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“ in those slow ox-waoon days it took 100 years before the two

mm

by Ralph E . Dodge

Christian witness under apartheid
Christian witness is not dependent upon any type of 

government for its effectiveness. History shows that 
often the witness has been sharpest when the political 
environment was the most oppressive.

Christian witness comes from the inner spiritual life 
of the Christian. It can glow with penetrating warmth 
in the arctic regions or it can be lukewarm along the 
equator. It can be dynamic in dictatorial Spain and 
feeble in liberal Protestant England. At times, the more 
hazardous the witnessing the more effective it becomes.

There is partial religious liberty under the Smith 
regime. Both Roman Catholics and Protestants are able 
to carry on their established programs with a great deal 
of freedom. There is freedom of worship, although 
printed sermons must pass censorship and informers 
are present in many congregations — as was proved by 
the arrest of the Rev. Charles Blakney for a comment 
he made in a sermon. Ministers do have comparative 
freedom of expression so long as they stick to conven

tional religious subjects such as personal salvation. 
They must exercise considerable care when they ven
ture into the area of man's relationship to his fellow- 
men. But, aside from the matter of social pronounce
ments and involvement, there is considerable religious 
liberty and helpful encouragement from the govern-, 
ment in the social services.

If the Christian churches confine their witness to 
proclaiming the saving grace of Jesus Christ to all men 
in the existing situations of life, then it is no challenge 
to the Smith regime. So long as the focus is "spiritual" 
there is no interference. But once the witness moves to 
include the demands of the prophets, "to do justly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God," or to

C ontinued on  page 4
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ick and while, clashed.’

by M a jo r M llster Smith
Christian witness under apartheid

Without question, there is more virile Christianity 
among both black and white in Rhodesia and South 
Africa than in most countries. Visiting evangelists from 
overseas are deeply impressed by the warm spiritual 
atmosphere. The churches are full, prayer meetings 
are well attended and there is very little modernism. 
The influence of the saintly Andrew Murray (whose 
books are still best sellers around the world) lives on. 
The Dutch Reformed Church is fundamental in doc
trine and loyal to the Word. Baptist churches are alive 
and growing. The evangelical Church of England (as 
distinct from the bigger Anglican denomination led 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury) puts up a fine wit
ness under difficult circumstances. It refuses to attack 
the government's apartheid policy. South Africa leads 
the world in distribution of the Scriptures in propor
tion to the population, its annual total being exceeded 
only by the United States and Germany.

A British evangelist campaigned all over Rhodesia

last year and reported, "The situation in Rhodesia is 
vastly different from what we were led to expect by 
the British press, radio and T V . . .  We found South 
Africa to be the most Christian country we have ever 
visited anywhere in the world." I would agree with 
this assessment, except for Johannesburg (city of gold) 
which is largely godless. Its large Jewish and gentile 
population, drawn from many lands, is primarily en
gaged in the pursuit of Mammon. But even there one 
finds a virile Christian witness among white and black.

Effects of government policies on missionary activity 
At the vanguard of missionary activity I would place 

the Dutch Reformed Church. This denomination backs
Continued on page 5
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Dodge, continued from  page 2

Jesus' command, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy
self," theideologicalbreak with the governmentbecomes 
almost inevitable.

Effects of government policies on missionary activity 
Since 1964, some 10 or 12 missionaries have either 

been expelled from Rhodesia or told not to return when 
they left for furlough overseas. Others have been denied 
entrance. Most of those restricted or expelled have 

4  been Americans. But, so far as I know, the government 
of the day has never retaliated against the friends of 
those expelled or against the churches they represent. 
Thus one may conclude that the government wants 
the cooperation of the churches but wishes to control 
both their activities and their proclamations.

How Africans feel about the law 
Law and order have been maintained. The strong 

police force and restrictive legislation have done away 
with most open African opposition to the Smith 
regime. However, the price has been severe: political 
parties have been banned, newspapers closed down, 
detention camps built and filled, trials postponed up 
to five years, censorship established and large numbers 
of informers employed to tattle on friends and neigh
bors. Fear of consequences has subdued most overt 
opposition to the government and stilled prophetic 
voices so that a surface calm reigns over Rhodesia. A 
police state has developed. It is more difficult to prove 
than to imagine what may be happening under the 
surface and in the subconscious minds of men.

one for Europeans, one for Asians and Coloreds, and! 
one for Africans. The less pigmented the skin, the morei 
educational opportunities are available and the more: 
money is spent by the government. Educational grants' 
are about ten times as high per student for European' 
children as for Africans.

Most European children can proceed through the! 
university course if they have the ability and the! 
perseverence. African children are limited by econom-! 
ics, legislation and lack of facilities as well as by cul
tural influences beyond their control. At the base there i 
is fairly general education with probably 85 percent ini 
school up through the first three grades. Then the limi- 
tation of facilities and certain cultural influences begin i 
to eliminate large numbers of African children each! 
year. Less than a tenth of those who begin grade one : 
get into high school, and only a very few are admitted! 
to university.

The educational level in Rhodesia is rising much: 
more slowly than in the independent countries to the 
north. Government controls, perhaps through eco-l 
nomic limitations, are impeding the rate of develop-i 
ment. However, the present regime is trying to main-1 
tain the educational standards at the level they received i 
them from the previous government.

Social rights under apartheid
Segregation is upheld by law and social custom. The j 

Land Apportionment Act separates the population into 
three groups: Europeans, Asians and Coloreds, andj 
Africans. The plan of former governments to bring j 
the various ethnic groups together into an integrated j 
society has been reversed. The regime-approved pat-

C ontinued on page 6

Education and apartheid policy 
There is educational advancement up to a certain 

point. The government has three systems of education,
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Smith, continued from  page 3

the South African policy of apartheid, feeling it is in 
the best interests of both black and white. Neverthe
less, it has more missionaries at work in southern Africa 
than any other denomination. It puts the preaching of 
the gospel first, but also has splendid schools and hos
pitals, homes for the blind, the deaf and dumb, and 
so on. Its doctors, nurses and teachers serve the Afri
cans with real love. This is what Africans appreciate 
far more than detached political patronage. They want 
people who will sit where they sit and share their 
sorrows.

South African missionaries do not confine their acti
vities to their own country. They are very active in 
Rhodesia and Malawi, and before the hate vendetta 
was worked up by the Communists and others, they 
served with real success in Nigeria, Congo, Kenya and 
the Sudan.

The Dorothea Mission, with headquarters in Pre
toria, administrative capital of South Africa, carries on 
a fine evangelistic work in tents pitched in the slum 
areas of African townships. Its mixed teams of evan
gelists are busy preaching the gospel in season and out 
of season while their critics in various political and 
religious circles in Britain and elsewhere are so busy 
denouncing policies which they do not understand 
that they have little time to devote to soul-winning.

I traveled with one of these teams throughout South 
Africa and Rhodesia and as far afield as Zambia, Mal
awi and Kenya. The South African government is 
aware of these integrated teams but raises no objection. 
Its policy is to see that as far as possible apartheid does 
not hinder the work of the missionaries. Even in Pre
toria, the very heart of apartheid, I have seen black and 
white mix in the Dorothea tents to hear the gospel.

How Africans feel about the law
Every law bears down on someone, in every land. 

Much depends on how it is applied, and a few police 
can be harsh toward the Africans, though the majority 
are very fair. I do not practice apartheid, nor do I agree 
with all its workings. Apartheid is not an ideal solu
tion, but it is the best policy for the present, and many 
Africans want it. They wept when they heard of the 
assassination of Dr. Verwoerd, the architect of this 
policy, whom they looked on as their father.

Rhodesia will weather the imposition of sanctions 
and will emerge a stronger nation. Most Africans there 
want white rule, proved by the fact that a handful of 
white police keep order in a country as big as England 
with a population of four million blacks. When Com
munist-trained Africans infiltrate from Zambia, bent 
on destroying the whites, the Rhodesian Africans rush 
to inform the police and ask them to round up the 
intruders. Most Africans were very glad when certain 
political leaders were put under restriction (with a 
great measure of freedom) in remote areas, for they had 
been fighting each other for political power in their 
zeal to oust the whites and had terrorized African 
inhabitants in certain areas. Peace has returned now

that those men have been removed.

Education and apartheid policy 

South Africa and Rhodesia are doing far more for 
the education and uplift of the Africans than are any 
other states in that continent. And they receive no 
loans or grants from the United States or Britain or 
anyone else.

Social rights under apartheid 

The aim of apartheid is to keep the races separate. 
Dr. Verwoerd and his government felt deeply and pas

sionately that a white Christian civilization must be 
preserved at all costs, in the interests of both black and 
white. Intermarriage of black and white (and indeed 
m iscegenation outside of marriage) is a criminal 
offense.

Black and white may not reside in the same areas 
nor attend the same schools. This sounds cruel until 
we remember that many Africans prefer this. They 
would rather attend their own segregated churches and 
hear the gospel in their own language than attend a 
white church and not understand anything. The law 
forbidding blacks to attend white churches is not al
ways strictly enforced, and I have often seen Africans 
admitted and sit together at the back of the church. 
Few whites object to this. I have also seen black choirs 
singing to white people in white churches.

South Africa's new prime minister, Mr. B. J. Vorster, 
has a reputation for toughness, mainly because of his 
implacable hatred of communism. However, he is 
showing remarkable statesmanship in relation to neigh
boring African states and has relaxed the color bar

C ontinued on page 7
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Dodge, continued fiom  page 4

Voting rights for blacks
The majority are denied the franchise. Of more than 

four million Africans, less than 100,000 have the right 
to vote — and most of them on a separate "B" roll. A 
large percentage of potential African voters refused to 
register, in protest over the insignificant number of 
seats available for their representatives in parliament. 
Thus, in a part of the world where the old colonial 
pattern has been giving way to self-determination, the 
Smith regime tries to check and, if possible, reverse the 
trend of our times. In so doing he is denying many 
capable people one of their basic rights.

The pattern of domination by a small minority group 
could be the spark which might ignite the whole of 
tern of life is apartheid from birth to death. This sepa
rateness carries over into most phases of life —aca
demic, economic and, above all, social. Interestingly 
enough, at the political level, Africans can belong to 
white-controlled political parties if they wish. All Afri
can-controlled parties have been banned.

Economic effects of apartheid
The economic structure of society is such that Euro

peans are almost always favored. Rarely is there a 
salary for the job. Africans hold unskilled jobs where 
wages are low, or they live on six-acre farms on reserves 
where the land is already overcrowded and the soil 
poor. A few purchased farms of a more adequate acre
age when a previous government allowed them to. 
Some Africans are in the professions or white-collar 
rarely equals that of the European.

The vast majority of rural Africans live on a subsist
ence level. The per capita salary of the European is 
about ten times that of his African' fellow resident in 
Rhodesia. This state of affairs will undoubtedly con
tinue as long as controls are in the hands of a minority 
government.

southern Africa in a bloody racial war. Whether th§ 
minority can impose their wishes upon the majority i 
indefinitely is as questionable as is their right to do so. ■

Attitude of Christians toward these governments
Whether or not one can support the Smith govern- i  

ment depends to a large extent on his own spiritual 
orientation. If one accepts the gospel with its message 
of salvation as something purely spiritual and sepa
rated from the practical affairs of life, he may well 
be happy with the present regime in Rhodesia. On the 
other hand, he who interprets the gospel as also de
manding brotherhood in the affairs of the community 
and nation in order to bring man into his fullest pos
sible stature in Christ will have to raise his voice in 
protest over what is happening there.

Any religion that supports a regime which denies 
him brotherhood and equality will be summarily dis
missed by the African as hypocritical and fake. To the 
westerner, segregation, oppression and injustice may 
not tell much about a man's religion. But to the African 
they are of the very essence of religion and those who 
practice or uphold them will have a barren ministry. 
Testing by the fruits is still a good way of evaluating 
our faith.

For the African, religion involves all of life. For him, 
any Christian witness must involve the totality of life 
if it is to be meaningful. Whatever divides life into 
sacred and secular compartments, into the religious 
and the practical, makes no impact upon him. But a 
religion which includes all of life, both sacred and 
secular, both here and hereafter, will receive his con
sideration.

After all is said, it seems to me that the effectiveness 
of our witness depends upon our attitude to an illegal, 
unjust minority regime in Rhodesia. To support it 
largely negates our witness among the African people.
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Smith, continued from page 5
in certain directions. He has offered financial and 
technical help to new African states bordering on South 
Africa. These states have reacted favorably, and several 
African political leaders have gone to South Africa to 
meet Dr. Vorster. They have stayed in exclusive white 
hotels and in many ways rigid apartheid laws have 
been relaxed in their favor. Mr. Vorster has been pho
tographed shaking hands with these visitors.

South Africa sits back in astonishment and awaits 
events. They are not slow in coming, for the govern
ment has abolished segregation in South African sport
ing teams going overseas so that black and white South 
Africans may now play together and stay at the same 
hotels abroad. Christians will continue to pray that 
God will give wisdom and guidance to the fine leaders 
of that wonderful country.

Economic effects of apartheid 
Many educated Africans no doubt chafe under 

apartheid laws, yet they must admit they are far better 
off under white rule than they were before the white 
man came. Indeed, they are better off than Africans 
to the north in states where white rule has ended. 
There the clock has been put back 100 years and there 
has been a reversal to tribal war, witchcraft and cruelty. 
This is why over a million Africans have illegally 
entered South Africa since World War II. They do not 
fear apartheid, nor are they concerned about integra
tion or having the vote. What they want is peace and 
security, the high wages and other benefits they enjoy 
in South Africa.

Voting rights for blacks 
If ever Africans get the vote and become the rulers 

of South Africa, it is better that this should come grad
ually within a generation or two, rather than suddenly 
with the awful consequences to be seen all over Africa.

Apartheid may gradually disappear as the Africans 
become educated and civilized. Evolution is better than 
revolution.

South Africa and Rhodesia do not belong by right 
to the black people. They belong to God, "who hath 
made of one blood all nations of m e n . . .  and hath 
determined the times before appointed, and the bounds 
of their habitation” (Acts 17:26). The virile black Afri
can tribes now in southern Africa migrated from some
where near the Sudan, moving ever southward, 
destroying or absorbing weaker tribes, until at last they 
reached South Africa. The indigenous inhabitants 
there were just a handful of small, yellow men called 
Bushmen. They were no match for the invaders from 
the north who were more numerous and powerful. The 
few hundred Bushmen who survive today live in desert 
places. They were destroyed by blacks not whites.

When the whites arrived about 300 years ago they 
entered by sea from Capetown as the blacks entered 
from the north. In those slow ox-wagon days it took 
100 years before the two invading forces, black and 
white, clashed. In the providence of God, the whites 
won, put down tribal war, witchcraft, cruel customs 
such as killing of twins and murder of innocent people, 
and gave the blacks schools and hospitals and, above 
all, the gospel.
Attitude of Christians toward these governments

Rhodesia has in Ian Smith a God-fearing, courageous 
leader who enjoys the confidence of the great majority 
of both black and white.

We live in crisis days, and our great burden should 
be for revival and the spread of the gospel. Let us leave 
political agitation to those who know not Christ, and 
refuse to condemn things we do not understand or to 
believe all we read from biased books which grind poli
tical axes.
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ITt was painful surgery.
As my family and I slowly disengaged 

ourselves from the culture and conti
nent of which we had been a part, 
many thoughts were going through my 
mind. We were on our way home from 
our second tour of missionary duty 
in Burundi, Africa.

One feels a just sense of pride in 
being a member of the Africa Corps of 
the Army of the King of Kings. He 
hopes his service has been acceptable.

An uneasy feeling

But upon recall, I found much that 
left me uneasy.

We lifted off from the airport at 
Bujumbura, flew over the lovely hill
sides to Kampala, saw the glory of the 
setting sun, visited in Cairo, then 
moved on to the countries of the Near 
East. There, in the living room of a 
friend in Tel Aviv, Israel, I read it: 

What we don’t lemembei is Jesus 
was much more pione first to lis
ten to a person before he preached 
to him. For the very act of seri
ously listening may be one of the 

' biggest expressions of love he has 
ever experienced*
One thing that had troubled me 

greatly was my inability to carry on a 
conversation with an African in his 
own language, Kirundi. Over and over 
again I had wanted just to go down 
the path with one of the hospital 
employees and chat with him, then 
visit his home kraal. But since he did 
not know French and I did not know 
Kirundi, we could not share together. 
I believe both of us sensed a personal 
loss.

Language study at dawn

I had not shied away from studying 
Kirundi. Most mornings found me up 
at 4:30 or 5:00 for an hour of language 
study. But with the daylight hours 
came hospital responsibilities that kept 
me from scheduled study periods with 
tutors.

Part of the difficulty arose from the 
lack of updated language learning  
techniques and materials. I set about 
to gather necessary tapes and conver
sations, but it was slow work. How I 
wished for a linguist who would be 
free to do this.

No stethoscope for the soul
I cringed at the embarrassment of 

being competent in my field of medi
cine but totally unable to sit down 
and listen, to understand the thoughts

'W ilfred Bockelm an, This Day, Jan. 1965, "Love 
and Witness — Keys to Evangelism."

of those with whom I worked. I had 
no stethoscope for the soul.

Then I thought of a friend of mine. 
He had been sent to the field to pre
pare the language program for his mis
sion. He was a skilled linguist. With 
his facility and techniques, he soon 
gained the corpus and made the neces
sary analysis. He had the time to sit 
and talk, to get an understanding of 
the cultural patterns. Slowly it dawned 
upon him that there were wide discrep
ancies between what the missionary 
thought he was doing and what he was 
actually accomplishing.

Soon the Africans realized that this 
missionary did understand, and they 
could share their real feelings without 
fear of censure. The implications of 
such confidences extended into the 
theological definition of mission work. 
He was moving into another dimen
sion of communication. The signifi
cance of this was profound.

But other missionaries began to cri
ticize. They complained that this mis
sionary was sitting idly by while the 
others were hard at work.

Work or a hobby?

Soon they felt that he was pursuing 
a hobby rather than carrying out his 
missionary assignment. Eventually, 
feeling ran so strong that he was given 
an assignment to an outlying post that 
required all his time in construction 
and upkeep of buildings. The cutting 
edge of his missionary work had been 
blunted, so he returned to the States 
to become active in the linguistic 
department of a noted university.

". . . first to listen to a person, before 
He preached to him." Or even min
istered and treated him. This is what I 
wanted to do. Indeed, we had our devo
tions and gospel message before open
ing the dispensary line. But this seemed 
too prosaic and naive.

"For the very act of seriously listen
ing may be one of the biggest expres
sions of love he has ever experienced." 
I had hoped that my medical care had 
conveyed my love to the Africans.

I felt that the new missionary should 
have a full year in the study of the 
native language, to develop such faci
lity that he could go out and spend an

Dr. Merton J. Alexander spent two mis
sionary terms in Burundi as a medical 
doctor. During the most recent term, 1963 
to 1965, he served under World Gospel 
Mission and was sponsored by World Vi
sion. His work was at the Nyankanda 
Leprosy Colony. He currently has a medi
cal practice in Temple City, California.

afternoon just listening. He should cor
rectly interpret the feelings of the peo
ple, those directed toward the mission
ary, their concepts of the church.

Somehow I felt we had to start all 
over again. Instead of barging in with 
preset notions, we should assess needs 
and then help the Christian commu
nity meet them with what assistance 
would be forthcoming as the expres
sion of loving interest from the 
churches overseas.

The indictment
After reaching the States, a telephone 

conversation with the son of one of our 
missionaries further reinforced my 
feelings. Wishing to do his Ph.D. 
thesis in a study applying to Burundi, 
he had contacted his father's mission 
board for permission to go overseas for 
two years. He was refused with the 
explanation that only permanent 
career missionaries would be accepted. 
However, he was able to collect ma
terials regarding an adjoining country 
and gained his degree. During those 
studies he learned of cultural patterns 
which were unknown to the mission
aries of the country where his father 
served. Missionaries of several terms 
on the field were continuing to violate 
cultural patterns and were uncon
sciously giving serious affront.

The indictment fell heavily upon me 
too. Why was it that one high in his 
profession here at home was out of kil
ter with the African culture? Why was 
it that a most difficult surgical proce
dure, requiring the services of many, 
should not carry its full impact for the 
message of redemption? Was I living 
out the first half of first Corinthians 13?

What a dilemma. To return to Bur
undi I would need at least six months 
of language study in the field to gain 
the understanding that I held ideal, to 
be in a position to listen and under
stand the African. I was too much 
Martha and too little Mary.

My experiences are shared by others 
than the two friends whose experiences 
I have related. But some directors of 
mission boards and field missionaries 
do not sense the proportions of the 
problem. More and more of our candi
dates are coming from training centers 
where the importance of cultural-lin
guistic exchange is the essential first 
step to understanding and success. Like 
the apostle Peter, we have busily pro
posed tabernacles without understand
ing what is transpiring. We cannot 
about-face. We must begin by being 
still and listening.
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MINISTRY TO MAVERICKS
An interview with Fred Burke

How long have you worked in South Africa?
I first went to South Africa as a young man, in 1921, 
from the United States. During my first years there I 
pioneered among primitive tribes. Later I saw the im
portance of leadership training and held short-term 
Bible conferences for different missions. This led to the 
writing of a number of Bible study books for Africans, 
which were translated into several languages, then to 
the opening of a training institute known as the Afri
can Bible Training Institute. It was located on my 
farm at Witbank, Transvaal. Meanwhile I had become 
a citizen of South Africa. The Institute trained several 
hundred men and women, many of whom are now 
pastors or church leaders throughout Africa as far 
north as Malawi. I was principal of this Bible school 
for 17 years. When it was moved to another location I 
remained on the farm and continued the Bible cor
respondence courses I had started.

And how did your work with the independent African 
churches get started?

Well, it really started when Aaron Mohlabekhoane

came to our Bible school. He had just been elected j 
president of the Zion Catholic Apostolic Church of 
South Africa, a movement numbering several thou- i 
sand with churches scattered widely over South Africa. ! 
He keenly felt his responsibility as a spiritual leader, ; 
but he knew he lacked Bible and leadership training. S 
He made a momentous decision for a man in his situa
tion. He decided to attend a Bible school. As a mem
ber of a group that does not associate with white mis
sionaries this was indeed unusual. It was to start a 
chain reaction.

When Mohlabekhoane enrolled in the African Bible 
Training Institute it gave me as principal the oppor
tunity of coming into intimate contact with the leader 
of such a movement. He was friendly, intelligent and 
eager to study. He felt he could take only one year 
at Bible school before assuming his duties, but this 
year proved very profitable. He gained a new insight 
into the Scriptures — and at the end of school he tes
tified that he had "come to love the white missionary." 
We, for our part, had learned the potential in forming 
friendships with such leaders and helping them, while
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in educator from south Africa describes the potential among nativistic churches.

at the same time respecting their position of authority 
over their own people.

As president of his church Mohlabekhoane traveled 
widely. From time to time he wrote long letters telling 
of his work and whenever possible he attended our 
gatherings. He also encouraged his ministers to attend 
Bible school.

Later on, through conversation with government 
officials, I became aware of the spiritual blindness of 
the great multitude of people in the independent Afri
can churches. They told me of church leaders who 
came seeking recognition for themselves or their 
churches but who were unable to answer the simplest 
questions concerning the Bible. Many are uneducated 
men, and about 95 percent have practically no Bible 
training. Yet among their own people, who may num
ber just a few or several thousand, their authority is 
unquestioned. They are considered to be "prophets 
of God."

Among these leaders are some sincere and earnest 
Christians, quite fundamental, who uphold high stand
ards of clean living among their people and whose

evangelical fervor is winning many souls to Christ. If 
their church activities can be channeled into true 
evangelism, how great could be their impact on Africa!

Yes, indeed, that makes sense. Now, could you tell us 
more about these independent groups? What is the nature 
and extent of the independent church movement in Africa? 

Forty years ago they consisted of a mere handful who 
had split away from missionary-dominated churches 
to form their own. Today, partly as an outcome of the 
upsurge of nationalism in Africa, it is estimated they 
number between 2000 and 3500 independent groups. 
Their adherents are estimated at 3 million, or approxi
mately 20 percent of the Africans in South Africa. 
This does not take into account those in all the other 
African states of the continent. Throughout the land 
groups of these people may be seen: on the farms, in 
the reserves, in large townships. They worship under 
a tree, in a backyard, or, on the other hand, some have 
built beautiful churches in the townships.

C ontinued on page 12

WORLD VISION MAGAZINE/JULY-AUGUST 1967



And these independent groups vary a great deal in their 
beliefs, I suppose.
African independent churches fall into three catego
ries: (1) the messianic, whose leader is accepted as a 
"messiah" and who pray to him or in his name, (2) 
the "Ethiopian" groups which have broken away from 
historic churches but retain much of the liturgy and 
doctrine of the mother church while accepting only 
African leadership, (3) the Zionists, who mix Christian 
rites with ancient African tradition. The power of the 
Zionists to excite and enthuse their followers is in mys
tic ceremony: dancing, beating of drums, white or 
brightly colored robes, sticks with carved crosses, holy 
water, all-night meetings. They believe their leaders to 
be directly inspired from heaven. Wild fits and trances 
are regular features of their worship. Cures from sick
ness are a major attraction, total immersion a big cere
mony. Purification by ashes and water is believed a 
sanctifying factor, and the casting out of demons by 
incantations or even beating the unfortunate demon- 
possessed one, is an integral part of church life.

How did you begin your Bible correspondence work with 
these people?
One day while I was out walking in the garden the 
possibility of reaching this great multitude by cor
respondence Bible studies came before me vividly. I 
felt an urge to help them. Through government offi
cials I obtained a list of 1000 headquarters of such 
movements. (The government had no list, but they let 
me go through their files and get the names and ad
dresses of as many as I could find.)

I sent out a circular letter in three languages offering 
Bible studies to help pastors become Bible teachers in 
their churches. I could not say to these leaders, "I want 
to teach you the Bible," so I said, "Would you like 
help in teaching your people the Bible?" The initial 
offer was to supply studies in quantity so that minis
ters could start Bible studies in their churches. We 
adopted the slogan: Every pastor a Bible teacher, every 
church a Bible school, every church member a witness 
for Christ. Some replied thanking me for the interest 
shown in them. By word of mouth it became known 
that such studies were available, and we began to get 
more and more letters requesting studies. Some min
isters were requesting special studies for themselves 
and so began the work on which we are now con
centrating.

What kind of materials do you use in your correspondence 
courses?

I found myself facing the need for preparing studies to 
meet the needs of these men who had little education 
and no Bible knowledge but who were intelligent 
enough to become leaders. Some of those who applied 
for studies were "bishops." How does one teach a 
"bishop"? I had previously tried using courses from 
overseas but these got no response.

I've always had to rely on God. I have very little 
natural ability. I looked to Him for direction and I felt

that He was guiding me as I began to write lesson 
materials. Under inspiration — almost as if someone] 
was dictating — I typed the lessons directly onto dup
licating stencils without rewriting. The words seemed 
to flow in as I typed. All of this was done in the early> 
morning. I started from Genesis and wrote through; 
book after book: sermon outlines, Old Testament, life) 
of Christ, the Apostle Paul, then studies for youth. The j 
courses are written in English and then translated into 
the languages.

The Holy Spirit unfolded the plan for illustrating I 
the lessons. In Bible school teaching I had found that I 
if I could illustrate things pictorially on the blackboard i 
the students could grasp them much more quickly. 
Most Bible themes could be clarified in this way, and 
the books of the Bible could be "picture-analysed." 11 
applied this same method to the correspondence les-1 
sons. Every lesson is illustrated with a visual chart. I

What are the results and present scope of this corres- j 
pondence school ministry?

From student after student we have received reports 1 
of lives changed by God's Word. Some "bishops" wrote j 
to inquire about the way of salvation. One man wrote j 
to say he had been a member of a secret society for I 
20 years and always thought he was a Christian. I 
Through studying the Bible he saw that this secret 
society was of the devil. He received Christ and now 
wants to lead others to Him.

We sent a questionnaire to our students and in it 
we asked, "Have you found Christ since beginning 
your study?" Out of 237 who replied, 209 said "Yes." j 
To the question, "Have you led any souls to Christ?" 1 
the majority said "Yes."

Our students now number 2000 and represent 200 
denominations. We are training over 1000 ministers 
in almost every part of South Africa and in Swaziland, 
Lesotho, Botswana, Rhodesia, Zambia, Malawi, Ghana, 
Nigeria and Cameroun. It has truly become a min- ' 
istry to ministers. We also send out a ministers' paper 
which gives sermon material gleaned from various 
Christian magazines. It is sent free to any African 
minister requesting it. Thus we are endeavoring to 
saturate Africa with sound Bible teaching.

But we are really only scratching the surface. Barely 
10 percent of the churches with untrained ministers 
have even been touched. Whole areas cannot be 
reached because we do not have studies in the lan
guages of their tribes. Letters come requesting studies, ; 
but we are unable to help them because they are not 
familiar with English.

How do you explain the enthusiasm for these studies? 

Well, first the Bible speaks to their hearts. Secondly, 
the lessons are simple and have many illustrations. 
Also we find that when they get a taste for study they 
want to keep on. When they finish all of my courses 
I get courses for them from overseas. Then, finally, the

C ontinued on page 28
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(foil don’t  change the message...You change the method
femoke signals carried  the news only 
I s  f a r  a s  eye cou ld  se e . T o d a y , 
Idifferent methods of communication  
Inake it  possible to see events as they  
lire happening anyw here in the world.

There’s a different method avail
able  f o r  co m m u n ica tin g  the good  
Views of salvation too. A method that 
Icrosses the wastelands of the mind  
rind breaks through the barriers of 
Ifa lse  co n cep ts .  It  h elps to da y ’s 
f ‘u n to u c h a b l e s ” see  the t ru th .

T h e se  “ u n to u c h a b le s ” a r e  all 
bround us. We live and work n ext to 
them. They are well-dressed, well- 
educated, successful, a ttractiv e  peo
ple . . . but untouched by the gospel of 
C hrist. They are  business men, stu 

dents, professional people, scientists, 
. . . people in all walks of life. To most 
of them  scien ce  is r e a l i ty ;  fa ith  
merely a theory, to accept or reject a t 
will. How do you reach them ? There  
is a  way, a  method th at really works. 
I t ’s S pace A ge E vangelism .

Carefully prepared m aterials show 
how you can reach “untouchables” in 
your community with a Space A ge 
E vangelism  program , how to present 
M oody G o sp e l-S cie n e e  F ilm s  in a 
prescribed sequence to bring the full 
im pact of God’s Word to ju st such 
skeptics as these. The new f o r m a t -  
only 28 m inutes in length —fits into 
an y  ch u rch  a c t iv i ty , se rv ice  club, 
in d u s tria l lunch h our p ro g ra m  or 
home situation.

S pace Age E vangelism adds a new 
effectiveness to the presentation of 
the gospel message. Amply proved at 
the New York World’s F a ir , Space 
Age E vangelism  can be equally effec
tive in your own community.

B eg in  th is  e x c it in g  new plan in 
your church an d /o r community today.

M O O D Y  I N S T I T U T E  O F  S C I E N C E
Box 25575 , Los Angeles, Calif. 90025
•  P lease send th e  free S P A C E  A G E  E V A N G E L I S M  

p a cke t w ith  full in fo rm a tio n  on how to  reach 
"u n to u c h a b le s "  in m y  are a.

n a m e _________________________________ — — -----------------

a d d r e s s --------------------------------------------— -------------------------

s t a t e _________________________ __________c o d e ---------

o c c u p a t io n ------------------------------------ —— ------------------------
W V 77
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ABOVE: A woman o f Congo’s 
Zande tribe has a symmetrical 
design except for the raised cut 
above her left eye. RIGHT: On 
this woman the beauty scarring 
developed into something differ
ent than the knife wielder in
tended—instead o f being beauti
fu l the m arks are appallingly  
ugly. FAR RIGHT: This woman 
o f Central African Republic has 
for permanent beauty marks scar 
designs on her face, shoulders and 
an ornament in her pierced nose. 
OPPOSITE PAGE: “Do you have 
a pain in your arm ( Let m e cut 
it; that will stop the trouble,” 
says a witchdoctor. All this is be
ing done by business-suited Afri
cans in the city of Nairobi, Kenya.

A  J
DYINC

ART
B Y  H A L  O L S E N

“ONE OF THE STRANGEST 
PRACTICES IN AFRICAN ART IS THAT 

OF BEAUTY-SCARRING/'



II\n A frican w om an lifts a sharp kn ife 
*433>and slowly presses it  against the 
forehead of a perspiring teenage girl sit
ting on the ground. T he girl grimaces 
but holds herself from  crying out as the 
blade cuts into her face. Blood oozes 
from the gash as the kn ife w ielder be
gins a new cut beside the first one. A 
witch doctor perform ing a ceremony? 
A local m edicine w om an treating a pa
tient? N either. T he young girl is w ill
ingly being cut for the sake of beauty.

One of the strangest practices in  A fri
can art is that of beauty-scarring. A l
though the practice is dying, it  is by no 
means dead. I t  is still very prevalent 
among the m ore unsophisticated peo
ple of the continent.

Earliest evidence of tattooing and body 
designs being used in  A frica com es from 
the Canary Islands off the coast of W est 
Africa. Here th e G aunche people used

body-scarring tools before the 15th cen
tury.

Body painting may have led to scar
ring. Since painting is not permanent, 
its decorative possibilities are lim ited, 
a fact w hich undoubtedly led to the 
invention of scarring and tattooing pro
cesses where perm anent results were 
desired. Anthropologists classify beauty 
scarring as "fixed " ornam entation, as op
posed to m obile ornam entation such as 
beads.

An African speciality
W hereas tattooing is worldwide in  use, 

scarification is an art used m ainly in 
Africa. T he reasons are obvious. The

T he Rev. Harold C, Olsen has been a mis
sionary in Africa since 1958, first in Congo 
and now in Kijabe, Kenya, where h e  is en
gaged in radio ministries. He serves under 
the Africa Inland Mission.

dark pigments used in  tattooing hardly 
show at all on a dark skin, and success
ful light pigments are extremely rare.

But why any form of tattooing or 
scarification?

Itis  a universal desire, especially among 
women, to enhance natural beauty by 
some sort of decoration.

In  hot climates, where larger areas of 
the body are exposed, the art of decora
ting the body by scarring or tatooing 
is carried further than in  cold climates. 
Eskimoes, who are bundled up most of 
the time, have never practiced it.

In  addition to the desire for beauty, 
there are at least 10 more reasons for 
scarring the body: (1) tribal identifica
tion, (2| war marks, to frighten enemies 
in  battle, (3) slave marks, to show sub
servient station and to identify escaped 
slaves, (4) "b a ttle "  scars made purposely 
to show oneself as a brave warrior, (5) 

Continued on  page 18



Now you can tell it with LIVING W ITNESS TR EES
Executive

What is a living witness tree?
These are tJie.beaulifuTevergreensVdaH/iandtcedars growing at Forest Home' 
Christian Camp and Conference Center in the San Bernardino mountains; 90 
miles east of Los Angeles, Calif.

Christian .witness: in -fhe EWorld’. It signifies your reverence fof the 
God,and shows your interest^in preserving. Forest Home as* a Christiail 
for generations to come.

How are they consecrated?
What do they witness to?

f.To the fact ■that for nearly 100 years these grounds have been especially 
dedicated to God. The area was first claimed for God in 1376. It has been 

- set aside :as;.a hallowed spot .where, Christians could meet for fellowship and 
study, and. yvhdre their children could ,enjoy a camping experience in a com- 
pletet/'ChrisliSn’ dimate.i

grJjUst a few, weejfei ago,^ftillf, Graham: launched; the “Conservation 
Consecration" program at Forest Home by,consecrating the first Levi? 
Tree. Participants will be invited to take part in future consecration < 
throughout the year.

How does one participate?

What is their message?
The physical presence of these trees attests to the rich material resources of 
Forest Home which have made their growth possible. The fact that they have 
not been sold for lumbdr. shows that the Center is being conserved for future 
generations by, Christians who value, its spiritual resources. , Hundreds o f. 
outstanding rartstiads;,Mve been, prpfoiindly' influenced .by their experiences • 
at Forest Home. The trees yvhfch silently witnessed the shaping of their lives 
for God now watch theirrchiidren’s lives beings molded for Him.

By pledgi/ig  ̂'gift of $100 lor more td, hpfp perpetuate Forest Homi 
the "Coris'ervation through' Consecration program,rPaymeiifs m aybe' 
way you wish and your contributiofi'i.s; fax 'deductible.

How are the trees marked?

What do they stand for? •*
Your-Living Vyitnessi at Forfest'Borne, will stand as a symbol of your

By a metal marker bearing,.ypuF'name;..,the pante .,of •ydiir fajfily,. or, 
of a .loved one’ you! may. wish td ibme,mber>1n. thi^way Pa'rjrcipatrofr  ̂
be anonymous if you prefer. Forest Home wiil send a lovely certifi 
able for framing, and a jniniat^re Living Witfrhss Tree lapej p i#  
tici,pation,;“i,ft this program w ill;help, to^conserve* Through cbnsecti 
truly Christian XampFa'nri CohTerejc^ Center in which this and futur 
■firirns may, come; tof know the Lord. !< T' ■ ‘

TH E INHERITAN CE Henrietta C. Wears, outstanding youth leader, Sunday School teacher/bl* 
GospreFLigtft Press and fouhdej^of ,Forest Home Christian Canip and Conference Canter, believed^ literally in the promist

Pulling bn her boots* ,she tram ped across t h ^  acres o f Forest Hom ef fclatming 
h e r “ children" end for gehdi'atipr|s to  follow as she repeated over and oVer again th e ^ ro m is e , in Joshi 

"Surely th e  fa'p’d*W hereon .tfry f e e t  h av e  trddden  s h a l l  b$ th /h e  In heritance,'arid  thy 
fo r  e v et , b e c a u s e  fh o y  h a s p  w holly fo llo w e d  th e  Lord.

At Forest Homo, families prey, play and stay together. or enjoy separate programs 
for different age levels.



.•/£- 3  o {- -  - — '
S e rm o n  O n -tlje  M o u n t O rg an  C h a p e l and  

W i  F o re s t H o m e ’ s h is to r ic a l L iv in g  W itn e s s  T re e s .

Excerpts from  B illy  Graham’s address 
at Forest Home, A p ril 9, 1967

When I think of the history of Forest Home and of 
Joe Blinco and Henrietta Mears, I think of them as 
teachers of the Word. This place was founded as a 
place where young people could come and study the 
Scriptures. The Psalmist said: "Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto 
according to thy word.” How many 
young people have gone into these 
mountains and back on these trails 
with their Bibles in their hands, 
meditating, studying the Scriptures 
they’d heard in the chapel or at a 
bonfire service?

I remember it was one night after 
a great intellectual battle that I 
came up to this hill. I remember getting off the road 
about fifty yards and sitting down on a rock beside a 
stump and there I had my battle with God. I said, ‘Oh 
God, from this moment on I’m going to accept this 
Book as Thy Word.’ That was the beginning of a whole 
new era in my ministry.

Here, at Forest Home, the seeds have been sown 
through the years. If we could have a pastors’ con
ference and invite just the pastors who’ve made their 
decisions at Forest Home to come back for a rededica
tion . . .  those who made a commitment here to preach, 
or who rededicated their lives or were converted here 
. . .  they'd come from all over the world. The seed has 
been faithfully sown.

As we dedicate this tree, we dedicate Forest Home 
afresh and anew to the vision of those people who 
founded it. We pray that this may be doubly hallowed 
ground and that God will do here one of the greatest 
works of our generation.

Write today 
for your LIVING WITNESS TR EE

■ Your certificate and lapel pin will be sent by return mail

*  You will also receive the exciting story of Forest Home and how 
the Living Witness Trees came to be.

FOREST HO M E, IN C . F o re s t  F a lls ,  C a li f .  9 2 3 3 9

D e a r  J o e  B lin c o :

□ I h e re b y  p le d g e  $ _____________ * to  h e lp  w ith  th e  " C o n 
s e rv a t io n  th ro u g h  C o n s e c ra t io n "  p ro g ra m . E n c lo s e d
is  m y  g if t  o f  $ _________________ I w il l p a y  th e  b a la n c e
in   p a y m e n ts  o f   e a c h . *$ioo or more

P le a s e  s e n d  th e  e x c it in g  s to ry  o f  F o re s t  H o m e  and  
th e  L iv in g  W itn e s s  T re e s .

N a m e ___

A d d r e s s .

C i t y _____

S t a t e ____ .Z ip  C o d e .

itly supervised programs 
trust and confidence On Memorial Day, 1876, a flag was placed atop tins 

very young. mountain and the land was claimed for God.

Please hate the following name placed on the marker of my Living Witness Tree

V o u r  contributions to  Forest Heine. Inc. are



“MANY AUTHORITIES AGREE 
THAT CHRISTIANITY HAS BEEN 
THE GREATEST INFLUENCE 
TO STOP THE PAINFUL PRACTICE 
OF SCARIFICATION.”
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Continued from page 15 
totem ic scars to show m em bership in  a 
certain fam ily, clan or caste, (6 ) profes
sional marks to show one's position as 
a w itch doctor, ch ief or headm an of 
the village or tribe, (7) m utilation to 
spoil a w om an's beauty and thus dis
courage slave traders, (8 ) tally marks to 
indicate how many enemies a m an has 
slain or how m any wild beasts he has 
killed on hunting trips, (9) blood-letting 
to let sickness out and to bring healing 
(10) religious cutting, either to let evil 
spirits out or to consecrate a person to 
his god and show ownership by that 
god.

Although m ost of these practices have 
all but died out, four of them  are still

carried on in  the m ore prim itive areas 
of A frica today: beauty scarring, tribal 
m arking, blood-letting and religious cut
ting and scarring.

In M ozam bique, the M akonde tribe 
scars the faces of its girls for beauty's 
sake. Hundreds of cuts resem bling em 
broidery are made on the face and back. 
"W e  consider these scars more im por
tant than pretty clothes in  m aking a 
w om an a desirable w ife ," say m any 
M akonde tribesmen.

In  Congo, the beauty scars of the Ba- 
kuba, Baluba and Alur tribes "are of 
such regularity and so skillfu lly exe
cuted that they m ight easily have an 
aesthetic appeal to Europeans," accord
ing to one writer.

T h e  T iv  tribe of N igeria uses scarifi
cation to emphasize the natural good 
points of the wearer's face and body. 
(Prom inent cheeks scarred becom e more 
prom inent.)

Fashion similar throughout Africa
M ethods and styling are fairly simi

lar throughout Africa. A bstract and sym
m etrical, stylized cuts are made on all 
parts of the body: forehead, temples, 
cheeks, neck, legs, arms, chest, stom
ach , b u tto ck s, th igh s. However, it is 
m ainly done on the face today because 
m ost tribes now  are attired.

T he m arks m ay be made w ith a fresh
ly honed knife, or even a sophisticated 
razor blade. Charcoal, clay or palm fat
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5  D a y  H o m e  T r i a l

E a s y  T e r m s  • 
i L o w  a s  $ 7 . 9 5  a  M o n t h  
■ ¥ R u s h  coupon for proo f  you save 

up to  60% off reta il p rices of com
parable accordions! B U Y  D IR E C T  
— Low  Im p orter - t o  - You prices. 
World’s largest accordion dealer. All 
famous makes. 42 New Electronic  
&  Standard models. Amplifiers. Pop
ular “ Button type’ ’ accordions, too! 
L ifetim e Perform ancePolicy. Money 
Back G uarantee. Easy term s. B ig  

T ra d e -In . Color Catalogs, Selection 
Guide and Discount Prices —F R E E !

Accordion Corp. of America, Dept. WV77 
5 5 3 5  W . B e lm o n t, C h ic a g o , I I I .  60641

I Free Color Catalogs • Discount Prices

I Accordion Corp. of America, Dept. WV77
5S3S W. B e lm ont, Chicago, III. 60641

I Send F R E E  Catalog of Accordions, Am
plifiers — Selection Guide, Color Chart, 

■ Discount Prices.

i  i  nock n r n g r o u  iiuve a irnde -in .

When you write to advertisers, please mention World Vision Magazine

Christians, 
if  you 
are seeking

I I  i l l i H H H H H H i H H n
A BETTER WAY TO 

INVEST YOUR FUNDS
"For C hrist and H is K ingdom "Consider

W H E A T O N  AN N U ITIES
offering  generous, w orry-free  life tim e payments 

—plus favorable tax treatm ent and other benefits

is rubbed into the open sore so that the 
wounds w ill heal as raised, shiny ke
loids. Danger of blood poisoning is a l
ways present, but the old French adage, 
one must suffer to be beautiful, is firm 
ly believed by m any A frican tribes
women — and some m en — in more 
primitive Africa.

Strangely  enough, A frica n  govern
ments have no ordinances and say little  
about scarification am ong their people. 
Perhaps this is because the practice is 
dying out and m ost governm ents feel it 
will go by natural death. The governm ent 
of M o z a m b iq u e , how ever, recen tly  
passed legislation against lip piercing for 
the purpose of carryingbone ornam ents, 
because the practice was causing cancer.

How does the C hristian church feel 
about cruel scarification? Pastor H eli of 
the A lur tribe in  Kasengu, Congo, a 
tribe in  w hich the m ajority of women 
30 and over bear beauty scars on their 
faces, states:

No longer a need to scold
"F ifteen  years ago we scolded our 

women and told them  to stop the cruel 
practice of scarification of their God- 
createdbodies. C hristian womenstopped 
scarring th e ir  d aughters fo r beau ty 's  
sake. Soon the pagan w om en stopped 
the practice, too. T h e Christians led 
the way. Facial scarring has gone out of 
style because of the stand of our church 
against the practice. Today there is no 
need for speaking out against the prac
tice. Scarring is finished. O nly a few 
old m en here still th in k  it  is appealing. 
N one of our young girls, pagan or Chris
tian, indulge in  the practice today."

M any authorities agree that Chris
tianity has been the greatest influence 
to stop the painful practice of scarifica
tion. In Kenya, T anzania and m uch of 
Uganda, one never sees a beauty-scarred 
w om an of any age. But in  Southern Su
dan, Congo, C entral A frican Republic 
and other rem ote parts of A frica, scari
fication continues. O ne can still find 
girls just com ing into adolescence whose 
faces are lacerated for the sake of beauty 
or tribal identification.

Perhaps one day this dying art w ill 
really be dead. Since the m ost effective 
curtailm ent to the cruel practice is evan
gelism, that day m ay com e only when 
A frica is com pletely evangelized.

M eanw hile, thousands of A fricans still 
bear the very marks of paganism on 
their bodies. Thousands have yet to hear 
of the Savior w ho chose to be scarred 
on their behalf, to suffer the nail p ierc
ing and spear thrusts in order to re
deem them .

Y o u r  r e t u r n s  from Wheaton Annui
ties may exceed 9%  (depending on age) 
and are largely tax free. Checks come to 
you regularly and on time. Wheaton Col
lege has never missed a single payment 
since annuity program was started in 1898.

Flexibility of Wheaton Plans 
Wheaton Annuity contracts may be pur
chased for cash in multiples from $100 
upwards on a single life or survivorship 
basis.

Securities and real estate may also be 
exchanged for Wheaton Annuities. In mak
ing this kind of gift-investment, there can 
be substantial tax advantages to you, in
cluding capital gains savings, if these ex
changed assets have had consid erable 
increase in value since their acquisition. 
And it is even possible that Wheaton An
nuity returns will provide you with more 
spendable dollars than some of your other 
investment holdings.

Another plan enables you to transfer 
securities to the College, retaining all of 
the income for your lifetime. I f  you wish, 
this plan can also provide annuities for 
others at your decease.

Freedom from Worries of Management 
Wheaton Annuities relieve you of the bur
den of concern with reinvestment problems 
in today’s fluctuating markets . . . provide 
utmost security . . . help you avoid expen
sive mistakes and eliminate many of the 
costs involved in handling an estate.

Unmeasurable Dividends 
And finally, an advantage which you can
not measure in terms of money—the satis
faction of knowing that your Wheaton 
Annuity funds are helping to provide 
opportunity for Christian young people to 
prepare for service and leadership—as 
pastors, evangelists, missionaries, teachers, 
Christian workers, and dedicated men and 
women in all walks of life. The spiritual 
im pact of Wheaton’s witness and influence 
is worldwide.

W heaton’s Annuity program  offers  many  
benefits to the investor who seeks m axi
mum security, generous lifetim e returns, 
and lias a  desire to  see  his funds used in 
the L o rd ’s work. W e’ll be p leased  to answ er 
your questions and to consider with you  
which plan provides the  b e t t e r  w a y  to 
serve your needs. N o obligation, o f  course.

D e p o s i t  A g r e e m e n t  P la n  h a s  a ls o  f o u n dDeposit Agreements Pay 4% - . . .  W h e a t o n 's  
f a v o r  w i t h  m a n y  C h r is t ia n s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  p r o v id e s  s e c u r i t y  o f  p r i n c ip a l ,  plus a  g o o d  

r e t u r n  ( 4 %  p e r  a n n u m ,  in  s e m i - a n n u a l  p a y m e n t s ) - a n d  in  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p r in c ip a l  

is  a lw a y s  a v a i la b le  i f  n e e d e d .

D ept. W V 7 7WHEATON COLLEGE • Wheaton, I llino is

Please send me without obligation: □  Booklet entitled, P leasant Tomorrows. 
which explains Annuity plan in detail. □  Folder describing the Deposit 
Agreement plan.

\fn mp Abb — -■ —

-Z ip .
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M ID D LE  EAST 
Missionaries caught in crisis

Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, which has one a 
the largest staffs in the Middle East — 62 total before wai 
broke out — reports from their headquarters in Richmond 
Virginia, that by June 9 all personnel had either been eva| 
cuated from the gathering point in Beirut, Lebanon, or were 
at their stations. Word was received June 8 through United 
Nations connections that Drs. David C. Dorr and Merrill D! 
Moore, Jr., were not in danger at the Baptist hospital in the 
Gaza strip, stated board director of press relations. The 16

AFRICA 
G U IN E A  —
M issionaries told to  leave 

President Sekou Toure of Guinea in 
a speech M ay 2  demanded that all m is
sionaries leave the country by June 1 

He repeated demands for the "A fri
canization" of Christian churches and 
referred to Christian clergymen as "ap
prentice spies."

T he clergy, at the urging of their 
p a r is h io n e rs , a re  re p o rte d  to  h a v e  
spoken out against President Toure's 
recent econom ic program w hich has 
resulted, in  part, in  severe food short
ages.

T he demand w ill affect 76 Rom an 
Catholic priests, 55 nuns, 50 Christian 

2® and M issionary A lliance personnel and 
six Open Bible Standard M issions, Inc. 
staff. H ow ever, th e  C & M A , w h ich  
completed its A fricanization policy in 
1956, has been given an extension of 
tim e for withdrawal of its missionaries.

S O U T H  A F R IC A  —

Aparthe id leads to  refusal o f visas 

It is increasingly difficult for pastors 
and m issionaries to enter South Africa. 
Anti-apartheid people are alm ost cer
ta in ly  refu sed  a v isa , as th e  e d ito r- 
in-ch ief of the national D utch daily 
T R O U W  discovered. But it has becom e 
evident that the Bantu people them 
selves also refuse missionaries, because 
they don't w ant to increase the num ber 
of white people in their districts.

M iss Cobie Elzinga, a graduate of the 
N etherlands Bible Institute, was turned 
down as missionary among the Venda 
p e o p le . T h e  C h r is t ia n  R e fo rm e d  
Churches in  the N etherlands had ap
pointed her to work in this territory to 
extend their m ission work. T he Venda 
tribe is the third one that soon w ill re
ceive a large measure of independence

from  the w hite South A frican govern
m ent.

A letter from  South A frica claim s 
that the ch ief of this tribe has fixed 
the num ber of w hite people who w ill 
be allowed to live on his territory. A t 
the m om ent he refuses all new  requests.

A ccording to this letter, received in 
the N etherlands, even the South A fri
can D u tch  Reform ed C hurch is h it se
verely by this new  law. This church 
w ants to increase its m issionary work, 
but even m issionaries who are citizens 
of the South A frican Republic are re
fused.

C O N G O  —

B a p tists reach fo r  independence
T h e Congolese governm ent is con

s id e r in g  a r e c e n t  p e t i t io n  b y  th e  
W e ste rn  C ongo B a p tis t  C o n v e n tio n  
(ADEBCO) asking recognition as a le
gally authorized religious corporation 
co m p le te ly  in d e p e n d e n t o f overseas 
control.

Associated for m ore than  80 years 
w ith the A m erican Baptist Foreign M is
sion Societies, A D EBCO  has been w ork
ing toward com plete autonom y for 20 
years, reported the A m erican Baptist 
News Service.

If the petition is granted A DEBCO 
Congolese w ill have com plete control 
of a netw ork of schools, hospitals, pro
fessional training centers and churches.

M O R O C C O  —

M issions s ta tu s  shaky
A tract w hich called A llah the devil 

may have touched off the present re
strictions and investigations being im 
posed on m issionary activities in  this 
predom inantly M uslim  country.

T he tract originated outside M orocco 
but was sent to every m osque in  the 
country, reported Christian Tim es. A ll 
m issions w orking in M orocco have dis

associated them selves from such meth-j 
ods, hut harassm ent continues. H  

T he Gospel M issionary U nion  has) 
been ordered to curtail its work and] 
m issionary personnel leaving the coun-l 
try are finding it  difficult to return. 1

ASIA 
IN D IA  —

Hindus ask legislation 
a ga in st conversions 

M ilitan t H indu group, the All-India 
H indu-M ahasabha, has called on the) 
Indian governm ent to enact legislation] 
sim ilar to N epal's w hich outlaws con i 
version of Hindus to other religions. 9  

D escribing Christian missionaries as] 
"an ti-n atio n al e lem ents" eating into] 
the "very v ita ls" of H indu society, pre-l 
sident of M ahassabha's non-political] 
w ing said that in  pre-independence] 
days w hatever m issionaries did in  the] 
nam e of service was aimed at strength-1 
ening British rule and today it  is aimed] 
at converting the people to Christianity. | 

He also blamed m ission activities for] 
creating new  problems w hich  include] 
demands by Naga tribesm en for a sepa-1 
rate nation and by C atholic tribesm en] 
in  central India for a new  state of] 
Jharkhand.

C H I N A —  1

S o vie ts accused of 
prom o tin g  religion 

T h e Chinese Com m unist Party has 
taken a dim view  of the recent book of 
children's stories published in  the So- ] 
v iet U nion  based on "legends" from 
the Bible.

A report in Religious News Service j 
quotes from the Peking P eople’s Daily, 
"T h e  Soviet revisionists declared that 
the stories 'w ill not carry any religious ] 
orientation ' but in  fact they are sugar- ] 
coated poisonous p ills ."
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missionaries in Jordan, mostly in Amman, were reported 
“fine” and staying inside. Three others remained in Beirut. 
Evacuees dispersed to several countries and are waiting for 
further developments before making permanent plans.

Dr. Milton Baker of the Conservative Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board said that he had received a cable June 7 from the 
two CBFMs couples in Amman that "all is well.” He expected 
that one couple, due for furlough in three weeks, would be 
returning to the United States shortly. The board authorizes 
field personnel to take the necessary steps for safety in any 
crisis situation.

The Independent Board for Presbyterian Missions reported 
from Philadelphia that 19 missionaries were evacuated from 
Beirut June 7. Some went to Istanbul, Turkey, and another 
group landed on Cyprus. The group on Cyprus plans to spend

the summer there helping others in evangelistic work. Two 
men and a single lady were at this writing still unaccounted 
for. They work at the Bible Presbyterian Baraka Hospital 
south of Bethlehem on the Hebron road.

Mennonite Central Committee, which has a nine-member 
team in Jordan, has had no communication with the group, 
reported the MCC Africa-Middle East director. In the last word 
from the Jordan team June 1, the director said if the situation 
flared they planned to shutter the buildings and stay out of 
sight. Also reporting no word at this date was the Lutheran 
World Relief Commission which has staff in Jerusalem.

Christian and Missionary Alliance said June 9 that their 
man in Beirut had gone to Rome, but two couples in Jordan 
and one couple in Israel had not been heard from. Cables to 
them had been returned marked undeliverable.

“In relating the story of the Tow er of 
Babel," the editorial continued, "w h at 
the Soviet revisionists w ant is to ad
vertise their doctrine of class reconcilia
tion, of all m en being brothers, so as to 
make people forget about classes and 
class struggle and provide a ground for 
their general line of peaceful coexist
ence.

"A s for th at story of N oah's Ark 
w hich was K hrushchev's favorite, this 
is evidently to spread the nonsense 
about the possible extinction  of m an
kind, to m ake people stop opposing 
im perialism  and throw  in their lo t w ith 
im perialism  on the sam e ark ."

K O R E A  —  

H L K X  beam s to  M ongolia
TEAM 'S 5 0 ,0 0 0 -w att radio station 

HLKX at Inchon is adding gospel broad
casts in  the  M ongolian language.

P ro g ra m s a re  b e in g  p ro d u ce d  by 
Stuart Gunzel, pioneer T E A M  m ission
ary to M ongolia before the Com m unist 
ta k e -o v e r , an d  re fu g e e  M o n g o lia n  
Christians in  Taiw an.

NORTH AMERICA 
Delegates q u iz co m pu te r

A m erican Baptist C onvention dele
gates and officials m eeting in  Pittsburg 
in M ay took turns quizzing the latest 
IBM  360-series com puter w hich was set 
up in  the foreign m ission exhibit.

Robert F. Cram er, ABFM S exh ibit 
director, said the com puter console was 
donated to the exh ib it because infor
m ation scientists feel there is a poten
tial m arket for com puterized inform a
tion systems in church agencies. He 
pointed out th at " th e  foreign m ission 
societies aren 't com puterized yet, but 
we are beginning to experim ent w ith 
programs that w ill answer people's 
questions im m ediately and fully, and

help denom inational executives m ake 
better decisions based on the best pos
sible inform ation."

T h e  exh ibit com puter is being used 
w ith the help of the U niversity of 
Pittsburg w hich programmed it to show 
different ways m odem  technology can 
aid the progress of overseas missions 
and church decision-making.

Le ade rs com e fo r internship
M issio n aries  and E nglish -sp eaking  

leaders w ill m eet August 28 through 
O ctober 7 for a practice six-week on- 
the-job internship in Evangelism-in- 
D epth procedures.

W . Cam eron Townsend, founder and 
general director of W ycliffe Bible Trans
lators and the Summer Institute of L in
guistics, was awarded the Cruzeiro do 
Sul decoration by the governm ent of 
Brazil on April 25. W orld R elief Com 
m ission of the N ational Association of 
E v a n g e lic a ls  h a s  a n n o u n c e d  t i t le  
changes and additional personnel: Dr. 
C. N. H o stetter, J r . , eight years chair
m an of W RC , now  holds the title  of 
president; W endell L . K ockey, 13 years 
executive director, is vice-president; Dr. 
E v e re tt  S. G raffam , recent addition to 
the staff, was appointed vice-president. 
Former M ethodist m issionary to C hina, 
M rs. Celia S. Stew ard, has been named 
O re g o n 's  M o th e r  o f th e  Y e a r . S h e  
served w ith her husband in  Nanking, 
China. A m iyo K isku a Baptist educa
tor, won a seat in  the legislative as
sem bly of W est Bengal, India, in  the 
recent elections. W atkin R . R ob erts, 
82, was presented the Distinguished 
M issionary Citation at the Indo-Burma

T he Latin America M ission, who is 
sp o n so rin g  th e  sessio n , h a s  in v ited  
mission boards, particularly those work
ing in Asia, A frica and Europe, to desig
nate key missionaries who w ill be on 
furlough in  the U.S. this fall to par
ticipate.

T his on-the-job seminar is one of the 
first activities of LAM 's new O ffice of 
W orldwide Evangelism-in-Depth estab
lished in  M arch under the direction of 
the Rev. Ruben Lores.

Early in  the training seminar, mis
sionary trainees w ill jo in  w ith an esti
mated 1000 pastors at the All-Appa
lachia Pastor's Retreat.

Pioneer M ission's annual banquet in 
April. Roberts w ent to India in  1909 
and did pioneer work in  Assam. Mrs. 
Rose C atch in gs , acting assistant gen
e ra l s e c re ta ry  fo r  p la n n in g  o f th e  
M ethodist Board of M issions' World 
D iv is io n , is  on  a s ix -w e e k  to u r  in  
A frica to m eet and talk w ith African 
women. The trip fits w ithin the guide
lines of the W om an's D ivision new 
program of advancement for African 
women in education and citizenship.

D IED : W illiam  B ee, field director of 
Japan Evangelistic Band, of a heart at
tack, April 18. Last D om inican priest in 
Red China, Father Thom as Chang, 57, 
in  a prison, cause unknown. He was 
the first native Chinese to be ordained 
a D om inican in 300 years. Mrs. R ex E . 
Brow n, Presbyterian U.S. missionary 
to Congo, hom e on furlough, M ay 5 in 
an autom obile accident. T he Browns 
w ent to Congo in 1962 and were home 
on their first furlough, planning to re
turn in August.

people make the news
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M IS S IO N A R Y F IL M S
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PAUL CARLSON STORY 
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g ra m  e a r ly . H ig h l ig h t  i t  w ith  th e s e  o u ts ta n d in g  
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I

0  India’s dilemma:
FEATURES whose life is sacred?

Living I yield milk, butter and curd 
to sustain mankind;

My dung is as fuel used,
And to wash the floor and wall,
Or burnt becomes the sacred ash 

on forehead.
When dead, of my skin are sandals 

made,
Or the bellows at the blacksmith's 

furnace.
Of my bones are buttons made . . .
But of what use are you, O M an!

T his poem, recited by H indu ch il
dren as a lesson in  reverence for the 
cow, is loaded w ith im plications about 
the kind of struggles India faces today. 
I t  is a g a in st th e  b ackd rop  o f th o se  
struggles that India has elected its first 
M uslem  president, the 70-year-old Dr. 
Z akir Husain. He attained the presi
dency w ith the support of Prime M in is
ter Indira Ghandhi.

India's 50 m illion  M uslim s do not 
regard the cow as sacred, as do m ost of 
their 400 m illion Hindu fellow  citizens. 
But this is only a surface symbol of the 
underlying differences and popular ten
sions w hich characterize modern India. 
Feelings were so intense during the re
cent election that m any doubted that 
a M uslim  could be elected to the Indian 
presidency, in  spite of India's claim  to 
being the world's largest democracy.

C o n se q u e n tly  th e  e le c t io n  o f D r. 
H usain could be interpreted as an indi
cation that India is turning a corner in

WORLD VISION

facing realistically the econom ic, s o c ia l*  
and political problems that seem to 1 
beset it  on every hand.

T he powers of the new president are I  
m ore theoretical than actual. The I n - 1  
d ia n  c o n s t i tu t io n  g iv es  h im  w ide J  
powers to govern the country in certain j  
situations. These provisions include the 1  
right to overrule the prim e m inister 1 
and the cabinet. But to date no Indian 1  
president has exercised these powers. 1 

Food production is the biggest among ] 
India's m any socio-econom ic problems. 1  
A single issue of T h e Statesman, pub- 1 
lished in Calcutta, recently carried sep- 1  
arate stories under the follow ing head- 9  
lin es :

—F a m in e  R o u n d  th e  C o rn e r  in  ]  
M adhya Pradesh.

—D onations Pour in  for B ihar Relief, a  
—Party Politics in W ay of N ational 1 

Food Policy.
—1 0 0  S ta r v a t io n  D e a th s  in  U tta r  1 

Pradesh.
—F e r ti l iz e r  C ris is  M a y  H it K h arif 1 

Production.

An estimated 8 m illion people die in I  
India each year. According to some esti- I  
mates up to 5 m illion of these deaths J  
could be related to m alnutrition. M ean- 1 
w hile, some 20 to 21 m illion  babies are I  
born each year, leaving a surplus of 1 
some 12 m illion additional persons to I  
be fed. Through fam ily planning, In- I
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dian governm ent officials hope that 
they can reduce the b irth  rate from 40 
per 1000 per year to 18. But it is recog
nized that this w ill take tim e. In  the 
m ean tim e  th e  food  s itu a tio n  grow s 
more critical alm ost by the hour.

Even w hile India struggles to reduce 
the birth rate, m edical science is suc- 
ceding in  keeping more Indian people 
alive. M alaria, w hich used to be a m ajor 
scourge, now hits less than 100,000 peo
ple per year. D eath from  m alaria is now 
a rare occurrence.

India's C entral H ealth M inistry  now 
lists the death rate at 16 per 1000 per
sons each year, down from  27.4 in  1951. 
H ow ever, in fa n t  m o rta lity  rem ains 
high.

India's M inister of H ealth and Fam
ily Planning is currently prom oting a 
bill for the "lib eralizatio n  and hum ani
zation" of the abortion law. U nder pres
ent law, a doctor can perform  an abor
tion in  order to preserve the physical 
and m ental health  of the m other. But 
additional legislation, now  under study, 
m ight add "so cia l and econom ic con
siderations" as sufficient reason for a 
m other to  obtain an abortion.

A nother measure currently being con
sidered in  India is raising the age of 
marriage consent for girls from  16 to 
20. B ut this would be a difficult law  to 
im plem ent w ithout a better system of 
registering vital statistics. T h e  possible 
results of changing the age of consent, 
providing the law  could be im plem en
ted, are quite striking. Roughly speak
ing, it  would reduce population by one 
baby per m arriage, accord ing  to the 
H ealth M inistry . In  addition, girls be
tween the ages of 16 and 20 would have 
additional tim e for education in  basic 
su b jects lik e  n u tr itio n , hy g ien e and 
child care. T hey  m ight also take on 
part-tim e em ploym ent, thus adding to 
econom ic growth in  m any com m unities.

Amid all these questions of public 
policy, the C hristian church is seeking 
to develop a constructive leadership role. 
A lthough it form s a sm all m inority com 
pared to India's vast m illions of Hindus 
and M uslim s, C hristianity m ight yet be
com e the salty m inority that w ill have 
its influence upon the w hole of society.

C hristian concern for m edicine and 
education have been notable factors in 
India's developm ent to date. Christian 
welfare activities have also made their 
mark. But few churchm en would sug
gest that C hristianity has begun to have 
the influence it could upon India's de
velopm ent.

It is possible that the role of the for
eign m issionary in India w ill be greatly

changed in  the near future. O ne m is
sionary wrote recently from Bangalore, 
"T h e  whole situation is changing here 
and changing fast. Folk are being de
nied their no objection to return, even 
school teachers and nurses. T h e atti
tude of the authorities is such that we 
are now  treated as aliens regardless of 
w hat one is doing. T he latest is that we 
have to register and every tim e we go 
out of station for m ore than two weeks 
we have to report to the foreign police 
station advising them  where we are go
ing. A lso w hen we visit towns for m eet
ings we have to advise the police."

It is not yet clear w hether this is a 
country-wide situation that reflects the 
governm ent's desire to curtail mission 
activities or ju st a local problem.

A  Mission work 
wv news adjusts in 
f£™ ES Hong Kong riots

R iots in  Hong Kong slowed down the 
activities of some missions personnel. 
But Christian work did not cease. It 
ju st changed shape to suit the circum 
stances.

In  one instance the w hir of a police 
helicopter and loudspeaker announce
m ents of the curfew served as the back
ground for an inform al prayer m eeting 
in  a Christian hom e. The personal safe
ty of the several Christians present was 
not, as one m ight expect under the cir
cum stances, the ob ject of the prayer 
meeting. Instead, the group was pray
ing for a particular program of evange
listic  outreach through literature.

Earlier that same evening another 
prayer service had been held under the 
auspices of the O verseasM issionary Fel
lowship. T h is group prayed especially 
for the church in  China, and particu
larly for one Christian worker who had 
been taken from his hom e and sent to 
a prison or labor camp. T he group also 
heard indirectly from  a pastor impris
oned in  China who assured them  that 
"a ll  things work together for good to 
m e."

Some missionaries who lived in  the 
curfew areas could not travel to the lo
cation of their work among the settle
m ent houses. "T h a n k  God we have good 
national workers there, so the meetings 
can continue w ithout us," one m ission
ary stated.

Outside in  the streets it was com mon 
to see groups of rioters chanting quota-
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tions from M ao Tse-Tung. Posters w ith 
Com m unist slogans were plastered on 
walls here and there throughout the 
more tense areas of the city. Bus work
ers also pasted sloganeering posters on 
the sides of their buses, and often re
fused to pick up passengers or let them 
off at their desired stops.

"W e do have such a burden of prayer 
that the Christians (in Hong Kong) w ill 
be strengthened to stand true in  diffi
cult times ahead," a m issionary couple 
reported.

M eanw hile leftist sources indicated 
an intention to carry the confrontation 
w ith British authorities through "to  the 
very end ." However, there seemed to be 
a split in leftist ranks betw een extrem 
ists and moderates. T h e  M aoist extrem 
ists were in  a dom inant position, at least 
for some time.

Perhaps key to the situation is the
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munities. They are a way of life. 
They offer custom-designed retire
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question how far the Red Guards can 
push officials in Peking toward sacrific
ing immediate values in  deference to 
the "cu ltural revolution."
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Presbyterians 
redefine 
evangelism

center of your choice.

Presbyterians are in  the process of 
red efin in g  evangelism , according to 
some observers at the  179th General 
Assembly w hich m et in Portland, Ore
gon, M ay 18 to 24.

D uring this gathering U nited  Pres
byterians form ally approved the con# 
troversial Confession of 1967, thereby 
drastically altering the church's con-7 
fessional position. Assembly action also j 
included adoption of a Book of Confes
sions including eight ancien t and mod
em  creeds.

T h e  new  c o n fe ss io n 's  th em e of 
reconciliation, particularly at the man-; 
to-m an level, was echoed in  m ajor posi-| 
tion papers of some of the church? 
boards. T h is was m ost obvious in  the 
report of the D ivision of Evangelism ! 
w hich pressed for involvem ent of the 
church in  social action as the principal 
aspect of C hristian mission. There was| 
resistance from  the secretariat when 
the suggestion was made that a proper 
definition of evangelism should include 
"th e  proclam ation of the redeeming j 
work of C h rist."

W hen this issue reached the Asssem-| 
bly floor a substitute m otion was pre- j 
sented underlining the im portance of 
"a  w illingness to declare and explain 
w hat it means to know  Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior." However, due to ; 
ecclesiastical ground rules, this clear- 
cut definition of the gospel w ill not 
alter the D ivision of Evangelism's posi- i 
tion paper on "M ission  and Evange
lism ."

T h e  C o m m iss io n  on E cu m en ica l 
M ission and Relations stressed both an 
ecum enical spirit and the need for 
social action, but did n o t play down 
conservative theology or proclam ation 
of the redemptive message.

Conservative evangelical reaction to 
enactm ent of the new  confession varied 
greatly. Some branded the action as a 
"fin a l step toward com plete apostasy" 
w hile others sim ply said " I  guess I can 
live w ith it ."  Still others were enthu
siastic for its com tem poraneity and 
voted w ith the m ajority.
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A new concept formed by 
Lutheran Missionary Leaders

A new  concept of Lutheran missions 
was drawn up during a w eek of m eet
ings in  Austria. T he concept includes 
the need fo r " in te r n a tio n a liz a tio n ."  
M iss io n  a g e n cie s  o f sev e ra l n a tio n s  
must be w illing to w ork together, and 
these Lutheran agencies m ust also be 
willing to cooperate w ith  agencies of 
other confessions. Leaders at the m eet
ing urged a break w ith the past concept 
that every m ission organization is en
titled to its own field.

Leaders of Lutheran m ission organ
izations and of young churches were 
invited to help the Lutheran W orld 
F e d e ra tio n 's  C o m m iss io n  on W orld  
M ission to draft this new  approach for 
the future. T h e  conclusions are to be 
put before the Executive C ouncil of the 
Lutheran W orld Federation.

T he new  docum ent grew out of an 
address by the G erm an bishop Fleinrich 
M eyer of Luebeck. He underscored the 
necessity of " jo in t  action  for m issions," 
w hich is the new  ecum enical slogan 
developed in  M exico  C ity in  1963 dur
ing the ecum enical W orld Conference 
on M issions.

U n til now  the Lutherans were rather 
reluctant to accept this view  and to en
danger their own confessional life. T he 
adopted docum ent was claim ed to be 
the m ost detailed and direct statem ent 
on internationalization yet m ade by a 
Lutheran gathering.

Bishop M eyer said, it  is "n o t a bless
ing but a curse to export Lutheranism  
exclusively and let churches grow out 
of our w ork along the lines of our own 
tradition. W e owe the churches of Asia 
and A frica the fullness of our develop
m ent. W e are n o t called to propagate 
ourselves."

A pream ble to the docum ent adopted 
speaks of "tensions in A frican and Asian 
churches supported by a single m ission
ary agency." T hey  are "usually more 
difficult to overcom e than  in  a m u lti
lateral setting. T h e  A sian and A frican 
churches them selves are threatened by 
sep a ra tin g  te n d e n c ie s  o f th e ir  ow n 
along tribal, linguistic, geographical, po
litical, cultural and ecclesiastical lin es."

Some consultants suggested a m odi
fication of these words. However, the 
wording stood after the Rev. Judah 
Kiwovele, president of the Southern 
Synod  o f th e  E v a n g e lic a l L u th e ra n

Church of Tanzania, got up and said: 
"T h e  fact is, there are these tensions. 
O ur difficulty at present is running 
aw ay fro m  th ese  sharp p o in ts . W e 
should keep them , maybe they w ill 
prick us so that we w ill pay attention ."

T he consultation of Baden, Austria 
also had a sharp word for the Lutheran 
W orld Federation itself. "W ith  regard 
to Latin A m erica, it seems to represent 
a contradiction to the principles ex
pressed that there is a LWF Commis
sion on Latin A m erica in  addition to 
the Com m ission on W orld M ission. It 
called upon the LWF to "reconsider 
the organization pattern of its work in 
Latin A m erica."
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Spanish Protestants inclined 
to reject token freedom

Reluctantly the Spanish Cortes (par
liam ent) acknowledged the right to re
ligious freedom. It took two full days 
of debate to approve only the first 
article w hich stated the religious free
dom principle. It seemed every deputy 
had to go out of his way to explain 
how good a Rom an Catholic he really 
was. "Sp ain is the first country to obey 
and defend the teachings of the Holy 
See (pope)," asserted Joaquin Bau, pres
ident of the Parliam entary Com m is
sion w hen he introduced the new law.

Yet, Protestants are hardly happy. To 
them  the law has little  real religious 
freedom. T hey already have dubbed it 
the "law  of to lerance." Some are far 
m ore afraid of the im plications than 
thankful for its uneasy freedom.

Before the Cortes m et during the first 
w eek of M ay, the Protestant Council 
of Churches m et in  Valencia, Spain. 
T h e  representatives discussed several 
requirem ents of the new law and found 
it  n o t only w anting but unacceptable.

U n d e r  th e  n ew  la w  P r o te s ta n t  
churches w ill n o t be recognized as such 
but m erely on the same level w ith all 
p o litica l and cu ltu ra l organizations. 
T h a t means that annually they w ill 
have to show state authorities their 
m em bership lists-and financial adm in
istration. Churches w ill only be al
lowed to ordain a new pastor if he has 
been duly certified by state authorities. 
They w ill not be allowed to receive 
foreign funds and w ill only be able to 
start their own schools if  they have 
enough children. M oreover their sem i
naries w ill only be allowed to accept 
as m any future pastors as congrega
tions now need.

U nacceptable, the council said. It 
decided to stay true to the principle of 
separation of church and state. T he 
state, it  said, has no right to interfere 
w ith the internal affairs of a church. 
They w ant to hold to this principle, 
even if this m eans that they w ill have 
to renounce the very few civil rights 
the new  law grants any church w illing 
to obey its conditions. The council is 
composed of representatives from  the 
Episcopal Church, the Evangelical (Re
formed) Church, the Baptist U nion  and 
the Federation of Evangelical Free C on
gregations. T he Plym outh Brethren and 
Pentecostals sent observers. T his m eet
ing was marked by an enorm ous feel

in g  o f r e s p o n s ib i l ity  tow ard  one 
another and by unity.

But the Cortes didn't even consider 
this strong voice. W henever the Protes
tants (barely 5000 in 1936 and over
35,000 according to the new est 1966 sta
tistics) were m entioned, i t  was in a 
derogatory way. Mr. Adolfo Munoz 
Alonso said : "T h is  law w ill inaugurate 
a new  political situation and I must 
express m y fears that a second step of 
the sects w ill be to ask for other liber
ties under the pretext of still being 
discrim inated against."

T he staunch Rom an C atholic repre- : 
sentatives laid strong stress upon the 
fact that the V atican gave its approval 
to this new  law. Said Joaquin Bau: 
"T h ere  were those who wanted a re
ligious freedom w ithout lim itations . .  M 
Follow ing the thought of the Roman 
Church that condemned such freedom, 
Spain accomm odated faithfully  to this 
teach ing."

A rchbishop Dr. O laechea (one of the 
two bishop delegates) said: "T h e  draft 
has obtained the n ih il obstat (approval) 
of the Conference of Spanish bishops,! 
because it agrees w ith the spirit and 
even w ith  the letter of the documents 
on  re lig io u s  l ib e r ty  o f th e  V atican  
Council.

Rom an C atholic progressives put a 
big question m ark behind these words,! 
but they didn't dare speak up. They 
feared they would only strengthen con- j  
servative opposition and endanger the 
approval of the law.

T h e  first article of the new  law 
reads: "T h e  Spanish state recognizes: 
the right to religious freedom based on 
the dignity of the hum an person and 
assures, w ith necessary protection, im 
m unity from  any co-action in  the right 
exercise thereof. T h e private and pub- : 
lie  profession of any religion w ill be 
guaranteed by the state, w ithout any 
other lim itations than those stated in 
the second article (w hich still had to 
be discussed in  the middle of May). 
The exercise of the right to religious 
freedom is based on the C atholic doc- 
trine and m ust be put in  agreem ent in 
every case w ith the fact than Spain is 
a confessional state as proclaim ed in 
the constitution of the country ."

Spanish Protestants w arn us to read 
these words in  the total context of 
Spanish law. T his law does not give a
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0  Indonesian pastor 
K  answers mass-conversion 

critics
Indonesia is the richest m ission field 

of the m om ent. A lm ost every w eek we 
hear new stories about mass conver
sions and huge baptism al services. Lib
eral European m agazines already have 
published v itrio lic  and sarcastic arti
cles. D u tch  (and other) high Calvinists 
wonder w hat spiritual value these con
versions have.

M any others have their questions. 
Are not the young churches of Indo
nesia accepting a lo t of "rice  Chris
tians"? T hey fram e th e question a b it 
differently, for they have coined a new 
name for them : "R est-C hristians" or 
people who flee turbulently changing 
society in  their search for a new  inner 
security.

M issionaries too are asking these 
qu estio n s. A  D u tc h  m is s io n a ry  in  
M edan, the Rev. D. van Boodegraven, 
attended som e of the gigantic baptis
m al services and afterwards talked to 
the Indonesian pastors w ho officiated. 
One of the pastors said, "Sure, there 
will be fellow  travelers, people who 
drift along w ith th e m ainstream . But 
I believe in the H oly G host and I have 
seen H im  at w ork ."

In a letter to the Reform ed Church 
of D e lf t ,  H o lla n d , th is  m iss io n a ry  
writes: "T h e  last baptism al service I 
attended was held a sm all tow n of 5000 
people at the foot of Sinabun m oun
tain. It had a congregation of 70 m em 
bers. T h a t Sunday som e 130 people 
were baptized, a growth of 186 percent.

"So  m any people had com e to attend

form of freedom to any religion, but 
only to the non-R om an religions. It 
underscores and protects the privileges 
of the Rom an C hurch and only gives 
freedom w here it doesn't interfere w ith 
these privileges.

A large segm ent of Spanish Protes
tantism  rather w ants to give up this 
newly earned "uneasy freedom " than 
bow to state interference. T h is law has 
not given them  a new  hope, rather 
promises new hardships. For w hat w ill 
happen w hen they refuse to accept this 
token freedom? T o m isquote M y Fair 
Lady: "T h e  reign in Spain m ainly stays 
the sam e."

the service that the church building 
was far too small. The congregation 
moved outside. I got a seat under a 
huge banana tree. At such a m om ent 
you are apt to becom e rom antic.

"B u t then it  is good to realize that 
the gospel isn 't m eant for people who 
have reached a high degree of perfec
tion. T h e  great m iracle is that God 
calls people who aren 't perfect at all 
and He wants us to call them.

" I  saw that m iracle happen in  Batak- 
land, not once but scores of times. Tens 
of thousands were baptized during the 
last year. I attended one service where 
1000 people received the sacram ent.

•\Pastors had com e from  the Toba-Batalc 
C hurch, from  the Sim alungun Church 
and from  the Reformed Church of Cen
tral Java to officiate.

" In  such a service you sense w on
derm ent and thankfulness. A t the same 
tim e a feeling of reservation creeps up, 
especially in  the heart of a European 
believer who is not geared to such mass 
m ovem ents. You wonder, do all these 
people really believe in  th e Lord Jesus 
Christ? Are they really converted?

"Even here in  Indonesia you hear 
voices w arn: Be careful. In  turbulent 
m odern Indonesia there are m any n at
u ra l cau ses to  d rive p eo p le  to  th e  
church.

"A fter the service I talked to my 
Indonesian colleague. 'I believe in  the 
H oly Ghost/ he said. 'As w ell as we 
could we Have preached the gospel. W e 
have taught them  afterwards the great 
truths of the Scripture. And n o t until 
then  have we asked them  for a deci
sion. W e cannot prove that all these 
people have experienced a real con
version. N o m an can do that. Let us 
continue the task w hich God has given 
u s '."

T h e  R ev . M r. v an  B ood egraven  
w rites to his hom e congregation, "T h a t 
is sound advice. T his Indonesian pastor 
believes the story of Acts repeats itself 
in  his country, 'm ore than ever believ
ers were added to the Lord.' T h e apostles 
continued their work in  spite of the 
fact that the people were imperfect, as 
th e  story  of A n a n ia s  and Sap p hira  
shows. Therefore let us continue our 
God-given task too ."
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T H E  C R O S S  A N D  F L A M E  
by  B ru c e  S h e lle y .
M o re  th a n  a s c o re  o f  m a r ty rs  f ro m  p a s t  
a n d  p re s e n t  a re  in t r o d u c e d  to  sh o w  n o t 
o n ly  how b u t  why C h r is t ia n s  h a v e  fa c e d  
to r tu re  an d  d e a th  in  th e  n a m e  o f  th e ir  
Lo rd . T h e re  is  n o  g i ld in g  o f  l i f e le s s  s a in ts ;  
ra th e r , a p u ls a t in g  s to ry  o f  re a l m en  a n d  
w o m e n  in v o lv e d  in  t e r r if y in g  e v e n ts  b e 
c a u se  th e y  da red  to  be  w itn e sse s  fo r  C h r is t . 
C lo th ,  $ 3 .9 5  P a p e r, $ 1 .9 5

At your | H v  W M . B. E E R D M A N S  
I I  1 \  P U B LIS H IN G  CO.

H H H H I  H  ^  ^  G ra n d  R a p id s , M ic h ig a n
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Mission to Mavericks
C ontinued from  page 11

course is approved by the government. I took the com
plete set of studies to the Bantu Administration and 
was told by them that the material met their require
ments. Two of the courses have been officially ap
proved by the Bantu Department of Education for use 
in African schools. The "gold diploma" which we issue 
to those who complete the three-year course meets the 
government's requirements for ministers' theological 
training. It takes them through the entire Bible, teaches 
the important Bible doctrines, Sunday school organiza
tion and so on.

What do you suppose the future holds for this work? 

This is of great concern to me. In thinking of the 
thousands of ministers still to be reached, the chal
lenge is too great to be faced by one individual. It is 
too far-reaching even for one mission society. This en
tire mission is one of love and friendship. I feel it is 
one in which the entire church should cooperate. I 
visualize a center from w hich assistance can be 
extended in starting Sunday schools, youth work and 
so on, and from which they can get the necessary 
literature and materials.

Translators are required. Materials must be printed 
in the languages. Special courses are needed, starting 
from the lowest levels and leading up to the high 
standards desired by the government and required by 
modern conditions.

Ministers should be given special courses to help 
them deal with community problems such as juvenile 
delinquency, alcoholism and other urgent needs. Spe
cial short-term Bible courses should be held in various 
centers to which ministers of all churches should be 
invited to take part. Study groups should be established 
throughout Africa and these should be equipped with 
tape players, projectors and filmstrips to make study 
interesting and meaningful.

We’re very grateful to you, M r. Burke, for sharing your 
experience and your insights with WORLD VISION MAG
AZINE and its readers. You have evidently discovered a 
strategic approach to A frica’s spiritual need.

Yes. I feel that is true. The spectacular growth of the 
independent churches suggests that this may be the 
emerging church of Africa. Will it be a strong evangeli
cal movement or a form of paganism? It may be that 
God has placed the answer in our hands. If these thou
sands of ministers were given adequate Bible training 
they could have a tremendous impact on the people of 
Africa. They can be reached wherever the mails reach. 
Training them does not necessarily involve great sums 
of money for buildings and facilities. Bible study 
groups or "cells" could be established throughout the 
continent, and so a whole continent be reached for 
Christ. - Hi

Dr. Bob Pierce 
invites you to

W o r l d  U i s i o n  B 7

FESTIUHL of
C O M M U N IC A T IN G  C H R IS T  IN  T H E  S P A C E  AG E

a t MARANATHA
Muskegon, Michigan

AUG. 28-SEPT. 4

Make this your meaningful vacation. Hear firsthand 
reports from India, Vietnam, Korea, Macau and other 
critical mission areas. □  Join in panel discussions — technological ; 
seminars — audio visual presentations. □  Enjoy outstanding 
national speakers and the inspiring music of Sam Kamaleson

Fellowship with g lobal personalities 

Fam ily  fun — ch ild ren ’s  and teenage programs 

>f~ Relaxation — recreation — rejuvenation

Please send full information on the Festival of Missions 

| | at Maranatha

WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL
9 1 9  W e s t H u n t in g to n  D r iv e  M o n ro v ia , C a li fo rn ia  9 1 0 1 6
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FROM THE MISSIONS BOOKSHELF Forcovenantnurture
C o l o n i a l i s m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  M i s 
sions by Stephen  N eill (M cGraw-H ill 
Book Co., 1966, $7.95) is rev iew ed  by  
Sigurd F. W estberg, N orth  Park T h eo 
logical Sem inary, C hicago.

A thousand books have surely been 
written on the history of m issions, but 
this one seems to be the first of its 
kind. M any m onths ago Bishop N eill 
searched for this book but could not 
find it. Since fellow  scholars could not 
name a book on the subject he thought 
it "w orth w hile to m ake the experi
m ent of w riting som ething on the sub
ject."  N o one would challenge his 
com petence, and few could com bine 
his felicity  in  w riting w ith the breadth 
of knowledge and balanced judgment 
w hich enable him  to draw his typically 
cautious and reliable generalizations.

C olonialism  is show n to be of three 
principal kinds, all of w hich antedated 
the Christian era and all of w hich 
have a counterpart in  m odem  history.

Perhaps one would be forgiven for 
m entioning a few m inor errors w hich 
seem to have slipped in. Haw aii is 
called the forty-n in th  state of the 
U nited States instead of the fiftieth. O f 
the Congo, he says, "W h en  independ
ence cam e suddenly in  1960, there was 
hardly a university graduate in  the 
country ." A ctually one class had been 
graduated from Lovanium  in  Leopold
ville a m onth earlier. But since they 
numbered less than tw enty, N eill is 
right for practical purposes.

Also, a descriptive linguist m ight 
raise his eyebrows at one statem ent 
where N eill describes the difficulties 
of learning an unw ritten language, and 
says that one of the problems is "to  
work out a gram m atical structure."

These criticism s are m inor and cer
tainly do not detract from the excel
lent contribution that a great m ission
ary and scholar has made to m issionary 
history and thought. M uch is to be 
learned from this aspect of history. As 
another great m an has said, " I f  we 
do not know  history we are doomed 
to repeat it ."

T his book is required reading for all 
serious students of missions. It w ill 
find its place on m y shelf as a com 
panion volum e to N eill's superb His
tory o f  Christian M issions.

H is t o r y  o f  E v a n g e l is m  by  P aulus 
Scharpff, translated by  Helga Bender 
H enry (Eerdmans, 1966, $5.75) is re
v iew ed  b y  Dr. R obert E. C olem an, pro
fessor at Asbury T heolog ica l Seminary.

T h e history of the church can be 
w ritten from m any points of view, but 
none is more basic than evangelism. 
T his is where the action is, for it is 
the proclam ation of the gospel w hich 
brings the church into being. Apart 
from  evangelism the church would 
have no history of God's redeeming 
power in the world.

Y et surprisingly little  has been w rit
ten from this perspective. Probably 
Dr. Paulus Scharpff's volume, History 
o f Evangelism , is the most com prehen
sive attem pt thus far, although its 
scope is lim ited to the past three hun
dred years of Protestant work in G er
many, England and the U nited  States. 
T he author traces in successive periods 
the m ost significant evangelistic move
m ents in these countries and shows- 
how they blended together to make the 
church relevant to the needs of per
ishing men.

True to his holiness M ethodist her
itage, Dr. Scharpff believes that evan
gelism issues from a living fellowship 
w ith Jesus Christ. It is anchored in  the 
objective authority of Scripture cen
tering in  the great redemptive acts of 
God. W here the heart is aflame with 
Calvary love, as is noted w hen revival 
fires burn in the church, evangelism 
is as inevitable as it is contageous.

In this English edition, the section 
dealing w ith evangelism since World 
W ar I in  the U nited States was written 
by Dr. Kenneth L. Chaflin. In many 
respects this treatm ent is inadequate. 
Its best quality is the deserved attention 
given to Billy Graham  and his influ
ence upon tw entieth century evan
gelism.

Like most histories of this nature, 
the narrative lacks color and is tedious 
reading, but its depth and scholarship 
make it an exceedingly valuable refer
ence for theological students. A good 
index adds to its usefulness as does a 
chronology of significant dates in evan
gelism. For the subject at hand, this 
book is a good place to begin serious 
study.

THE C H ILD 'S  S TO R Y  BIBLE, by 
Catherine F. Vos. R e v ise d  by M a r ianne  
V o s  R ad iu s . I llu stra ted  by Betty  Beeby.

. .  ou ts ta n d in g  ever s in c e  it f i r s t  appea red  
m ore  than  30 years ago  . . . i t  is  g ra tify ing  
to  f in d  th a t th e  upda ting  o f th is  o ld  favo rite  
d o e s  no t de tra c t from  the  de lig h tfu l s ty le  
o f th e  o r ig in a l au th o r."  —  T H E  B A N N E R  

T h is  co m p le te ly  new  ed it io n  is  m ore  
beau tifu l, m ore  e a s ily  read than  ever; and 
re ta in s  th e  fre sh , v iv id  sty le , th e  reveren t 
s p ir it  and  fa ith fu ln e s s  to  th e  W o rd  o f G od . 
A d d e d  are  ove r 50 o r ig in a l p a in t in g s  —  a ll 
co o rd in a te d  w ith  th e  text, m aps keyed to  the  
p ic tu re s , d ou b le  co lu m n  p ages  w ith  c le a r 
prin t, s h o rt  lin e s . H andsom e , v ir tu a lly  in 
d e s tru c t ib le  b in d ing . C lo th , $6.50

GOD W IT H  U S : A  L ife  o f J e s u s  fo r  Y o u n g  
R e ade rs  by M a r ia n n e  V o s  R ad iu s .

" W e  know  o f no o the r boo k  fo r  ch ild ren  
tha t re la tes  the life  o f C h r is t  so  de ftly  to  its 
O ld  T e s ta m e n t and N ew  T e s ta m e n t se tting . 
T h e  th e o lo g ic a l a w a ren e ss  is  s o  su re , yet 
tran s la te d  c le a r ly  to  th e  leve l o f a c h i ld 's  
c o m p re h e n s io n . W h a t m akes th e  b o o k  ex
c it in g , too , is  the  im ag in a tiv e  app ro a ch  o f 
p re sen t in g  the  s to ry  fro m  the  v iew p o in t o f 
so m e o n e  w ho w as  at the  s c e n e ."  —  T H E  
B A N N E R  C lo th , $4.50

' L ,  | K v  WM. B. EERDMANS 
io.L.u.r. I I I X  PUBLISHING CO.

■ B H H H  I I  W  Grand Rapids, M ich igan

WORLD VISION MAGAZINE/JULY-AUGUST 1967



Christian adventure at its best!
Each book dramatically illustrated with on-the-spot photographs

God Planted 
Five Seeds
By JE A N  D Y E  JOHNSON. The 
widow of one o f five pioneering mis
sionaries who disappeared in Boliv
ian wilds describes the tragic search 
and perpetuation of their cause.

$4.95

Captive of the Simbas
By M A R G A R E T  H A Y ES. A mis
sionary nurse in the Congo recounts 
her incred ib le  exp eriences at the 
hands o f the jungle’s dread “lion 
men.” $4.95

Shadow of 
the Almighty
The Life and Testament 
of Jim Elliot
By E L IS A B E T H  E L L IO T . T he 
earnest and soul-searching memoirs 
o f one of the great missionary mar
tyrs o f our day, recorded by his wife.

$3.95

The Bamboo Cross
By H O M ER E. D O W D Y. From  the 
terrifying heart o f Vietnam comes 
this blood-streaked epic of mission
ary encounter and martyrdom.

$3.95

Out of the Jaws 
of the Lion
By H O M ER E . D O W D Y. An up-to- 
the-minute chronicle o f the horrors 
endured by Christian missionaries in 
the Congo. $4.50

Christ’s Witchdoctor
By H O M ER  E . D O W D Y. A n ac
count of Elka, the notorious British 
Guinea witchdoctor, whose new life 
in Christ served to transform the 
lives o f others. $3.95

By L O IS  CA RLSO N . The life story 
o f the American missionary surgeon 
murdered in the Congo, as told by 
his wife — the personal record o f the 
Carlsons’ struggle together to live 
their faith. $4.95

Monganga Paul
The Congo Ministry and 
Martyrdom of Paul Carlson, M.D.

Jungle Pilot
By R U SSE L L  T . H IT T . Soaring ad
venture in Christian service fills this 
biography o f Nate Saint, the genius 
o f “Operation Auca” in Ecuador.

$4.95

Cannibal Valley
B y R U SSE L L  T . H IT T . A breath
taking account o f the advance of 
Christian missions in Dutch New 
Guinea fo r the Stone Age Dani 
tribesmen. $3.95

n A t your bookseller
150thANNIVERSARY

The Dayuma Story
Life Under Auca Spears
By E T H E L  E M IL Y  W A LLIS. Au
thentically documented, the exciting 
record o f an A uca girl’s return to 
her people with the message o f sal
vation. $4 .95

Tariri: My Story
From Jungle Killer to 
Christian Missionary

As told to E T H E L  E M IL Y  W A L
L IS . The great chief Tariri tells in 
his own words o f his dramatic con
version to Christianity and o f its 
influence. $3.95

Decision at Dawn
The Underground Christian 
Witness in Red Korea
By CH U LH O  A W E. A  North K or
ean convert to Christianity tells of 
the horrors suffered when the Com
munists occupied his country and 
suppressed his people. $3.95

Through Gates 
of Splendor
B y E L IS A B E T H  E L L IO T . T h e  
compelling account o f the historic 
martyrdom o f five Am erican mis
s io n aries  who ca rried  the G osp el 
message deep into Ecuadorian jun
gles. $4 .95. Paper, CB/101 $1 .75
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THE EDITORIAL VIEW

M o r e  T h a n  G o s s i p  O v e r  t h e  G a t e

Christopher Fry has a drama called A Boy with a 
Cart. At one point in the play there is a bit of reflection 
in which the Church comes interestingly into focus. 
First there's the rush and the racket of the workaday 
world:

W hat o f  us w ho have to catch  up, always 
To catch up w ith the h igh-pow ered  car, or w ith  
The unbalanced budget, to cop e  w ith com petition ,
To w eather the sudden thunder o f  the uneasy  
Frontier/

But then comes the query:
W ho shall question  then
W hy w e lean  our b icy cle against a hedge
And go into the hou se o f  G od/
W ho shall question
That com ing out from  our doorways
We have discerned a little, w e h av e know n
M ore than th e gossip that com es to us over our gate!
Forget about that bicycle leaning against the hedge, 

a picture less quaint in Europe than in the United States. 
It's the last line that has a bite in it. More than gossip 
over the gate! The phrase sets one's imagination going.

Since gossip over the gate can be pretty casual, it must 
mean that the Church has something to say that is 
meaning-packed and urgent.

Since gossip over the gate is often little more than a 
whispery merry-go-round of rumors, the Church would 
do well to speak with persuasion about matters of con
viction.

Since gossip over the gate can be a little revel in 
which the negative, the niggling and the catty are the 
principal ingredients, the Church must rise to healthy 
heights of graciousness, charity and infectious goodwill.

Since gossip over the gate is usually a spate of words 
without a speck of action, the Church must back her 
words with her deeds and turn the finery of her phrases 
into the realism of her sword-work in the battle for 
truth and righteousness.

In A Man For All Seasons, Robert Bolt's now famous 
dramatic version of the life of Thomas More, there is a 
scene at the end in which the Common Man steps for
ward. For defying the wrath of Henry VIII the godly 
More has been beheaded. The Common Man, address
ing the astonished audience, says:

I’m b rea th in g . . .  Are you breathing too! It's nice, isn't 
it. It isn ’t d ifficu lt to k eep  alive, friends —  just don ’t 
m ak e  trouble or i f  you m ust m ak e  trouble, m ak e  the  

'* sort o f  trouble that's expected.
Church people can be evasive enough to stay out of 

trouble or selective enough to avoid anything but minor 
trouble. Advocate, for example, a new law against smut. 
That will gain you a few jeers from the cynics. Still, 
most of the saints will cheer you on. This is "trouble" 
that's "expected." On the other hand, come out flatly 
for civil rights, including the right of Negroes to enter 
our churches, sit in our Sunday school classes, serve on 
our boards and committees (assuming that the normal 
qualifications for membership are met), and you may

have on your hands another brand of trouble.
For now you have challenged not a disreputable ele

ment in the society, but a highly respected element. 
You have challenged the "establishment," which in 
this context means that the Church has succumbed to 
the world and then learned how to live with its death. 
When our Lord cleansed the temple, He collided with 
the "establishment." It was costly. It was also neces
sary. He represented the "Father's house," whose busi
ness, whether in proclamation or in action, is more 
than gossip over the gate. PSR

W h e r e  R o m e  

G e t s  ' N o ' A n s w e r

Christ in India is the title of a new book written by 
Bede Griffiths, a Roman Catholic monk who helps run 
an ashram in Kerala. It is a genial piece of work, writ
ten in a kind of low-keyed earnestness that saves it 
from being bigoted, testy or arrogant. Writing on the 
state of church life in Kerala, he recognizes the three 
principal historic groups whose roots run deep: the 
Roman Catholic, the Syrian Church (Jacobite) and the 
Syrian Church (Mar Thoma). The Mar Thoma com
munion is rightly described as a "reformed church" 
which in the last century came strongly under the 
evangelical influence of the Church Missionary Soci
ety. However, some of the congregations that under
went reformation joined the Anglican Church and, 
since 1 9 4 7 , have been part of the Church of South 
India.

Bede Griffiths at this point makes the following 
observation: "There is however one encouraging sign. 
The movement of reunion with the Holy See, started 
over thirty years ago by Bishop Mar Ivanios, has con
tinued to grow year by year."

Our comment will take the form of two quotations. 
The first is from Paul Blanshard on Vatican II, pub
lished by Beacon Press of Boston:

T here was no frontal attack in St. Peter’s on the weakest 
and m ost extrem e o f papal claims, the dogma o f papal 
infallibility.

The second quotation is from a statement issued 
jointly by a commission representing the Church of 
South India, the Swedish Lutheran Church of India 
and an Indian Baptist group:

W e are non e o f  us, for reasons o f Scripture and history, 
prepared to accept Papacy.

There, it seems to us, the matter must stand —at 
least until Rome's most pretentious fiction has been 
dissolved. ^SR
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I'm Ŝuspic
I'm suspicious. It is even possible that my suspicious

ness is increasing. While I am a long way from being 
neurotically or chronically distrustful—a piece of self
judgment which I offer at whatever risk there may be 
in it—I am frankly suspicious.

I'm SUSPICIOUS of the snide as a device for use in 
serious discussion. The snide phrase or sentence is one 
that is slyly, often sarcastically, disparaging. When I 
was a college sophomore, a pungent and powerful edi
tor by the name of Colonel Harvey ran a colorful right
ist journal called Harvey’s Weekly. He could toss off 
sentences whose rhetoric coruscated like Roman can
dles on the night of the "Fourth." He could sharpen a 
belligerent phrase that rammed home with the thrust 
of a bayonet. One of his favorite rhetorical tricks for 
blasting the old League of Nations was to call it the 
"Plague of Notions." To my sophomoric mind that was 
great stuff. Harvey had me in his camp: I was against 
the League of Nations. And now, a half-century later, 
I know how snide was that phrase. It was far more a 
writer's trick than it was a logician's craftsmanship.

Yet this kind of thing takes place with considerable 
frequency in our assemblies of the evangelical faithful. 
We employ the snide against our "opponents" who are 
absent in order to elicit a smile from the credulous who 
are present. And I am suspicious. I strongly suspect that 
it is a below-the-belt tactic.

I'm SUSPICIOUS of the simplistic as an instrument 
of serious discussion or debate. Simplism is a state of 
mind in which one is content to achieve solutions by 
artificially extracting the complexities from the prob
lem to be solved. Some time ago one of my dear friends 
deplored the reluctance of some evangelical leaders to 
align themselves with a particular group of Christians. 
By their failure to affiliate, it was contended, they were 
chargeable with "ecclesiological neutrality." It was fur
ther claimed that this position of theirs "exposes them 
to the influence and gravitational pull of large ecumeni
cally oriented bodies around them where their witness 
for the gospel might then be neutralized. We must make 
every effort to get these evangelicals aligned and active 
in our association where their faith, voice, and num
bers may count."

Unfortunately it is not quite so simple as that. Some 
of the most arresting addresses given at the Berlin Con
gress on Evangelism came from the lips of men who are 
in "ecumenically oriented" churches, men who, it may 
be added, are as forthright in their witness elsewhere as 
they were within the favorable confines of the Berlin 
"Kongresshalle." It is probable that some of them have 
more influence at more levels of the Church's life than 
they would if they were to renounce their lifelong con
nections with their own denominations and go full- 
throttle for what is offered in an association of evange
licals. It is an oversimplification of the ecumenical issue

for one evangelical to say categorically to another, "Brea! 
with your church," or, conversely, "Never leave you| 
church."

I'm SUSPICIOUS of the suppressive. This is a techi 
nique of discussion wherein you magnify evidence tha 
appears to support your point while you conceal evj 
dence that would either destroy your point or changi 
the shape of it. Thus a radio preacher complains loudb 
that a council of churches has used its influence 01 

Washington to prevent his fundamentalist group fron 
getting accreditation as a relief agency. But at no time ir 
the bitter broadcast was it acknowledged that other evan 
gelical groups have received the accreditation in ques 
tion. These facts were suppressed, leaving the unin 
formed listener with a highly distorted view of the case

Or—to put the shoe on the other foot—here is a Chris 
tian Century contributor who declares, "Fundamental 
ism's acceptance of Scripture as a reality is the basis or 
which it repudiates higher criticism." "Higher criti 
cism"! A loaded phrase of course. It lands you spanj 
in the middle of semantics. Plenty of "fundies" am 
plenty of "non-fundies" would be hard put to give yoi 
a respectable definition of the phrase. But that is besidi 
the point. What is suppressed in the quoted sentence i: 
the simple fact that there are fundamentalist writer! 
who know what "higher criticism" is and who pay re 
spectful heed to it. Wick Broomall's Biblical Criticisrr. 
is a random illustration that comes swiftly to mind.

I'm SUSPICIOUS of the shallow. Here is a lad] 
who, after years of zealously working for missions ii 
her home church, makes a trip to East Africa. She in 
sists that the visit had a shockingly disillusioning effec 
on her:

I have been wasting my time all these years, knitting 
clothes for people w ho have no need o f them, giving 
money for a Church which has plenty o f rich members, 
with better houses and better cars than we have, who 
only put a penny in the collection on Sunday. Not an
other gift for missions, not another working party!

That intemperate outburst is in fact incredibly shal 
low. Who ever said that Christian missions consisted ol 
taking the surpluses of the lucky and laying them char 
itably on the doorstep of the unlucky? Even in prosper
ous Nairobi the dear lady could have found ghastly pov 
erty. To help relieve it in Christ's name would be one 
form of Christian witness. But it is not the main reason 
for the Christian presence in Africa—or anywhere else. 
More than clothes, Africa needs Christ. To be with or 
without Christ—this brings us to the crux of mission. 
To miss this is to paddle in shallow waters.

The snide, the simplistic, the suppressive, the shal
low—devices all that bear close scrutiny. Jesus made 
much of truth. As His disciples, it is our business to 
insist on a better handling of that priceless commodity.

PSR
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a  g u a r a n t e ,

r i s k - f r e e  

i n c o m e  

a s  l o n g  a s  

y o u  l i v e !

You can increase your income through World Vision 
investments without the risk of speculation and 

you can enjoy all these additional benefits as well!
F re e d o m  fro m  c o lle c t io n  fe e s  and  

re in v e s tm e n t p ro b le m s . W ith  W o rld  V is io n  
in v e s tm e n ts  y o u r  in c o m e  n e v e r  

s to p s , n e v e r  d e p re c ia te s . 
U p to  7 5 %  in  m a n y  in s ta n c e s  on  ta x  

d e d u ctio n s  a n d  sa v in g s . A d d itio n a l sav in g s  
o n  p ro b a te  e x p e n se s  an d  le g a l fe e s . 

Y o u r  in c o m e  p ro te c te d  fro m  w o rld  c o n d itio n s , 
m a r k e t  s lu m p s an d  p ro p e r ty  d ep re c ia tio n .

W o rld  V is io n  in v e s tm e n ts  a re  
re g is te re d  w ith  th e  S ta te  o f  C a lifo rn ia  

as  re q u ire d  b y  la w  fo r  y o u r p ro te c tio n . 
&  T h e  s a t is fa c t io n  o f  k n o w in g  y o u ’re  
h e lp in g  to  b r in g  C h ris tia n  a id  an d  th e  

k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  G o sp e l to  n e e d y  p eo p le  
in  m a n y  c o u n tr ie s  o f  th e  w o rld .

S E N D  F O R  Y O U R  F R E E  C O P Y  O F  “F A IT H F U L  
S T E W A R D S H IP ,” th e  in te re s tin g  3 2 -p a g e  b o o k  

th a t  te lls  a b o u t a n n u itie s , r e v o c a b le  a g re em e n ts, 
m e m o ria ls , w ills , tru s ts  an d  m a n y  o th e r  w a y s  in  

w h ic h  y o u r m o n ey  c a n  b e  m u ltip lied  in  th e  L o rd ’s 
w o rk . F i l l  o u t th e  co u p o n  an d  m a il it  to d a y .

There is no obligation.

YO UR M ONEY CAN EARN  
up to 9.1% in W orld Vision Annuities 

(depending upon age) 
and 5% in revocable agreem ents; bringing 

you all the blessings that com e from  
“lending to the Lord.”

Please send my free copy o f the 
“Faithful Stew ardship” book.
I am particularly interested  in

Annuities Wills 

Security Agreements 

Trusts Memorials

a d d re s s .

z ip  rndfi

h ir th d a te occupation

M ail to:
S te w a rd sh ip  D ept., WORLD VISION INC. 
919 W . H untington  D r., M on rovia , C alif. 91016 
o r W O R L D  V ISIO N  O F  CAN ADA,
B o x  181-K, T o ro n to  12, O nt.



WORLD VISION MAGAZINE
Published by World Vision International 

919 West Huntington Drive 
Monrovia. California 91016

W i l l  y o u  p r o v i d e
t h e  o t h e r  h a l f ?

300,000 persons may view a film which costs $300 to produce. 
Half the cost, $150 per film, already is pledged by a group 
of dedicated Christians who have caught the vision of film 
evangelism.

YOU PRO VIDE TH E O TH ER H A L F ?

Your gift of $150 will send a film to reach the eyes, ears and 
hearts of another 300,000 for Christ. You may designate the 
missionary on whose field your film is to be the instrument of 
evangelism. Or you may share by sending $10, 50, $100. Gifts 
are tax deductible.

the coupon below with your gift

D e a r C h r is t ia n  F r ie n d s :

I w a n t to  p ro v id e  th e  o th e r  h a lf  in  s u p p o r t  o f th is  e x c it in g  f i lm  e v a n g e lism .
I am  c h e c k in g  th e  a m o u n t  I am  e n c lo s in g :  $ 1 5 0  fo r  a  n ew  f i lm ;
 $ 1 0 0  s h a r e ;  $ 5 0  s h a r e ;  _ $ 1 0  sha re . I th a n k  G od  o th e rs
a re  m a tc h in g  m y  g if ts  p e n n y  fo r  penny .

N A M E __________________________ _________________________________________________

A D D R E S S ________________________________________________________________________

CITY__________________________ . S T A T E .

A d d re s s :  L iv in g  La n gu a ge  F i lm s  
2 3 4 5  R o s c o m a re  Ro ad  
Lo s  A n g e le s , C a lifo rn ia  9 0 0 2 4

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

LIVING LANGUAGE FILMS

One penny reaches ten persons with the Gospel 
through the newest, most exciting method of evan
gelism — Living Language Films — in the native 
languages of the people.

On the mission field nothing commands a crowd 
like a motion picture. People watch, listen, 
respond. Hundreds receive Christ after viewing 
these films.


