorities?

Are the institutions church-related 
or pursuing an entirely independent 
existence?

Is there a clear majority of national 
Christians on the governing body?

Is there a willingness to allow the 
institutions to pass to government con­
trol when required?

Are the standards of buildings and 
equipment such as to commend the 
institutions in the eyes of the public 
and the appropriate government de­
partment?

In the present climate of nationalism 
with the inevitable suspicion toward 
"foreign" missionaries, certain institu­
tions such as orphanages could well he 
maintained by a national church. But 
it is doubtful if they should be main­
tained by overseas funds or staffed by 
overseas personnel.

Conclusions
We have briefly examined some of 

the factors in our contemporary scene 
which bear upon missionary strategy.

There is no single blueprint for suc­
cess, In the final analysis, it is not the 
changing political, social and religious 
scene which must dominate our think­
ing but the application of spiritual prin­
ciples to the changing scene. The New 
Testament in general and the Book of 
Acts in particular do not give us ready­
made answers, but they do provide a 
basis of biblical principles which are 
relevant and valid in every age.

It is here that we discover the 
truths of the eternal Gospel. It is here 
that we discover the place and func­
tion of both the church and the mis­
sion. It is here that we discover our 
continuing commission to preach the 
Gospel to every creature. It is here that
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we discover-both the unity and the 
diversity within the Body of Christ.

The return to biblical principles and 
an authoritative message must be ac­
companied by a constant sensitivity to 
the voice of the Spirit. "He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear" is a mes­
sage for the church of all times. This 
sensitivity to the voice of the Spirit 
will in turn demand three things: flexi­
bility, mobilization and determination 
of priorities.

First, a new flexibility of outlook. 
We possess a changeless Word in a 
changing world. Our strategy must be 
dynamic. Some revoluntionary changes 
are clearly indicated. Are we capable of 
this flexibility of outlook?

This flexibility of outlook must re­
sult in a new mobility of operations. 
This will affect much traditional work. 
An orphanage becomes a Bible con­
ference center. A hospital in an area 
with rapidly increasing facilities moves 
its missionary staff into a new hospital 
in an adjacent country without any 
medical facilities.

Short term missionaries
It may be advisable in certain areas 

to employ short terms of missionary 
service. Where spiritual standards are 
maintained and where they are related 
to the whole program of the society, 
such terms have already proved to be 
of great value.

Second, the situation demands total 
mobilization of all existing resources. 
A careful study of church growth re­
veals unmistakably that one of the 
keys lies in the witness of the laity. 
This is a biblical principle clearly 
enunciated in the New Testament but 
all too frequently forgotten. Recent 
Evangelism - in - Depth campaigns in 
South American countries testify to 
the importance and success of mobiliz­
ing the total membership of the church 
in a positive proclamation of the faith.

Third, we must determine priorities. 
Rarely if ever can a single project be 
adequately assessed without weighing 
its comparative importance with other 
pressing demands. This relates both to 
deployment of personnel and to alloca­
tion of funds.

Evangelism, spiritual nurture of the 
church, training for leadership, all 
must find their place. But to each prob­
lem, humanly insoluble, there is a 
divine priority which forces us back 
to one activity above all others—prayer. 
It was as the church at Antioch gave 
itself to fasting and prayer that the 
Holy Spirit spoke the word.

. .  . how you can 
help Dan —  and 
students like him 
—  find a career  
with Christ!

Dan has said "y es" to God's 
call, and like all Philadelphia 
College of Bible students, is being 
prepared for full time Christian 
service.

But with educational costs so 
high, he must work long hours— 
and has applied for scholarshare 
assistance.

You can help students like Dan 
become laborers in His harvest 
through the PCB S ch o larsh are  
plan. Here's the way the plan 
works:

On the coupon below you can 
indicate the amount you wish to 
g ive. The F acu lty  Sch olarsh ip  
Committee will then determine 
which student is most eligible.

While you cannot designate a  
specific student and still h av e 
your gift be tax deductible, after 
the award has been made> the

Dan, class of '68, h as been on 
the Dean's list four straight se­
mesters. A scholarship will help 
him rem ain in school.

young person who benefits from 
your help, will write to you per­
sonally.

As a  reqder of WORLD VISION 
MAGAZINE, I know you are con­
cerned that young people receive 
a  firm grounding in the funda­
mentals of the Christian faith, and 
be professionally trained to teach 
others the Word of God. Here is 
your opportunity to help a  youth 
find a  career with Christ.

Sincerely yours,

Douglas B. MacCorkle 
President

Dear Dr. MacCorkle:
Yes, I want to help a student prepare for 
Christian service. During this school year,
I will provide a scholarship of $----------- ,
i n ________ payments. I understand that
after the scholarship has been awarded, 
the student will write to me personally.

Please send me your booklet, CAREERS 
W ITH  CHRIST. Dept. WV116

N A M E— ------------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS  _____________________________

C ITY---------------------------------------- --------------------

STATE_______________ — ----- Z IP ------------------
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Premiere
Performances

Chicago
N o v e m b e r  4-9 

A rie  Cr ow n T h e a tre

M c C o r m i c k  P l a c e

Charlotte
N o v e m b e r  9-22 

Village T h e a t re

Salt Lake City
N o v e m b e r  16-22 

Capitol  Th e a t re

Winnipeg
N o v e m b e r  16-22 

Pla yh ou se  T h e a tre

Coming soon to your city!
Additional cities and performances will be announced.

Watch for announcement in your area, or contact:

W O R L D  W I D E  P I C T U R E S  1 3 1 3  H e n n e p i n  A v e . ,  M in n e a p o l is , M i n n . 5 5 4 0 3

JOHN

IBRD
sn a n d  D i r e c t e d  b y  J A M E S  F .  C O L L I E R

It  spoke to me more . . . i t  had a greater personal impact upon 
me than any other film with a religious theme that /  have 

ever seen. It stirs the emotions and you w ill 
laugh and you may weep . . . I  urge you to bring 

everyone you know to see For Pete's Sake!"



NEW DELHI—Christian missionaries 
in India decreased by approximately 
300 in four years, disclosed Jaisukh Lai 
Hathi, minister of state for home affairs 
in the national parliament. Figures do 
not include missionaries of the British 
Commonwealth. Money sent to mission 
aries has dropped from $16,000,000  
in 1961 to $12,000,000 in 1965, Hath 
reported. He added that the bulk of the 
money came from the United States and 
Britain.

If all else fails, 
try  the radio

HAITI — When several West Indies 
M ission m issionaries and national 
help ers con tracted  tu b ercu lo sis  it  
looked like the annual Bible conference 
would have to be canceled for a second 
year. (Last year the destruction caused 
by Hurricane Cleo made the confer­
ence impossible.)

But leaders decided to go ahead with 
the conference—on radio.

More than 350 radios in churches 
and preaching points carried the con­
ference to the people, reported WIM 
officials.

One district church superintendent 
said of the conference, "In  our Tapio 
church we had 11 converts . . .  all our 
churches had good attendance at the 

•jo convention by radio. . .  there has been 
a real difference in the attendance."

Because of the success of the con­
ference, WIM has planned a full-scale 
radio evangelistic campaign.

Missionary children’s 
education boosted

WHEATON, 111. -  Missionary chil­
dren overseas now can take standard­
ized tests equivalent to those being 
used in the United States.

The National Association of Chris­
tian Schools, in cooperation with Har- 
court, Brace and W orld Publishing 
Company, is prepared to supply tests to 
teachers of missionary children in the 
exact quantities required.

It is hoped the tests will strengthen 
classroom training where needed and 
will assure missionary parents of the 
adequacy of their children's prepara­
tion for enrollment in stateside schools 
at furlough time.

John F. Blanchard Jr. is executive 
director of NACS which is entering its 
21st year of service as the only inter­
denom inational n atio n al C hristian

school organization. Ithas 250 member 
schools with a total 40,000 enrollment.

Vatican to be asked to 
intercede in Angola

ONTARIO, Canada—United Church 
of Canada G eneral C ouncil unani­
mously agreed to seek Vatican inter­
cession on behalf of Protestant mis­
sionaries in Portuguese Angola.

Some missionaries are not allowed 
to re-enter Angola if they leave on fur­
lough. The committee reported that 
the missionary force in that country 
has dropped from 256 in 1961 to 98 in 
June of 1965.

R elation s betw een Portuguese au­
thorities and Protestant missionaries 
have deteriorated since the African up­
risings five years ago, it was reported.

The General Council urged the Ca­
nadian government to press for a Por­
tuguese declaration in favor of full 
autonomy for Angola as soon as pos­
sible.

Presses rolling after 
2 0  months of silence

IBA M BI, Congo —S ilen t for 20 
months during the Simba rebellion, the 
mission presses of Worldwide Evan­
gelization Crusade in this northeast 
Congo town are back at work, reports 
WEC missionary Frank Cripps.

Buildings and machines survived the 
occupation period, Cripps stated.

Casualties in 
another war

SAIGON—Not all the casualties here 
died fighting a military war. Those 
fighting against starvation, ignorance 
and deprivation also have their casu­
alty list.

Viet Nam personnel of Agency for 
International Development (AID) now 
num bers 1 1 2 9 — (including some as­
signed from other U.S. agencies). AID

ca su a lties  nu m ber n in e  dead, 11 
wounded, and two captured and pres­
ently imprisoned by the Viet Cong.

These men and others like them in 
Viet Nam are routing relief supplies, 
building schools and playgrounds—aid­
ing the Vietnamese in economic and 
social development during a time of 
upheaval and destruction.

Overseas Methodists  
seek autonomy

SINGAPORE-The all Chinese Meth­
odist congregations in Western Malay­
sia and Singapore have voted unani­
mously to establish an autonomous 
Methodist church together with other 
indigenous Methodist bodies in this 
region, thus cutting ties with United 
States Methodism.

Joint action to form an autonomous 
church with four other Methodist con­
ferences in the area—Malaya Annual 
Conferences, the Central Conference 
of Malaysia and Singapore, the Sarawak 
Annual Conference and the Iban Pro­
v is io n a l A n n u al C o n fe re n ce —was 
called for in the resolution.

"T h e structure of the church must 
be altered to suit the changes that are 
taking place in the country so that the 
church can be truly identified with it 
and speak effectively to the people," 
stated the Rev. S. T. Lim, who in­
troduced the motion.

In this action Singapore and West­
ern Malaysia follow similar action by 
Burma and Sumatra conferences in 
recent years.

Missionaries honored 
by host countries 

W ASH IN GTON , D. C. -  The Rev. 
Maurice E. Bliss in Indonesia and Miss 
Cornelia Brower in Chile were recently 
honored for work in their respective 
countries.

Miss Brower was presented the Ber-

WORLD VISION MAGAZINE/NOVEMBER 1966



WASHINGTON, D.C.-Christian Ser- 
, vice Corps has sent its first volunteer 
! "missionary” to Colombia beginning 

what CSC hopes will be a growing pro­
gram. Plans for the next 10 years are 
for 5000 corpsmen to go to various 
countries of the world for two to four 
year terms of Christian service. CSC is 

j? molded after the U.S. Peace Corps. Pro- 
| gram started with an article the Rev. 

Robert Meyers, a Presbyterian, wrote 
for Christianity Today in 1964. Volun­

teers are given three months of lan- 
guagetrainingand concentrated courses 
in missionary principles, culture and 
economics of the country where they 
will be serving.

HUE, South Viet Nam—Lay Leader­
ship Training Center is planning future 
expansion. By 1971 it is hoped the 25- 
acre farm which is used for vocational 
training of Vietnamese will have a 500 
enrollment and be controlled completely 
by Vietnamese. It is presently spon­

sored by World Relief Commission of 
the National Association of Evangelicals.

BERLIN—Delegates from 106 coun­
tries were invited to the World Congress 
on Evangelism scheduled here October 
26-November 4, according to Stanley 
Mooneyham, coordinating director. Ap­
proximately 1262 representatives are 
expected to hear the opening address 
by Dr. Billy Graham, Mooneyham said. 
The Congress is sponsored by Chris­
tianity Today.

I nardo O'Higgins medallion by the min- 
9 ister secretary general of Chile for 45 
I  years of service and particularly for her 
1 work among the youth.

Although she has reached the South- 
I  ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board's 
I compulsory retirement age of 70, Miss 
1 Brower continues to live in her adopted 
I  country and to assist at the Baptist 
I  Academy in Temuco.

Bliss was cited by the press and gov- 
I em inent- owned All-Indonesia Radio 
I for being the first American to receive 
I  a master's degree at an Indonesian uni- 
I versity. A Christian and Missionary 
I Alliance missionary, Bliss earned his 
I  degree while carrying a full teaching 
I load at Jaffray Theological School in 
I Makassar.

I Address change 
I  for two boards

1NEW YORK—Beginning November 1 
the only United States address for Su­
dan United Mission is 5537 N. Glen- 
I  wood Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60640.
The Brooklyn Council will continue 

I to function as an integral part of the 
I work, but the business office will be 
I closed, reported Norman J. Notley, 
I SUM  chairman of the board.

World headquarters of The Oriental 
I  Missionary Society, Inc., is now located 
I at 1200 Fry Road, Greenwood, Indiana 
I  46142. Dale McClain, projects director, 
I announced plans for the building dedi- 
I cation service to be held November 25.

I Special seminars set 
I for furlough missionaries

CHICAGO — Two seminars, one in 
I December and one in February, are 
I planned to inform the missionary on 
I furlough.

First of these, Missions Seminar on 
I C h ristian  Education sponsored by

Scripture Press Foundation, will dis­
cuss problems related to local church 
Christian education on mission fields, 
consider trends and new ideas in Chris­
tian education and develop plans for 
fostering this growing aspect of mis­
sionary endeavor. The sem inar is 
scheduled December 5-7 at Glen Ellyn, 
Illinois.

Speakers for the second conference, 
Furlough M issionary M anagem ent 
sponsored by America's Keswick and 
Far Eastern Gospel Crusade, include 
Virgil Newbrander and Olan Hendrix 
of FEGC and Dr. Aldan Ganet. It will 
be held at Keswick in New Jersey, 
February 12-18, 1967.

Missionaries sent 
to United States

DAYTON, Ohio—The sender is now 
on the receiving end as the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church initiates Mis­
sion to North America.

This program is a plan "for evange­
lism which will bring to North Amer­
ica qualified national churchmen from 
the various overseas areas where the 
Evangelical United Brethren is work­
ing," explains the report on the pro­
gram.

This fall in ninety EUB centers across 
the U.S. ten missioners are conduct­
ing six-day missions. Coming from 
Japan, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Ni­
geria, Sierra Leone, Puerto Rico, Do­
minican Republic, Brazil, Germany and 
Switzerland, these missioners will par­
ticipate in "sharing with others the 
good news of salvation, seeking to win 
disciples for our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ and be God's instrument for the 
renewal of His Church," the report said.

People make the news
■  Dr. Norman J. Cockburn, 60 year 

old Anglican clergyman, is retiring af­

ter 13 years as general secretary of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. ■  Dr. 
Jacob Blum, Presbyterian missionary, 
died of cancer at the age of 65 in a 
Bethlehem hospital. Native of Israel, 
Dr. Blum carried on a varied ministry 
to his people including daily Hebrew 
radio broadcasts over the Voice of Tan­
gier. ■  Founder and president of DATA 
International, W il Rose, has been ap­
pointed president of People-to-People, 
Inc., a program begun in 1956 by Presi­
dent Eisenhower. Rose will continue to 
serve on the DATA board of directors. 
William Penn, Jr., succeeds Rose as 
president of DATA. ■  Mrs. Nathanael 
Saint and Abe C. Van Der Puy an­
nounced their marriage August 25 at 
Quito, Ecuador. Both are missionaries 
in that country. Nate Saint was killed 
by Auca Indians in 1956. Mrs. Van Der 
Puy succumbed to illness while over­
seas. ® New pastor of the U n ited  
C hurch of Zam bia congregation at 
Ndola is the Rev. Donald K. Abbott 
who was recently expelled from Rho­
desia because of his opposition to the 
Smith regime. ■  At age 63 Harold Lid- 
bom is taking on a new job as the first 
business administrator for the Baptist 
General Conference in Ethiopia. For­
merly Lidbom was business manager 
of Bethel College and Seminary in St. 
Paul, Minn. ■  Dr. Elmer T. Clark, 79, 
died August 29 ending a long and 
varied career in the Methodist church. 
Minister, author and former secretary 
of the World Methodist Council, Dr. 
Clark for 14 years edited W orld Out­
look , Methodist missions magazine. ■  
The Rev. Samuel Chege of Africa In­
land Mission baptized his oldest Chris­
tian, Peter Kimani of Miiri, Kenya. Ki- 
mani, "about 103," was baptized while 
h is 28 grandchildren and six great 
grandchildren watched.
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i s D o  y o u  w a n t  w o r r y - f r e e ,  d e ­
p e n d a b l e  i n c o m e  w i t h o u t  i n ­
v e s t m e n t  p r o b l e m s ?  T h e n  w e  
s u g g e s t  t h e  B a r r i n g t o n  w a y  
o f  e s t a t e  p l a n n i n g .  Y o u  s e l e c t  
t h e  p l a n  t h a t  m e e t s  y o u r  s p e ­
c i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s :

Annuities •  Life  Income Plans 
Deposit Agreements 

Trusts •  Others

Y o u  a r e  a s s u r e d  o f  a d d e d  i n -  
c o m e  f o r  l i f e ,  i m p o r t a n t  t a x  

w m  s a v i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y
H  h e l p  e d u c a t e  y o u n g  m e n

a n d  w o m e n  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  
C h r i s t i a n  s e r v i c e  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  w o r l d .

W r i t e  f o r  f r e e  b o o k l e t  “ T a x  
D i s c o u n t s  f o r  E d u c a t i o n a l  
G i f t s ”

Barrington College
Barrington, Rhode Island 0280B

Barrington College 
i  Middle Highway 
Barrington, Rhode Island 0280S 
Please send me the booklet “ Tax 
Discounts fo r Educational G ifts”

Name

Address

0  Church Growth Rapid 
s s  Amid Burma Strife

BURMA—"It may be that the church 
will grow even more rapidly in the fu­
ture than in the past, as it did during 
World War II when all foreign mis­
sionaries had to be evacuated," is the 
opinion of one mission executive who 
spent 12 years working here.

An era of Christian missions in 
Burma has ended, hut Addison J. East­
man believes mission leaders are opti­
mistic about the future of the church 
here, in spite of the Burmese govern­
ment's order evicting all foreign mis­
sionaries by May 31.

Reason for this optimism, according 
to Eastman, Asian director for the Na­
tional Council of Churches Depart­
ment of Overseas Ministry, is the im ­
portant work that has been done in the 
area of leadership training. Burmese 
Christians have held the places of lead­
ership for many years while mission­
aries worked alongside as helpers. "I 
don't know of any church in Asia more 
fortunate in strong, committed, capable 
leadership," says Eastman.

The government's edict, issued in 
March, affected 58 American mission­
aries: 23 American Baptists, 23 Roman 
Catholics, 7 Seventh Day Adventists 
and 5 Methodists. Most will be rede­
ployed to work in other countries.

The squeeze on missions began two 
years ago when missionaries of several 
boards were asked to leave. But until 
this year missionaries remaining in 
Burma were relatively free to continue 
their work.

Burma's missionary era began more 
than 150 years ago with the arrival of 
Adoniram and Ann Judson in 1813. It 
was six years before they baptized their 
first convert. Christians in Burma today 
number 600,000, including Protestants 
and Catholics. Largest Protestant group 
is the Baptist Church founded by Jud­
son. It has 222,673 members and 2,246 
full-time Christian workers. National 
groups have carried the gospel to every 
major language group in the country. 
Christians are found in all areas of 
Burmese life—law, medicine, business, 
government and public service.

Yet all of Burma's Christians together 
constitute only a tiny minority of its 
16 million population. According to 
Richard Cummings, American Baptist

secretary, "They face an increasingly I 
severe day by day human struggle to | 
maintain family and community life 
in an unsettled economic and political ; 
m ilieu."

The government has pledged itself 
to "the Burmese way to socialism." ■ 
Schools and hospitals, banks and indus- 
try, even retail shops have been nation­
alized. W ith its private resources dwin­
dling, the church must find new ways 
to carry out the training and evan- \ 
gelistic outreach formerly conducted I 
through its schools and hospitals.

Mission leaders express confidence y 
that God will open new ways to ! 
strengthen and extend the Christian 
witness in Burma.

Korean Church 
Sends Missionary I 
To North America 1

SEO U L, Korea — T he Protestant 
church here, one of the oldest and best 
established in the Orient, is expanding * 
its mission work in other parts of the • 
world.

The Rev. Sang Bum Woo left Seoul 
for M exico on July 25 to become the 
first Korean missionary to the western, 
hemisphere.

In the first half of this century Ko­
rean churches sent several missionary 
families to China and since the Korean 
war a few couples have gone to Thai-: 
land, Formosa, Sarawak, Pakistan and 
the Middle East. But Mr. Sang is the 3 
first commissioned to work on the 
American continent.

Born in North Korea, Mr. Sang was 
graduated from the Presbyterian Theo­
logical Seminary and worked as a high ; 
school chaplain. Saemoonan Presby- j 
terian Church will support him and his 
family.

Methodists participating in an ex­
change program are sending pastors 
and one seminary professor to pastor­
ates in the United States. Seven Meth­
odist pastors from the U. S. have taken 
pastorates in country churches in Ko­
rea. This is the first attempt in Korea 
at a program of this kind.
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ERFUL CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA
W O R LD  VISION M A G A Z IN E  For Your Friends and Loved Ones 

at a saving of 2 7 %
Shop the Easy Way. . .  Mail the Card How . . . P a y  AFTER Christmas!

L E T  M Y  H E A R T  B E  B R O K E N  
by Richard Gehman

On the fly leaf of Bob Pierce's Bible—stained and 
spotted and falling apart, appears the phrase, "Let my 
heart be broken by the things that break the heart of 
God."

And this is the theme of the moving story of Bob 
Pierce, jet-propelled preacher who touches down upon 
the earth to render aid, to show mercy, to give help 
wherever he hears of suffering . . .  wherever there is 
need.

In this exciting 245-page book we see the great 
missionary-preacher in action in hospitals, clinics, 
schools, orphanages, missions—in Japan, Korea, For­
mosa, Hong Kong, Thailand, India—all across the world.

“Let My Heart Be Broken is a living mosaic of radiant 
men and women. Its pages are crowded with stories— 
true stories that will break your heart too.”

—Dr. Daniel Poling

W O R L D  V IS I O N  K O R E A N  O R P H A N  C H O IR
34 magnificent little choristers raise their voices in 

praise . . .  adoration . . .  to express the joy that has 
come into their hearts in the person of Jesus Christ.

These are the favorite songs by the famous Korean 
orphans, age 7-13, as they toured the United States 
and the world.

Expertly reproduced in a long-playing Hi-Fideiity 
album, you will hear: Sweet Hour of Prayer; Alas ana 
Did My Savior Bleed; How Great Thou Art; He Sent 
My Sins a’Rollin’ ; 0 Lord Most Holy; The Lord is my 
Shepherd; And Can it Be; God Be With You—and 7 more.

m

M IS S IO N S  T O D A Y :  T E N  U R G E N T  N E E D S  
Paul S . Rees

If you agree that every believer ought to be a witness

t here is a book you will want to read and study. You'll 
want to use it in your church study group and as a basic 
text in your missionary society.

• k  This brilliant little book describes the need for over- 
J § a l l  planning; the need to allow the indigenous church 
I f  to run on its own steam; the need for solidarity among 
i l l  Christians; the need for a theological renewal to help 
Y jp  the church recover its grip on its centralities of her 

®  faith; the need to look at people as people—not as 
M  abstract souls.
V  Dr. Rees says, "By a big majority the more than 3 

I S  billion humans now on this planet need to know that 
the God of creating is also, in Jesus Christ, the God 

^  of redemption.”

WITH YOUR ORDER FOR 3 OR MORE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
YOU’L L  RECEIVE ONE OF THESE VALUABLE GIFTS

A B S O L U T E L Y  F R E E !
Clip and mail this card. Simply write down 

the names and addresses o f your friends and 
loved ones to whom you’d like us to send 12 
wonderful issues o f W orld Vision M agazine—as 
a Christmas gift from you— during the coming 
year. We do all the rest. We mail the persons you 
designate a beautiful spiritual Christmas card 
and inform them o f your gift to them. They’ll 
receive their first issue o f  W orld Vision M agazine 
no later than January 1. I f  you like, we’ll bill you 
after Christmas.

Special Reduced Price:
Only $2.19 per Subscription

Regularly priced at $3.00 per year, you’ll save 
27%  if  you use the reply card at the right. Y ou’ll 
be buying W orld Vision M agazine for only 18/ 
per copy.

With your order for 3 or more Subscriptions 
Any One of These 3 Wonderful Gifts 

Order 3 or more subscriptions to W orld Vision 
M agazine and take your pick o f the important 
gifts shown here (values up to $4.98). This is our 
way o f saying “thank you” for remembering 
W orld Vision M agazine at Christmas time and 
for remembering your friends and loved ones 
with a Christmas gift that will bear the important 
message o f world evangelism all through the 
year to come.



FROM THE MISSIONS BOOKSHELF

FREE 
CHRISTMASGIFT 

, CATALOG
J  N a m e _____________________________________

I  A d d ress

i  c i t y _______________________________________

■ s t a t e _______________________zip___________

M A IL THIS COUPON TO :

! DAVID C. COOK PUBLISHING CO.
j  850 N. GROVE • ELGIN,ILL. • DEPT.WV 115 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J

To help you in your 
work with anyr—  
Christian /|fgF I 
Youth Group I 
Ages 6 to 19 iSp^"0 f

This Valuable Book

ABSOLUTELY FREE
Mail This Coupon

This priceless manual for youth leaders, prepared 
by some of the leading Christian youth authorities, 
will be rushed to you absolutely free if you'll clip 
and mail the coupon below. Tells how to build attend­
ance, plan programs, maintain steady spiritual growth. 
Indispensable handbook of blueprints for success with 
youth. Send for it today, it ’s yours absolutely free.

This Free Book was written by CWSB, originators 
of these four Bible-based youth programs: Ages 6 to 8 
Whirlybirds. A completely new program; Ages 9 to 11 
Junior-Jet Cadets; Ages 12 to 14 Jay-Hi Astronauts; 
Ages is  to 19 Senior-Hi His Teens.

Growth and lack of it 
C h u rc h  G row th, in  C e n tr a l  a n d  
S ou th ern  N igeria by Joh n B .G rim ley  
and G ordon E. R obinson (Eerdmans, 
1966, 386 pp., $3.25), is rev iew ed  by  
H arold Lindsell, associate editor, Chris­
tianity Today.

This volume is another in the series 
of church growth paperbacks published 
by Eerdmans, and as such it serves a 
very useful purpose.

Limited to Central and Southern Ni­
geria, the authors trace the historical 
background of missionary work in those 
areas, development of the churches and 
their growth or lack of it.

The analysis for Central Nigeria is 
more descriptive than analytic. The 
material onSouthern Nigeria penetrates, 
m ore deeply in to  the problem  of 
why churches failed to grow and how 
churches can be made to grow more 
rapidly. In both areas the potential for 
growth exists. In neither case has the 
church grown as it should have. The 
usual reasons emerge: non-indigenous- 
ness, sin among Christians, failure to 
grow in grace, inadequate knowledge 
of the Bible, polygamy and so on.

Medical and school work have helped 
church growth. Current changes are 
altering this picture considerably, how­
ever, w ith  governm ent takeover of 
these activities.

Perhaps the biggest boost to church 
growth would be a truly indigenous 
church and Christians who live immac­
ulate lives, having sloughed off drink, 
divorce, sexual promiscuity and polyg­
amy.

Spreading the Gospel via family and 
community webs, along with growing 
use of national clergy and Spirit-em­
powered lay people, seems to be the 
best answer to the problem.

Some revolutionary thinking 

A R in g in g  C all to  M ission  by Alan  
W alker (A bingdon Press, $2.50), is re ­
v iew ed  by D onald  H. G ill, associate  
editor, World Vision Magazine.

Here is a book which goes far beyond 
Arthur Glasser's February Theses. It 
was Glasser who suggested that Chris­

tian missionaries should cease their 
preoccupation with primitive peoples 
and turn their attention to the needy 
burgeoning city which is a current fact 
of life in all parts of the world.

Alan Walker goes even further. With­
in the perspective of twentieth century 
urbanization he points up the urgency 
for the church to reach the masses, and 
he shows what is involved if this is 
to happen. It involves some revolu­
tionary thinking.

"History is determined," Walker says, 
"by the mass of ordinary people who 
form the bulk of every society." He 
maintains that there is no future for 
any movement which fails to stir the 
masses.

Furthermore, Walker believes that 
the failure of the city church consti­
tutes the chief peril of contemporary 
Christianity. The church has largely 
lost touch with the industrialized mil­
lion s of the world. It  is appealing 
mainly to the middle classes and to 
rural communities and has lost its abil­
ity to communicate with mass society.

M ass society is impersonal. The 
church today is facing a lonely crowd, 
with all of its problems and frustra­
tions. Yet the Christian church began 
in the city. The Gospel was first de­
clared in Jerusalem, Corinth, Colosse 
and Rome. Victory again must be won 
in the cities of our world. Christ must 
be allowed to walk amid the masses of 
the metropolis.

Walker is careful not to oversimplify 
the task. He suggests that it will call 
for new and revolutionary approaches 
on the part of the church. The ruts 
and routines of our church existence 
must give way to new approaches to 
worship, preaching, evangelism, lay in­
volvement, social service, youth activi­
ties, and all of these must be integrated 
into a pattern of outreach to mass so­
ciety.

Some elements of Walker's position 
— doctrinal and otherwise — will un­
doubtedly be set aside by the evan­
gelical reader. This should not detract, 
however, from the value of the other 
points he scores.

Clip and mail this coupon at once!I--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Christian Workers Service Bureau 

Box 413 •  Redondo Beach, California BW116 
YES! Please rush me the free book, “A Sure-Fire 
Success Formula for Your Christian Youth Group.”
I would also like information on CWSB Youth 
Programs for the following groups:
□  Ages 6 to 8 □  Ages 9 to 11 □  Ages 12 to 14 

□  Ages 15 to 19

Name_______________________

Address___________________

City-------------------------------  State_______Zip_______

Name of Church______________________ ______
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In his last chapter Walker declares 
that he has come to believe profoundly 
"in the value of seeking open com­
mitment to God in Christ." He believes 
in preaching for a verdict—so that in­
dividuals will declare their decision to 
obey Jesus Christ. We agree. This is 
indeed the most basic need amid the 
urbanized life of our modem times.

‘Sister Annie'

Jo y  t o  M y  H e a r t  by  G en e G leason  
(M cGraw-Hill, $4.95) is rev iew ed  by  
Dr. T ed  W. Engstrom, execu tive v ice  
president o f  W orld  Vision, Inc.

"Sister A nnie" (Norwegian nurse 
Annie Skau) is a household name today 
in much of Hong Kong. Her selfless 
service among the refugees in this 
most-crowded city in the world is a 
stirring testimony.

Her love of Christ is expressed as 
she becomes completely lost in care, 
concern and love for others.

Gene Gleason, a reporter, writes this 
biography with the incisive and inquis­
itive mind of a journalist. Yet the 
warmth of this giant of a woman—she 
stands 6'VA" tall—with a tender touch 
and heart comes through to the reader 
in a moving way.

Annie Skau is one of the most re­
markable women in contemporary mis­
sion work. She first went to China as a 
missionary nurse in 1938. In her early 
days she walked thousands of miles in 
a ministry of caring for suffering peo­
ple in Shensi. She stayed on despite the 
tremendous strains and difficulties of 
the Japanese War.

Then during the Communist take­
over she was interned and suffered 
nightmarish harassment at the hands 
of the Communists. Neither her will 
nor her faith were bent. But her health 
did break and the Reds sent her back 
to Norway for fear of repercussions 
were she to die in China.

As she regained health, Sister Annie 
moved in to minister to the teeming 
thousands of Chinese refugees in Hong 
Kong.

Sister Annie, in the course of her 
ministry, has delivered babies, given 
medicine and treatment where it would 
help and has earnestly prayed for and 
witnessed to those whom the drugs 
could not help. Through her prayers 
and contagious faith many people who 
were given up by medical science have 
been healed.
| "Joy to My Heart" is a warm, mov­
ing recitation of God's mighty dealing 
and working in and through the life of 

Continued on page 25

USES FOR THE USELESS
2 8  p g . b o o k l e t  l i s t i n g  d i s c a r d s , s u c h  as  
n y l o n s ,  s t a m p s ,  e y e g l a s s e s ,  c l o t h i n g ,  
m a g a z i n e s , p r i n t e r s ’  s c r a p s , w h i c h  h a v e  
v a l u e  t o  o t h e r s . E x p l a i n s  u s e , a d d r e s s e s  
a n d  s h i p p i n g  t i p s .  S e n d  2 5 (  p e r  c o p y  t o :  
M r s . R o n a l d  E .  B a r r i c k , R o u t e  3 ,  B o x  2 7 7 ,  
N e w v i l l e ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  1 7 2 4 1 .

STUDY AT HOME
A National Religious Institution Teaching 

The B ib le by Correspondence

M IN IS T E R S  
Let America's leading Bible Extension 

School help to  improve your m inistry a t 
HOME through guided courses.

C H R IS T IA N  W O R K E R S  
We offer excellent courses for Christian 

Workers and Sunday School Teochers. 
Contributions cover tuition 
Stomp will bring catalog

A M E R IC A N  B IB L E  S C H O O L
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C H IC A G O  I L L .  6 0 6 0 1
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OTHERS
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write for 
samples and literature

LOWELL T. NERGE 
B e c ke r; M inne so ta 55308

FILMS d e s ig n e d  to h e lp  
istian s T H I N K

M IS S IO N S !
“Ken A n d e r s o n  h a s  p r o d u c e d  a  s e r ie s  o f  d y n a m ic  d r a m a t ic  f i lm s  th a t  

p e n e t r a te  t o  t h e  h e a r t . . . ju s t  w h a t  th e  m is s io n a r y - m in d e d  p a s to r  is  
lo o k m g  f o r ! ”

—Dr. Ted W . Engstrom 
Executive Vice-president 
World Vision InternationalTASHI FROM TIBET

A Tibetan teenager hears tKifejGospel.
Color, 50  minutes, Rental $20%,-

INHALE THE INCENSE
On a  Hong Kong holiday, American tourists 
discover the “ god s '1 in their own lives.^%.
Color, 35  minutes, $ 16

THE HARVESTER
Token involvement versus total involvement 
in personal stewardship. Color, 30  minutes, $16

Ask for a  com plete listing of our film s. Contact your nearest distributor,

KEN ANDERSON FILMS •  Dept. 23, W inona  Lake, Indiana 4 6 5 90 
Producers o f “ In His Steps,”  “ W ithout Onion,”  “ Man o f Steel”

1967  "Triumphant Life" CALENDARS

A dignified, reverent, colorful 
CHRISTMAS GREETING

Give friends and customers this Bible- 
centered calendar. Christians throughout 
the world cheerfully give and gratefully 
receive this expression of concern and 
thoughtfulness. Monthly theme motto, 
weekly Bible text and famous Sallman 
picture give constant reminder of His 
abiding presence.
"Triumphant Life" calendars feature 
Bible information; church attendance 
record; telephone memo; moon phases; 
flower and birthstone of the month. Mail 
like a Christmas card. Envelope fur­
nished with each calendar. Require only 

postage.

Y o u r cho ice  o f  
SALLMAN’S 
HEAD OF CHRIST 
GOOD SHEPHERD 
HEART’S DOOR

QUANTITY PRICES

1 0 -$  2.35 
50—$ 11.00 

1 0 0 -$  20.00  
200—$ 38.00 
3 0 0 -$  57.00

Your name imprinted 
FREE on orders of 

100 or more.

Ask for a  FREE descriptive circular 
at your LOCAL CHRISTIAN BOOK STORE

Anderson, Indiana WARNER PRESS, Publishers 
In C anada:—G . R. W elch Co.

San Jo se , Calif.
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r e a d e r s '  

-  r i g h t  —

Different View on ‘Revolution’
Sir: As an evangelical Christian and a 

minister of the Gospel, I have supported 
and prayed for the work of World Vision 
for over eight years. Mrs. Schreiner and I 
have the privilege of helping support a 
Korean orphan through the World Vision 
program. We are happy for your ministry 
to the physical as well as the spiritual 
needs of people. We sponsored Viet Nam 
Profile at our church and felt it was won­
derful.

MOODY’S SCOFIELD BIBLE 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

PROVEN BIBLE STUDY
G i v e s  y o u  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  
e n t i r e  B i b l e  .  .  .  m o d e m  l e a r n i n g  t e c h ­
n i q u e s  i n  a d u l t  s t u d y .  T e n  c o l l e g e  c r e d ­
i t s .  C e r t i f i c a t e  a w a r d e d .  O v e r  3 0 , 0 0 0  h a v e  
e n r o l l e d  i n  S c o f i e l d  c o u r s e .  1 2 3  l e s s o n s  i n  

6  c l o t h - b o u n d  t e x t b o o k s .

P lease  send m e: Q  Illustrated folder de­
scribing Scofield course. O  Catalog of 41 
other courses.

C i t y _  Z o n e ___ S ta te _
M oody C o rrespondence School 11 W S6 
8 2 0  N. L a S a lle  S tre e t , C h icago  1 0 ,  I II .

Please tell me, a friend to World Vision, 
why you saw fit to put Juan Bosch's name 
on the cover of your July/August maga­
zine and to feature an article which quotes 
him as though he was an advocate of 
Christian missions.

Bosch is a self-admitted Marxist. He has 
gladly accepted the support of Communists 
throughout his political career. The leftist 
students who tried to break up the evan­
gelistic meetings in Santo Domingo were 
likely also the supporters of Juan Bosch.

Why was he not identified as a Marxist 
instead of being presented so sympathet­
ically as "the first elected President of the 
Republic"?

Both Marxists and Christians talk about 
"spiritual revolution." However they mean 
something quite different. The Christian 
usually means regeneration which issues 
in love, faith, freedom and a life relation­
ship to Jesus Christ.

On the other hand, the Communist rev­
olution includes terror, violence, class 
hatred and, eventually, enslavement of the 
many by the few.

The article tends to justify the social 
and political revolutions in Latin Amer­
ica whether the prime movers in the rev­
olution are followers of Castro or Christ.

I hope that the ministry of World Vision 
will not be hurt by featuring the opinions

of men like Juan Bosch in the future. 
Seattle, Wash. Herbert E. SchreinerM

Ministers
Queen Anne Community Churchy

Bouquets to Magazine Staff
Sir: World Vision Magazine is very in­

formative and interesting. It is well edited.: 
Thank you.
Ellsworth, Iowa The Rev. Henry Johnson,I

Sir: Your new format and the refreshing! 
and informative articles which now ap­
pear in your publication are greatly ap- i 
predated by professors and students alike:., 
Phoenix, Arizona Mrs. E. Oltroggem

Librarianj  
Arizona Bible College!

Sir: Truly this magazine is wonderfulj 
It is not only newsy, but it is enlightening:, 
to the mind and refreshing to the soul. It 
has helped me a great deal in my studies 
as a pastor and I enjoy all its spiritual as 
well as practical contents.

Your editorials are great and they are! 
wonderful. Whenever I read them, I al­
ways imagine that Dr. Rees is here in front 
of me speaking in person as if it were at 
the ministers conference which was held 
in our country in 1958.

May the Lord Jesus bless you and your 
staff.

Rev. and Mrs. Jose M. Nebabtl 
Lapuyan Evangelical Church; 

Lapuyan, Zamboanga del Sur,
Republic o f the Philippines

H a v e  Y o u  U s e d

DEPICTS the DRAMA 
of GOD AT WORK 
in the MIDST OF WAR
FLY OVER BATTLEFIELDS •  
WITNESS WAR’S DEVASTATION 
•  SEE HEROIC WORK OF U. S. 
CHAPLAINS •  WATCH MISSION­
ARIES AND VIETNAMESE CHRIS 
TIANS IN THEIR EVANGELISTIC 
MINISTRY

For further information write:

W O R L D  V I S I O N  F I L M S

W O R L D  V I S I O N  F I L M S ?
World Vision, in the interest of missionary challenge and to alert the people of Christ to
world need, has released the following films.

World Vision has two policies for dis­
tribution of these missionary films.

The following films are available for a $5  ser­
vice charge with the understanding you take an 
offering for your own missions project.

•  A CRY IN  THE NIGHT
•  THE RED PLAGUE
•  DEAD MEN O N  FURLOUGH
•  THE FLAME
•  OF SUCH IS THE KING DO M
•  NEW  CHINA CHALLENGE
The following are available on the basis of 

a free-will offering to be sent to W orld Vision.

•  SO LITTLE TIME
•  THE LEAST ONES

freewill offering basis 
to be sent to World Vision.

919  WEST HUNTINGTON DRIVE, MONROVIA, CALIFORNIA 9 10 16
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j From the Missions Bookshelf
Continued from page 23 

I] one woman who has given herself un- 
I reservedly to Christ and to those for 
| whom He died.
I One problem with the book, how- 
I ever, is Gleason's bent toward some 
I  unnecessary details. It drags a hit at 
| points and the story perhaps could be 
I told as well in two-thirds the number 
| of words.

i| Realities of mission life

| No G raven  Im ag e  by E lisabeth Elliot

1(H aipez and Row, N ew  York, $3.95) is 
rev iew ed  by H orace L. Fenton, Jr., gen- 

I  eral d irector o f  th e  Latin A m erica  Mis- 
I  sion.

: If you insist that a missionary novel 
I  have a happy ending, and that its story 
I  line follow your own preconceived no- 
I  tions of life on the mission field, you 
| are likely to find Elisabeth Elliot's new 

book disturbing.
This is a story of spiritual struggle. 

A new missionary endeavors to adjust 
to the realities of life on the field, and 
to correct the distorted picture of the 
service of God which characterized her 
thinking before she set foot on foreign 
soil.

When the story comes to a close, 
Margaret Sparhawk is not the trium­
phant soul whom we might expect to 
be the heroine of a missionary novel. 
Instead, she is bruised and battered. 
While she has unquestionably grown 
in her understanding of God and His 

I  purpose, it is evident that bitter battles 
still lie ahead.

You may not like that kind of story. 
You may wish, as this reviewer did,

I that there might have been at least a 
glimpse of some battle-scarred veteran 
who had walked Margaret Sparhawk's 
way before her and had come through

Primary mission

Missionary service is not optional. It 
is not something that a disciple of 
Christ may either accept or reject, de­
pending on his likes or dislikes, or on 
his particular frame of mind at a given 
time. A Christian is by definition a 
missionary. Accepting Christ as Sav­
iour and following Him as Lord cannot 
conceivably be complete without par­
ticipation in His program for making 
disciples of all nations. To the extent 
that any of us are non-missionary or 
anti-missionary, to that extent we are 
non-Christian or anti-Christian.

—T h e  Pentecostal Evangel.

trium phantly by the grace of God. 
There are such people, thank God.

Yet if you have been a missionary 
yourself, you will recognize familiar 
sights and sounds and many a mis­
sionary character trait. In the story Mrs. 
Elliot tells, you will smile ruefully at 
missionary conversations that you have 
overheard, and that you have partici­
pated in. You will find it easy to iden­
tify with the picture of missionary fail­
ures and frustrations, and much of what 
the author has drawn here will seem 
n o t so m uch a caricature as a fu ll 
length portrait.

Irene Webster-Smith
S e n s e i , t h e  L i f e  S to r y  o f  I r e n e
W e b s te r -S m ith  by Russell T. Hitt

(Harper and  Row, $3.95) is rev iew ed  by  
F. Carlton Booth, professor o f  evange­
lism , Fuller T heolog ica l Seminary, Pas­
adena, C alifornia.

Spending time with Irene Webster- 
Smith in Japan on various occasions, 
being with her at her beloved Ocho- 
nomizu Christian Student Center in 
Tokyo and witnessing outgoing love 
for people everywhere, I thought I 
knew Sensei. But Russell Hitt has told 
the story of this humble Irish woman 
with her wit and wisdom, her un­
daunted faith and her persistent dedi­
cation in a way that makes her exciting 
and eventful life glow with new mean­
ing.

This is more than a biography. With 
rare insight into missionary matters at 
home and abroad, the author shows 
how God gives grace to those who are 
privileged to serve and suffer for His 
glory.

"As thou goest step by step, I will 
open the way before thee" (Proverbs 
4:12, Syriac Version) has been the guid­
ing principle throughout Sensei's life. 
Now in her 81st year, she has proved 
how unfailing this promise is to any­
one who will trust God to make a way 
when there seems no way.

This book takes its place beside Ann 
o f  Ava and Mary Slessor o f  C alabar  in 
describing the dreams and hopes, the 
joys and disappointments of one of the 
Lord's handmaidens who heard His call 
and who dared to follow Him alone.

The story is compelling throughout. 
You will laugh and weep and bite your 
nails with excitement.

Some girls, as they read, will wonder 
about their own "A l" and what mean­
ing may lie for them behind these life­
long affections.

The story of Irene Webster-Smith has 
something to say to us all.

n
JAPAN

Key to Asia

Japan is moving rapid ly into the key 
role o f Asian leadership which her ad­
vanced industry and technology make 
inevitable. Great masses of population 
now closed to  the West, including China, 
are opening to  Japanese business and 
scien tific  visitors. AT THE SAME TIME, 
JAPAN IS AMAZINGLY OPEN TO THE 
GOSPEL!

Im m ediately a fte r World War II, PTL 
d istributed more than eleven m illion gos­
pels in Japan, which were eagerly re­
ceived and resulted in many thousands 
o f conversions. Now a new generation is 
ris ing in Japan th a t is restless, rootless, 
and searching. To meet th is openness 
and critica l opportun ity fo r  the  fu tu re  of 
all Asia, PTL has returned to  Japan to  
set up a continu ing m inistry. Your pray­
erful support fo r the success of th is  cam­
paign w ill help decide which way the 
key turns.

J. EDWARD SMITH 
International D irector

ALFRED A. KUNZ 
In ternational D irector Emeritus

THE

Pocket Testament League,
INC.

49 Honeck Street, Englewood, New Jersey 07631 
Canada: 74 Crescent Road, Toronto 5, Ontario

Would you like to keep in­
formed of the many overseas 
ministries of World Vision, 
Inc.? If so, we will be happy to 
send you, free of charge, the 
monthly issues of WORLD 
VISION SCOPE.

P le a s e  sen d  me W O R L D  
V IS IO N  S C O P E .

NAME (P lea se  P r in t )

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

Mail to: WORLD VISION SCOPE
Box O
Pasadena, C alifornia, or 
Box 181 -K
Toronto 12 , O ntario, CANADA
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THE ADVANCED 
STUDY SERIES

f A comprehensive study of the Gospels. D e-1 
' signed1 for those who want to know the 1 

Gospels in depth. Personalized instruction. ' 
40 exams to guide your study. 664-page 
textbook with 5 matching notebooks. Geared 
to  meet the needs of the pastor, Director of 
Christian education, Sunday school worker, 
and the mature Christian layman. An ex­
cellent aid to  witnessing, sermon prepara­
tion and your personal devotional life.
W rite for:
□  Illustrated brochure describing the Advanced 
Study Series. Q  Catalog of 39 other courses.

Address. 

I City____ _ Zip code.

M o o d y  C o rre s p o n d e n c e  S c h o o l Dept, l i w e
820 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, Illinois 60610

Y o u , too, can enjoy 
the Satisfaction
of knowing that your money 
is serving the best interests 
of the Lord’s work.

Find out fo r yourself why so many Chris­
tians are enjoying real satisfaction and ex­
cellent returns on Wheaton’s two proven 
investment plans.

1. WHEATON ANNUITIES
y i e l d  a  l i b e r a l  r a t e  o f  r e t u r n  ( m a y  e x c e e d  
9 % ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  y o u r  a g e )  w i t h  t h e  a s ­
s u r a n c e  o f  r e g u l a r  i n c o m e  c h e c k s  f o r  l i f e .  
Y o u  c a n  a l s o  p r o v i d e  r e g u l a t e d  s u m s  o f  
m o n e y  b y  will  t o  l o v e d  o n e s .

2. WHEATON DEPOSIT AGREEMENTS 
f o r  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  w a n t s  h i s  m o n e y  t o  g o  
i n t o  t h e  L o r d ’ s  w o r k ,  b u t  f i n d s  i t  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  h a v e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a v a i l a b l e  i f  n e e d e d .  
C u r r e n t l y  y o u  r e c e i v e  4% p e r  a n n u m ,  
a n d  p a y m e n t s  a r e  m a d e  s e m i - a n n u a l l y .

W e’ll be happy to  send you com plete  
in fo rm a tio n  on both plans.

M A IL  C O U P O N  T O D A Y
W H E A T O N  CO LLEG E
W h eato n , I ll in o is  Dept. WV 116

P l e a s e  s e n d  m e  □  Pleasant Tomorrows, b o o k ­
l e t  e x p l a i n i n g  A n n u i t y  P l a n .  □  F o l d e r  d e ­
s c r i b i n g  W h e a t o n  D e p o s i t  A g r e e m e n t .

Name ..... Age---------

QUOTE
UNQUOTE

The sense of frustration that is en­
demic in the world today is sharpened 
by the fact that catastrophe has fallen 
upon a generation that was unprepared 
for it.

Many of our earlier hopes were the 
harvest of a false view of history. For a 
century and more a belief in progress 
dominated the thought of Western 
man, and, like so many other things 
Western, it has profoundly influenced 
the outlook of the world at large. It be­
came part of the accepted belief of 
modern men that society is saved by 
the passage of time, by the processes of 
history which are conceived of as re­
demptive. Thinking thus, we found it 
easy to believe that the unfolding of 
the centuries was but the rolling out 
of a red carpet along which a lucky 
generation would walk into an earthly 
paradise.

W ith the advance of science, the 
new unity of mankind, and the grow­
ing spirit of internationalism, we found 
it comparatively easy to assume that 
the golden age was at hand and that we

of the twentieth century were the : 
lucky generation. The belief in prog-| 
ress and in redemptive history made it 
easy for us to assume that the sin and -i 
folly of many were being progressively! 
overcome, that the grosser forms of ] 
cruelty had been left behind in the; 
upward march of humanity and the 
more devastating types of human dis-j 
aster were a thing of the past.

To minds conditioned by this illu­
sion, the realities of contemporary his* - 
tory have dealt a shattering blow. We 
face, not peace and prosperity, but the 
menace of a divided world, the stale-1 
mate of a cold war, and the perpetual; 
threat of a new era of scientific barba-j 
rism. The rediscovery of the reality of 
wickedness has been an unnerving ex- i 
perience. And that, perhaps, is why so 
many people, in so many varying cir­
cumstances and in so many different 
parts of the world today, suffer from 
the sense of having been duped by their 
hopes.

—Charles W. Ransom, T hat the World 
M ay Know, Friendship Press, New York.

mm .

DAILY REMINDER 
may be purchased alone 

each 7 9 $
75c each 

for two or more

Enter your own NEW or RENEWAL 
one-year subscription at the

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS RATE

You’ll receive a F R E E  copy of the 1967 D A ILY  R E ­
M IN D ER . . . the 60-page all-purpose memo book, packed 
with day-by-day practical helps, information and instruction. 
Fits neatly into pocket or purse.
Choose vinyl cover from  3 attractive colors 
■ Metallic rich gold ■ Powder blue ■ Red Scotch plaid 

M/M reserves the right to substitute color, if necessary

MOODY MONTHLY 
□

820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago, III. 60610
Dept. 11W6

This little book can be

Enclosed is $3.50. Please en ter my □  New □  Renewal 
one-year subscription and send my 1967 Daily Rem inder.

□  Gold □  Blue □  Red 
Enclosed is $______________ . Please send m e ________ copies of the
Daily Rem inder @ 79c each (75c fo r 2 or more). 

My Name_________

Street_ 

Glty___

State _________________________________________ Z lp _
List gift subscriptions separately. Offer expires 
Jan. 31, 1967, and is not subject to further discount.

helpful to the Christian 
every day of the year. It's 
the first step toward being 
on time at the right place 
and on the right day. The 
Daily Reminder has many 
fine, useful features. I rec­
ommend it highly."
Dr. Kenneth N. Taylor 
Translator of Living 
Letters, Living 
Prophecies and 

.  Living Gospels

. . .  and with

W H E A T O N
A N N U I T I E S
you are assured 

of a
GUARANTEED 

INCOME 
FOR LIFE
w ith  im m e d ia te  

and co n tin u in g  ta x  
benefits
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NEW AMERICAN TEMPERANCE PLAN

P A Y S  ' 1 0 0  W E E K L Y . . .
even for life to Non-drinkers and Non-Smokers!

At last—a new kind of hospitalization plan for you thousands who realize drinking and 
smoking are harmful. Rates are fantastically low because “poor risk” drinkers and smok­
ers are excluded. Since your health is superior there is no age limit, no physical exami­
nation, no waiting period. Only you can cancel your policy. No salesman will ever call. 
Starting the first day you enter any hospital, you will be paid $14.28 a day.

You do not sm oke or drink— 
so why pay prem ium s for 

• those who do?
E v e r y  d a y  i n  y o u r  n e w s p a p e r  y o u  s e e  
m o r e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  d r i n k i n g  a n d  s m o k i n g  
s h o r t e n  l i f e .  T h e y ’ r e  n o w  o n e  o f  A m e r i c a ’ s  
l e a d i n g  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s — a  p r i m e  c a u s e  
o f  t h e  h i g h  p r e m i u m  r a t e s  m o s t  h o s p i t a l i ­
z a t i o n  p o l i c i e s  c h a r g e .

Our rates are based on your 
superior health , 

a s  a  n o n - d r i n k e r  a n d  n o n - s m o k e r .  T h e  
n e w  A m e r i c a n  T e m p e r a n c e  H o s p i t a l i z a ­
t i o n  P l a n  c a n  o f f e r  y o u  u n b e l i e v a b l y  l o w  
r a t e s  b e c a u s e  w e  d o  n o t  a c c e p t  d r i n k e r s  
a n d  s m o k e r s ,  w h o  c a u s e  h i g h  r a t e s .  A l s o ,  
y o u r  p r e m i u m s  c a n  n e v e r  b e  r a i s e d  b e ­
c a u s e  y o u  g r o w  o l d e r  o r  h a v e  t o o  m a n y  
c l a i m s .  O n l y  a  g e n e r a l  r a t e  a d j u s t m e n t  
u p  o r  d o w n  c o u l d  a f f e c t  y o u r  l o w  r a t e s .  
A n d  o n l y  y ou  c a n  c a n c e l  y o u r  p o l i c y .  W e  
c a n n o t .

READ YOUR AMERICAN 
TEM PERANCE PLAN B E N E FIT S
1. You receive $100 cash weekly— 

TAX F R E E —even for life,
f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  y o u  e n t e r  a  h o s p i t a l .  
G o o d  i n  a n y  h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  W e  p a y  
in  add ition  t o  a n y  o t h e r  i n s u r a n c e  y o u  
c a r r y .  W e  s e n d  y o u  o u r  p a y m e n t s  A i r  
M a i l  S p e c i a l  D e l i v e r y  s o  y o u  h a v e  c a s h  
o n  h a n d  fast.  N o  l i m i t  o n  n u m b e r  o f  t i m e s  
y o u  c o l l e c t .

2. Sickness and accidents are 
covered

e x c e p t  p r e g n a n c y ,  a n y  a c t  o f  w a r  o r  m i l i ­
t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  p r e - e x i s t i n g  a c c i d e n t s  o r

s i c k n e s s ,  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  u s e  o f  
l i q u o r  o r  n a r c o t i c s .  O n  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  
y o u ’ r e  f u l l y  p r o t e c t e d — a t  a m a z i n g l y  l o w  
r a t e s !

3. O ther benefits for loss 
w ithin 90 days of accident 

( a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  p o l i c y ) .  W e  p a y  $ 2 0 0 0  
c a s h  f o r  a c c i d e n t a l  d e a t h .  O r  $ 2 0 0 0  c a s h  
f o r  l o s s  o f  o n e  h a n d ,  o n e  f o o t ,  o r  s i g h t  o f  
o n e  e y e .  O r  $ 6 0 0 0  c a s h  f o r  l o s s  o f  b o t h  
e y e s ,  b o t h  h a n d s ,  o r  b o t h  f e e t .

We invite close com parison 
w ith any other plan. 

A c t u a l l y ,  n o  o t h e r  i s  l i k e  o u r s .  B u t  c o m ­
p a r e  r a t e s .  S e e  w h a t  y o u  s a v e .

DO T H IS  TODAY!
F i l l  o u t  a p p l i c a t i o n  b e l o w  a n d  m a i l  r i g h t  
a w a y .  U p o n  a p p r o v a l ,  y o u r  p o l i c y  w i l l  b e  
p r o m p t l y  m a i l e d .  C o v e r a g e  b e g i n s  a t  n o o n  
o n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  y o u r  p o l i c y .  D o n ’ t  d e ­
l a y .  E v e r y  d a y  a l m o s t  5 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  e n t e r  
h o s p i t a l s .  S o  g e t  y o u r  p r o t e c t i o n  n o w .

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE
R e a d  ove r y o u r  p o l ic y  c a re fu lly .  A s k  y o u r  m in ­
is te r , la w y e r  a n d  d o c to r to  e x a m in e  i t .  B e  su re  
i t  p ro v id e s  e x a c tly  w h a t we s a y  i t  does. T h e n , 
i f  f o r  a n y  re a so n  a t  a l l  y o u  a re  n o t 10 0  % s a tis ­
fie d , ju s t  m a il  y o u r  p o l ic y  back to  u s  w i th in  30  
d a y s  a n d  we w i l l  im m e d ia te ly  re f  u n d  y o u r  en ­
t i r e  p re m iu m . N o  q u e s tio n s  asked. Y o u  ca n  
g a in  th o u sa n d s  o f  d o l la r s . ,  .y o u  r is k  n o th in g .

IMPORTANT: include your first premium with application.
LOOK AT THESE 

AMERICAN TEMPERANCE LOW RATES
Pay Monthly Pay Yearly

Each adult 
19-59 pays

$38° *38
Each adult 
60-69 pays

$5*o *59
Each adult 
70-100 pays

$790 *79
$2»o * 2 8Each child 1 8 

and undar pay*
SAVE TWO MONTHS PREMIUM BY PAYING YEARLY!

TEAR O UT A N D  M A IL  TOD AY BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE

Application to Buckingham Life Insurance Company
Executive Offices, Libertyville, Illinois a t - i o o

AM ERICAN TEMPERANCE HOSPITALIZATION POLICY
Name (PLEASE PRINT)_______________________________________________________________
Street or RD #__________________________________ City_________________________________
C o u n ty  _ S t a t e ____________________ Z ip _____________________

Age__________

Occupation____
Beneficiary____

.Date of Birth.

 Height.
.Relationship_

Y e a r  
.Weight___

I also apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below:
N A M E  A G E  H E IG H T  W E IG H T  B E N E F IC IA R Y  B IR T H  D A TE

T o  th e  b e s t o f  y o u r  k n o w le d g e  a n d  b e lie f , a r e  y o u  a n d  a ll m e m b e r s  lis te d  a b o v e  In  g o o d  h e a lth  
a n d  fr e e  f r o m  a n y  p h y s ic a l im p a ir m e n t , o r  d is e a s e ?  Y e s  □  N o  □
T o  t h e  b e s t o f y o u r  k n o w le d g e , h a v e  y o u  o r  a n y  m e m b e r  a b o v e  lis te d  h a d  m e d ic a l a d v ic e  or 
tr e a t m e n t , o r  h a v e  y o u  o r  th e y  b e e n  a d v is e d  to  h a v e  a s u rg ic a l o p e r a tio n  in th e  la s t f iv e  y e ars? 
Y e s  □  N o  □  I f  s o , p le a s e  g iv e  d e ta ils  s ta tin g  p e rs o n  a ffe c te d , c a u s e , d a t e , n a m e  a n d  a d d re s s  
o f  a t te n d in g  p h y s ic ia n , a n d  w h e t h e r  f u l l y  r e c o v e r e d .

N e i t h e r  I n o r  a n y  p e rs o n  lis te d  a b o v e  u s e s  to b a c c o  o r  a lc o h o lic  b e v e r a g e s , a n d  I h e re b y  a p p ly  
f o r  a p o lic y  b a s e d  o n  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  th e  p o lic y  d o e s  n o t c o v e r  c o n d itio n s  o rig in a tin g  
p r io r  to  its  e ffe c tiv e  d a t e , a n d  th a t  th e  p o lic y  is is s u e d  s o le ly  a n d  e n tir e ly  In  re lia n c e  u p o n  th e  
w r it te n  a n s w e r s  to  th e  a b o v e  q u e s tio n s .

____________________  S ig n e d : X _________________________________________________D a te

Mail this application with your first premium to Dept. 6855

AMERICAN TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATES, Inc., Box 131, Ubertyville, Illinois

WORLD VISION MAGAZINE/NOVEMBER 1966



Fact or Facade?
Continued from page 7 

One competent couple left school for a city near an 
evangelical center which had a hospital, evangelical 
grade and high schools and a rural church which had 
produced over 25,000 baptized believers in some 20 
years. A number of resident missionaries and national 
evangelists lived within a short distance of this new 
couple's location.

Before they moved they wrote their supporters, 
"We'll be 1000 miles from the nearest missionary fam­
ily." From this statement the homefolks got the mes­
sage—isolation, sacrifice, end-of-the-world situation, 
drama, etc. If the report had said, "1000 miles from the 
nearest other family in our denomination," and in­
cluded some recognition of the already existing great 
evangelical movement, it would have been honest 
reporting. Recognition of the work of other Christians 
never hurts, but sometimes we are too small to admit 
they are there.

Let me submit the following plan for truthful re­
porting which will make the missionary better able to

Recruits in Mothballs
Continued from page 9

dent Volunteer Movement.
The word "volunteer" is significant. It is "one who 

offers to enter into service of his own free will."
The operative phrase today is "I am willing." The 

covenant that the student volunteers signed was "I am 
willing and desirous, God permitting, to become a 
foreign missionary." The word "desirous" gives us a 
clue to the difference in approach to missionary service 
then and now.

In reading reports of convention addresses of the 
Student Volunteer Movement, it is interesting to see 
the emphasis. There was a good deal of stress on the 
need of the world and the fact that students with ad­
vantages of growth, education and knowledge of salva­
tion had a responsibility to meet those needs.

Robert Wilder writes appreciatively of his father 
saying to students, "The question is not why you 
should go but, if you are a true servant of Christ, why 
you should not go where the need is greater."

Most of us today doubt whether need alone consti­
tutes a call, but we face a crisis today in decision mak­
ing among Christians. This concerns choice of studies, 
graduate school and life work. We are glad to preach 
that Christ gives a purpose in life, but this purpose 
often seems strangely absent among Christians in their 
early twenties.

A Pentecostal author, Donald Gee, comments on 
this tendency to look for personal "messages" of guid­
ance. "This possesses an attraction," he says, "that 
often can be described as little less than a fascination 
for many good people. Strangely enough, it seems to 
appeal to the cultured and educated almost more than 
to the unlearned and ignorant. An examination of the 
Scripture will show us that as a matter of fact, the early

interpret God's working as he communicates with his 
home churches.

1. Let there be realism. A student recently shared 
with us his personal experience of deciding to write 
home honestly from his heart. He shared many of his 
own perplexities, doubts, failures and uncertainties, 
as well as his blessings. He found that people appreci­
ated his frankness and were able to enter more realis­
tically into a partnership of prayer and intercession. 
This was helpful to their own spiritual welfare, for 
they were able to identify with him as a real person in 
spiritual warfare rather than an unreal image that 
they could not understand.

2. Let there be frankness in the presentation of the 
fact that one's ministry is a part of a total evangelical 
thrust and that other missionaries, national pastors 
and churches of other denominations are witnessing 
there too—perhaps have been for long years.

3. Let reporting be vivid, living, rich with human 
interest—all this as lives are lived under the guidance 
and leading of the Lord. But let it be the truth, the 
whole truth—and nothing but the truth!

Christians did not continually receive such voices 
from heaven. In most cases, they made their decision 
by the use of what we often call 'sanctified common 
sense!'"

Most young people are leaving the initiative in mis­
sionary service to the Lord and adopting an attitude 
of willing passivity.

Mission boards pride themselves on the fact that 
they never invite people to serve with them but wait 
for them to volunteer. This overlooks the fact that no 
church would ask in that way but would take the 
initiative in looking for a new pastor. I have come to 
the conclusion that we should be more persuasive in 
asking for missionary volunteers and I intend to be so.

If this attitude of willing passivity is common today, 
it is because we older ones have taught youth that this 
is the correct and scriptural way. But is it?

To go to the mission field without a sense of call is 
a serious thing. But it is also serious to teach people to 
expect a call in a way that God never promised to give.

The missionary call probably needs to be stated with 
much less emotion and far more biblical truth, less 
feeling and more specific information of needs that 
our young people can meet by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.

As it is, mission societies leave the initiative to the 
youth and the youth leaves the initiative to the Lord, 
who spoke clearly and repeatedly that the task of the 
church is to "make disciples of all nations."

We must find new ways to close the communica­
tions gap between missionary needs and missionary 
manpower. One way is by direct and Spirit filled ap­
peal to youth. The other is by direct appeal to the Lord.

"The crop is heavy, but laborers are scarce. You 
must, therefore, beg the owners to send laborers to 
harvest the crop" (Matt. 9:38, New English Bible).
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F I L M S
FOR ANY CHURCH Need

Prayer-Planned Parenthood
Continued from page 11 

cemed, was that everything was har­
monious and satisfactory.

There were some problems, and God 
pity the church that does not have 
them. But keeping the dirty clothes 
hanging in the parsonage, or in any 
other church home, for the gaze of im­
pressionable children is, I believe, sin­
ful.

W hen our daughter was in her col­
lege years my wife and I began remi­
niscing one day about some experi­
ences. She said in surprise, "W hy I 
never heard about those things before." 
How many children are disillusioned 
in regard to the church and the service 
of the Lord because parents are con­
stantly talking about the difficulties 
and differences in the church, con­
tinually airing the disapproval and dis­
gust with which they view everything 
they disagree with.

No wonder many children from so- 
called Christian homes fail to become 
interested in the work of the Lord. 
Parental criticism is much more in 
evidence than parental enthusiasm.

Companions to children

We tried to make companions of our 
children. There were times when the 
Sunday sermon lacked the finesse with 
which it might have been decorated, 
because there was a very interesting 
football game at Ann Arbor, or because 
the Detroit Tigers were fighting for the 
baseball championship.

We took many trips with our chil­
dren and for them. A garden plot that 
we hopefully started every spring al­
ways wound up as a baseball field. At 
least it  made hoeing weeds unneces­
sary.

Instead of the gang in our neighbor­
hood meeting in some back alley they 
met in our backyard. I do not know of 
one of them who ever became an un­
desirable citizen.

Finally, we never kept the mission 
field before our children as the one 
and only alternative they could choose 
and yet be consecrated Christians. 
Praise the Lord for laymen who are 
just as consecrated to the work of the 
Lord as those who go to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. But we did empha­
size the joy and satisfaction of giving 
the Lord first place.

Now that all three are missionaries 
in South America, we truly rejoice and 
praise the Lord for giving us the oppor­
tunity of being the parents of three 
wonderful "Missionary Kids."
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Young people as the focus of the 
church's missionary program?

Presbyterian Church of the Atone­
ment in Washington, D.C. believes the 
young people of the church should be 
a vital part of their missions program. 
They are seeing their convictions bear 
fruit.

Two young women are now finish­
ing their training for full time work, 
possibly overseas. A young man is pre­
paring himself for seminary. Three or 
four now in senior high have made 
strong commitments toward mission­
ary careers. Many of the others are 
corresponding with missionaries.

A deeper missionary commitment 
among the membership, particularly 
the youth, was the goal of Rev. Stewart 
Rankin when he began his ministry at 
the 450 member church.

This is how he has worked to achieve 
this goal.

Sunday school and youth depart­

ments take special missionary offerings 1 
once each month. Often these gifts are t 
designated for particular projects. A 
junior high group, for example, has! 
been contributing toward the purchase! 

g  a  of ah airplane fori
0  ■ a missionary.

1 Missionary of J  
ferings of the Sun-j 

day school and youth amount to $1,0001 
a year. Also young people make indiva 
dual "faith promise offerings."

"W e pray for the missionaries by ’ 
name," says Mr. Rankin. "W e learn to ; 
support them as people. It's made a big 
difference."

The congregation raises about $5001 
a year to send a youth delegation to the 
student missionary conventions held 
every three years at Urbana, Illinois. '

O f their own missionary services, 
which extend over eight days Rankin! 
says, "T h e conferences have been of 
special help in cultivating Christian 
maturity among our young people." I

The big event is a youth dinner at 
which the missionaries are special 
guests.

To get the most out of person-to-per-‘ 
son possibilities the missionaries are 
housed with families where there are; 
children of high school age.

"Deeper missionary commitment" 
for this church has and does mean more 
than just a bigger budget. A more com-; 
plete involvement of every age of the 
church in the missions program is the 
goal they strive for.

announcing
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THE EDITORIAL VIEW

Not Prima Donnas But Partners
Why is it that more young people in the United 

States—especially among the college-trained-are not 
offering themselves for missionary service overseas?

Charles H. Troutman, drawing on his years of ser­
vice in Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, believes 
that one ingredient in the answer is a distorted image 
of the missionary's role that is too often given in the 
speeches of missionary executives and the reports of 
furloughing missionaries. The distortion arises through 
an overworking of the idea of leadership, conceived of 
in highly individualistic, if not heroic, terms.

Actually, says Troutman, "The typical student is 
less interested in becoming a heroic leader than he is 
in sacrificial service as a m em ber o f a team.” 1 (Italics 
ours.)

Today's college student has almost certainly become 
acquainted with students from overseas. One of them 
may be his roommate. Some of these visiting students 
are openly hostile to the Christian missions at work in 
their countries; others, especially if they are them­
selves Christians, are not bitterly negative but they are 
probably critical at points, sometimes shrewdly so, 
sometimes superficially so.

In any case, the Christian "varsity" students from 
one of our American churches has already come to 
realize (1) that there is a body of Christian nationals in 
existence in most of these overseas lands and (2) that 
the "wave of the future" does not favor U. S. citizens 
who go out to "foreign fields" to start something new, 
to assume leadership roles, to exercise authority over 
the nationals.

Many of these knowledgeable and sensitive college 
young people are more likely to be repelled than chal­
lenged by a "missionary conference" address that ig­
nores the existence of the national churches and the 
importance of a fraternally and creatively meaningful 
relationship between the missionaries and the indige­
nous communities of Christians. It is in this context 
that we see the significance of the "team" idea which, 
Mr. Troutman insists, makes far more of an appeal to 
our college youth than one that is highly individual­
istic.

The truth is that unless the "leader" concept is 
blended and balanced with the "servant" concept, 
what we get can be more demonic than Christian. "To 
tell a man," says Bishop Stephen Neill, "that he is 
called to be a leader, or that he is being trained to be a 
leader, is the best way of insuring his spiritual ruin, 
since in the Christian world ambition is more deadly 
than any other sin, and, if it is yielded to, makes a man 
unprofitable in the ministry."
^Q uoted fro m  a p e rcep tiv e  and p ro v o ca tiv e  a r tic le  o n  "What Really Keeps 

Students From Volunteering for Missions I" in  th e  1966 "S u m m e r  Is s u e "  
o f  th e  Evangelical Missions Quarterly.

The cut and thrust of those words are sharp indeed, 
but no sharper than when Jesus said, "You know that 
in the world, rulers lord it over their subjects, and 
their great men make them feel the weight of author­
ity,- but it shall not be so with you. Among you, who­
ever wants to be great must be your servant, and who­
ever would be first must be the willing slave of all" 
(Matt. 20:25-27, NEB).

If Troutman is right, our Christian "varsity" friends 
will be more responsive if that note is more clearly and 
compellingly sounded. —PSR

T h e  B i b l e :  

E v a n g e l i s t  i n  P r i n t

"There is just one book that bears translation into 
all languages, transmission through all ages, and trans­
plantation to all lands, and that is the Bible." So wrote 
James Hastings, famed for his Bible Dictionary.

Although the missionary dimension of that quota­
tion would justify our use of it at any time, there is a 
particular reason for recalling it in this year of our 
Lord 1966. September 30 marked another anniversary 
of the death, in the year 420, of St. Jerome, that "most 
learned of the Latin Fathers" who became the first 
man to translate the whole Bible into the Latin tongue. 
It was from this' translation that Wycliffe worked 
when, a thousand years later, he produced the first 
complete Bible in English.

Heroic and noble is the heritage of translations and 
versions of Holy Scripture to which we are heir who 
are concerned about the penetration of the whole 
world with the Christian message.

"In regard to this great Book," said Abraham Lin­
coln, "I have but to say, it is the best gift God has given 
to men. All that the good Saviour gave to the world 
was communicated through this book."

It was fitting, therefore, that earlier in the year 
Senator Fred Harris of Oklahoma introduced into the 
Congressional Record an extended resolution of appre­
ciation for the immensely valuable work of all those 
persons and agencies that, past and present, have con­
tributed to the circulation of Bibles in the languages 
of men everywhere.

Most of these Bibles are in the vernaculars of the 
people, a fact that reminds us of the Welsh woman, 
blessed with but slight education, who insisted that 
Jesus was a Welshman. They said, "Oh, no, Jesus Christ 
was a Jew." "But He speaks to me in Welsh," was her 
reply.

How right she was! —PSR
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THE EDITORIAL VIEW

Let’s Have Some Thankful Thinking
While World War II was still shadowing and shat­

tering the earth one of our U. S. Thanksgiving Days 
came around. Shortly before its arrival a cartoon ap­
peared in a popular magazine, showing our President 
and his wife in conversation. On the lips of the First 
Lady the cartoonist had put this question: "Do you 
think a Thanksgiving Proclamation can be enforced 
this year?"

Let me underline two words in that question. "Do 
you think that a Thanksgiving Proclamation can be 
enforced this year?" Thanksgiving in a year when 
families are broken and bereaved, when bombs are 
falling, when cities are in ruins, when incredible bru­
tality and horror stalk the earth?

Now underline another word: "Do you think  that a 
Thanksgiving Proclamation can be enforced this 
year?" Here is the clue we need: there is a connection 
between thinking and thanking.

We get nowhere in the school of praise until we see 
that thankfulness is far less a matter of external ad­
vantage than it is of internal attitude. Being grateful 
does not depend a fraction as much on what we view 
as on the point of view.

Two men looked  out o f prison bars:
T he one saw the mud, the other the stars.

"Now, brothers, practice thinking . . .  on everything 
that is . . .  praiseworthy." That, condensed, is the Wil­
liams rendering of Philippians 4:8. It is an excellent 

2 2  springboard for some thankful thinking about the 
world of Christian mission and the work of Christian 
missions today.

I .

Let's think thankfully about the durables that al­
ways underlie our missionary witness: the Gospel, the 
Church, the Scriptures. Time may enhance our under­
standing of them; time has no power to destroy them. 
It is in the abiding context of these three imperishables 
that millions of our contemporaries sing:

'Praise, my soul, the King o f Heaven,
To his feet thy tribute bring;

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who like thee His praise should sing1 

Praise Him! Praise Him! Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise the everlasting King!

n
Furthermore, we are wise if we think thankfully 

about the developm ents that, even in these tough 
times, speak of progress in missions. In Brazil, for ex­
ample, less than forty years have been required to 
move Protestant strength from about 400,000 to more 
than 4,000,000. Growth rates not far behind that of 
Brazil can be found in such countries as Korea, Tai­
wan and some areas of the South Pacific.

Think of the sensationally successful attack on illit­
eracy that has been spearheaded by Dr. Frank Laubach 
and his colleagues and is now massively aided by a 
secular strong arm called UNESCO.

Recall that since 1946, when Station HCJB, Quito,: 
Ecuador, went on the air as an international Christian 
broadcasting station, some 35 other stations have be- j 
gun transmitting the Christian message in scores of 
languages.

Add to the foregoing achievements the work of those 
tireless technicians — symbolized by the "Wycliffe"! 
group — who reduces tribal languages to writing and 
facilitate the translation of the Scriptures into these: 
hitherto bookless tongues. Wycliffe Bible Translators 
alone is served by a field force of 1800 linguists who 
in 18 nations are working in some 400 languages.

Add also the persistently praiseworthy work of the 
Bible societies, which last year put into circulation a 
grand total of 76,953,369 Bibles and Bible portions. 
Thankful reflection at this point should include the 
recognition of a new fact and factor on the world Bible 
scene: in many parts of the Roman Catholic world 
there is a notably new openness towards the distribu­
tion and use of the Bible.

III.
Paradoxically, we are entitled to give thoughtful 

thanks even for the deficiencies that appear here and 
there in the work of missions, especially when such 
liabilities give rise to self-criticism and deeper commit­
ment. This year's "Wheaton Congress" represented an 
overdue and happy drawing together of the two largest 
non-conciliar missionary associations in the world— 
the IFMA and the EFMA. It was an excellent effort, 
executed with skill and warmly to be applauded.

Looking in another direction, we discover that the 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism of the 
World Council of Churches has undertaken a large- 
scale examination of the theme of "conversion." It 
comes none too soon. It is hoped that its results will be 
probingly beneficial, serving to sharpen the biblical 
and psychological insights of concerned churchmen 
both within and without the WCC orbit. Bishop 
Stephen Neill, we recall, several years ago gave warn­
ing to his World Council colleagues that in all of their 
ecumenical jargon the missing word was "conversion."

It is not a shallow, emotional thanksgiving that 
serves God best and serves us well. It is thoughtful 
thanks. Hence Paul's word to the Philippians, as timely 
as it is timeless: "practice thinking. . .  on everything 
that is . . .  praiseworthy." So approached, the imperish­
ables, the improvements, and even the imperfections 
of our missionary witness to the world can serve as a 
trigger to release appropriate doxologies. —PSR
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PASTOR, WHAT ARE YOU DOING. . .
. . .  to help young couples in your church establish Christian homes?

W hether you are listening to the exciting plans 

of an engaged couple, sharing the hopes of new  
parents-to-be, or helping a young couple find a 
more solid foundation for their m arriage, you will 
find Home Life a helpful hand.

The monthly magazine, which you have used 

so often in your own home, can mean much to 
young people in your church.

"The Family Worships" takes the awkwardness  
out of doing something new at home. Its com­
plete daily  meditation guides include a Scripture 
reference, a  devotional thought, and a prayer 

guide.

"The Family Teaches" gives parents eye-opening 
information about their lives with teen-agers, chil­
dren, and the small fry.

Every reader can see himself or someone he 
knows in the short, human-interest stories.

Poems, question-answer pages, and a cheerful, 
thoughtful column, "Let Father Speak," round out 
Home Life's pages.

When you are leading engaged and married 
couples in your community toward establishing 
Christian homes, you can give them something 

extra to take with them . . . Home Life. A gift sub­
scription is only $3.00 a year. Or you might prefer 
to distribute the magazine at the church each 
month . . . three monthly issues are only 45 cents.

Church Literature Department 
127 Ninth Avenue, North 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 a
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